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MADAM, 


HE following Work was compoſed with 

a view to aſſiſt young minds in the ac- 
quiſition of Rericiovs KNnowLEDG, by re- 
moving the difficulties which prevent their 
obtaining an early acquaintance with the 
HoLv SCRIPTURES. I preſume to hope, 
that my deſign will excuſe me, both to Your 
MAIJESTY and the world, for the boldneſs of 
the undertaking, and the defects ir the per- 


formance of it. 


The public will not wonder, that I ſhould 
be particularly ſolicitous to obtain the honour 
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of Your ROYAL PATRONACE, as Your 
MaJzsTyY is ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed for 
the practice of Virtues which are no where 
perfectly taught but in the SACRED VoLUME. 


It is the pecuhar ſelicity of this nation, that 


every mother may look up to the TuRONE 


for a pattern of the truly maternal charac- 


ter, and bchold Your MajzsTy inſtruct- 
ing Your ROYAL ProGExyY in the diſcharge 
of thoſe duties which lead to 1MMORTAL 


HAPPIN ESS. 


May the influence of Your illuſtrious ex- 
ample be univerſally extended! May Your 
MaJjzsTy long continue to bleſs this land, 


and ſoften the cares of RoyALTy to the beſt 


of Soverticns! And when you ſhall ob- 


tain an incorruptible crown, may it be re- 
membered by poſterity, that Your Ma- 
JesTY added luſtre to an earthly one, by 


adorning 


n re N. 


adorning your mind with the graces of Chriſ- 
tianity, and diiluſing happineſs to all around 


you |! 


I am, MApAu, 


With all humility and gratitude, 


Your MaJzsTY'sS 


Moſt dutiful, gnd moſt devoted Servant, 
SARAH TRIMMER. 


Brentford, Jau. 1, 1788. 
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T* was not without great diffidence and apprehen- 
ion, that I publiſhed the firſt edition of this work. 

now, with gratitude, acknowledge, that the utmoſt 
2 candour has been ſhewn to my labours; and rejoice 
in the idea, of having been allowed to contribute, in 
ſome degree, towards rendering the ſtudy of the Scrip- 
tures, a regular branch of education. | 
The oppoſite cuſtoms which have, of late years, 
Þ prevailed in many ſchools and families, of either ſuf- 
7 fering the Scriptures to be read by children in a pro- 
2 miſcuous manner, or totally neglected, have, I am per- 
ſuaded, been the principal cauſes of the profaneneſs and 
libertiniſm of the age; for (as an excellent author ob- 
ſerves*) © as ſoon as we lay aſide the Sacred Writ- 
ings, which are the only infallible guide of faith and 
practice, we muſt of neceſſity go wrong.—Our all- 
wiſe CREATOR would not have given them to us; if 
He had not known that we had need of their aſſiſ- 
tance;*” and, therefore, it is preſumptuous to ſuppoſe, 
we can educate youth properly without them; and it 


* See Preface to Oſtervald's Arguments. 
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may juſtly be conſidered as an irreverent act, to make 
uſe of His HoLY Worp with no farther end in view, 
than the improvement of pupils in the art of reading. 
Since it has pleaſed Gop of His infinite compaſſion, 
to bleſs us with a book, whoſe Divine contents are 
variouſly adapted to all ages and conditions of man- 
kind; it is certainly the indiſpenſible duty of parents 
and teachers, to draw the attention of children to it, 
as ſoon as poſſible.— Every part of early inſtruction 
ought to be held in ſubordination to the ip of REL I- 
c10n,—To excite in the minds of yorrmg children a 
deſire of being made acquainted with the SCRIP- 
TURES, ought doubtleſs to be our firlt care, inſtead of 
making claſſical learning and polite accompiifoment, the 
only objects, as is too frequently the caſe; and as they 
advance in years, our next endeayour ſhould be to 
inſtruct youth how to form their judgment, and ſettle 
their opinions by the OR AcLES of Divine WIS DOM. 
The neglecting to do ſo, is a capital and fatal error. 
It would be a very proper and pleaſing exerciſe to 
young ſtudents, were they taught to examine the ſen- 
timents of ſuch heathen authors as are uſually put into 
their hands, by the precepts of the geſpel.— To com- 
pare the doctrines of our SAVIOUR and His Apoſtles, 
with the ſyſtems of the moſt admired ſages of anti- 
quity.— To conſider how far the examples of Heroin 
and virtue, recorded in profane hiſtory, are worthy of 
the imitation of Chriſcians.— To underſtand what it 
has pleaſed the ALMIGHTY GOVERNOR to reveal, 
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concerning the wonderful diſpenſations of His provi- 
dence in reſpect to nations, and individual and to 
form a proper eſtimate, of the rewards of piety and 
righteouſneſs held out by Chriſtianity, when con- 
traſted with the imperfect notions entertained on theſe 
important ſubjects, by the moſt — among 
the heathens. 

Were a method of this kind purſued, I am confi- 
dent it would be attended with the moſt beneficial ef- 
fects; youth would not be liable, as they now are, to 
imbibe heatheniſb principles their paſſions would be 
kept in due ſubjetion—their conduct would moſt likely 
reflect honour on their inſtructors, and be productive 
of laſting happineſs to themſelves, and all with whom 
they are connected.— They would be armed againſt 
the dangerous allurements of this world, and ſolicitous 
to prepare themſelves for a better, 

It muſt however be acknowledged, that theſe pur- 


| poſes cannot be effectually anſwered, merely by put- 


ting the Bible into the hands of young perſons, with 
out giving them proper directions for the peruſal of it. 


| — Great care is required in ſelecting for them, ſuch 


parts of the Sacred Writings, as are ſuited to the pro- 
greſſive improvement of youth; and it was my expe- 
rience of the inconveniencies attending an indiſcrimi- 
nate uſe of the SCRIPTURES, when educating my own 
children, that firſt ſuggeſted to me the deſign of col- 
lecting together the hiſtorical parts, and writing eaſy 
comments on them. In executing this plan, I found, 

that 
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that without having recourſe to the prophetic writings 
my work would be very imperfect, as the prophets are, 
in many inſtances, the only h:/ter:ans; and I hap- 
pened fortunately to meet with a hint in the preface to 
Dr. Gregory Sharpe's ſecond argument in defence of 
Chriſtianity, which was very ſerviceable in pointing 
out the method which is here adopted, of tranſpoſing 
chapters and verſes, in order to make the hicrical and 
prophetical books, explain each other by the mere 
force of ſeries and connection. 

A complete arrangement of the SCRIPTURES in this 
way is not practicable, becauſe. the times in which 
{ome of the SacRED ORACLES were written, cannot 
be exactly aſcertained; neither will it be poſſible to un- 
derſtand others, till the conſummation of all things 
ſhall have brought to paſs the events, to which they 
will then be found to relate: however, it muſt, in the 
mean time, be very ſatisfactory, and a-great confirma- 
tion of the truth of the inſpired writings, ro obſerve, 
the completion of ſuch numerous predictions, as an 
attentive mind will ealily perceive, even inthe circum- 
ſcribed limits of the following pages. 

There appears to me one very material inducement 
for a more particular attention to the prophecies, than 
it is uſual for the generality: of Chriſtians to give; 
which is, that they alone unfold the councils of Divine 
wiſlom, in reſpeX to Nations: and explain for what 
cauſes Gop infiits national judgments, and on what 
conditions He averts them—particulars which it is the 

concern of every individual to know. 
r Thee 
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There is great reafon to lament that the Or.D Trs- 
TAMENT in general, is frequently neglected, even by 


pious Chriſtians, as an 9b/ol2te Brok,—The numerous 
- alluſions of our SA vIOUR and His Apoſtles, to differ- 


ent paſſages in it, furniſh a ſufficient argument for 
recommending the ſtudy of that invaluable repoſitory 
of Divine truths; and St. Paul expreſsly ſays, that the 


events recorded there, were written for the example 


of thoſe, who ſhould live under the laſt diſpenſation#, 
The NEW TESTAMENT is certainly the moſt im- 

portant to 6, but even this may be better underſtood, 

by comparing it with the former; and on the other 


hand, the OLD TESTA MEN may be read with addi- 


tional advantage, by making frequent reference to the 


New, as the margin in our larger Bibles dire&,— 


But this is a taſk that cannot be expected to be pati- 


_ ently performed by young perſons, and therefore it 


has been my endeavour to lend them an mT 
hand. 

In ſelecting from the contents of the Sacred Volume 
I have attempted to exhibit the great plan of Divine 
PRovIDENCE, i the creation, government, and re- 
demption of maniind; and in the Annotations annexed 
to each ſection, (which are founded upon the opinions 


of the moſt eſteemed commentators, and a diligent 


ſtudy of the Scriptures themſelves) I have exerted my 
beſt abilities to point out the influence which the example 


of the Patriarchs, Sc. ought to have on Our conduc; 


| * 1 Cor, Xo 11. 
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and to flimulate the young mind to an carnef FRI 
of eternal felicity. 
The flattering attention which was beſtowed on my 


labours, by perſons of maturer age, as the volumes 


were ſucceſſively produced, encouraged me to expati- 
ate more largely on the Do#r:nal parts of the NRW 
TESTAMENT, than I at firſt intended to do, when I 
had a view to the improvement of young perſons only ; 
and having had the pleaſure to find, that the two laſt 


volumes were honoured with particular approbation, I 


thought it adviſeable in this new Edition, to have the 
OLD TESTAMENT printed in a type, ſomething ſmal- 
ler than before: that I might have room for additional 
matter, Without encreaſing the number of volumes. 

Conſcious that there was not in the firſt Edition, an 
uniformity of ſtile throughout the ſix volumes, I have 
here endeavoured to correct that defect, by writing 
new Annotations to the greater part of the. firſt 
volume; the fourth alſo will be found conſiderably 
altered and enlarged. 


I hope this work is now fres from material errors, 


and omiſſions, for I have purſued the arduous pleaſing 


taſk, with the moſt fervent deſire of doing all poſſible 


juſtice to the important ſubject; and I preſent it to 


the public, in a full aſſurance that it will meet with 


the ſame kind indulgence, as my former productions, 
I cannot conclude, without expreſſing the ſatiſ- 


faction I feel, from the apparent proſpect, that a happy 
reformation? is _—_s place among us.—The great pains 


which 
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which are employed in diffuſing religious knowledge 
among the poor, cannot ſtop there. —The influence of 
theſe laudable exertions, will probably be extended to 
the higher claſſes of life; and the ScRiIpTUREs will 
once more become the favorite Book, with youth of 
all denominations. | 
Young gentlemen and ladies ſurely will not conten- 
tedly remain 1gnorant of thoſe Divine truths, with 
which the meaneſt of their inferiors will ſhortly be | 
made acquainted, but will rather be ambitious of in- 
forming their own minds, that they may be able to 
aſſiſt others, in acquiring the Most USEFUL OF 
ALL SCIENCES, | 
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V 


OF THE CREATION. 


N the beginning Gop created the heaven and the 
earth. | 
And the earth was without form and void, and 
darkneſs was upon the face of the deep: and the Spi- 
rit of Gop moved upon the face of the waters. 
And Goy ſaid, let there be light, and there was 


light. And Gop ſaw the liglit that it was good: and 


Gon divided the light from the darkneſs, 
And Gop called the light day, and the darkneſs 


he called night; and the evening and the morning 
were the firſt day. 


And Gop faid, let there be a firmament in the 


midſt of the waters, and let it divide the waters from 


the waters. | 

And Gop made the firmament, and divided the 
waters which were under the firmament from the wa-- 
ters which were above the firmament, and it was 
10. | 


And Gop called the firmament heaven; and the 


evening and the morning were the ſecond day. 
Vor. I. * 8 And 
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2 THE CREATION. 


And Gop ſaid, let the waters under the heaven be 
gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land 
appear: and it was ſo 

And Gop called the dry land earth, and the gather- 
ing together of the waters called He ſeas: and Gop 
ſaw that it was good, 

And Go ſaid, let the earth bring forth graſs, the 
herb yielding feed after his kind, and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whoſe ſeed is in itſelf 
upon the earth; and it was ſo, 

And the earth brought forth graſs and herb yielding 
feed after his kind, and the fruit-tree yielding fruit, 
whoſe ſeed was in itſelf, after his kind; and GoD 
ſaw that it was good. 

And the evening and the morning were the third 
day. 

And Go faid, let there be lights in the firmament 
of the heaven, to divide the day from the night; and 
let them be for ſigns, and for ſeaſons, and for days, 
and years, 

And let them be for lights in the firmament of the 
heaven, to give light upon the earth: and it was fo. 

And Gop made two great lights; the greater light 
to rule the day, the leſſer light to rule the night: He 
made the ſtars alſo. 

And Gop ſet them in the . of the heaven, 
to give light upon the earth: 


And to rule over the day and over the night, and to 


divide the light from the darkneſs: and Gop ſaw that 


it was good, : And 
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And the evening and the morning were the fourth 


day. — 

And Gop ſaid, let the waters bring forth abun- 
dantly, the moving creature that hath life, and fowl 
that may fly above the earth in the open firmament 
of heaven. | 

And Goy created great whales, and every living 
creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth 
abundantly after their kind, and every winged fowl 
after his kind; and Gop ſaw that it was good. 

And Gop bleſſed them, ſaying, be fruitful, and 
multiply, and fill the waters in the ſcas, and let fowl 
multiply in the earth. 

And the evening and the morning were the fifth 
day. 

And Gop faid, let the earth bring forth the living 
creature after his kind, cattle and creeping thing, and 
beaſt of the earth after his kind: and it was fo, 

and Gor made the beaſt of the earth after his 
kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that 


creepeth upon the earth after his kind : and Gop ſaw 


that it was good. | 
Theſe are the generations of the heavens and of the 
carth, when they were created, in the day that the 
Lord Gop made the earth and the heavens. 
And every plant of the field before it was in the 


earth, and every herb of the field before it grew; for 


the Lord Gop had not cauſed it to rain upon the 
earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. 


B 2 But. 
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But there went up a miſt from the earth, and wa- 
tered the whole face of the ground. 
And Gov ſaid, let us make man in our image, after 
our likeneſs: and let them have dominion over the fiſh 
of the ſea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth. 


And the LoRx D Gop formed man out of the duſt of 


the ground, and breathed into his noſtrils the breath 
of lite; and man became a living ſoul, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


This ſection 1s taken from the very beginning of the 
BIBLE, and is part of the book called Genefis, which con- 
tains the hiſtory of 2367 years: it was, at the command of 
Gon, written by Moſes, whole mbory will be related in its 
proper place. 

We are here tauglit that there is a Gopz-that the 


Heaven and the Earth had a beginning, and were produced, 


not by chance, but by deſign, according to the will of Gop. 
The progreſs of Creation is likewiſe deſcribed, which in- 
vites us to a particular contemplation of the wiſdom, pow - 
er, and goodneſs of the CREATOR. How wonderful it is 
to think that Gop could at once call into being, out of 
nothing, the materials of which this world and the heaven, 
or atmoſphere with which it is ſurrounded, are compoled ! 
It was at firſt a Chaos, or maſs, without form, and void of 
every thing which now renders it pleaſing and uſeful, wrapt 
in an abyſs of waters, and theſe waters covered with dark. 


neſs; yet we may conclude, that it contained the principles 
of metals, minerals, ſalts, and all the terreſtrial elements 


which were deſigned throughout all ages, torenew and main- 


tain, 
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tain, whatever ſhould be neceſſary for its future inha- 
bitants; theſe principles ſtill remain, and can never be 
deſtroyed, but by the GREAT CREATOR himſelf.“ | 
In this ſtate the world was not habitable; Gop therefore, 
by another aſtoniſhing act of Almighty power, divided the 
light from the darkneſs; and, by theſe means, completed 
the fir! day in which the evening took place of the morning. 
God is himſelf the fountain of light, and there is no dark- 
neſs with him, But ſtill the world was not fit for the re- 
ception of the creatures, which God deſigned ſhould dwell 
in it; he therefore divided the waters which ſurrounded 1t, 
and cauſed a part of them to aſcend and gather into clouds, 
that they might be in readineſs to fall occaſionally in rain, 
ſnow, and hail, to water and refreſh the earth; and thus 
completed the ſecond day. Beneath this body of waters, 
God placed a firmameat of air; that the living creatures, 
when made, might have a proper element to breathe in. 
Overſpread with the waters which remained below the 
firmament, the earth was unfit for the nouriſhment of trees 
and plants; but the ALuicuTyY faid, Let the waters be ga- 
thered together into one place, and let the dry land appear; and 
the water immediately collected in a valt hollow, which he 
had prepared to receive it, and formed the great b. 
The earth at the fame time conſolidated, and appeared un- 


der the different forms of plains and mountains, hills, dales, 


and vallies; between. which the water flowed from the 
great deep, and became ſeas, rivers, lakes, and ſtreams.— 
Metalic and mineral ſubſtances, and all the various ſoils 


_ which conſtitute the interior parts of the earth, were ar- 
e in different ſtrata with perfect ae 


* It is proved by Ilie opbere, that it is impoſſible to deſtroy the 


leaſt particle of original matter. See Hiſtory of the Heavens, by the 
Abbe Pluche, vol. 2. 


B 3 A itt 


6 THE CREATION. 


A till more delightful change now took place; - trees of 
every kind cloathed with leaves and bloſſoms, and many 
bearing the moſt delicious fruits adorned the earth; 
graſs of various ſorts overſpread the ſurface of the ground 
with its delightful verdure; innumerable plants, furniſhed 
with leaves and flowers, appeared among it; all growing 
in foils exactly ſuited to their different natures, and each 
bearing the ſeeds of future trees, plants, &c. that no ſpe- 
dies might be Joſt, but every one continue from age to 
age, without a new creation. It is obſervable that the 
pontaneous power of God produced theſe ſucceſſive won- 
d2rs, before the operations of nature were regulated, He 
wanted no Sun to diflolve the vegetable fluid, and animate 
his new creation; every tree or plant was made at once 
perfect in its kind before it grew, and the third day was 
completed, 7 | | 

It was the will of the ALMIGHTY, that the Sun ſhould be 
inſtrumental to the future growth and preſervation of the 
trees and vegetables ; and that this, together with the moon, 
ſhould ſerve to diſtinguiſh day and night, ſpring and ſum- 
mer, autumn and winter, months and years; God there- 
fore either immediately created theſe beautiful luminaries, 
or cleared the atmoſphere ſo that they might become viſible, 
The ſtars alſo for the firſt time appeared. The great 

CrraToOR knew the benefits, which would ariſe to the earth, 
_ and its various productions and inhabitants, from the be- 
nign influence of the heavenly bodies; and that He had re- 
gulated their motions with unerring wiſdom ;—He therefore 
eſtabliſhed their courſes, and pronounced them good; and 
thus ended the fourth day. 

Having completed the formation of the Heaven, the 
Earth, and the Waters, and prepared food of various 


kinds, Gop next called into being the animal creation. 


The ocean, lakes, rivers, nay every little ſtream and brook, 
| | | now 
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now ſwarmed with living creatures; and innumerable birds, 
furniſhed with wings to tranſport themſelves from place to 
place, and cloathed in the greateſt variety of plumage, 
ſported about or perched on the trees, and filled the air with 
their enchanting melody.— The CREATOR viewed them 
with delight, and ended the % day by bleſſing them, that 
they might become fruitful and multiply. A variety of 
terreſtrial animals, conſiſting of every kind of beaſt, rep- 
tile, and inſect, were then produced, each fo admirably 
formed as to ſtand in no need of improvement or altera- 
tion. 

What a magnificent place was the earth now become ! 
but among all its inhabitants there was not one capable of 
admiring its wonderful conſtruction, or of adoring the 
ALMIGHTY CREATOR : Go, therefore, formed Mar to 
have dominion over the inferior creatures; and, that he 
might be compaſſionate to them, and bumble in his own 


eyes, made his body, like theirs, of the duſt of the earth; but, 


to raiſe him above them, endued him with a rational foul, 
to which he communicated a principle of immortal life, 

How thankful ſhould we be to Gop, for making a world 
in every reſpect fit for ſuch beings as we are, and furniſhing 
it with whatever we ſtand in need of! Not the ſmalleſt in- 
ſect, or the meaneſt plant, but deſerves a particular exa- 
mination ; and thoſe who have leiſure, ought to ſtudy with 
attention the wonderful works of creative power and good- 
neſs. The great outline, which is here given, is ſufficient 
to fill the mind with awe and reverence: but what ſhould 
be our gratitude and love, when we reflect upon our own 
wonderful frame, and eſpecially upon our ſpiritual part, 
which is capable of immortality ! 
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S E C. T. II. 


THE FIRST COVENANT AND THE INSTITUTION 
OF THE SABBATH. 


* the Lok p Gop planted a garden eaſtward 
in Eden; and there he put the man whom he 
had formed, to dreſs it and to keep it. 

And out of the ground made the LoRD Gop to 
grow every tree that is pleaſant to the fight, and good 
for food : the tree of life alſo in the midſt of the gar- 
den, and the trec of knowledge of good and evil. 

And the Loxo Gop faid, It is not good for man 
to be alone: I will make him an help meet for him. 

And the LoxD Gop brought unto Adam every 
beaſt of the field, and every fowl of the air, to ſee 
what he would call them: and whatſoever Adam 
called every living creature, that was the name 
thereof. 

And Adam gave names to ail cattle, and to the 
fowl of the air, and to every beaſt of the field: but 
tor Adam there was not found an help meet for 
him. 935 

And the Loxp Gon cauſed a deep ſleep to fall 
upon Adam, and he ſlept; and he took one of his 
ribs, and cloſed up the fleſh inſtead thereof. 
And the rib, which the Lox D Gop had taken from 
man, made he woman, and brought her unto the 
man. 4 


And 


THE FIRST COVENANT. 9 


And Adam ſaid, this is now bone of my bone, 
and fleſh of my fleſh: ſhe ſhall be called woman, be- 
cauſe ſhe was taken out of man, 8 

Therefore ſhall a man leave his father and his mo- 
ther, and ſhall cleave unto his wife, and they ſhall 
be one fleſh. 

So Gop created man in his own image, in the 
image of Gop created he him: male and female, 
'4 created he them. 

1 And Gop bleſſed them, and ſaid, Be fruitful, and 

7 multiply, and repleniſh the earth, and ſubdue it: and 
have dominion over the fith of the ſea, and over the 
fowl of the air, and over every living thing + that mov- 
eth upon the earth. 

4 And Gop faid, behold, I have given you every 

4 herb bearing ſeed, which is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a 

3 tree yielding feed: to you it ſhall be for meat, 

. And the LoRD Gop commanded the man, faying, 

of every tree of the garden thou mayeſt freely eat: 

1 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 

| thou (halt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eat- 

eeſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 

4 And to every beaſt of the earth, and to every fowl 

of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the 

earth, wherein there is lite, I have given every green 

herb for meat: and it was fo. 

And Gop ſaw every thing that He had made, and | 
behold it was very good: and the evening and the 
morning's were the ſixth day. 
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Thus the heavens and the earth were finiſhed, and 
all the hoſt of them. 

And on the ſeventh day Gop ended his work which 
he had made: and He reſted on the ſeventh day from 
all his work that He had made. 

And Go bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſanctified it; 
becauſe, that in it He reſted from all is work which 
(30D created and made. 


And they were both naked, the man and his wiſe, 
and were not aſhamed, 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Ho great muſt have been Adam's aſtoniſhment, when lie 
firſt became ſenſible of his own exiſtence *, and beheld the 
beauties of nature around him! One of his firſt deſires, as 
we may ſuppoſe, would naturally be to know the Author 
of his exiſtence; but who would aſſiſt him in the anxious 
ſearch? Even He who formed man with faculties to know 
and ſerve him. The ALMIGHTY did not abandon Adam 
to the uncertain ſpeculations of his own reaſon in matters 
which were above its reach, but graciouſly condeſcended 
to appear to him as the Log of all things, that he might 

know to whom his homage and adoration were due, To 
us, who live under a diſpenſation in which there is no 
open viſion of the DEITY, and who conſider GoD as a p- 
rit filling ail ſpace, it would have been totally incomprehen- 
ſible, how Adam could poſſibly fee and converſe with his 
MAKER; had we not been taught by the Scriptures, that 
there is in the GODHEAD a VISIBLE IMAGE T, wery GO 
of very God, produced before all things by Almighty 


* This is finely imagined is the great poet Milton, See Paradiſe 
Loſt, Book 8. | 
T 2 Cor. iv. 4» Heb. i. Jo Col. i. 155 16, 17. John X. 30. 
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power, for the purpoſe of maintaining a ſenſible intercourſe 
between Gop and his creatures, through whom he receives 
their homage, and by whom he communicates his favour 
to them. Of the form of this Divine Imace, the viſions 
of the prophets give us as lively an idea, as the human 
mind, without the aſſiſtance of the outward ſenſes, is capa + 
ble of conceiving“; and with their deſcription of Him we 
mult be fatisfied, till we behold Him coming in the clouds 
with all his holy angels, 

That the firſt man might be at no loſs in chuſing a pro- 
per abode for himſelf, it pleaſed Gop to place him immedi- 
diately in a beautiful garden, which was prepared for his 
reception, and which abounded with every thing that could 
render it pleaſant and convenient. This ſpot was likewiſe 
remarkably diſtinguiſhed by two trees, one called the Tree 
of Knowledge, the other the Tree of Life: the firſt was de- 
ſigned as a teſt of man's obedience ; the other is ſuppoled to 
have been the temporary reward of it. | 

Man was formed by Gop with faculties for ſociety and 
converſation ; but the animals could not converſe with him. 
This was known to the CREATOR, but not to Adam; every 


living creature therefore was led by a divine impulſe to pals - 


in review before their new Governor; and he was inſtinc— 
tively taught to underſtand their natures, which. enabled 
him to give to each a fignificant name, 

Withoutdoubt Adam was ſtruck with the variety, beauty, 
and wonderful properties of the animal creation; but among 
them all he could not find a ſuitable companion for himſelf, 
Gop knew that it was not fit for him to lead a ſolitary life, 


therefore, in a miraculous manner, made the Woman out ot 


one of his ribs, inſtead of forming ber from the duſt of the 


ground. Adam from this circumſtance juſtly confidered her, 
as another /e; and underſtood, that it was his duty to love 


* See Ezek. Ch. i. 26. 27. Ch. vi. 2. 3. Dan, vii. 9 


Alſo the viſions of St. John, in the Hocalypſe. | 
5 : 3 6. | | her, 
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her. Gov alſo at this time inſtituted the law of marriage *; 
and ordained that, in ſucceeding generations, when the hu- 
man race ſhould be multiplied, a man and woman, united 
together in wedlock, ſhould be conſidered as one, not to be 
ſeparated, even by parental authority. 

It is ſaid that Gop made man in his own image. This ex- 
preſſion is difficult to explain: it is uſually ſuppoſed to 
refer to the powers of the mind, the intellectual faculty, in 
which man reſembles the Derry diſtinétly from all other 
creatures in this world. The ſouls of the firſt pair, when 
they came out of their MAKER's hands, were impreſſed 
with the IMaGE OF Gop; for they were of a ſpiritual na- 
ture, adorned with wiſdom and virtue, and endued with a 
principle of immortal life; but, I think, it 1s not unlikely 
that the outward form of mankind bore ſome faint reſem- 
blance to that glorious form, in which the LORD Gop 
made Himſelf viſible in Eden, It was the will of the 
CREATOR that the race of mankind ſhould increaſe ; 
and, as they were all to deſcend from the firſt pair, 
and in proceſs of time to be diſperſed in different parts of 
the earth, He gave to Adam and his Wife, not merely as a 
gift for themſelves, but as an inheritance for their polterity, 
dominicn over all tne inferior creatures; and this dominion 


will remain the excluſive privilege of mankind, as long as 


the world exiſts. | 

In the beginning of the world, the number of animals 
was very ſmall: its ſuppoſed, that two only of each kind 
were originally created; they could not therefore be given 


as food to mankind, without deſtroying ſome ſpecies. This, 


we may ſuppoſe, was one reaſon why Adam and his Wife 
had no permiſſion to eat fleſh; but there was another, as we 
may reaſonably conjecture, which rendered animal food un- 
neceſſary; the privilege of eating of the TREE OF LIFT, 
which is ſuppoſed to have had a property of preſerving the 


* Math. xix. 47 5 
en human 
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human body in conſtant health, free from pain, diſeaſes, and 
decay. Nothing was wanting to increaſe the happineſs of 
mankind in Eden. This delightful abode was a terreſtrial 
Paradiſe, a type of Heaven; in which the firſt pair enjoyed 
the tranſcendant felicity of converſing with their CREATOR, 
who, as we have already explained, vouchſafed to ma- 
nifeſt Himſelf to their ſenſes in his wy/ble Image; and thus 
gave an undoubted proof of his exiſtence; and, by zmmediate 
revelation, inſtructed them in thoſe divine truths which 
were neceſſary for them to know; but which Auman reaſon, 
without divine aſſiſtance, could not have diſcovered. 

No one, even in the preſent depraved ſtate of human na— 
ture, can ſeriouſly reflect on the infinite mercy and goodneſs 
of GoD, which they have themſelves experienced, without 
feeling ſentiments of love, veneration, and gratitude, and an 
_ ardent defire to pleaſe him ; we may therefore conclude that 
theſe ſentiments exiſted in their full force, in the uncor- 
rupted minds of our firſt parents, during their ſtate of inno- 
cence and perfection. Praiſe and adoration they conſequently 
would naturally offer ; and, had they been formed for this 
world alone, it is likely that Gop would have required no 
other tribute and homage from them. 

But Gop defigned this world only as the temporary 
abode of human kind; and intending to give them ſouls 
endued with a principle of immortal life, which would 
naturally aſpire after ſpiritual joys, and everlaiting hap- 
pineſs, He graciouſly prepared this happineſs for them 


in a better world, even before the earth was created“; but 


it was the will of the ALMIGHTY, that this happineſs ſhould 


be beſtowed as the reward of chedience, founded on faith: 


He therefore gave to the firſt pair an eaſy law, as a teſt of 
their faith and obedience. This law is called the Fi Cowe- 
rant [or agreement] between Gop and mankind ; and theſe 
- were the conditions of it : =GoD on his part, having given to 


mankind every thing neceſſary for their happinefs, promiſed _ 


them a continuance of life, as long as they ſhould be obedi- 
* Ephe. i. 4+ 1 Theſſ. v. 9. Matt, xxv. 34. 
| | ; ent; 
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ent:---Mankind on their part were required to keep the Di- 
vine law, which conſiſted in a command, to abſtain from the 
fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, with the penalty of death an- 
nexed to it, in caſe they diſobeyed. Now, in order to ren- 
der this obedience a rational ad, it was neceſſary, that man- 
kind ſhould believe in the exiſtence of Gop ®, and that He 
was able to perform what He had promiſed, conſequently 
their obedience was founded upon Fa1TH ; and the TREE or 
LIFE, like the bread and wine which Chriſtians eat and drink 
in the Communion of the Lord's Supper, was a Sacramental 
pledge between Go and mankjnd, by means of which Gop 

continued to them the bleſſings He promiſed ; and by eating 
of which they teſtified their faith in his promiſes. . 

In reſpect to moral actions, the firſt pair ſeem to have 
had no expreſs command; the injunction to keep the law 
of marriage had a reference to a future diftant period of 
time. Juſtice to the animal creation was implied, in Gop's 
making known to mankind that he had allotted to the 
beaſts, &c. the green herbs for food. Indeed moral inſti- 
tutions would have been uſeleſs to thoſe, who had as yet no 
ſocial connections. To the beaſts, birds, &c. Gop freely 
gave whatever was neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence and happi- 
neſs without a law ; becauſe he had not made them capable 
of obedience. | 

Having completed the works of Creation, and eftabliſhed 
the covenant above mentioned, Gop inſtituted the Sab- 
bath by bleſſing the /eventh day as a day of reſt and fandti- 
fication z and this inſtitution completed the Diſpenſation of 
Innocence. From the expreſſion Gop refled, we are to un- 

derſtand no more than that he left off creating; not from 
wearineſs, for that can never happen to the ALMIGHTY ; 
but he reſted on the ſeventh day to take pleaſure in his crea- 
tures, and to invite mankind, by the influence of his Holy 
Spirit, to a communion with himſelf, through the means» 
of contemplation, prayer, and praiſe, 
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From this ſeAion we learn, in the firſt place, that man- 
kind were never made for idleneſs. Induſtry ſeems to have 
been a neceſſary ingredient to complete their happineſs in 
their moſt perfect ſtate; and it is very certain, that no idle 
perſon, in the preſent condition of humanity, can enjoy 
any tolerable degree of felicity. In the next place, we are 
led to contemplate the goodneſs of Gop towards all his 
creatures, in providing neceſſaries for their ſubſiſtence; 
and to the human race in particular, in giving them the 
ſovereignty over the animal creation, who would otherwiſe 
have been too powerful for them: but, above all, the good- 
neſs of Gor was diſplayed in affording mankind the light 
of Divine revelation *. Of theſe bleflings we are partakers, 
and ſhould never forget to be thankful for them. 

We are alſo inſtructed to treat animals with humanity 
and kindneſs: The CREATOR (till continues to ſhew his re- 
gard for them, by ſending food for their nouriſhment ; 
we have no right to withhold his gifts; and it is our 
duty to imitate Gop, as far as he has given us faculties and 
power to do ſo, We are likewiſe taught to be true to our 
matrimonial engagement, and to keep the Sabbath-Day 
holy, ſince it was from the beginning appropriated by the 
CREATOR to his own immediate ſervice. 

We find that Adam and his wife were not cloathed as we 
are obliged to be. It is likely that the fruit of the Tree of 
Life preſerved them from feeling diſagreeable ſenſations 
of heat or cold: but however this was, we may learn 
from the circumſtance of their appearing before their 
Maker without the ornaments of dreſs, that we ought not 
to pride ourſelves on what can give us no value, in the 


fight of Gop; but for which we are indebted to beaſts and 


\ 2 


% 


* Without divine revelation, the firſt pair. could not have known, 


in the firſt inſtance, what food was proper for them; whether the 


animals were in ſubjeCtion to them; or whether their own lives would 
be continued for a ſing]: inſtant. | 
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OF THE FALL OF MAN. 


„ the ſerpent was more ſubtle than any beaſt 

of the field which the LORD Gon had made: 
and he ſaid unto the woman, Yea, hath Gop faid ye 
ſhall not eat of every tree in the garden? 

And the woman ſaid unto the ſerpent, we may eat 
of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 

But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midſt of 
the garden, God hath faid, ye ſhall not eat of it, nei- 

ther ſhall he touch it, leſt ye die. 
And the ſerpent ſaid unto the woman, ye ſhall not 
ſurely die. 

For Gop doth know, that in the day ye eat it thereof, 
then your eyes ſhall be opened: and ye ſhall be as 
Gods, knowing good and evil, 

And when the woman faw that the tree was 800d 
for food, and that it was pleaſant to the eyes, and a 
tree to be deſired to make one wiſe, ſhe took of the 
fruit thereof and did eat, and gave alſo to her huſband 
With her, and he did eat: 
And the eyes of them both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked: and they ſewed fig- 
leaves together, and made themſelves aprons. 

And they heard the voice of the LoRD Gon walk- 
ing in the garden, in the cool of the day: and Adam 
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and his wife hid themſelves from the preſence of the 
LorD Gor, amongſt the trees of the garden. 

And the LoRD Gop called unto Adam, and ſaid 

unto him, Where art thou? 

And he faid, I heard thy voice in the garden and I 
was afraid, becauſe I was naked, and I hid myſelf. 

And he faid, Who told thee that thou waſt naked ? 
Haſt thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded 
thee that thou ſhouldeſt not eat? 

And the man ſaid, Ihe woman whom thou gaveſt 
to be with me, ſhe gave me of the tree, and I did 
eat. 5 ee e 

And the Loxp Gop ſaid unto the woman, What 
is this that thou haſt done? and the woman ſaid, hors 
Serpent beguiled me and I did eat. | 

And the LoD Gop faid unto the ſerpent, Becauſe | 
thou haſt done this, thou art curſed above all cattle, 1 
and above every beaſt of the field: upon thy belly 


* 


ſhalt thou go, and duſt ſhalt thou eat all the 1 5 of i if 
thy life, | 
And will put enmity betweenthee and the woman, 
and between thy ſeed-and her ſeed: it ſhall bruiſe wy 
head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel. 
And unto the woman he aid, I will greatly multi- 
ply thy ſorrow in thy conception, in ſorrow ſhall thou 
bring forth children; and thy deſire ſhall be to thy s 


1 haſband, and he ſhall rule over thee. 1 
And unto Adam he faid, Becauſe thou haſt heark- 
ened unto the voice of thy wife, and haſt eaten of the 


tree, 
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13 OF THE FALL OF MAN. 


tree, of which I commanded thee, ſaying, Thou 
{halt not eat of it, curſed is the ground for thy ſake; 
in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. 
Thorns alſo, and thiſtles ſhall it bring forth to thee, 
and thou ſhalt eat of the herb of the field. 
In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, till 
thou return unto the ground, for out of it thou waſt 
taken; for duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt 


return. 


And Adam called his wife's name Eve, becauſe ſhe 


was the mother of all living. 


Unto Adam alſo and to his wife did the Lord Gop 
make coats of ſkins, and clothed them. 

And the Loxzd Gop ſaid, Behold, the man is 
become as one of us, to know good and evil: and 


now leſt he put forth his hand, and take alſo of the 


tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: therefore 
the Lox D Gop ſent him forth from the garden of 
Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 
So he drove out the man, and he placed in the gar- 
den of Eden cherubims, and a flaming ſword, which 
turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


However wily and artful the ſerpent might be in his nature, 


he was not poſſeſſed of reaſon and ſpeech, for theſe gifts were 


beſtowed on the human race alone; and therefore he could 


not poſſibly have addreſſed the woman in the manner here 


related: 
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related: but other parts of ſcripture enable us to account for 
this aſtoniſhing circumſtance, 

We are there told, that Satan, or the devil, was formerly 
an angel of light, an inhabitant of heaven, and high in the 
favor of GoD : but, not contented with theſe happy privi- 


leges, he rebelled againſt Gon, and drew many other ſpirits 


to join in his rebellion, which brought the wrath of God 
upon them, and occaſioned their being caſt into a dreadful 
place of puniſhment, called Hell, there to ſuffer extreme ago- 
nies“. This dreadful event happened before the creation 
of mankind. 

All we learn from the Scriptures concerning the fallen an- 
gels, is, that they are immortal ſpirits , many in num- 
ber, and of different ranks, acting under the direction 
of Satan; and that they will endure an eternity of torments; 


for they have corrupted themſelves ſo that they are unfit for 


heaven; and utterly unworthy of the favor of Gop. It 
ſeems that Satan, though baniſhed from heaven, had power 
to range this world t; but we may aſſure ourſelves that he 
was, and {till continues to be, miſerable beyond meaſure. _ 

From other paflages of Scripture we learn, that the 
devil was from the beginning an enemy to mankind, a de- 
ceiver, and the father of lies. This wicked diſpoſition in- 
clined him to do all things diſpleaſing to God ; and to en- 
deavour to deſtroy mankind, or at leaſt to make them as 
wretched as himſelf; and this diſpoſition ſtill continues, 


which heexerciſes by ſuggeſting evil thoughts F. When the 


ALMIGHTY gave mankind a law, He left them a power 
of keeping or breaking it ||. This power is called free will; 
without it there would have been no merit in their obed1- 


* Rev. xii. 9. Ibid xx. 2. Luke x. 18. 
+ Matt. ix. 34. Xii. 24. Mark v. 9. Rev. xii. 7. 8. 
1 Job i. 7. ii. 2. 
§1 Peter v. 8. 2 Cor. ii. 11. Luke xxii. 3. 


|| Rom. vi. 16. Ecelus. xv. 14, &c. 
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ence, any more than there is in a clock, for pointing out the 
hours of the day ; or in any machine, that is put in motion 
by the art and direction of man. They were likewiſe endued 
with reaſon to direct their will ; and, without doubt, the firſt 
pair, as well as we, had the aid of Gop's ſpirit to ſtrengthen 
them, when they were inclined to do their duty. / f 

Satan has not the power to force mankind to fin ®, but may 
be reſiſted and put to flight; and therefore, in tempting man- I 
kind, he proceeded by cunning and artifice : he either en- ; 
tered into, or aſſumed the appearance of the ſerpent ; and 
with infinuating addreſs and plauſible perſuaſions, endea- 
voured to excite in the mind of the woman, pride, diſcon- 
tent, and ambition, with envious and impious notions of 
ALMIGHTY Gop ; and to perſuade her to break the Divine 
command, 'The woman muſt know, that it was her duty to 
be contented with the condition in which Gop had placed 
her; and that he had given her an expreſs command not to 
eat the fruit of that tree, and had threatened her with 
DEATH if ſhe diſobeyed ; therefore ſhe ſhould on no account 
have preſumed to eat of it. Adam was very weak in ſuf- 
fering his affection for his wife to lead him into fin againſt 
Gor, whom he ought to have loved above all things. 

As ſoon as Adam and his wife had broken the covenant 
by diſobedience, they were ſtruck with a conſciouſneſs, that 
they had forfeited the protection of Gop, and began to be 
ſenſible of infirmities which they would never have known, 
had they continued obedient. 

How happy muſt they have been, while innocent, in be- 
holding the glory of the LoRD Gov, and hearing his graci- 
ous words! But can imagination form an idea of the ago- 
nizing pangs, which tore their diſtracted hearts, when the 

Loks, as uſual, manifeſted his Divine preſence in the gar- 


* Eph, ive 27. Vii. 11. 2 Tim, iii. 26, James iv. 7. 1 Pet. 
V. 8. 9. | 
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den? Inſtead of going with joy and gratitude to pay their 
adoration to HIM, they attempted to hide themſelves, expect- 
ing that HE would immediately inflict the puniſhment of 
DEATH for their breach of the covenant ; but ſee the good- 
neſs of Gop. HE called unto Adam, who otherwiſe would 
not have dared to appear, giving him and his wife an op- 
portunity of confeſſing their ſins, that they might become 
objects of that mercy, which he had reſolved to ſhew to the 
contrite and penitent * ; inſtead of puniſhing Adam and 
Eve with inſtant and eternal death, as in all probability He 
would have done, had they attempted to juſtify themſelves, 
Gop revived their ſpirits, and preſerved them from deſpair, 
by pronouncing a ſentence which doomed them indeed to 
temporal evils, ending in the death of the Body, but which 
was accompanied with a promiſe that implied a final victory 
over their ee enemy, and a reſtoration of righteouſ- 
nels, 

Though the ALMIGHTY doomed theſe wretched ſinners 
to puniſhment, he forgot not his intended mercy to the hu- 
man kind, The crime of the firſt pair being known to Gop's 
omniſcience, his wiſdom and goodneſs had provided a re- 
medy againſt the death, which they would bring into the 
world +; and though the time was not come for the full re- 
velation of the important myſtery, he vouchſafed to comfort 
Adam and his wife, with hopes that one born of a woman 
ſhould repair the miſchief, which Satan had brought upon 
mankind f. By the Serpent was certainly meant the de- 
vil, by his ſeed we are to underſtand Evil which he ſowed in 


the world ||; the expreſſion bruzing the heel ſignified his 


ſubtle and miſchievous practices againſt the human race; and 
by the ſeed of the woman is to be underſtgod, the Mes $sIaH 


* Pf. xxxiv. 18. Prov. xxviil. 13. Iſa. lvii. 15. Jam. Iv. 10. 
1 John i. 9. + 2 Timothy i. 9. 1 Pet. 1. 2. 


See Biſhop Sherlock's diſſertation on the Moſaic account of the 


Fall, [! Matt. xill. 24, 28 &e. | 
our 
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our LoRD JESUS Cur1sT, the reſtorer of righteouſneſs, 
who was finally, as the repreſentative of mankind, to over- 
come the devil, and put an end to his power, which is implied 
in the expreſſion of bruiſing his head, The promiſe therefore, 
that The ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head, was 
Gop's ſecond covenant with mankind, which is fully ex- 
plained in the NewTeſament. The firſt covenant, reſpecting 
the bleſſings of Paradiſe, was made with the firſt pair only, 
In the ſecond, the whole race of mankind were included. 
While man continued innocent, the earth had yielded him 
ſpontaneous nouriſhment, prepared by the providence of 
Go. The ground was now curſed for his ſake, that he 
might be obliged to labour hard for his ſubſiſtance, and he 


l was condemned to eat the herb of the field, like the beaſts, 
to whom he had made himſelf equal by abuſing his reaſon. 


But that the human race might till be diſtinguiſhed 
from the brutes, over whom dominion was given them, it 
pleaſed Gop to ſuggeſt to their reaſon, means of rendering 
the fruits of the field more palatable and wholeſome to their 


nature, by making ſome of them into bread *, 


As for the woman, ſhe was ſentenced to bring forth chil- 
dren in ſorrow, which implied, that an increaſe of family 
would be the cauſe of pain and anxiety to her: ſhe was alſo 
to be in ſubjection to her huſband, as a puniſhment for acting 
in ſo material a point without him, and taking advantage of 
his tenderneſs, to make him a partner of her crime. 

Satan, in all probability, fled back to Hell, when he had 
compaſſed his wretched deſigns; but he could not have eſ- 
caped the vengeance of God, had the ALMIGHTY thought 
fit to inflict additional miſery on him at this time, Scrip- 


“Every good gift and every perfect gift (ſays St. James) is from 
above, and cometh down from the FATRHER OF LIGHT,” It is 
no improbable conjecture therefore, that the thought of making corn 
into bread was originally the effect of Divine inſpiration. 
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ture informs us, that he and his angels are reſerved for 
a greater degree of puniſhment, at the end of the 
world “. The diſappointment of Satan's principal view 
in tempting mankind, muſt have been a great morti- 
fication to his pride and malice ; and to mortify him till 
more, the creature he had entered into was degraded from 


its rank in the creation, and made a fit emblem of his ſpite- 


ful temper. Gop had an undoubted right to alter the nature 
of the ſerpent, as his infinite wiſdom thought good ; and as 
the ſerpent was not poſſeſſed of reaſon, he could not know 
what uſe the devil put him to, or be ſenſible of the e 
he had undergone. / 

With what heavy hearts muſt Adam and Eve turn their 
backs on that delightful abode, in which they had enjoyed 
ſuch invaluable privileges ! 

From what we ourſelves experience of the condition of 
humanity, ſince mankind learnt to know evil as well as 


good, we may be certain, that everlaſting life, under ſuch 


circumſtances, would be a misfortune, inſtead of a bleſ- 
fing; we ſhould, therefore, be thankful, that the Tree of 
Liſe is not within our reach; and that the hopes of man- 
kind are transferred to another world. | 

It is ſuppoſed that, before the Fall of man, beaſts had multi- 
plied; and thatGop, in conſideration of the penitence of man- 
kind, delayed the execution of the penalty of death ; and 
commanded Adam to kill ſome, and offer them in ſacrifice, 
as an acknowledgment that he and his wife were deſerving 
of death, but reſpited a little while by Gop's mercy, And it 


is probable, that Gop clothed Adam and Eve with the ſkins 


of theſe beaſts, to ſhew them, in a figurative way, that as 
clothes covered their bodies, ſo ſacrifices, offered according 


to GoD's own appointment, would, in ſome lenie, © cover and | 


* 2 Pet. il. 4. Jude vi. 


protect 
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protect them from the puniſhment, which their fin had de- 


Ds. * 


The expulſion of mankind from Paradiſe was attended 
with great ſolemnity, The Lord Gop baniſhed them him- 
ſelf from the Tree of Life, and placed ſome of the Heavenly 
Holſt as guards to prevent their future approach to it. All 

we know of the nature of the Cherubim is from the prophe- 
tic writings +. | 

From this ſection we learn, in the firſt place, thedanger of 
a vain curioſity to know what it has pleaſed Gop to conceal 
from mankind. This led our firit parents into the fin of diſ- 
obedience; therefore all knowledge which we cannot obtain 
by lawful means, we ſhould be contented to forego. 

In the next place we learn to be contented with the condi- 
tion of humanity. The CREATOR has made a great many 
different orders of beings, and placed them in different ranks, 
according to his good pleaſure z it is therefore ſinful to with 
to be any other kind of creature than we are; and ſtill more 
fo, to beenvious of the perfections of Gop himſelf, 

Since the devil ſuggeſted wickedneſs to our firſt pa- 
rents, and the Scriptures inform us, that he 1s the pro- 
feſſed enemy of mankind in general, we muſt endea- 


vour to guard our minds againſt his artful inſinuations. 
Whenever we find in our hearts any inclinations con- 
trary to our known duty, we ſhould immediately have 
recourſe to Gon by prayer, that he may by his grace 
enable us to overcome the eh one, who will flee away 
if thus reſiſted. We ſhould alſo be very careful not to 
deſire any thing, merely becauſe it is pleaſant to our eyes, 


and good for food; but ſhould conſider, firſt whether it 


* Dr. Watts's view of Scripture Hiſtory, 
P See Ezek. Ch, i. v. 5 and ſeq, 
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be conſiſtent with our duty to wiſh for it---and if at any time 
we ſuffer ourſelves to be betrayed into fin, we ſhould on no 
account endeavour to entice others to be partners in our 
guilt. 

From the behaviour of our firſt parents, immediately af 
ter they had diſobeyed Gop's command, we fee, that fin 


naturally leads to ſhame and fear; we alſo perceive, that 


human reaſon alone can give to ſinners no certain hope of 
pardon, much leſs of immortality; therefore, inſtead of 
ſeeking to juſtify ourſelves, and claiming forgiveneſs, and 
eternal life, as our natural right, we ſhould, like our firſt 
parents, be ready to confeſs our ſins, and rely on divine mer- 
cy for pardon, which Gop graciouſly promiſed to all man- 
kind, as his own free gift, through the /eed of the woman. 
who alone can bruiſe the Serpent's head, 
We, and all the human race, have cauſe to deplore the 
tranſgreſſion of our firſt parents; becauſe, as they forfeited 
the joys of Paradiſe, they. could not convey the inheritance 
of theſe bleſſings to their poſterity, any more than a man 
can leave an eſtate to his children, after having forteited it 
to the crown, by an act of rebellion, Neither could they 
claim for their deſcendants an exemption from death, be- 
cauſe they themſelves ſubjected human nature to. death. 
The fir? covenant was not renewed to mankind in ge. 
neral; all the deſcendants of Adam. are heirs to the ſecond 
only, and have by zature no right to the hope of life eter- 
nal. — This is the gift of Gop, through the ſced of the av9- 
man. | 
It does not become us to murmur and repine, that we have 
not the ſame privileges as Adam and Eve; for in all proba- 


bility we ſhould have abuſed them as they did. —It is 


true, that the Tree of Life is not within our reach. — Death 
is entered into the world, and every one that is born mult 


Wbmit to it; but immortal happineſs is {till attainable, and 
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we may learn the conditions of it from the Scriptures; let 

us therefore, with thankful hearts, acknowledge the Divine 

goodneſs to fallen man; ſubmit with patient reſignation to 

the natural evils of humanity, and even to death itſelf; fince 

 Gop has provided a remedy, which will prevent our ſpiritual 

enemy from effecting our final deſtruttion, if we comply 
® with the terms of ſalvation. 
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ND Eve bare Cain, and ſaid, J have gotten 
a man from the Lorp. 

And ſhe again bare his brother Abel, and Abel 
was a keeper of ſheep, but Cain was a tiller of the 
ground. 

And in proceſs of time it came to paſs, that Cain 
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto 
the LoRD. 

And Abel he alſo br ought of the firſtlings of his 
flock, and of the fat thereof, and the LorD had re- 
ſpect unto Abel and to his offering. 

But unto Cain and his offering he had not reſpect, 
and Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 

And the Lorp faid unto Cain, why art thou 
wroth, and why is thy countenance fallen? 

If thou doeſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted ? 
And if thou doeſt not well, ſin lieth at the door. 
And to thee ſhall be his deſire, and thou ſhalt rule 
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THE DEATH OF ABEL. 27 
over him. And Cain talked with Abel his brother: 
and it came to paſs when they were in the field, that 
Cain roſe up againſt Abel his brother, and flew 
him. | 

And the Lorp faid unto Cain, where is Abel 
thy brother? And he faid, I know not, am I my 
brother's keeper ? | 

And he ſaid, what halt thou done? The voice of 
thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground. 

And now art thou curſed from the earth, which 
hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy. hand. | 

When thou tilleſt the ground, it ſhall not 
forth yield unto thee her ſtrength; a fugitive and 
vagabond ſhalt thou be in the earth. 
And Cain faid unto the Loxp, my puivſhment is 


hen Ce- 
1 


a 


greater than I can bear. 


Behold thou haſt driven me tlis day from the face 
of the earth ; and from thy face ihall i be hid, and 1 
{ſhall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and 
it ſhall come to paſs, that every one that | findeth me 


ſhall ſlay me. 


And the Lonp ſaid unto him, therefore every one 


that ſlayech Cain, vengeance ſhall be taken on him 
ſeven-fold. And the Loxp ſet a mark upon Cain, 
leſt any finding him ſhould kill him. 

And Cain went out from the preſence of the LorD, 
and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the eaſt of Eden. 


And Cain's wife bare Enoch, and he builded a City, 
C 2 and 
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and called the name of the city after the name of his 
ſon Enoch, 

And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, 
and Adam's wife bare a ſon, and ſhe called his name 
Seth: for Gop, ſaid ſhe, hath given me another 
ſeed inſtead of Abel whom Cain flew. 

And to Seth there was alſo a fon born, and he 
called his name Enos; then began men to call them- 
ſelves by the name of the LORD. 


* See the margin of the Bible, 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


Abel ſeems to have been of an amiable, religious diſpoſi- 
tion; Cain, on the contrary, of a moroſe, unthankful tem- 
per; but the particular cavſe of his inveterate hatred to his 
brother was, that the Loxy Gop had rejected his ſacrifice 
and accepted Abel's. There is reaſon to ſuppole (as we ob- 


ferved before) that ſacrifices were appointed by Gop himſelf, 


becauſe, in that early age of the world, man was not allowed 
to kill any thing for food: in Eden he lived upon fruits, and 
after he was expelled from thence, his ſentence was to eat 
bread in the ſweat of his brow ; therefore it is not likely, 
that he would have thought of appeaſing the anger of Gop, 
by killing an innocent creature: but, as the ALMIGHTY 
was pleaſed to reveal to Adam and Eve his gracious purpoſe 
of ſending a reflorer of righteouſneſs, it is likely that he in- 


ſtituted the rite of ſacrificing animals, as a repreſentation of 
the great ſacrifice to be made by CHRIST; and, as a means 


whereby mankind might expreſs faith or belief in the promiſes 
of Gop ; for theſe purpoſes (it is preſumed) He commanded 
them to offer unto Him ſome of the fruits of the earth, as 

| | an 
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an acknowledgement of their dependance on him; and ſome 
of their flocks, as an atonement for their ſins; and, as 2 


mark of acceptance, ſent fire from Heaven to conſume the 


offering : not that mankind were able to lay their fins upon 
the creature they put to death; but to intimate that the 
Lon p would pardon their tranſgreſſions, for the ſake of their 
faith and obedience, which he had commanded them to ex- 
preſs by their offerings. 

It is ſtrongly implied in this ſection, that the LoxD Gop 
continued to manifeſt his Divine preſence : and, it is no 
improbable conjecture, that ſome peculiar ſpot was ſanctiſied 
by His appearance, Let us, then, ſuppoſe, that Cain and 
Abel repaired to this holy ground *, and offered their ſacri- 
fices, Cain's conſiſted only of ſome of the fruits of the earth; 


from which we may infer, that he appeared before Gop as a 


juft perſon, wanting no repentance, but merely acknowledging 
God's goodneſs and bounty, Abel, conſcious of his own 
imperfedtions, offered ſome of the firſtlings of his flocks, as 
an atonement agreeably to the divine inſtitution, by which he 
teſtified his iti, or reliance on the promiſes and appoint- 
ments of GoD : this faith rendered his ſacrifice acceptable + ; 
the want of it occaſioned Cain's to be rejected. That Cain 


might not plead ignorance, it pleaſed the Lok to point out 


the omiſſion ; and to remind him, that he had not made expi- 


ation for his ſin; but, inſtead of repairing his fault, Cain 


went away in wrath ; and though the Lorp Gop had re- 
proved him for his diſcontent and envy with the utmoſt 
mildneſs, he continued to indulge thoſe baneful paſſions, till 


he brought himſelf to commit the horrid crime of fratricide ! 
So great was the pride of Cain, that he could not bear a 
ſuperior, even in the favour of Gop ; what then muſt have 


been his mortification to find himſelf the moſt abje& of man- 
kind; baniſhed to a diftant land, far from that hallowed ſpot, 


* See Biſhop Sherlock on Prophecy. f Heb. xi, 4. 
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which was then diſtinguiſhed by the frequent appearance ot 
the LoRxD Gop; and deſtitute of that faith, which is the 
only ſure foundation of hope? Senſible, in part, of his 
wretched condition, Cain particularly lamented, that he was 
driven from the ſace of the LoRD; and expreſſed the moſt 
dreadful apprehenſions, that the hand of every one would be 
ready to cut off ſuch a monſter : yet he diſdained (as it ſeems) 
to implore the pardon of Gop, nor did he expreſs remorſe 
for the wicked action he had committed : however, it pleaſed 
the Loxp, not only to ſpare his life, but to threaten that 
he would puniſh whoever ſhould take upon himſelf to kill 
Cain, becauſe it would be preſumption to alter the ſentence 
of GOD, who thought proper to prolong the days of the firſt 
murderer, in order (as we may ſuppoſe) to make him a 
living example of the unhappineſs which follows the com- 
miſſion of this dreadful crime; and alſo to give him time for 
repentance. 

As Abel was evidently in favour with GonD, we cannot 
ſuppoſe, that he was abandoned to the rage of his brother as 
a puniſhment z on the contrary, we may regard his early death, 
in reference to Providence, as a mark of the Divine appro- 
bation, and reaſonably conclude, that, as he teſtified a true 
faith, he was comforted with hope of being received into a 
better world. | | 

The Scripture is ſilent in reſpect to the ſorrow of Adam 
and Eve on this mournful occaſion ; but, without doubt, 
it mult have been a great affliction to them, to loſe a beloved 
fon by the unnatural hand of his own brother; and to have 
the offender condemned to drag on a wretched life, under 


the diſpleaſure of Gop, and the contempt of mankind ; and 


their ſorrow was certainly greatly aggravated by the reflec- 
tion, that they themſelves had brought death into the world, 
In reſpect to the mark that was ſet upon Cain, there is no 
certainty ; but ſome learned authors think, that the verſe 
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which mentions it is not exactly tranſlated, and that it 
ſhould be rendered, ſet a mark before Cain; that is, wrought 
ſome miracle or fign, to aſſure him that he ſhould not be 
ſlain : however it was, it will anſwer no purpoſe to puzzle 
ourſelves with ſuch queſtions as theſe, which are merely mat - 
ter of curioſity, as none of Cain's poſterity are now remain» 
ing in the world. Fi 

Though none of the immediate poſterity of Adam and Eve 
are mentioned by their names in the Bible, excepting Cain, 

bel, and Seth, it -is certain that they had other children 
before the murder of Abel, becauſe we read of Cain's wife, 
who mult have been the davghter of Adam and Eve. Ac- 
cording to calculations that have been made, it is probable, 
that, by the time Adam was 130 years old, there miglit be of 
his children, grand children, and great grand-children, 
many thouſands of people in the world *. Seth is particu- 
larly mentioned, becauſe, from him was to deſcend, in a 
regular ſucceſſion, the Saviouk of mankind, the promijed 
feed of the avoman. 

At the end of this ſection we read, that after the birth of 
Enos, men began to call themſelves by the name of the LORD ; 
from this expreſſion, compared with the beginning of the 
next ſection, we are led to think, that all thoſe, who believed 
In the Divine promiſes, ſolemnly devoted themſelves to the 
ſervice of the LokD, and expreſſed their faith by offering 
the ſacrifices which he had appointed ; on which acccunt the 
Lorp Gop adopted them as His ſens; and, as ſuch, gare 


them a title to the heavenly inheritance intended to be pur- 


chaſed for the human race, by the Reſtorer of Righteouſ- 
neſs, | , 
Much practical inſtruction may be collected from this 
hiſtory of Cain and Abel. In the firſt place, we may infer 
from it, that the public prayers, (which are now in the 


* See Stackhouſe on the Bible, 
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place of ſacrifices) are not acceptable to Gop from perſons 
who harbour hatred and malice in their minds. We may al- 
ſo learn, that wicked actions, however ſecretly committed, 
cannot be hid from Gop; and that the SuUrkEME BEING 
Himſelf, is the avenger of murder, and will bring it to light 
by ſome means or other ; at leaſt, will not ſuffer' a murderer 
to know that inward peace, which ariſes from a quiet con- 
ſcience, - The fear and dread of diſcovery mult be continual 
torments to him, and will compel him to flee from place to 
place, — We are likewiſe taught, that to be driven from the 
face of the LORD, or to be cut off from the Society of Gop's 
people, and deprived of the bleſſing of coramunion with Gon, 
in ſocial worſhip, as a murderer muſt neceſſarily be, is the 
greateſt puniſhment that can be inflicted, 

Brothers and ſiſters are particularly inſtructed, by this por- 
tion of Scripture, to cheriſh from their early years an affectio- 
nate attachment to each other, which, by its endearments, will 


prove a ſource of continual comfort and pleaſure : by re- 


peated acts of kindneſs they may ſecure to themſelves a ſet of 
faithful, diſintereſted friends, ready on all occaſions to do them 
good offices; and will have the additional ſatisfaction of 
increaſing the felicity of their parents. But thoſe, who in- 
dulge ſelifhneſs of mind, and are continually ſtudying how 
to obtain a preference to themſelves, and are envious of the 
ſuperior advantages of their brothers and ſiſters, commit a 
great offence againſt God, are enemies to ſociety, by deſtroy- 
ing the peace of families, and cannot expect to be eſteemed 
or beloved, 


. ; 


1 


. 


TRE GENEALOGY FROM ADAM IN THE LINE 
OF SETH, TO THE TIME OF THE DELUGE. 


DAM lived an hundred and thirty years, and 
had a ſon in his own likeneſs, after his image; 


and called his name Seth: and the days of Adam 


after the birth of Seth, were eight hundred years : 
and he had ſons and daughters : and all the days 
that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years : 
and he died. 

And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and be- 
gat Enos : and Seth lived after he begat Enos eight 


hundred and ſeven years, and begat ſons and daugh- 


ters; and all the days of Seth were nine hundred 
and twelve years : and he died. 
And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan : 


And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight hundred 


and fifteen years, and begat ſons and daughters: 
and the days of Enos were nine hundred and five 


years: and he died. 


And Cainan lived ſeventy years, and begat Ma- 
halaleel : and Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel 
eight hundred and forty years, and begat ſons and 
daughters : and all the days of Cainan were nine 


hundred and ten years: and he died. 


And Mahalaleel lived ſixty and five years, and be- 
gat Jared: and Mahalaleel lived after begat are 


>. — 
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eight hundred and thirty years, and begat ſons and 
daughters: and all the days of Mahalaleel were 
eight hundred ninety and five years : and he died. 

And Jared lived an hundred ſixty and two years, 
and he begat Enoch : and Jared lived after he begat 
Enoch eight hundred years, and begat ſons and 
daughters : and all the days of Jared were nine hun- 
dred ſixty and two years: and he died. 

And Enoch lived ſixty and five years, and begat 
Methuſelah: and Enoch walked with God after he 


begat Methuſelah three hundred years, and begat 
ſons and daughters: and all the days of Enoch were 


three hundred fixty and five years: and Enoch 
walked with God : and he was not; for Gop took 


And Methuſelah lived an hundred eighty and ſe- 
ven years, and begat Lamech : And Methuſelah 
lived after he begat Lamech ſeven hundred eighty 
and two years, and begat ſons and daughters: 
and all the days of Methuſelah were nine hundred 
ſixty and nine years: and he died. 

And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two 
years, and begat a ſon: and he called his name 
Noah, ſaying, This fame ſhall comfort us concerning 


our work and toil of our hands, becauſe of the ground 


which the Lok p hath curſed. And Lamech lived 
after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five 
years, and begat ſons and daughters: and all the 
days of Lamech were ſeven hundred ſeventy and. 
leven years: and he died. 

| And 
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: And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah 


e DM begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

: ANNOTATIONS ax REFLECTIONS, 

a] 3 The deſign of this ſection is to ſhew the regular deſcent 

* from * to Noah, with a view to preſerve the genealogy 
of the promijed ſeed. Senn” 

t We do not read that Adam and Eve were guilty of any 
capital crimes after they left Paradiſe, and may therefore ſup- 

: pole, that the general tenor of their conduct was agreeable 

l to the will of Gop, and that they educated their children 

: in the principles of religion. It pleaſed the Lord to ſpare 

Adam's life for a length of years; and, in all probability, 


Eve alſo lived to a good old age, but they muſt have felt 
ſeverely the evils which their diſobedience firſt brought into 
the world: however, as they {till enjoyed the advantage of 
an immediate intercourſe with the LoRD Gop, it is reaſona— 
ble to think, that they were comforted with hopes of enjoy - 
ing, through his infinite mercy, that happineſs in a future 
ſtate, which they had loſt in this. 

It is ſaid of Enoch, that he walked with God. By this 
expreſſion we may underitand, that Enoch complied with all 
the ordinances of Gop. | ” | 

The Son of Sirach“ tells us, that he left to all generations 
an example of repentance, and the Apoſtle informs us that 
he was tranſlated, or taken to heaven without dying, on 

account of his faith, and that before his tranſlation he had 
this teltimony, namely, that he pleaſed God . 

Methuſalah was the o!deti man chat ever lived. Longevity 
muſt nave been a great bleſſing to the firſt race of mankind, 
while they lived good lives and enjoved healthy conttitu— 


* Fecleſ. xliv, 16. + Heb. xi, 5. | 
| ..C 6 tions 
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tions; but, according to the preſent ſtate of the world, it would 
be an intolerable evil. Lamech, the father of Noah, pro- 
nounced a remarkable prophecy at the birth of this ſon.— 
This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our work, and toil of our 
hands, becauſe of the ground which the LORD hath curſed. 
From this prediction, it is ſuppoſed e, © That the curſe 


upon the ground, pronounced at the fall, ſubſiſted in all its 


rigour to the days of Lamech ; that the work and toil neceſ- 
ſary to raiſe from the ground a ſufficient ſupport for life, was 
a grievous and irkſome burden; and that there was an ex 
pectation in his time, at leaſt among thoſe who had not 
quite forgot Gop, of a deliverance from the curſe of the 
fall; of which deliverance he underſtood his ſon Noah would 
be the inſtrument. We ſhall ſee, as we proceed, in what 
manner this prediction was completed. 


The birth of Noah happened in the eleventh century after 
the fall. | | og 


* See Biſhop Sherlock, on Prophecy. 


. VI. 
TRE GENEALOGY FROM Cairn. 


ND Cain's wife bare Enoch, and he builded 

a city, and called the name of the city after 

the name of his fon Enoch. And unto Enoch was 

born Irad, and unto Irad, Mehujael, and unto Me- 
hujael, Methuſael, and unto Methuſael, Lamech. 

And Lamech took unto him two wives: the name 

of the one was Adah, and the name of the other 

Zillah. And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father 

of ſuch as dwell in tents, and of ſuch as have cattle. 

And 


r 
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And his brother's name was Jubal : he was the fa- 
ther of all ſuch as handle the harp and organ. And 
Zillah, ſhe alſo bare Tubal-cain, an inſtructer of 
every artificer in braſs and iron : and the ſiſter of 


Tubal-cain was Naamah. 


And Lamech ſaid unto his Wives, Adah and Zil- 
lah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken 
unto my ſpeech ; for I have ſlain a man to my 
wounding, and a young man to my hurt. If Cain 
ſhall be avenged ſeven fold, truly Lamech ſeventy 
and ſeven fold. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


It is remarked, that, in this genealogy, there is not one 
good perſon pointed out; ſeveral of them became famous 
tor uſeful and curious arts, which ſhews, that Gop does not 
confine this kind of knowledge to the beſt people; and, 
therefore, it is wrong for any to value themſelves merely for 
their ſkill in human arts and ſciences ; it is the proper ap- 
plication of their talents, to the glory of Gop, and the 


good of mankind, that can alone render them roy: eſ- 
timable. 


Lamech, the deſcendant of Cain, is ſuppoſed to have 
been the firſt man who had two wives: he is thought by 
ſome to have killed Cain ; but it rather appears from the 
text, that he had ſlain another perſon, and was fearful Goo 
would inflift a greater puniſhment upon him, than he had 
on the firſt murderer; becauſe he had preſumed to kill a 
man, notwithſtanding he had ſeen the evil conſequences 
which the perpetration of murder brought upon Cain. 

There is great ſimilarity of names in the deſcendants of 
Seth and Cain; we muſt be careful not to confound one 
with the other, 5 

. SECT. 
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ND it came to paſs, when men began to mul- 

tiply on the face of the earth, and daughters 

were born unto them, that the Sons of Gop ſaw 

the daughters of men, that they were fair; and they 
took them wives of all which they choſe. 

And the Lord ſaid, my ſpirit ſhall not always 

ſtrive with man, for that he alſo is fleſh: yet his 


days ſhall be an hundred and twenty years. 


There were giants in the earth in thoſe days, and 
alſo after that; the ſame became mighty men, which 
were of old men of renown. And Gop ſaw that 
the wickedneſs of man was great in the earth, and 
the whole imagination, purpoſes, and defires* of his 


heart were only evil continually. And it repented 


the Lord that he had made man on the n and 
it grieved him at his heart. 
And the Lorp faid, I will deſtroy man, whom 1 


have created, from the face of the earth; both man 


and beaſt, and the creeping thing, and the fowl of 


the air, for it repenteth me that J have made them. 


But Noah found grace in the fight of the Lorp, 
Noah was a juſt man, and perfect in his generations; 
and Noah walked with Gop.. And Noah had three 
ſons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 


* See margin of the Bible. 


And: 
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And Gop ſaid unto Noah, the end of all fleſh is 
come before me, for the earth is filled with violence 
through them. Behold I will. deſtroy them with 
the earth. 

Make thee an ark of gopher-wood : rooms ſhalt 
thou make in the ark, and ſhalt pitch it within and 
without with pitch, 

And this is the faſhion which thou ſhalt make it 
of : the length of the ark ſhall be three hundred cu- 
bits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of 
it thirty cubits. 

A window ſhalt thou make to the ark, and in a 
cubit ſhalt thou finiſh it above; and the doors of 
the ark ſhalt thou ſet in the fide thereof: with lower, 
ſecond, and third ſtories ſhalt thou make it. 

And behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters 
upon the earth, to deſtroy all fleſh, wherein is the 
breath of life, from under heaven ; and every thing 
that is in the earth (hall die. 

But with thee will I eſtabliſh my covenant : and 
thou ſhalt come into the ark ; thou, and thy ſons, 
and thy wife, and thy ſons' wives with thee. 

And of every living thing of all fleſh, two of every 
fort ſhalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive 
with thee : they ſhall be. male and female. 

Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their 
kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after 
his kind: two of every ſort ſhall come unto thee, to 
keep them alive. : 


Or 


\ | 
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Of every clean beaft thou ſhalt take to thee by ſe- 
vens, the male and his female: and of beaſts that 
are not clean by two, the male and the female. 

Of the fowls of the air by ſevens, the male and 
the female; to keep ſeed alive upon the face of all 
the earth. 

And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, 
and thou ſhalt gather it to thee ; and it ſhall be for I 
food for thee and for them. i 

Thus did Noah; according to all that Gop com- 
manded him, ſo did he. 


a 
4 
A 
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ANNOTATIONS Ax Dp REFLECTIONS. 


* We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the murder of Abel 
was not the firſt wicked action which Cain had committed. 
It ſeems as if he were deeply practiced in guilt, by the ſul- 
len reply he made to the LoRD,— 4m I my brother's 
keeper ? + nor does there appear any ſubmiſſion, in the 
manner of his receiving the juſt ſentence that the LoRD pro- 
nounced againſt him: his anſwer is the language of unſub- 
dued pride, and deſperation : therefore, it is likely that he 
hardened his heart againſt Gop, and brought up his family 
according to his own bad principles, 

We obſerved before, that the heavieſt part of Cain's ſen- 
tence, was, his being driven from the face of the LoRD. 
From Gop's uſual dealings with ſinners, as deſcribed in the 
Holy Scriptures, we have reaſon to think, that this would 
not have been inflicted, had he been contrite and penitent, 

Altenated from Gop, Cain was expoſed to the tempta- 

tons of Satan; and it is not unlikely, that this ſpiritual 


* Hingeſton on the Covenaats, ＋ See Section 4. 
1 f enemy 
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enemy ſuggeſted to him, or to ſome of his wicked race, the 
worſhipping of creatures, inſtead of the CREATOR ; for we 
are told by the Author of the Book of Wiſdom “, that he 
deviſing of idols was the beginning of the corruption of life ; 
and St. Paul tells us, that ue n men knew Gop, they 
glorified him not as GOD, but changed the glory of the incorrup- 
tible GoD, into an image, made like unto corruptible man, and to 
birds and beaſis, and creeping things, The ſame Apoſtle 
alſo informs us, that the SON oF Gop (called in Geneſis 
the LoRD GoD) ig the brightneſs of his Father's glory t, and 
the expreſs image of his fer, un. The {in of idolatry, there- 
fore, ſeems, in the firſt inſtance, to have conſiſted in men's 
diſhonouring God, by ſetting up imaginary deities, even 
while the LoRD Gop vouchſafed to manifeſt his preſence, 
by his Viſible Image, or, as Chriſtians ſtile him, his only- be- 
gotten SON, From this account of the origin of idolatry, we 
may be able to comprehend, what 1s meant in the beginning 
of this ſection, by the two ſorts of perſons, diſtinguiſhed by 
the different titles of the Sens of GoD, and the Daughters of 
Men, 

Seth continued to dwell in that part of the world, which 
was diſtinguiſhed by the viſible preſence of the Loxp Gop, 
worſhipped Him as the Creator and Governor of the World, 


offered the ſacrifices which He appointed, and kept in mind 


the promiſe of a Reſtorer of Righteouſneſs; and brought up 


his family in the true religion, We may alſo ſuppoſe, that 


the reſt of Adam's poſterity (except the unnatural branch 


that was cut off) followed his example : theſe then were the 


Sons of Gop; and Cain and his family, with ſuch as apoſ- 


tatized from the Lokn God, and joined with them, the 


Sons of Men. 


It is here intimated, that the FR of G were at firſt 2 


very careful to keep themſelves ſeparate from the Sons of 


* Wiſdom of Solomon, xiv. 12. 
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Men; but after a time, they married wives from among. | 
them. This mixture of good and wicked people, was pro. WT 
ductive of very bad conſequences. It is moſt likely, that We 


Such a race of people, as the Antideluvians are deſcribed 
to have been, were unfit to live; therefore, we cannot won - 
der that they were at laſt deſtroyed ; but we find, that the 
long-ſuffering of Gop was very great; for he mercifull; 

delayed, for an hundred and twenty years, the judgment he 
intended to bring upen them. 


theſe Daughters of Men, and their impious relations, en- 
ticed to idolatry the Sors of GoD, who had married them; WW 
and theſe by degrees enticed others, = 


By the expreſſion, ½ 
ſpirit ſhall not always firive with men, &c. we may under- 
ſtand, that means of grace were offered to this people; but 
they reſiſted the HoLy SPIRIT, that is to ſay, gave way to 
their own vicious inclinations, when good thoughts were 
ſuggeſted to them“. 

Gon is a Being of infinite perfection, and not ſubject to 
conflicting paſſions; fo that by His repenting that he had 
made man, and being grieved at his heart, we are to un- 
derſtand no more, than that his patience and long-ſuffer- 
ing had exceeded the utmoſt indulgence mankind had reaſon 
to expect; and that he had determined, at his own ap- 
pointed time, to inflit the puniſhment due to their wicked- 
neſs. God, however, did not bring a ſudden deſtruction 
on the earth ; for he made his purpoſe known to Noah, and 

_ commanded him to inform them of it, and to preach r/g/te- 
ouſneſs to them; that is to ſay, faith in Gop's promiſes, re- 
pentance of fins, amendment of life, and ſtritt adherence to th 
the worſhip of the Logxpd Gop. Had they obeyed Noah's 4 
admonitions, they would have been preſerved; for it was the 'S 
original appointment of Gop, (as we may underſtand from 
many paſſages of Scripture) that general and ſincere repen- 
tance ſhould avert public judgments +, 


'* 2 Pet, ii, 5 ＋ Joel ii. 13. Dan. ix. 9, 10. 1 John i. 8, 9. 
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We are not to ſuppoſe, that Noah was a man entirely free 
from ſin; without doubt, he was, like others, ſubject to 
human infirmities; but, in reſpe&t to his FaiTH, he was 
perfect; for even the example of the whole race of mankind, 
could not draw him from his belief and truſt in the Loxp 
Gob; and he teſtified this faith by a ready obedzence to Gop's 
command of building an Ark, for the preſervation of him— 
felf and his family *#,—— The exprefhon, walking with 
(50D, ſignifies a conformity to Gop's will, in preference 


to human inclination. 


If God had not made known his intention of deſtroying 


the earth and its inhabitants, Noah might have ſuppoſed the 
deluge to be the effect of chance; and after he received this 


intimation, had he been left to the guidance of human rea- 
fin alone, he would have been utterly at a loſs to know what 
to do in ſuch an emergency, for ſhips had not yet been in- 
vented ; and we can ſcarcely think, that the idea of building 
a veſſel to float on the ſurface of the water, would have oc- 
curred to his mind: he therefore found the benefit of Di- 
vine direction, even in his worldly affairs; nor was this be- 
nefit confined to him 3 inſtructed by his hiſtory, mankind 
have learnt, that, under the providence of Gon, they may 


commit their lives to a ſmall! piece of word, and paſs the roug /i 


ſea in a weak veſſel . | 

It is ſuppoſed, that the ark was built more in the form of 
a houſe, with a ſloping covering like a roof, for the wet to 
run off. Noah had not occaſion for ſails, rudder, or com- 
paſs, becauſe no art of man was requiſite for the preſervation 


of his veſſel; theſe uſeful appendages were ſucceſſively added 
to ſhips, as the neceſlities or experience of mankind led to 


improvement in the art of navigation. 


It would have been difficult to Noah, who, we may ſup- 


poſe, was unacquainted with figures, and ignorant how ma- 


* 


* Heb, xi. 7. + Wiſdem of Solomon xiv. 5. 
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ny ſpecies of creatures the world contained, to calculate the 
requiſite ſize of the ark : he would likewiſe, in all probability, 
have been at a loſs to know what materials to make ule of, 
without Gop's direction; neither could he have known 
what quantity of food to provide; and, after all, it would 
have been out of his power to collect the different creatures 
together, had not Gop cauſed them to come inſtinctively, 
as thoſe firſt created went to Adam. 

We read, that Noah was commanded to make a window 
in the ark; of this we ſhall ſpeak in a ſucceeding ſection, 

The covenant, which Gop promiſed to eſtabliſh with Noah, 
was that made with Adam after the fall“. 

The clean beaſts are ſuppoſed to have been thoſe made uſe 


of in ſacriſices; the unclean, thoſe which were never applied 


ro ſuch ſacred purpoſes, 

From this ſection we learn, the great danger to which 
religious people expoſe themſelves, by marrying among 
wicked ones; and that, in forming matrimonial connec» 
tions, regard ſhould rather be had to goodneſs of . 
tion, than to perſonal beauty. 

We alſo learn, that the lives of mankind are entirely at 
the diſpoſal of Gop ; therefore, it is folly to expect length 
of days, according to the courſe of nature, and to put off 
_ repentance to a future period: and, by the fate of the 
giants, who periſhed with the reſt, we underſtand, that ex- 
traordinary ſtrength and ſtature are no ſecurities againſt Di- 
vine vengeance, | 

We are farther inſtructed, that the power of God is un- 


- limitted, and that the ont are entirely under his com- 
mand. 


If we are ready to condemn the Antidetuvians for not re- 


garding the admonitions of Noah, let us liſten with reve- 
rence and attention to the inſtructions, which are given to us 


by Gop's Miniſters; and be careful not to do any thing 


contrary to His will contained in the Holy Scriptures. 
| See Section 3. | 
SECT. 
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THE FLlooD. 
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A the Lord ſaid unto Noah, come thou, 
and all thy houſe, into the ark: for thee have 
[ ſeen righteous before me in this generation. For 
yet ſeven days and I will cauſe it to rain upon the 
earth forty days and forty nights: and every living 
ſubſtance that I have made will I deſtroy from off 
the face of the earth. 
And Noah did according unto all that the LoRD 
commanded him. | 
And Noah went in, and his ſons, and his wife, 
and his ſons' wives with him, into the ark, becauſe 
of the waters of the flood. In the ſelf- ſame day en- 
tered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, 
the ſons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three 
wives of his ſons with them, into the ark; they, and 
every beaſt after his kind, and all the cattle after 
their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after 
his kind, every bird of every fort: and they went in 
unto Noah into the ark; the male and the female, as 
Gop had commanded Noah; two and two of all fleſh, 
wherein is the breath of life: and they that went in, 
went in male and female of all fleſh, as Gop had 
_ commanded him: and the Loxp ſhut him in. 
And it came to paſs after ſeven days, that the Wa- 


ters of the flood were upon the earth. 
ES In 


46 THE FLOOD: 
In the ſix hundredth year of Noah's life, in the 
ſecond month, the ſeventeenth day of the month, 


h 

the ſame day were all the fountains of the great deep t 
broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened, r 
And the flood was forty days upon the earth: and : 

| 1 


the waters increaſed, and bare up the ark, and it was 
lift up above the earth. And the waters prevailed, 
and were increaſed greatly upon the earth : and the 
ark went upon the face of the waters. And the 
waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth: and 
all the high hills, that were under the whole hea- 
ven, were covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the 
waters prevail; and the mountains were covered. ; 
And all fieſh died that moved upon the earth: | 
both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beaſt, and of 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth ; 
and of every man : all in whoſe noftrils was the breath # 
of life, of all that was in the dry land, died. And 5 
every living ſubſtance was deſtroyed, which was 14 
upon the face of the ground; both man, and cattle, 5 
and the creeping things, and the fowl of the hea- Y 
ven; and they were deſtroyed from the earth: and a 
Noah only remained alive, and they that were with 
him in the ark. 


And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hun- 
dred and fifty days. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


What an honour was conferred upon Noah, by the gra- 
cious invitation given to him by Gop, Come thou and all 
88 "thy 
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thy houſe into the ark, &©c.; and how great muſt be his ſa- 
tisfaction in receiving the Divine approbation, For thee 
have I ſeen righteous before me in this generation! We are 
told by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, that Noah's righteouſ- 
neſs, which was accepted by Gop, conſiſted in a true Faith“; 
that is to ſay, Noah believed all that Gop had at that time 
revealed, and lived agreeably to this belief. 

Nothing could be more unlikely to happen, according to 
the common courſe of nature, than an univerſal] deluge : 
yet Noah, actuated by a religious fear +, having prepared 
every thing as Gop commanded, entered into the ark with 
all his family; which was a ſtriking proof of his belief of 
God's power, and confidence in the Divine promiſes, Tho' 


it is not mentioned, we may conclude that he had taught 


his family the ſame principles; for without ſuch a reliance 
on the ALMIGHTY, what would have been their appre- 
henfions, when the doors of the ark were ſhut upon them; 


We may eaſily ſuppoſe, that the reſt of the inhabitants of 


the earth ridiculed Noah, for what appeared to them unne- 
ceſſary precautions. They foreſaw no danger, but purſued 
their voluptuous pleaſures, till the flood came and found 
them feaſting and revelling, marrying and giving in mar- 
riage . 

There is reaſon to think, that the deluge began on the 
ſeventh day of the week; if ſo, it was, in all probabi- 
lity, intended as a judgment on the Antideluvians, for their 
habitual profanation of the Sabbath, | 

In order to ſhew, that the deluge did not happen accord- 


ing to the common courſe of nature, but was the effect of 
the miraculous power of Gop, we are told by what means 


it was brought about. 
In the hiſtory of the creation || we read, that Gop di- 


* Heb. Xl, 7. + Ibid, 1 See Matt. xxiv. 38, 39. | Section To 
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48 | THE FLOOD, 
vided the waters from the waters, and placed a firmament 
betwixt them, &c. | 

In order to deſtroy the earth, the ALMIGHTY let looſe 
the waters, and ſhewed, that it is his Providence alone, 
which renders that element an invaluable bleſſing, which, if 
not confined within due bounds, is capable of becoming a 
moſt deſtructive evil. | 

What a melancholy ſight would it have been to Noah and 
his family, to behold the deſtruction of all living creatures, 
and to fee the earth reduced to a Chaos! But there is rea- 
ſon to believe that they had not this ſevere trial. The ark 
(as we learn from a former ſection *) had no windows in the 
ſides, and only one at the top, of ſmall dimenſions, 'This 
could not be deſigned to convey light; nor, indeed, could 
any one window, wherever ſituated, have anſwered this pur- 
poſe to a veſſel conſiſting of three ſtories, even if the ſun 
had ſhone forth with reſplendent brightneſs, much leſs when 


the ſky was conſtantly obſcured with clouds. It is therefore 


probable, that the ark was illumined in a ſupernatural way, 
(as the houſes of the Iſraelites afterwards were ) in order 
to aſſure Noah and his family, that they were under the im- 
mediate guidance and protection of the ALMIGHTY. 

When we reflect on the violence of the rain, poured in 
torrents from the ſky ; the impetuoſity of the ſubterraneous 


waters, and the length ot time they prevailed ; we cannot 


wonder, that every living ſubſtance was deſtroyed. 


Many proofs of a general deluge may be collected from 


hiſtory, The inhabitants of moſt parts of the known world 
have ſome tradition concerning this memorable event; and 


it is very common to find at the tops of exceedingly high _ 


mountains, hundreds of miles from the ſea, large beds of 
ſhells, bones and teeth of fiſhes; and in other places frag- 


ments of trees, the remains of land and ſea animals, &Cc. 


* See Section 6, + Sce Exod, x. 23. Wiſd. xviil. 1. 
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which could ſcarcely have been mixed together by any other 
accident. | 

At firſt fight, it appears hard that the beaſts and other 
creatures, who were incapable of finning, ſhould periſh with 
finful man ; but, if we conſider that inſtant death was not 
ſo great an evil to the brute creation, as others which would, 
in all probability, have fallen upon them, had they not been 
drowned, we ſhall view it in another light. Gop knew, 
that the alteration, which the earth was to undergo in con- 
ſequence of the deluge, would deprive them of ſuſtenance, 
and that numbers would periſh with hunger; in which caſe, 
their miſery would have been much greater than what they 
ſuffered. In all general judgments, the innocent muſt un- 
avoidably periſh with the guilty ; but in this caſe they are 
not to be regarded as the victims of Gop's vengeance, but 
as taken away by his mercy from the evil to come. It 1s 
very plain, from this portion of Scripture, that it-was the 
ſins of men that provoked Gon to bring this ſignal judg. 
ment upon the earth, 

Though the fiſhes are not mentioned, we have reaſon to 
believe, that many of them alſo periſhed, by the violent 
commotion of the waters; but that Gop by a miracle pre- 
ſerved ſome of every ſpecies, which is, at leaſt, as eaſy as to 
wppoſe a new creation of this part of the animal world. 

If we contemplate the hiſtory of the deluge, merely as it 


relates to the inhabitants of the old world, it appears a 
ſtriking example of God's vengeance againſt incorrigible 


ſinners ; but if ve regard it, as the Scriptures teach us to 


do“, as a warning to ourſelves, it will ſurely be a check 
upon immorality and impiety, for none among us can be 


certain that the end of the world is not at hand. The day 


of judgment will come as ſuddenly as the flocd did: — but 


ſappoſing that many ages ſhould revolve before this awful 


* Sec Matt. xxiv. 38, 39s 
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period takes place, in reſpe& to every individual on earth, 
it is certainly near :—a few ſhort years will, in a natural 
way, determine our fate to all eternity; and even theſe may 
be ſhortened by ſome ſudden and unexpected viſitation, 
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Let us then ſhun the example of a corrupt generation, and 
amitate that of Noah, who feared Gor, and ſought the 
righteouſneſs which is by faith; that we may be heirs of I 
ſalvation. I 
S E F. IX. N 

Noan, &c. By Gop's COMMAND, COME OUT i 
OF THE ARE. 5 

ND Gop remembered Noah, and every living 
thing, and all the cattle that was with him in 

the ark: and Gop made a wind to paſs over the 5 


earth, and the waters aſſuaged. 

The fountains alſo of the deep, and the windows 
of heaven were ſtopped, and the rain from heaven 
was reſtrained. | 

And the waters returned from off the earth con- 
tinually, and after the end of the hundred and fifty 
days, the waters were abated. 

And the ark reſted in the ſeventh month, on the 


E 4 Sg 3 & > 24 $3 2 5 
2 Ib ele eee 


it ſeventecnth day of the month, upon the mountains 

| lf of Ararat, : 5 
i And the waters decreaſed continually, until the | 
(i _ tenth month in the tenth month, on the firſt day £ 
41 of the month, were the tops of the mountains ſeen, | 
| | And it came to pals at the end of forty days, that | 
18 Noah opened the windows of the ark which he had | 
[| ö made; and he ſent forth a raven, which went forth to 


we and fro, until the waters were dried up upon the earth. 
—_ | Alſo 
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NOAH's QUITTING THE ARK. 51 

Alſo he ſent forth a dove from him, to ſee if the 
waters were abated from off the face of the ground. 
But the dove found no reſt for the ſole of her foot, 
and ſhe returned unto him into the ark: for the wa- 
ters were on the face of the whole earth: then he put 
forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in un- 
to him into the ark. 


And he ſtayed yet other ſeven days; and again he | 


ſent forth the dove out of the ark. And the dove 
came in unto him in the evening; and lo, in her 
mouth was an olive leaf plucked off: ſo Noah 
knew that the waters were abated from off the earth, 

And he ſtayed yet other ſeven days, and ſent forth 
the dove, which returned not again unto him any 
more. 


And it came to paſs in the ſix hundredth and firſt 


year, in the firſt month, the firſt day of the month, 
the waters were dried up from off the earth, and 
Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, 


and behold the face of the ground was dry. 


And in the ſecond month, on the ſeven and twen- 
tieth day of the month, was the earth dried. 


And Gop ſpake unto Noah ſaying, Go forth of | 


the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy ſons, and thy 
ſons' wives with thee. Bring forth with thee every 


living thing that is with thee of all fleſh, both of 


towl and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that 


creepeth upon the earth, that they may breed abun- 
_ dantly in the earth, and be fruitful and multiply 


upon the earth, 5 
D 2 _ And 


| 
, 
| 
| 
; 
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And Noah went forth, and his ſons, and his 
wife, and his ſfons* wives with him. Every beaſt, 
eyery creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatſo- 
ever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, wen 
fprth out of the ark. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Noah and his family muſt undoubtedly have had an en- 
tire dependance on the promiſes of Gop, or they could 
not have ſupported their long confinement. It is 
agreeable to Gop's general dealings with the patri- 
archs, to ſuppoſe, that they were encouraged to this confi- 
dence by a viſible token of the Divine PRESENCE ; at leaſt 
they muſt have had an inward aſſurance that Gop remem- 
bered them. | 

A miraculous power muſt alſo have been exerted to 
prevent the ill conſequences, which would have ariſen from 
ſuch a number of various animals being ſhut up together, 
in ſo ſmall a ſpace, without the benefit of freſh and whole- 
ſome air. NE Be 

As Gop vouchſafed to inform mankind by what means 
He occaſioned the deluge, He likewiſe condeſcended to ac-. 
quaint them how it was aſſuaged. 

The word here tranflated wwird, is, in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, the ſame that is tranſlated /pirzt in the account of 
the creation; we may therefore underitand, that the imme- 
diate power of Gop produced a motion in the air, which 
ated upon the waters. as at the firit diviſion of them, and 
regarded the welfare of Noah, and thoſe who were with him: 
both the increaſe and return of the waters were gradual, 
which prevented the ark from being toſſed about ſo as to en- 
danger its ſafety. At length the ark reſted, but Noah 


and 
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and his family ſeem to have had no impatience to be ſet at 
liberty; for we do not find, that they even took a ſurvey of 
the earth, till a conſiderable time after the reſting of the ark: 
when Noah opened the window and ſent forth a raven, 
which continued to ſeek food and reſt in the ark, till the wa- 
ters were dried up, though it made frequent excurſions 
abroad, The dove, being of a more gentle and tender na- 
ture, and not finding what ſhe ſtood in need of abroad, 
quickly ſought refuge in her late aſylum. 

It 1s ſtrongly implied, that Noah regularly obſerved the 
Sabbath; for we find, that he repeatedly ſent forth the dove 
on the ſeventh day, as if in expectation of ſome extraordi- 
nary bleſſing on his religious ſervices. At length ſhe return- 
ed, bearing in her mouth an olive brauch, as a divine fgnal 
of peace and favour, On the ſucceeding Sabbath ſhe re- 
turned not, but impelled by that inſtinctive power, which 
guides the feathered race, found an habitatiun among the 
new-ſprung branches. 

Noah acting, as we may ſuppoſe, by divine direction, re— 
moved the covering of the ark, and had the happine!s once 
more to behoid dry land. Still he did not attempt to leave the 
ark, but waited for Gop's command, which being given, 
he inſtantly obeyed, and left his confinement, followed by 
bis family and every living creature he had taken in with him, 
excepting the dove, which, as the harbinger of peace, was 
made the firlt inhabitant of the renovated world, 

What tranſports of delight muſt have ariſen in the hearts 
of human kind, when they came ont from the ark, and beheld 
again the beauties of nature! and how greatly muſt the 
different animals have enjoyed the reſtoration of the fields 


and paſtures, and other accommodations ſuited to their re- 


ſpective natures ! 
It is not unuſual with ſcoffers to make the hiltory of the 
deluge a ſubje& for ridicule. In order to guard our minds 
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from their objections, we ſhould remember, that it is a very 
great abſurdity to attempt to explain miraculous events by 
natural cauſes; becauſe on ſuch occaſions the uſual operations 
of nature are ſuſpended or diverted. The belief of the 
omnipotence of Gon reconciles all diſſiculties; and on pro- 
per reflection it will appear as credible, that He ſhould de- 
roy, and renew the world, as that He ſhould at firſt create 
it, Let us, then, turn a deaf ear to thoſe idle ſpeculatiſts, 
who call in queſtion what is recorded in the Book of Truth, 
and corroborated by the concurring teſtimony of the moſt 
antient traditions. And let us learn, from the relation of 
Gop's goodneſs in preſerving man and other living crea- 
tures, to rely on his mercy in the midſt of the greateſt dan- 
gers that befal us. 


d 
TEE EveRLASTING CovkxANT. 


A ND Noah builded an altar unto the Loxp, and 
4 > took of every clean beaſt, and of every clean 
fowl, and offered burat offerings upon the altar. 

And the Loxp faid, I will not again curſe the 
ground any more for man's ſake; neither will I imite 
any more every thing living, as I have done. 

While the earth remaineth, ſeed time and harveſt, 
and cold and heat, and ſummer and winter, and day 
and night ſhall not ceaſe. 

And Gob bleſſed Noah and his "TON and faid 
unto them, be fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſh 
the earth. 

And the fear of you, and the dread of you ſhall 
be upon every beaſt of the earth, and upon every fow! 

of 


1 


of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and 
upon all the fiſhes of the ſea, into your hand are they 
delivered. 

Every moving thing that liveth ſhall be meat for 
you; even as the green herb have I given you all 
things, But fleſh with the lite thereof, which is the 
blood thereof, ſhall you not cat. 

And ſurely your blood of your lives will I require 
at the hand of every beaſt will I require it, and at 
the hand of man; at the hand of every man's bro— 
ther will I require the life of man. VV hefo {heddeth 
man's blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed : for 
in the image of Gop made he man. 

And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply, bring 
forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein. 

And Gop ſpake unto Noah and to his ſons with 
him, faying, And I, behold 1 eſtabliſh my cove- 
nant, with you, and with your feed after you; 


And with every living creature that is with you, 
of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beaſt of the 


carth with you, from all that go out of the ark, to 
every beaſt of the earth. 
And I will eftabliſh my covenant with you; net- 


ther ſhall all fleſh be cut off any more by the waters 


of a flood, neither ſhall there any more be a ood to 
deſtroy the earth. 

And Gop ſaid, this is the ken of the covenant 
which I make between me and you, and every living 
creature that is with you, for perpetual. generations. 


"WS ] do 
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I do ſet my bow in the cloud, and it ſhall be for. 
a token of a covenant between me and the earth, 

And it ſhall come to paſs, when I bring a cloud 
over the earth, that the bow ſhall be feen in the cloud. 

And I will remember my covenant which is be- 
(> tween me and you, and every livins creature of all 
fleſh, and the waters ſhall no more become a flood 
to deſtroy all fleſh. 

And the bow ſhall be in the cloud; and I will 
look upon it, that I may remember the everlaſting 
covenant between Gop and every living creature of 
all feth that is upon the earth. 

And the ſons of Noah that went forth of the ark 
were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth : and Ham is 
the father of Canaan. Theſe are the three ſons of 
Noah: and of them was the whole earth overſpread. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


We may judge that it was an eſſential part cf religion to a 
offer ſacrifices to the Loxp Gop, by Noah's having recourſe [| 
to them immediately after he left the Ark; and we may con- 
clude, from the expreſſion The LoRD ſmelled a ſweet ſawour, 
which is a figurative mode of ſpeaking, that they, were ac- 

ceptable. 
When Adam was firſt created and placed in Eden, he had 
ſeveral bleſſings and privileges conferred on him by Gop; 
theſe were forfeited by the fall; but we here find thoſe very 
bleſſings reſtored to human-kind in Noah and his poſterity, 
Be fruitful and mulliply, &c. * 


* Compare Gen. i. 28. with the paſſage under conſideration, | 


by | 
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It is impoſſible to aſcertain the exact ſtate of the earth from 
the fall to the flood; but we have great reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that it required much harder labour to cultivate it, than at 
preſent, eſpecially before man was aſſiſted by bealts. Labour 
is in fact no longer a curſe upon mankind in general; many 
men are totally exempted from it; and thoſe who toil the 
hardeſt, are not ſubjected to it through the natural condition 
of the ground, but from other accidental cireumſtances, and 
are uſually eaſed from the worſt part of it, by inſtruments of 
huſbandry, and the aid of horſes, oxen, &c.— Thorns and 
thiſtles indeed it {till produces, but not in ſuch abundance as 
to be a plague; on the contrary, they may now be ranked 
among the bleſſings of the earth, ſince they add to the beau- 
ties of nature, and afford delicious food for birds and beaſts, 
nay, are often the means of reſtoring health to mankind 
when employed in medicines, or converted into milk, of the 
aſs in particular. The caſe was very different in reſpect to 
Adam, ſuppoſing him to have been placed in a part of the 
earth over-run with theſe plants. It muft have been a 
very laborious taſk to clear the ground from them with his 
own hands only, or the feeble aſſiſtance of Eve. 

What the curſe actually was, we may with great probabi- 
lity collect from that denounced againſt Iſrael] when diſobe- 
dient, 1 wwell break the pride of your power; and I avill make 

your keawven as iron, and your earth as braſs: and your flrength 
ſhall be ſpent in wain: for your land ſhall not yield her increaſe, 


reiter ſhall the trees of the land yield their fruits *. Gop's pro- 


miſe of regular ſeaſons after the flood ſeems to intimate that 
they were very irregular and confuſed before T. We may 
therefore reaſonably conclude, that the ſtate of the earth js 
better ſince the deluge; of this, at leaſt, we may be certain, 
that Gop has been faithful to his promiſe, which He made to 


„ % Lev. xxvi- 19. 20. 
+ See this ſubject fully handled in Biſhop Sherlock on Prophecy. 
| | D a Noah, 
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Noah, for though floods and famines have been occaſionall; 
ſent as judgments on wicked nations, they have never been 
general, ſo as to cut off every living thing from the face of 
the earth. 

In addition to the privileges beſtowed upon Adam, man- 
kind had now that of eating fleſh, with this reſtriction, that 
they ſhould take care that every creature was totally dead, be- 
fore they began dreſſing it for food. 

It is remarked that thoſe beaſts, which feed on living crea- 
tures, are particularly fierce; and jt is likely, that the ſame 
practice would render man ferocious. There was a time 
when the lion, the wolf, and the tyger, eat graſs avith the ox.* 
How ſangvinary are they now! We may therefore conſider it 
as an inſtance of D'vine mercy to us, that man was forbidden 
to feaſt himſelf with the blood of thoſe animals, he was per- 
mitted to kill. 

A poſitive command was at this time given againſt murder, 
and a law eſtabliſhed for the puniſhment of that dreadful 
crime. — This law is agreeable to right reaſon, and is ſtill in 
force in all civilized nations. 

Though Gop permitted mankind to kill animals for food, 
he did not give them a licence to be cruel, or leave them at 
liberty to extirpate any entire ſpecies; on the contrary, the 
ALMIGHTY took in every claſs of living creatures when He 
made the covenant, which is recorded in this ſectionꝶ, in or- 
der to convince Noah, and all future generations, that the 
mercy of the Lozy is over ali his works, and that every liv- 
ing creature, of the ſow], of the cattle, and of every beat of 


the earth, is as much in its kind the object of his yy 


kindneſs as man. 


And Gov faid, to cvery Bea of the earth I have given every green 
herb for meat, See Section 1 
+ See Dr. Primatt's Diſſertation on the Duty of Mercy, and Sin of 
Cruelty to Brute Animals, 
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THE EVERLASTING COVENANT, 


It has been a queſtion whether rainbows were ſeen before 
the flood? = Moſt likely they were, but no object in nature 


could be ſo proper for a Token of the Covenant, 
made at this time, becauſe it is the effe 


59 


which Gop 


& of roin; and there- 


fore we cannot wonder that His wiſdom ſhould lelect it for 


this purpoſe. 


From this ſection, we learn, that it is an acceptable act, in 
the fight of Gop, to return public thankſgivings, for extraor- 


dinary deliverances. 


We alſo learn to adore the SUPREME BFI d for his mercy 
and goodneſs in pronouncing a bleſſing on the earth, through 
which we ourſelves enjoy ſuch invaluable benefits, and which 
are entailed on our latelt poſterity. 


We are likewiſe admoniſhed to be thankful to G 


30D for re- 


training mankind, by a Divine law, from killing each other, 
and for giving us dominion over the brute creation, and im- 
planting in their nature ſuch a fear and dread of us, as renders 
thole beaſts ſubſervient to many uſeful purpoſes, who, from 


their make, are able to vanquiſh and deſtroy us. — 


But we 


ſhould never forget, that they are of conſequence enough to 
be taken into covenant with Gop, and conſequently entitled 
to our regard; therefore fo far from inflicting wanton cruel- 
ties on them, we ſhould make it our ſtudy to render their lives 


as comfortable as poſſible. 


Let vs then imprint on our minds the Ev" LASTING Co- 


VENANT, that whenever the ToxkN of it appears in the 
clouds, we may recolle& it with gratitude, as it relates to 
mankind in general, and ourſelves in particular ; never for- 
getting that God's mercy is over all his works, and that it is 
our duty tobe merciful to the utmoſt of our power. 

By the concluſion of this ſection, we learn, that every in- 
dividual of the millions of human beings who now overſpread 
the earth, originally deſcended rom one or other of the ſons 

of Noah, 
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FF XI. 
Noan's DEATR. 


ND Noah began to be an huſbandman, and 
he planted a vineyard. And he drank of the 
wine, and was drunken, and he was uncovered 
withm his tent. 

And Ham, the father of Canaan, ſaw his un- 
covered father, and. told his two brethren without. 
And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it 
upon both their ſhoulders, and went backward, and 
covered their father ; and their faces were backward. 

And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what 
his younger ſon had done unto him. And he ſaid, 
Curſed be Canaan ;. a ſervant of ſervants ſhall he be 
unto his brethren. 

And he ſaid, Bleſſed be the LORD Gon of Shem, 
and Canaan ſhall be his ſervant. | 

Gon ſhall enlarge Japheth, and he ſhall dwell in 
the tents of Shem; and Canaan ſhall be his ſer- 
vant. 8 

And Noah lived after the flood three hindered” 
and fitty years. And all the days of Noah were. 


nine hundred and fifty f and he died. 


ANNOT Tor JS AND REFLECTIONS. 


As Noah was the firt who planted a vineyard, and made. 


wine, it is highly probable that he might be overcome by: 
the liquor, before he knew, or was fully appriſed of, its in- 
ebriating quality. | 


The 
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The behaviour of his youngeſt ſon was inexcuſable ; for it 
is a very great crime to expoſe and ridicule the errors of a pa- 
rent. Filial duty requires children to do every thing in their 
power to conceal from the obſervation of others the infirmi- 
ties of thoſe, to whom they are ſo much indebted. 

No wonder that Noah was offended; but we are not to re- 
gard the curſe he denounced againſt Ham, or the bleſſings he 
pronounced on Shem and Japhet, as the reſult of his own 
wiſhes, - His words are evidently prophetic, and related to the 
pofterities of his ſons, (and have been amply fulfilled, as will 
be ſhewn in the courſe of this hiſtory) but it is likely, that 
Noah might be inſpired to utter theſe predictions, at this time 


in particular, as a puniſhment from the Lord, to one ſon for 


diſobedience, and as a reward to the others for their filial pi- 


ety.—Ilt certainly muſt have been a great mortification to 


Ham, to know that his deſcendants would be ſlaves;-—it was 
an immediate degradation of himſelf, becauſe it leſſened his 
conſequence in the world, Japheth, on the other hand, was 
proportionably exalted ; and doubtleſs had great pleaſure in 
hearing, that his offspring would be ſo proſperous : and thews, 


in the bleſſing of them, what muſt have been the happineſs of 


Shem, when he found that the Lord was, in a peculiar man- 


ner, to be „% GoD! The event has ſhewn, that this part of 
Noah's prediction referred to the promiſed ſeed of the woman ; 


and it is ſuppoſed that, as Noah was herr to the righteouſneſs 
evhich is by faith, he was honoured with the privilege of be- 


_ queathing the inheritance of the ſpiritual, as well as temporal 


bleſſings, which were promiled to the human race, 


Noah had lived to fee the temporal curſe removed from 


the earth; and in the revelation made to him by Gop in 


this prediction, he had hopes given him that there would 


De a final deliverance from it.“ 


* 


* See Biſhop Sherlock on Prophecy. 
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Noah ſeems to have been bleſſed with long life, as a re. 
ward for his fidelity to Gop. We do not read of any man 
after him that lived to ſo great an age. The flood happened 
1656 years after the creation of the world, and 2349 years 
before the birth of CHRIST. The ſpace of time from the 
creation to the flood is called the firſt age of the world 
From Noah's example, mankind are inſtructed to avoid in- 
dulging themſelves to excels in drinking {rong liquors ; for 
no one can tell what fins or follies they may commit, when 
they deprive themſelves of the ule of their reaſon, 

As we ſhall have frequent occaſion to ſpeak of prophecies, 
it is neceſſary, before we proceed any farther, to explain 
what is prophecy. 

The great CREATOR knows all things, paſt, preſent, and 
to come; and can make known to others whatſoever he 
pleaſes. That mankind might know every thing which was 
neceſſary to encourage them to do their duty, and truſt in 
Him, He revealed to them, at different times, a number of 
events, which were to happen at diſtant periods, 

There is in the bible what may juſtly be ſtiled a chair of 
prophecy relating to the SAviouR of the world; the firſt of 
theſe was ſpoken by the Loxp Himſelf, and has been already 
noticed, viz. That by which Adam and Eve were comforted 
after the fall *, The ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's 
head. This ſerved to convey to our firſt parents a general 
hope and expectation of pardon and reſtoration, and kept 
them from deſpair, by affording grounds for truſt and con- 
fidence in Gop, without which religion cannot be ſupported 
in the world. In this prophecy, all the ſons of Adam have 
an intereſt, and to this the adminiſtrations of Providence have 
in all ages had a relation, and ſhall have, till the end of all 
things brings with it the appointed time for its full accom- 
pliſnment. N 


* See Section 3. 
To 
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To this prophecy, Gop's promiſe to Noah of eſtabliſhing 
His covenant with him evidently referred“. 

But the LoRD did not always declare Nis predictions Him- 
ſelf; He appointed an order of men to be His inſtruments, 
who ſucceſſively delivered many prophecies. Theſe perſons 
were inſpired by Gop, and ſpake not the dictates of reaſon, 
but the very words which Gop's Holy iris ſuggeſted, 
Lamech, the father of Noah, is ſuppoſed to have been under 


this Divine influence, when he predicted that his fon would 


be a comfort to the world in reſpect to the curſe which was, at 
the fall, laid on the ground; he therefore was a prophet ; and 
Noah was a prophet when he curſed Ham, and blefled Shem 
and Japheth. The import of his prophecy has been already 
pointed out.---The uſe and intent of prophecy ſeems to have 
been, to keep up a conſtant expectation of the coming of a 
Redeemer, and to ſerve as an evidence of him, when he ſhould 
appear upon earth, 

In the courſe of this hiſtory, it will appear that there were 
two kinds of prophecies which may be diſtinguiſhed into lo- 
cal and general; the former related to the temporal con- 
cerns of particular perſons or nations; the latter reſpected 
the ſpiritual] concerns of all mankind, — The completion of 
the firſt was an earneſt of the accompliſhment of the other, 


see Biſhop Sherlock on Prophecy, 


8 E ST. Ni. 
THE CoNFUS TON OF TONGUES. 


ND the whole earth was of one language, and 


of one ſpeech. And it came to paſs as they 
journeyed from the eaſt, that they found a plain in 
the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. 
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And they faid one to another, Go to, let us make 
brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had 
brick for ſtone, and ſlime had they for morter. 

And they ſaid, Go to, let us build us a city and 
a tower, whoſe top may reach unto heaven ; and let 
us make us a name, leſt we be ſcattered abroad upon 
the face of the whole earth. 

And the Lorp came down to fee the city and the 
tower, which the children of men builded. And 
the Lok ſaid, Behold, the people is one, and they 
have all one language; and this they begin to do: 
and now nothing will be reftrained from them, 
which they have imagined to do. 

Go to, let us go down, and there confound their 


language, that they may not underſtand one ano- 


ther's ſpeech, 

So the Lord ſcattered them abroad from thence 
upon the face of all the carth : and they left off to 
build the city. 

Theretore 1 is the namè of it called Babel, be 


the Lord did there confound the language of all 


the earth: and from thence did the Lord ſcatter 
them abroad upon the face of the whole earth, 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


It is evident from this ſection, that many of the inhabi- 
tants of the earth had thrown off their confidence in the. 
LoRD, and truſted in their own wiſdom and ſkill. Nothing 
could more effectually awaken them to a ſenſe of His power, 

and 


r 
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and their weakneſs, than the aſtoniſhing miracle that 1s. here 
recorded, It was likewiſe calculated to teach thoſe, who 
hould come after them, that the ſchemes of ambition may 
de fruſtrated in an inſtant of time by ALMIGHTY power. 

It ſeems, that the Lord viſibly appeared on this occaſion, 
and vindicated His own honour; but, aceording to His in- 
finite goodneſs, He mingled mercy with judgment. 

As mankind multiplied exceedingly faſt, it would have 
been impoſſible for them all to have continued in the city of 
the plain of Shinar; therefore it is moſt likely, that thoſe 
who built the city, and firſt dwelt there, would have driven 
the other inhabitants away by violent means; ſo this event, 
erred not only to diſappoint thoſe, who were endeavouring 
to exalt themſelves above the hounds which Gop preſcribed 


them; but was, likewiſe, a great act of mercy in the A.- 


utonrx towards ſucceeding generations, who would have 
tound it more difficult to diſperſe, after the earth had for a 
long time been over-run with briars and brambles, and an- 
noyed with wild beaſts.— Then at this period, nothing could 
more effectually oblige them to ſeparate, than their not being 
able to underſtand others, or to make t emſelves underſtood. 
It was natural that thoſe, who could converſe with each 


other, ſhould wiſh to live together; and accordingly depart 


in ſearch of a place, where they might have a quiet abode : 
and as there were now ſeveral languages inſtead of one, this 
occaſioned the founding of different nations; and from 
them, as they branched out, the whole earth. was in pro- 
ceſs of time overſpread. 

The diſperſion at the Tower of Babel is ſuppoſed to have 


happened in the fourth generation from Shem; for it is ſaid 


in Scripture, that i 7he days of Pelez (who in the en, 
holds that place) he earth is divided. | 

In the eighth generation from Shem, was Terah, who 
had three ſons, Abram, Nahor, and Haram. 


8 EC T, 


W _ — 


oy = 
2 pu 


—— — 
— 


a A x. * 5 Fiume — 
LE am * 5 11 


Fm 


[> 


fr 
4 
- 
o 


— — — 


E 


. 


TE HISTORY OF ABRAM, Gop's PROMISE 
| RENEWED, 


ND Abram and Nahor took them wives, and 
the name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the 
name of Nahor's wife Milcah. But Sarai had no 
child, | 
And Terah took Abram his ſon, and Lot the 
ſon of Haran, his ſon's fon, and Sarai his daughter- 
in-law, his ſon Abram's wife; and they went forth 
with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the 


land of Canaan, and they came unto Haran and 


dwelt there. And Terah died in Haran. 

Now the Loxp had ſaid unto Abram, Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father's houſe, unto a land that I will 
ſhew thee. | 

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I 
will bleſs thee, and make thy name great: and 
thou ſhalt be a bleſſing. 

And I will bleſs them that bleſs thee, and curſe 
him that curſeth thee :* and in thee ſhall all the fa- 
milies of the earth be bleſſed. 


So Abram departed, as the Loxp had n 


unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram 


was ſeventy and five years old when he departed 


out of Haran, 
And 
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And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's ſon, and all their ſubſtance they had ga- 
thered, and the ſouls that they had gotten in Haran; 


and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan, 


and into the land of Canaan they came, 
And Abram paſſed through the land unto the 


place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And 


the Canaanite was then in the land, 

And the Lonp appeared unto Abram, and ſaid, 
Unto thy feed will I (ive this land: and there 
builded he an altar unto. the Lonp, who appeared 


unto him. 


And he removed from ::cnce unto a mountain 


on the caſt of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having 


Beth-el on the weſt, and Hai on the eaſt : and there 


he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called open 
the name of the Lonp. 

And Abram journeyed, going on {till towards the 
ſouth. And there was a famine in the land: and 
Abram went down into Egypt to ſojourn there; 
for the famine was grievous in the land. 

And it came to paſs, when, he was come near to 


enter into Egypt, that he ſaid unto Sarai his wife, 
Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to 


look upon: therefore it ſhall come to paſs, when 


che Egyptians ſhall ſee thee, that they ſhall ſay, this 


is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will 
ſave thee alive. Say, I pray thee, thou art my 
ſiſter: that it may be well with me for thy ſake ; 
and my ſoul ſhall live becauſe of thee. 

And 
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And it came to paſs, that when Abram was come 
into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman, that 
ſhe was very fair. The princes alſo of Pharaoh ſaw 
her, and commended her before Pharaoh : and the 
woman was taken into Pharaoh's houſe. 

And he entreated Abram well for her ſake, and 


he had ſheep and oxen, and he-aſſes, and men ſer- 


vants and maid ſervants, and ſhe-aſſes, and camels. 
And the Lorp plagued Pharaoh and his houſe 
with great plagues, becauſe of Sarai Abram's wife, 
And Pharaoh called Abram, and ſaid, What is 
this that thou haſt done unto me? Why didſt thou 
not tell me that ſhe was thy wife? Why ſaidſt thou, 
She is my fiſter ? So I might have taken her to me 
to wife: now, therefore, behold thy wife, take her, 
and go thy way. | 
And Yharaon commanded. his men concerning 
him: and they ſent him away, and his wife, and 


all that he had. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


It is likely, that, after the diſperſion of mankind at the 


Tower of Babel, the LoRD, as a puniſhment for their not 


humbling themſelves, withdrew his v!/ible preſence; for we 
do not read of His appearing on earth again, till ſome gene- 
rations afterwards ; however, the knowledge of the true 
religion could not have been loſt to the world, if people had 
been intent on ſerving Him in an acceptable manner: but 


it is conjectured, that the greateſt part of the nations, into 


which the world was divided, inſtead of keeping to the re- 
| ligion 
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ligion of Noah, gradually fell into idolatry, ſome entirely 


neglecting the worſhip of the true Gop, and fancying a | 


plurality of Gods; others corrupting the worſhip of Him, 
by practices of their own invention, 

Gop was pleaſed to ſuffer theſe abominations to prevail 
for a time, perhaps, to give occaſion for ſnewing the neceſ- 
ſity of Divine revelation, and for diſplaying his wiſdom and 
goodneſs ; of which we ſhould not have had ſuch ſtriking 
inſtances, if his power had immediately deſtroyed falſe wor- 
ſhippers: the Lord Gop, however, reſolved to manifeſt 
himſelf to the world, that all men might know, when they 
ſaw his mighty acts, that he was the only God; for this 
purpoſe, he determined to chooſe for himſelf a peculiar peo- 
ple, amongſt whom he would maintain his honour, and 
keep up the expectation of the promiſed SAviouR, 

The Lorpd Gop, therefore, leaving the idolatrous na- 
tions to follow their wicked abominations for a ſeaſon, ap- 
peared to Abram, and promiſed that, if he would obey his 
voice, he would make of him a great nation, and that in his 
ſeed ſhould all the nations of the earth be bleſſed ; which laſt 
words we underſtand to mean, that from him ſhould de- 
ſcend, at the appointed time, the Sa viou of the world, 

This promiſe, which we may conſider as the beginning of 
a new period of prophecy, was abo fold, relating firſt, to a 
temporal bleſſing, to be beſtowed on Abram's deſcendants ; 
and ſecondly, to a general blefſing to be conveyed through 
his ſeed to all the nations of the earth, 

Abram, without the leaſt heſitation, immediately left 


his native home, journeying from place to place; and 


built an altar to the Loxp, wherever he took up his 


abode, that he might fully expreſs his faith, by offering ſa- 


crifices according to the will of the Lorp ; and from this 
time devoted himſelf entirely to the true Gop. 


Gop's 
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Gop's calling Abram, in the manner here related, is to be 
conſidered as an inſtance of His free grace or fawour to man- 
kind. We do not read that Abram had any claim to this 
diſtinction ; but the Lord knew that he would be faithful, 
and ſet a worthy example to the world ; and the Scripture: 
teach us to regard Abram as a pattern of faith and obedience, 
In the firſt inſtance, he is exhibited to us as ready to follow 
the light of Divine revelation*, No ſooner did Gop appear 
to him, and require him to leave his native country, than he 
obeyed, and went out, not knowing the place of his deſtina. 
tion, — His ultimate hopes were fixed on a city, whoſe 
builder and maker is Gop+; and therefore he was not anx1- 
ous about the concerns of this fluctuating world, — Chriſti- 
ans are taught to direct their hopes to the ſame heavenly 
country; but without the aid of Divine revelation to direct 


them, they cannot find the way to it, — Happily for them, 


the ſame LokD, who was a guide to Abram, is ready to be 
their guide alſo. He muſt not indeed be expected to appear 
to us as He did to Abram, nor is there occaſion for Him to do 
ſo, becauſe thoſe purpoſes of Divine providence, for which the 
LoRD fo particularly directed this good patriarch, have been 
completed; and the way to the heavenly country is exactly 
deſcribed in his abritten word; let us therefore ſtudy it with 


the utmoſt attention, and pay a ready obedience to thoſe Di- 


vine commands which it contains, not ſuffering our worldly 
intereſt to attach us too ſtrongly to the concerns of this tran- 
ſitory life. 


It is ſuppoſed that Terah left Ur, becauſe the people of 


Chaldea were ſo great idolaters, as entirely to neglect the 


worſhip of the true Gop, who was ftill adored by moſt na- 


tions of the earth, though, inſtead of honouring the Logo, 
they made to themſelves ih or repreſentations of Him. 


As Abram was no more than 75 years old, when he left 
Haran, Sarah, who was the daughter of his youngeſt brother, 
mult have been a young woman, 


* See Heb. xi. 8. 9. + Ibid. 10. 


HISTORY OF ABRAM, 71 
By what means the Loxp directed Abraham to Canaan, is 


not related; but we may conjecture, with great probability, 


that the patriarch was guided by ſome viſible token of the 
Divine preſence, as his deſcendants were afterwards. 

We find that Abram, after the LoRp had called him, 
followed the religion of Noah ;---built altars to the LoRp, 
acknowledged Him to be Gop, and offered ſacrifices to Him 
alone. The calling of Abram may be conſidered as a 
kindneſs to the poſterity of Shem, to whom the Lord had 
promiſed, by Noah, to be a Gop, in a peculiar manner“. 

It is evident, from this chapter, that the knowledge of the 
Lokp was not yet loſt by the Egyptians; but they had cor- 
rupted their ways; for it certainly was an immoral and un- 
juit action, contrary to the law of hoſpitality (which ſeems 
to have been greatly obſerved in thoſe days) to take a woman, 
eſpecially a foreigner, againſt her inclination, into the houſe 
of the King, with a view, as it appears, of making her his 
wife. We can ſcarcely imagine, that Sarah, who was af- 
fectionately attached to her huſband, left him willingly. 

Abram's extraordinary conduct in calling Sarai, his er, 
will be explained in a following ſection, 


* See Section 10, 
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THE HISTORY OF ABRAM CONTINUED. 
GOD's PROMISES AGAIN RENEWED. 


AY Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his 


wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, 


into the ſouth. And Abram was very rich in cattle, 


in ſilver, and in gold. 
| And 


| 
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And he went on his journeys from the ſouth, even 
to Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had been 
at the beginning, between Beth-el and Hai, unto 
the place of the altar, which he had made there at 
the firſt: and there Abram called on the name of 
the Lorp. 

And Lot alſo, which went with 5 Ako had flocks 
and herds, and tents. And the land was not able 
to bear them, that they might dwell together : for 
their ſubſtance was great, ſo that they could not dwell 
together. 

And there was a ſtrife between the herdmen of 
Abram's cattle, and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: 
and the Canaanite, and the Perizzite dwelled then 
in the land. 

And Abram ſaid unto Lot, Let there be no ſtrife, 
I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my 
herdmen and thy herdmen : for we be brethren. 

Is not the whole land before thee ? Separate thy- 
ſelf, I pray thee, from me : if thou wilt take to the 
left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou de- 
part to the right hand, then I will go to the left, 
And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain 
ot Jordan, that it was well watered every where, be- 
fore the Lord deſtroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, 


even as the garden of the Lorp, like the land of 


Egypt, as thou comeſt unto Zoar. 

Then Lot choſe him all the plain of Jordan; and 

Lot journeyed eaſt : and they ſeparated themſelves 
the one from the other. hy 

| - Abram 
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Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot 
journeyed eaſt : and they ſeparated themſelves the 
one from the other. 

Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot 
dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his 
tent towards Sodom. | 

But the men of Sodom were wicked, and finners 
before the LoRD exceedingly. 


e 
r And the Lorp ſaid unto Abram after that Lot 
was ſeparated from him, lift up now thine eyes, and 
> . look from the place where thou art, northward, and 
f : ſouthward, and eaſtward, and weſtward. | 
For all the land which thou ſeeſt, to thee will 1 
| E giveit, and to thy ſeed for ever. | 


And TI will make thy ſeed as the duſt of the earth; 
fo that if a man can number the duſt of the earth, 
then ſhall thy ſeed alſo be numbered : 

Ariſe, walk through the land in the length of it, 
and in the breadth of it: for I will give it unto thee. 


ANNOTATIONS ND REFLECTIONS, 


The friendly and courteous behaviour of Abram to Lot, 


is worthy of remark : if all relations were as ready to accom- 


modate each other, there would be more peace and har- 


mony, than are at preſent to be found in the world, 

Ih be inhabitants of Canaan were not immediately driven 
$ away to make room for Ahram ; but from this time he had 
 aright to conſider the land as his property: however, he 
was contented with ſuch a portion of it, as was ſufficient 
for the maintenance of himſelf and his dependants; but it 


4 e 5 | was. 
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was, without doubt, very comfortable to him to receive 
from the SUPREME GovrRNOR of the world, a grant of 
country ſufficient for the ſuſtenance of the numerous po. 
terity which was promiſed to him, | 


3 ee 0 XV. 


ABRAM'Ss COVENANT WITH ABIMELECH. 


A ND Abram journeyed from thence toward the 
ſou:h country, and dwelled between Kadeſh 
and Shur, and ſojourned in Gerar. And Abram 
ſaid of Sarah his wife, ſhe is my ſiſter : and Abime- 
lech king of Gerar ſent and took Sarah. 

But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, 
and ſaid to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, 
for the woman which thou haſt taken: for ſhe is a 
man's wife. And Abimelech ſaid, Loxp, wilt thou 
ſlay alſo a righteous nation; | 
Said he not unto me, ſhe is my ſiſter? and ſhe, 
even the herſelf faid, he is my brother: in the inte- 
grity of my heart, and innocency of my hands, have 

1 done this. my | 

And Gop ſaid unto him in a dream, Yea, I 
know that thou didſt this in the integrity of thy 
heart; for I alſo withheld thee from ſinning againit 
me”. | 5 

Now therefore, reſtore the man his wife; for he 
is a prophet, and he ſhall pray for thee, and thou 

| ſhalt 
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ſhalt live: and if thou reſtore her not, know thou 
that thou ſhalt ſurely die, thou, and all that are thine. 

Therefore Abimelech roſe early in the morning, 
and called all his ſervants, and told all theſe things 
in their ears: and the men were fore 2 id. 

Then Abimelech called Abram, and ſaid unto 
him, What haſt thou done unto us? and what have 
[ offended thee, that thou hai brought on me, and 


on my kingdom, a great n? thou haſt done deeds 


unto. me that ought not to be done. 

And Abimelech faid unto Abram, What ſaweſt 
thou, that thou haſt done this thing? And Abram 
ſaid, Becauſe I thought, Surely the fear of Gop 1: 
not in this place; and they will ſlay me for my 
wite's ſake. 

And yet indeed ſhe is my ſiſter; ſhe is the daugh- 
ter of my father, but not the daughter of my mo- 
ther : and ſhe became my wife. 

And it came to paſs, when Gop cauſed me to 
to wander from my father's houſe, that I ſaid unto 
her, This is thy kindneſs which thou ſhalt ſhew un- 
to me; at every place whither we ſhall come, fay of 
me, he 1s my brother. 

And Abimelech took ſheep, and oxen, and men- 
ſervants, and women-ſervants, and gave them unto 


Abram, and reſtored him Sarah his wife. And 
Abimelech faid, Behold, my land is before thee : | 


dw/ell where it pleaſeth thee. 
And unto Sarah he faid, Behold, 1 have given 
thy brother a thouſand pieces of ſilver ; behold, he 
3 | ts 
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is to thee a covering of the eyes unto all that are 
with thee, and with all other: thus ſhe was reproved. 
So Abram prayed unto the Lozp for Abirnelech 
and his wife, and his ſervants, and the Loxp heared 
him. | 
And it came to paſs at that time, that Abimelech, 
and Phichol the chief captain of his hoſt, ſpake unto 
Abram, ſaying, Gop is with thee in all that thou 
doeſt. | 
Now therefore, {wear unto me here by Gon, tha 
thou wilt not deal falſely with me, nor with my ſon, 
nor with my ſon's fon: but according to the kind- 
neſs that I have done unto thee thou ſhalt do unio 
me, and to the land wherein thou haſt ſojourned. 
And Abram ſaid, I will ſwear. And Abram re 
proved Abimelech becauſe of a well of water, Which 
Abimelech's ſervants had violently taken away. 
And Abimelech ſaid, I wot not who hath done 
this ching: neither didſt thou tell me, neither yet 
heard I of it but to-day. And Abram took ſheep 
and oxen, and gave them unto Abimelech : and 
both of them made a covenant. And Abram ſet 
ſeven ewe-Jambs of the flock by themſelves. 
And Abimelech ſaid unto Abram, What mean 
theſe ſeven ewe-lambs which thou haſt ſet by them- 
ſelves? And he ſaid, for theſe ſeven ewe-lambs 
malt thou take of my hand, that they may be a 
witneſs unto me that I have digged this well. 


Vherefore 
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Wherefore he called that place Peerſheba ; becauſe 
there they ſware both of them. "Thus they made a 
covenant at Beerſheba; and Abram planted a grove 
in Beerſheba, and called there on the name of the 
Lox, the everlaſting Gov. And Abram ſojourned 
in the Philiſtines land many days. 

Then Abram removed his tent, and came and 
dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, 
aud built there au altar unto the LORD. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


The events, which are here related, ſeem to belong to an 
early part of Abram's hiſtory; hut it is impoſſible to aſcer- 
tain their exact period; nor is it of material conſequence to 
do ſo, (as cur preſent buſineſs is not with the chrenolegy, but 
the practical inſtructian of the old teſtament) or many rea- 
ſons might be produced to ſhew, that in the bible they ate 
not related in their natural order. Perhaps the ſacred 
hiſtorian might have ſome motive reſpecting the Fears, for 
this arrangement; but there can no ill conſequences en- 
fue to Chriſtians from tranſpoſitions of this nature; and 
therefore we will conſider thefe circumſtances as happening 
while Abram and Sarai were young. — The Phililtines were 
a people originally deſcended from Miſraim, the fon of 

It is evident that Abimelech was on the whole a pious man, 
for he feared the Lon, and abhorred the crime of adultery, . 
ſo that he would not tzke away another man's wife; though, 


according to a wicked cuſtom which prevailed in the world at 
that time, he did not {cruple to have a plurality of wives. 
It alſo appears that the Lorp did not limit Divine revela- 
tion to Abraham only; for both Pharoah and Abimelech were 
acquainted by means cf it, that they were in dan; er cf ccm«- 
E 3 _ | micting 
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mitting a treſpaſs, that would, according to the diſpenſation 
they lived under, bring a heavy judgment on their king. 
doms. 

We may further infer from this ſection, that the grace 1 
Gop was not yet withdrawn from all the nations of the 
earth, for Abimelech was prevented by it from perpetratin:, 
2 crime, which he would otherwiſe have committed. — The. 
method of Divine grace is likewiſe explained. -GoD did not 
lay an abſolute reſtraint on the aui of Abimelech, but repre- 
ſented to him the ſinfulneſs of the action, and the puniſhment 

that would follow the commiſſion of it. 

By Abraham's being appoiated to pray for Abimelech, we 
may underſtand, that the patriarch had been made ac- 
quainted with the pure worſhip of Gop, and knew how tc 
«dreſs Him without ſuperſtitious rites, which it is more than 
probable, the Philiſtines uſed at that time. 

Abimelech's expoſtulation with Abram had great juſtice 
in it; and Abram's apology was by no means a good one; 
but as we do not find that he practiced this kind of decep- 
tion afterwards, we may conclude he was $ convinced that he 
bad acted upon falſe principles. 

The interpoſition of the Loo in favour of Abram, ſtruck 
the mind of Abimelech in a very forcible manner; and fo far 
from attempting to drive him out of his country, he ſought 
nis friendſhip. - The rebuke which Abimelech gave to Sarah, 
intimates that ſhe made a greater diſplay of her beauty than 
was proper for amarried woman, The ſum he preſented her 
with to buy a veil amounted to about c7l. of our money, 
The covenant which Abram entered into with this king, is 
a farther proof that Abimelech was a pious man, which juſ- 
tifies Abram ſor making an alliance with him. His giving 
him a conſideration for the well intimates that the grant of 
the land of the Philiſtines had not been given by Gop to 
Abram as an inheritance, 


The 
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The grove which Abram planted was to ſerve the purpoſe 
of a temple or church; here in all probability the good pa- 
triarch aſſembled his family to pay adoration to the Lokp, 
the EVERLASTING Gon, In future ages, when the Tem- 
ple was built, grove worſhip was forbidden. Since we have 
here an inſtance of the LorD's abhorrence of the crime of 
adultery, it ſhould ſerve as a general admonition againſt co- 
veting other men's wives, —— The efficacy of Divine reve- 
lation in Abimelech's caſe, ſhould lead all, who are tempted 


to commit this crime, to the ſame ſource, — The will of the 


LORD may now be as clearly known from the holy ſcriptures, 
as if Gop revealed it in dreams and vifions; and thoſe, who 
are, by means of Divine revelation, reſtrained from it, ſhould 
be thankful to Gop for the grace He has afforded. 

If the crimes of Kings are likely to bring puniſhments on 
their ſubjects, thoſe who have a virtuous Sovereign, are 
bound in policy, as well as duty, to pray for tlie continuance 


of his life; and if adultery is among thoſe vices which bring 


national judgments on a guilty land, every ſubjcet ſhould 
avoid the practice of it; and thoſe who have actually com- 
mitted it, muſt ſeek for pardon throvgh a medialzy, for they 
can obtain pardon and grace no other way. 

Evaſions approach fo near to falſehood, that they muſt be 


diſpleaſing to a Goo of perfect truth; and we may underitand 
from the dangers and diſiculties to which they expoſed. 


Abram and his wife, that the incidents relating to his be- 


haviour in Egypt and Philiftia, are recorded as warnings, 


not as examples to the world. 


Before we proceed, it will be proper to obſerve, that ſa- 


cred hiitory ſets before us the faults and failings, as well as 


the virtues of particular people. That part of each perſon's 
character in which they are chiefly worthy of 1mitation, is 
' plataly pointed out, and their general behaviour deſcribed in 
ſuch a manner, that we may eaſily form a judgment of the 
propriety and impropriety of their conduct. Divine revela- 
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tion does not perform the office of kumar reaſon, but kindl, 
aſſiſts it in matters beyond the reach of its power; and there. 
fore, whenever the ſcriptures do not paſs that cenſure upon 
the bad actions of thoſe whoſe hiſtory it relates, which they 
appear to deſerve, it is becauſe the Sprrz7 of GO Goes no- 
thing in vain, 
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ABRAM RESCUES Lor, AND pars 'FITHES TO 
| IVELCHISEDEK., 


ND there was war between Cherdelaomer 
king of Elan, and his confederates, and Bera 
king of Sodom, and his confederates. 

And the vale of Siddim was full of flime pits ; 
and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and 
fell there; and they that remained fled to the moun- 
tains. . 5 

And they took all the goods of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and all their victuals, and went their way. 
And they took Lot, Abram's brother's ſon (who 
dwelt in Sodom) and his goods, and departed. 

And there came one that had eſcaped, and told 
Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of 

Mamre the Amorite, brother of Efſhcol, and bro- 
| ther of Aner: and theſe were confederate with 
Abram. LT SITY = | 

And when Abram heard that his brother was 
taken captive, he armed his trained ſervants, born 

in 


JFC 


in his own houſe, three hundred and eigliteen, and 
purſued them unto Dan. 

And he divided himſelf againſt them, he and his 
ſervants by night, and ſmote them, and purſued 
them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of 
Damaſcus. And he brought back all the goods, 
and alſo brought again his brother Lot, and his 
goods, and the women alto, and the people. 

And the king of Sodom went out to meet him 
(after his return from the ſlaughter of Chedorlao - 
mer, and of the kings that were with him) at the 
valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale. 

And Melchiſedek king of Salem brought forth 
bread and wine, and he was the prieſt of the moit 
high Gop. And he bleſſed him, and ſaid, Bleſſed 
be Abram of the moſt high Gon, poſſeſſor of hea- 
ven and earth: and bleſſed be the moſt high. G op, 
which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. 
And he gave him tithes of all. 

And the King of Sodom ſaid unto Abram, Give 
me the perſons, and take the goods to thyſelf. 
And Abram faid to the king of Sodom, I have 
lift up mine hand unto the Lokp, the moſt high 
Gon, the poſſeſſor of heaven and earth, that I will 
not take from a thread even to a ſhoe-latchet, and 
that T will not take any thing that is thine, leſt thou 


ſhouldeſt ſay, I have made Abram rich : fave only 


that which the young men have eaten, and the -por- 
tion of the men which went with me, Aner, Alli- 
col, and Mamre; let them take their portion. 

5 | ANNCO- 
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NNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


We read in a former ſection, that the deſcendants of the 
ſons of Noah overſpread the whole earth. Many ages pat- 
ſed, before all parts of the world were inhabited; but min- 
kind muſt have encreaſed very faſt, or there could not have 
been ſuch a number of kings, as we read of in Abram's 
time. Theſz monarchs had no great extent of territory, 
each reigned over one city and its ſuburbs, 

As it has been queſtioned, how thoſe continents came to 
be peopled, which are widely ſeparated from the parts firit 
inhabited aiter the flood, it will be proper to mention, that, 
though all the great quarters of the world are, for the moit 
part, ſeparated from each other by ſome vaſt extenſive 
ocean, yet there is always ſome place where an iſthmus, cr 
ſmall neck of land, is found to conjoin them, or ſome nar. 
row fea is made to diſtinguiſh and divide them; and there 
is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, though it has not yet been diſ- 
covered, that there may poflibly be a ſmall neck of land, by 
means of which ſome of the deſcendants of Noah paſſed into 
America. 

We find, by the account here given of Abram's reſcuing 
Lot, that he was a man of conſequence in the eſtimation 
of his cotemporaries. It is ſuppoſed, that the king of So- 
dom, who came to meet Abram, was the ſon of him who 
fell at the ſlime- pits. Abram's refuſal of the booty ſhewed, 
that he did not engage in the war from avaricious motives, 
but entirely from that principle of humanity and affection, 
which ought to actuate every one towards the unſortunate, 
eſpecially if they ſnould chance to be relations. | 

It has been a matter of great diſpute, who Melchizedek, 
king of Salem, was, to whom Abram paid tithes, The 
Apoſtle St. Paul has written largely on the ſubject «, and 


* Heb. 7 
made 
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made it (as I think) evidently appear, that he was no lels 
than the LorD himſelf, who, while mankind continued in- 
nocent, might juſtly be regarded in his government of them, 
as King of Righteouſneſs; and afterwards as King of Peace and 
Reconciliation for them, as ſinners, -But in the full diſeuſ. 
ſion of this point, it would be 18 to employ the Apol- 
tle's 27guments, which will appear in a much clearer light 
OM For rem of the doctrines of 1 Old Teſtament, it will 
therefore be beſt to paſs it over at preſent. 

The practical inſtrudtion to be collected from this ſection 
is, that it is our duty to go to the aſſiſtance of friends, 
whenever we can render them eſſential ſervice; that in all 
deliverances from our enemies, we are to aſcribe glory to 


Gop; and that, if we ſhould diſcover who the King Of 


Righteouſneſs and Peace is, and ſhould find that he is ready 
to meet all there, who, like Abram, believe and truſt in the 
moſt high Gop paſſeſor of heaven and earth, we are under an 
indiſpenſible obligation to pay homage to Ilim, as it is He 
alone who can convey a Divine bleſſing to us. 


r. xv; 


THE TEMPORAL COVENANT. 


F TER theſe things, the Wokxp of the LoRD 
came unto Abram in a viſion, ſaying, Fear not 


Abram: I ain thy ſhield, and thy excceding great 


reward. 

And Abram ſaid, "Tape Gop what wilt thou 
give me, ſeeing I go childleſs, and the ſteward of 
my houſe is this Eliezar of Damaſcus? And Abram 
ſaid, Behold to me thou haſt given no feed: and lo! 
one born in my houſe is mine heir, 

E 6 And 
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And behold the WorD of the Lornd came unto 
him, faying, I his ſhall not be thine heir. And Hr 
brought him forth abroad, and ſaid, Look now to- 
wards heaven, and tell the ſtars, if thou be able to 
number them. And He faid unto him, ſo ſhall thy 
leed be. 

And Abram believed in the Lorn, and he 
counted it to Him for righteouſneſs. | 

And the Word of the Lorp ſaid unto him, I am 
the LorD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chal- 
dees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 

And he faid, Lord Gop, whereby ſhall I know 
that I ſhall inherit it? 

And the WorkD of the Lok faid unto him, 
Take me an heifer of three years old, and a ſhe goat 
of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and 
a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon. 

And he took unto hira all theſe, and divided them 
in the midſt, and laid each piece one againſt another, 
but the birds divided he not. And when the fowls 
came down upon the carcaſes, Abram drove them 
away, | 

And when the fun was going down, a deep ſleep 
Fell upon Abram, and lo, an horror of great dark- 
neſs fell upon him. 

And the Loxn ſaid unto Abram, Know of a 
ſurety that thy feed ſhall be a ſtranger in a land that 
is not theirs, and ſhall ſerve them, and they ſhall af- 
fit them four hundred years, 


And 


THE TEMPORAL COVENANT. 

And alſo that nation whom they ſhall ſerve, will ! 
judge: and afterwards they ſhall come out with great 
ſubſtance. 

But in the fourth generatton they ſhall come hither 
again, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full, 
And thou ſhalt go to thy fathers in peace, thou ſhalt 
be buried in a good old age. 

And it came to paſs, that when the fun went 
down, and it was dark, behold a ſmoking furnace and 
a burning lamp that paſſed between thoſe pieces. 

In that ſame day the LORD made a covenant with 
Abram, ſaying, Unto thy ſeed have ] given this land, 
from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the ri- 
ver Euphrates, | 

'The Kenites, and. the Kenizzites, and the Kad- 
monites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Rephaims, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, 
and the Gergaſhites, and the Jebuſites. 


— 
2 
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ANNOTATIONS ANp REFLECTIONS, 


In this chapter, we read, that the Worn of the Lorp 
came unto Abram, — We are taught by the ſcriptures of the 


New Teſtament, and, indeed, by a ſucceeding. verſe in this 


ſection, that the Woxp of the Lorp is another title appro- 
priated by the LoD GOD. The purpoſe of this viſion ſeems 
to have been to ſtrengthen Ahram's faith by additional pro- 
miſes. It had been revealed to Abram before, that his de- 
ſcendants ſhould be very numerous and proſperous, but as 


he had no preſent proſpe& of an heir, his hope might have 


failed, had.not Gop thus graciouſly condeſcended to encou- 


ra eit. 
* It 


95 THE TEMPORAL COVENANT. 


It is ſaid that Abram believed in the LORD, and he counted it 
zo him ſor righteouſneſs; that is to ſay, he believed that the 
LoRn was Gon, that He had power to do all things, and 
was cver faithful to his promiſes, On account cf this faith, 
God, in his own great mercy, forgave him all the former 
offences he had committed againſt Him, when he did not 
worſhip Him according to his Holy Will, and regarded him 
as a righteous or juſt perſon, fit to be taken into covenant 

with Him; and even condeſcended to confirm this covenant 
after the cuſtom of men; for in antient times, it was uſual 
in ſolemn contracts to divide animals in the manner here de- 
ſcribed, and for the parties to paſs between them. * In the 
performance of this ceremony, Abram's faith was farther ex- 
erciſed, for he ſeems to have watched a long time waiting for 
the LorD's coming to ratify the covenant +, 

The fl:ep which fell upon Abram was from the LoRD.— 
The horror which attended it was figurative of the miſery of 
his deſcendants; and that part of prophecy at this time re- 
vealed, concerning the Egyptian bondage, was deſigned, 
without doubt, as a future evidence of the foreknowledge of 
God ; and that part of it which pronounced deliverance, was 
intended as a comfort and encouragement, to be kept in re- 


ſerve for his poſterity, when they ſhould be under the cala- 


raities that are here predicted, 
From the promiſe to Abram, that be ſhould go to his fa- 
tier's in peace, it has been inferred, that there is a place to 


which the ſouls of the deceaſed go, where they find thoſe of 
their relations and friends, 


* See Jer, xxxiv. 18, 19. 

+ It 1s to he obſerved, that Abram was juſtified (or efteemed juſt) 
by faith, before any expreſs law was given him. This circumſtance 
(as we read in the Epiſtles) furniſhed the Apoſtles with many argu- 
ments in fayour of the Gentiles, againſt the Jewiſh nation; for it 
plainly ſhews, that the works of the Moſaic law were not neceſſary for 
Juttification to all ſorts of people. 
| | From 
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From the expreſſion, the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full, 
we may underſtand, that it is the courſe of Divine Providence 
to ſpare wicked nations, ſo as not entirely to extirpate them, 
We alſo learn, that they can no longer be ſuſfered to remain, 
without bringing an imputation on the juſtice of Gop. 

The ſmoking furnace, and burning lamp, were tokens of 
the covenant which God at this time made with Abram con- 
cerning the temporal ſtate of his deſcendants. 

We read in a former ſection,* that the Lord promiſed 
Abram to give to him (as an inheritance for the numerous ge- 
nerations that were to proceed from him) all the land which 
he could at that time behuld, and commanded him to take a 
particular ſurvey of it, we find, by this ſection, that he af- 
terwards ſettled, and dwelt in the plain of Mamre. It is 
therefore mott likely, as we have already ſuppoſed, that he 
removed from place to place, and in this peregrination, 
abode in Egypt and Philiſtia, by which means he had oppor- 
tunity to examine the ſtate and extent of the country. 

In this ſection, we find the Lord fulfilling his promiſe, by 
actually giving this land to Abram's poſterity. | 
The nations, whoſe right of inheritance is here transferred 


to the ſeed of Abram, were deſcendants of Canaan, the ſon 


of Ham. They were at that time wicked idolaters, and af- 
terwards became molt daring and preſumptuous finners. 

We learn from this ſection, to conſider Gop as the Su- 
preme Governor of the univerſe, portioning out the earth, 
and transferring. the inheritance of its different territories 


from age to age, according to his good pleaſure. --'This ſhould 


teach every nation to endeavour to obtain His favour, rather 
than confide in their own {treng! h. Heis as a ſhield, defend- 
ing from dangers all thoſe who place their truſt in Him; and 
a rewarder of thoſe who diligently ſerve Him; for He! is no 
reſpecter of perſons. 


by the Apoſtolic writings; and from them, we alſo learn, 
* See Section 13. 


The nature and efficacy of Abraham's faith, 1s explained | 


that 
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that by the ſeed of Abraham, we are to underſtand, not merely 
thoſe who were his natural deſcendants, but alſo thoſe why 

believe in the Lond like him. —St. John the Baptiſt con. 
firms this doctrine * | 


Matth. iii. 9. 


3 U ˙ 1 . 


TE HISTORY or ABRAM coxTINUED. 
Tae BIRTH OF ISHMAEL. 


OW Sarai, Abram's wife, bare him no chil- 
dren: and ſhe had an hand-maid, an Egypti- 
an, whoſe name was Hagar. 
And Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar her maid, 
the Egyptian, and gave her to her huſband Abram, 
to be his wife, And her miſtreſs was deſpiſed in her 
eyes. . 

And Sarai ſaid unto Abram, My wrong be upon 
thee; for I have given my maid into thy boſom, and 
now I am defpiſed in her eyes: the LoRD Judge be- 
tween me and thee, 

But Abram faid unto Sara, Behold, thy maid is 
in thy hand; do to her as it pleaſeth thee. And 
when Sarai dealt hardly with her, ſhe fled from her 
face. | 

And the angel of the Loxo found her by a foun- 
tain of water in the Wirth by the fountain in the 
way to Shur. 
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And he faid, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence cameſt 
thou? and whither wilt thou go? And ſhe ſaid, I 
flee from the face of my miſtreſs Sarai, And the an- 
gel of the Lord faid unto her, Return to thy miſ- 
treſs, and fubmit thyſelf under her hands. 

And the angel of the Lok p faid unto her, I will 
multiply thy ſeed exceedingly, that it ſhall not be 
numbered for multitude, | 

And the angel of the Loy ſaid unto her, Behold, 
thou ſhalt bear a fon, and thou ſhalt call his name 
Iihmael; becauſe the LoR D hath heard thy affliction. | 

And he will be a wild man; his hand will be 
againſt every man, and every man's hand againſt 
him: and he ſhall dwell in the preſence of all his bre- 
thren. 4 
And ſhe called the name of the Lorp that ſpake 4 
unto her, Thou Gop ſeeſt me: for ſhe ſaid, Have 
I alſo here looked after him that ſeeth me? 

Wherefore the well was called Beer-lahai- roi; be- — 1 g 
hold, it is between Kadeſh and Bered. b 

And Hagar bare Abram a ſon: and Abram called 1 
his ſon's name, which Hagar bare, Iſhmael. 
And Abram was fourſcore and ſix years old when 
Hagar bare Iſhmael to Abram. 


„ 
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ANNOTATIONS Au DBU REFLECTIONS. 


Hagar appears to have been guilty of a fault in uſing her 
” miſtreſs with diſreſpect; but Sarai ſhould not have reſented it 
3 with ſo much ſeverity, 
| The 
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The promiſe here made to Hagar is a remarkable prophecy, 


which is at this very time fulfilling in the world, as will be 


explained in its proper place. 

It is ſaid that the Ax EL F the Lord found her, &c.— 
From this expreſſion, ſome interpreters have been led to ſup- 
poſe that it was a created Angel, but in this very ſection, we 
are told the contrary, So far was Hagar from entertaining 
this idea, that ſhe addreſſed the Loxp who ſpoke unto her as 
Gop; we may therefore conclude, that the term ANGEL 
of the LORD is ſynonimous with the IMacrt & GoD, and 
applicable to the Dir x alone. 

The only practical leſſon which preſents itſelf in this ſec- 
tion, is, that it is the duty of ſervants to ſubmit to their 
miſtreſſes, even if the latter carry their diſpleaſure to an un- 
reaſonable height; and that it is much wiſer to do ſo, than 


to expoſe themſelves to difficulties and diſtreſſes through 
pride and reſentment, 


r 


THE EVERLASTING COVENANT.—CIRCUM- 
CISION APPOINTED. 


ND when Abram was ninety years old and 
nine, the LoxD appeared to Abram, and ſaid 
unto him, I am the ALmicuTy Gop; walk be- 
fore me, and be thou perfect. And I will make my 
covenant between me and thee, and I will multiply 
thee exceedingly. 
And Abram fell on his fare: and Gop talked 
with him, ſaying, As for me, behold, my covenant 
is with thee, and thou malt be a father of many na- 


tions. 
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tions. Neither ſhall thy name be called any 
more Abram ; but thy name ſhall be Abraham ; for 
a father of many nations have I made thee. 

And I will make thee exceedingly fruitful, and I 
will make nations of thee ; and kings ſhall come out 
of thee. 

And I will eftabliſh my covenant between me and 
thee, and thy ſeed after thee, in their generations, 
for an EVERLASTING COVENANT; to be a GOD 
unto thee, and to thy feed after thee. 

And I will give unto thee, and to thy ſced after 
thee, the land wherein thou art a ſtranger, all the 
land of Canaan, for an everlaſting poſſeſſion; and I 
will be their GOD. 

And Gop faid unto Abraham, Thou ſhalt keep 
my covenant therefore, thou, and thy feed after 
thee, in their generations. 

This is my covenant, which ye ſhall keep between 
me, and you, and thy feed after thee : Every male- 
child amongſt you ſhall be circumciſed. He that 
is born in thy houſe, and he that is bought with thy 
money, muſt needs be circumciſed : and my cove- 
nant ſhall be in your fleſh for an everlaſting cove- 
nant. e FEE 

And it ſhall be a token of the covenant between 
me and you. And the uncircumciſed man- child 


ſhall be cut off from his people: he hath broken 
my covenant, e : = 


And Gop faid unto Abraham, as for Sarai thy 


wife, thou ſhalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah 
585 ; (hall 
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ſhall her name be. And I will bleſs her, and give 
thee a ſon alſo of her: yea, I will bleſs her, and ſhe 
ſhall be a mother of nations; kings of people ſhall 
be of her. 

Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, 


and ſaid in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him 


that is an hundred years old? and ſhall Sarah, that 
is ninety years old, bear? 

And Abraham ſaid unto Gop, O that Iſhmael 
might live before thee | 

And Gop ſaid, Sarah thy wife ſhall bear a ſon 
indeed; and thou ſhalt call his name Ifaac : and I 


will eſtabliſh my covenant with him for an everlaſt- 


ing covenant, and with his ſeed after him. 

And as for Iſhmael, I have heard thee : Behold, 
I have bleſſed him, and will make him fruitful, and 
will multiply him exceedingly ; twelve princes ſhall 
proceed from him; and J will make him a great 
nation, 

But my covenant will J eſtabliſh with Iſaac, whom 


Sarah ſhalt bear unto thee at this ſet time in the 


next year. 
And He left off alking with him, and Gon went 
up from Abraham. 
And Abraham took Iſhmael his ſon, and all that 


were born in his houſe, and all that were bought 
with money, every male among the men of Abra- 


ham's houſe; and circumciſed them, in the ſelf- 
| fame day as Gop had ſaid unto him. 


And 
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And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, 


when he was circumciſed. And Iſhmael his fon 
was thirteen years old, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


In a former ſection, we read of a Temporal Covenant, 
which the Lord Gop made with Abram; we here find the 
LoRD appearing unto this patriarch again, in order to make 
a General and Ewerlaſiing Covenant with him, or rather to 
confirm that at firſt made with Adam and Eve, and after- 


wards eftabliſhed to Noah, and from him transferred to 


Shem, from whom Abram delicended, 

Abram was himſelf well convinced, that the LoRD was 
the ALMIGHTY Gor; but the Derry foreſaw, that per- 
ſons in ſucceeding generations N form erroneous opi— 
nions concerning Him ; and for this \ceaſon (as we may pre- 
ſume) expreſsly declared, that he was'going to enter into 
covenant with Abram in his OWN PERSON, 

It was required of Abram, that he ſhould be perſect, that 


is to ſay, entirely devoted to ALMIGHTY Go, forſaking 


all manner of falſe worſhip. 

We have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that, at this time, the Di- 
VINE IMAGE was manifeſted with reſplendent glory, for 
Abram fell on his face in humble adoration. 

It is obſervable, that after having repeated the 1 
of the former covenant, and changed Abram's name to 
Abraham, which was more grand and honourable“. The 
LoRD graciouſly proceeded to eſtabliſh the covenant, and 
extend it to.ſpiritual bleſſings, for ſo we may underſtand the 


expreſhon, -I will be A GOD to thee, and to thy ſeed after 


Multitude. 
2 


* Abram ſignifies High Father Abraham, Father of a great 
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thee. It was yet a long time before Abram's race could be 
multiplied to fo great a degree, as is here promiled ; and 
many generations would ſucceſſively paſs away, before the 
heathen nations were to be driven out; we may therefore 
conclude, that Abraham looked (as the Apoſtle to the Re. 
brews expreſſes it) For @ better country, that is an heaven, 


Wherefore God called kimſ:lf their GOD, kawving prepared for 


them à city in his eternal kingdom®. 

This is the firſt paſſage of Scripture, in which the Lonn 
is {tiled the GOD of Abraham ; it will therefore be proper to 
conſider what conſtruction may be put on this expreſſion. 
The text jult quoted, implies, that it meant ſomething more 
than the favour of Gop in this life, to the patriarch, and 
his ſeed ; and our Saviou, in his diſcourſe with the Sad- 
ducees , intimates very ſtrongly, that it has a reference to 
a future ſtate. Whether Abraham had any expectation ot 
\a reſurrection from the dead, is not expreſsly told us; but 
it is certain, that he believed the power of Gop to be equal 
to the bringing about ſuch an event. 

Having promiſed ſuch great and extenſive privileges to 
Abraham and his poſterity, Gop next proceeded to appeint 
a rite, by which they ſhould be diſtinguiſhed as his peculiar 
people, This rite was to ſerve as a zeken of their faith and 
obedience : it conſiſted in making a mark in their fleſh, 

That Sarai might have an equal dignity with her huſband, 
ker name was alſo changed ft. | | 

The good cid Patriarch, pleaſed with the thoughts that 
Sarah would partake the honour intended for him, could 
not reftrain his joy; but recollecting that he had already a 


* Heb. xi. 16. + Luke z. 37, 38. 
＋ Sarai ſignifies a Princeſs; Sarah, a Ptinceſs or Mother of many 
nations. In thoſe early ages, the heads of families had the ſupreme 


command over their deſcendants and domeſtics; therefore, they were 


properly called Princes and Princeſſes, 
ſon 
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ſoa, parental affection pleaded in his heart in favour of him, 
and burſt from his lips in the fervent wiſh-0 tat IAmac! 
might live before Thee ! 

To reconcile Abraham's mind to the di ;ſappointment of 
ſupplanting Iſhmael, Gop gracioully promiſed, that he alſo 
ſhould be very proſperous, and poſſeſs both riches and ho— 


nour; one diſtinction was however reſerved for him, who- 


was yet unborn, namely, the bleſſing which related to 7he 
promiſed feed of the woman. 

It will be proper to remark here, that the particular per- 
ſon among Abraham's numerous polterity, to whom the 
diſtinguiſhing inheritance was to deſcend, was fixed by the 
{overeign will of Gop, and not left to Abraham's pleaſure 
The LoRp reterved to Himſelf the pri- 
vilege of determining, what zatioz ſhould be His peculiar 
peopie. 

From this ſection we are inſtructed to acknowledge the 
LoRD to be allo the ALmicuTY Gop; therefore, let us 
on no account degrade Him in our minds, but humble our- 
ſelves before Him, with thankſgivings for His merciful con- 
deſcenſion in making a covenant with Abraham, in which, 
25 we may underſtand from the New Teſtament, all ſhall 
have an intereſt, who, like Abraham, believe in the LORD, 
call on His Holy name, and obey thoſe commands, which He 
has made known by Divine revelation. 


to determine“. 


The rite of circumciſion is now aboliſhed; but we have 


baptiſm in its ſtead, which is the token and pledge of a co- 
venant conveying better promiſes, —If it was neceſſary for 


Abraham, his family, and deſcendants, to comply with the 


firſt, it muſt be our indiſpenſible duty to comply with the 


: — —ä— 2 . 8 — 
latter. And as infants were to be initiated into the one, it 
is a natural inference, that they ſhould be partakers of the 


other. Can they too early in life be numbered amongtt 


Gop's peculiar people, TS. the pledge of His Divine 
Promiſe;? | 


* Rom. ix. 7, 8. 


EC-E, 


[ 96 }] 


SEG +, 
I's HISTORY or ABRAHAM corTiNnuen, 


„ the Lord appeared unto Abraham in the 
plains of Mamre: and he fat in the tent-door 
in the heat of the day. | 

And he lift up his eyes, and looked, and lo, three 
men ſtood by him: and when he ſaw them, he ran 
to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed him- 
ſelf toward the ground. 

And faid, My Lorp, if now I have. found fa- 


vour in thy fight, paſs not away, I pray thee, from 


thy ſervant, —Let a little water, I pray you, be 
fetched, and waſh your feet, and reſt yourſelves un- 
der the tree: | 2 

And I will fetch a morſel of bread, and comfort 
ye your hearts; after that ye ſhall paſs on: for 
therefore are ye come to your ſervant. And they 
ſaid, So do as thou haſt ſaid. 

And Abraham haſtened into the tent unto Sarah, 
and ſaid, Make ready quickly three meaſures of fine 
meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 

And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a 
calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; 
and he haſted to dreſs it. 

And he took butter and milk, and the calt which 
he had dreſſed, and ſet it before them; and he flood 
by them under the tree, and they did cat. 

| And 
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And they ſaid unto him, Where is Sarah, thy 
wife? And he ſaid, Behold in the tent. 

And he ſaid, I will certainly return unto thee ac- 
cording to the time of life; and Sarah, thy wife, 
ſhall have a ſon. And Sarah heard it in the tent- 
door, which was behind them. 

Now Abraham and Sarah were old, and wel! 
ſtricken in years: therefore Sarah laughed within 
herſelf. | 

And the Lorn faid unto Abraham, Wherefore 
did Sarah laugh, faying, Shall I of a ſurety bear a 
child, which am old ? 

is any thing too hard for the LoD? At the time 
appointed I will return unto thee, according to the 
time of life, and Sarah ſhall have a fon. _ 

Then Sarah denied, faving, I laughed not; for 
ſhe was afraid. And he faid, Nay, but thou didſt 


laugh. 


ANNOTATIONS ANVp REFLECTIONS, 


On this occaſion, the appearance of the Loxy Gop wa; 
different from that 1mani/efation of the Divine Preſince, which 
Abraham had been accultumed to behold. And the Lorn 
was attended by two Angels; but both the Divine and An- 
gelic natures were veiled under the human form, ſo that 
Abraham at firſt ſuppoſed he ſaw three travellers; and, with 
great hoſpitality, haſtened to invite them into his tent; and, 
obſerving in the appearance of one of them, uncommon 
dignity, he addrefſed himſelf to him with the utmoſt humi— 


lity and reſpect, regarding the others as his inferors, 
| N The 
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The purpoſe of this viſit, in reſpect to Abraham, waz 
that the Lox y might name the exact time when Iſaac ſhould 
be born; and it is remarkable, that the Lord made thi: 
premiſe, in the preſence of two of His. holy angels, calling 
them as witneſſes to add to the ſolemnity of his engagement, 

Sarah, who had never known of any perſon's having chil. 
dren when ſo far advanced in life as ſhe and her huſhand were, 
and not knowing (as we may ſuppoſe) that it was the Lozn. 
Himſelf that promiſed to fend them a ſon, could not at firſt 
believe ſuch an event to be poſſible; but it pleaſed the Lond 
to ſtrengthen her faith, by an aſſurance, that nothing was 
too hard for Him to bring to paſs; and her heatt paid a ready 
aſſent to this important truth. Terrified leſt the LOD (a. 
He now appeared to be) ſhould take offence at her preſump- 
tion, Sarah committed another fault, by uttering a falle- 
hood. The LorD knew that this was not premeditated, 
and no more than the effect of human weakneſs ſuddenly 
feeling the conſciouſneſs of ſin, and having no time for re- 
collection; He therefore took pity on her infirmity; and, in- 
ſtead of puniſhing her, gently informed her, that her mot 
ſecret actions were known to His omniſcience, leaving her 
own heart to reproack her at leiſure, for the fins ſhe had com- 
mitted. | 

From this paſſage of ſacred hiſtory, we are inſtructed, tha: 
hoſpitality to ftrangers is very pleaſing in the ſight of Gop. 
It is needleſs to expatiate on the benevolence which diſplayed 
itſelf in Abraham's ſolicitude, to afford his gueſts all poſſible 
refreſhment. In that early age of the world, there were no 
inns; and, therefore, theſe ſuppoſed travellers, had they 
been men, would have ſuffered great inconveniencies, from 
walking in the heat of the day, if they could not have gained 
admittance into ſome family. The preſent ſtate of the world 
does not require an exact imitation of Abraham's and Sarah's 
conduct on this occahon; but it ſhews their characters in 2 
moſt amiable light; and ſhould incline every one to indulge 


the 
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dne ſame ſentiments as actuated them, which will produce a 
regard to the neceſſities of ſtrangers, and an inclination to 
aſſiſt them with every reaſonable accommodation. We 
cannot expect the LoRD perſonally to vitit us in the man- 


ner He did Abraham and Sarah; becauſe (as has been before 
obſerved) we live under a different diſpenſation ; but the 
Lokp has aſſured us in the Holy Scriptures, that if we com 
fort and refreſh the weary traveller, for his ſake, He will 


citeem it an inſtance of kindneſs done to Himſelf, and recem- 


pence it accordingly.*— A cup of cold water only, given to 
a ſtranger, may bring a bleſſing to ourſelves; therefore, 
when we behold a fellow creature expoſed to the ſcorching 
heat, or the pinching cold, without the means of refreſhment, 
let us call to mind the love that is due to our Lord, and ex- 
tend it to thoſe whom he condeſcends to appoint as his de- 
puties and repreſentatives to receive it. 

The Apoſtle, Peter, admoniſhes wives to take example 
from Sarah, who, we are told, /4onoured her huſband, 
calling him Lord. 


This admonition makes part. of 
the marriage ceremony among Chriſtians; and, therefore, 
concerns every woman who enters into the ſtate of wedlock ; 


for, having ſolemnly promiſed to obey, like Sarah, they 
cannot, without breaking a covenant entered into in the 


preſence of Gop, exalt themſelves above their Lords, and 
* PN e R % 233 . 
refuſe that ſubordination which Gop originally appointed, 


when the woman was made as an help-meet for man, 


M atths Ks 42 0 


r Ak; 
ABRAHAM INTERCEDETH FOR SODOM, 


A the men roſe up from thence, and looked 
towards Sodom: and Abraham went with 
them, to bring them on the way. 

And the Log ſaid, Shall I hide from Abraham 
that thing which 1 do? 

Seeing that Abraham ſhall ſurely become a great 
and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth 
ſhall be bleſſed in him? 

For I know him, that he will command his chil- 
dren and his houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep 
the way of the Lonp, to do juſtice and judgment; 
that the LoRD may bring upon Abraham that which 
he hath ſpoken of him. 

And the Lord faid, Becauſe the cry of Sodom 
and Gomorrah is great,- and becauſe their fin is very 
grievous; I will go down now, and fee whether 
they have done altogether according to the cry of it, 
which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. 

And the men turned their faces from thence, and 
went towards Sodom : but Abraham ſtood yet before 
the LoRD. 

And Abraham drew near, and ſaid, Wilt thou 
alſo deſtroy the righteous with the wicked? | 


Perad- 
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Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the 
city: wilt thou allo deſtroy and not ſpare the place 
for the fifty righteous that are therein? 

That be far from thee to do after this manner, to 
ſlay the righteous with the wicked: and that the 
righteous ſhall be as the wicked, that be far from 
thee: ſhall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 

And the Lord ſaid, If I find in Sodom fifty righ- 
teous within the city, then I will fpare all the place 

for their ſakes, 

And Abraham anſwered and ſaid, Pehold now, 1 
have taken upon me to ſpeak unto the Lorp, which 
am but duſt and aſhes, 

Peradventure there ſhall lack five of the fifty righ- 
teous: wilt thou deſtroy all the city for lack of five? 
And he ſaid, It I find there forty and five, I will not 
deſtroy it, 

And he ſpake unto him yet again, and ſaid, Perad- 


venture there ſhall be forty found there? And he ſaid, 


I will not do it for forty's fake. 

And he ſaid unto him, O let not the Lord be an- 
gry, and 1 will ſpeak, Peradventure there ſhall be 
thirty found there? And he ſaid, I will not do it if I 
find thirty there. 

And he ſaid, behold now! have taken upon me to 


ſpeak unto the LoR D, peradventure there ſhall be 


twenty found there? And he ſaid, I will not Acne it 

for twenty's ſake. 
And he ſaid, O let not the Lonp be angry, and I 
wall ſpeak yet but this once; Peradventure there ſhall 
F 3 be 
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be ten found there? And he ſaid, I will not deſtro; 
it for ten's ſake. 

And the Lokp went his way as ſoon as he had 
left communing with Abraham, and Abraham re- 
turned unto his place. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Ilaving condeſcended to accept of Abraham's hoſpitality *, 
the Lony from henceforth regarded him as His Friend. lle 
new him to be one wo had a fincere love for Him, who 
w 35 realy to obey his commands in all things, and who woul 

erlucate his children, and inſtruct his dependants, in the Ge 


pious principles; therefore being about to bring ſuch a de- 


truction upon two neighbouring kingdoms, as might ſtrike 


Abrsham's mind with conſternation and fear, for the ſafety 
of himſelf and family, and occaſion him to flee from the 
peichbourbood, and perhaps ſtagger his faith ſo far as it re- 
jated to His infinite mercy; the LorD reſolved to make him 
acquainted with the determination of his juſtice in reſpect to 
Sodom, 
The angelic beings, who accompanied. the Logn,. were 
miſſed for a purpoſe which will be related in the next ſection. 
t may be obſerved, that the ſcourge of war had been ſent 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah without producing any amend - 
ment. And it is alſo to be remarked, that the Lorp does 
not appoint deputies under him, and truſt to their repre- 
{entations concerning what is done in the world, but exa- 
mines himſelf into the conduct of human beings, as may be 


known from this inſtance, as well as from the Fall, the Flood, 


and the confuſion of languages. 


* See Section 20. 
+ 2 Chron, ch. xx. 7. Iſaiah xli. 8. James ii. 23. 
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to deſtroy Sodom and Gomorrah, he availed himſelf of the 
Divine Favour that was ſhewed to him, and eroded ur 
theſe devoted cities, From the gracious manner in which 
his interceſhon was received, it is evident that his bencvo— 
lence was well pleaſing to the Lob, and would have been 


effectual, had not the meaſure of their iniquity been full. 


To what a pitch of wickedneſs mult their inhabitants have ar- 
rived, it it did not furniſh even ten rig/teous perſons: that is 
to ſay, ten who believed in the true, GopD, obeyed his will to 
the beit of their knowledge, and thewed jultice and mercy to 
their fellow creatures! 

It appeared to Abraham (who had, as we may ſuppoſe, no 
time to conſider the ſubject) inconſiſtent with Divine jultice 
that the righteous ſhould ſuffer with the wicked; and ſup- 
poſing that there were no future ſtate of retribution, it cer- 
tainly would be ſo. In the preſent caſe, however, Gop was 
fully juitified in deſtroying all the inhabitants of Sodom, even 
upon Abraham's principle; and as we purſue the 1 we 
ſhal! find His dealings with other wicked nations, equally 
concileable with perjeft mercy, as well as perfect 71110 5 ve 
may therefore be certain, that, in every national viſitation, 
the Judge of all the earth dotth right. If the righteous mull 
from the nature of the viſitation, periſh with the I > 
Gon can, and doubtleſs will, recompenſe them in a future 
ſtate. 

The intimation which Gon youchſafed to give Abraham, 
of his intention to deſtroy Sodom and Gomorrah, was calcu- 
lated allo to anſwer the general purpoſe of informing future 
generations of mankind through him, that ſuch awful cala- 
mities as the deſtruction of whole citles, are not to be 
aſcrived to mere chance, or natural cauſet, (as inſidels term 
it). The ways of the SurREUR BulxnG are wniform, 
founded upon motives of the exacteſt rectitude; therefore, 


what He expreſsly pro/zed to do, when He withl; manifeſted 
F 4 | His 


As ſoon as Abraham under ſtood that the Lon p defigned 
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His Drvine PRESENCE on earth, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe 
Him to do now, ſecretly and inwi/ibly, 

How pleaſing is it to reflect, that the Lorp ſhould make 
his ways known, and honour human kind ſo much as to 
converle with Abraham as one friend does with another! — 
How much more comfortable to be aſſured, that the ſame Di- 
vine Being regards all true Chriſtians in the ſame endearing 


relation! — Thus, ſaith the Divine FRIEND of Abraham to 


us, Ye are my Friends, if ye do whatever I command 5o¹. 
Hencefarth I call you not Servants, but Friends. — Theſe things 
I command you, that ye lowe one anather. 

As Abraham therefore embraced the advantage which the 
fivour of Gop afforded him, to intercede for Sodom and Go- 
morrah, let us in like manner pray for all nations, particu- 
larly for our own, beſeeching Gop, of His infinite goodneſs, 
to avert His impending judgments, if it is conſiſtent with His 
jultice ſo to do. — And ſince we are encouraged from His 
diſcourſe with Abraham, and from other paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, to think, that He ſometimes ſpareth a city for the ſake 
of the righteoas that are in it; let us endeavour to encreaſe 
the number of theſe, by a careful regard to our own faith 
and practice, and the diligent inſtruction of our children and 
families, that we may obtain the f7z2ead/aip of the LORD Gop. 
And if, after all our ſupplications, we ſee his judgments i in the 
world; nay, even if we ſuffer by them ourlelves, let us ac- 
quieſce in Abraham's ſentiment, that the Judge of all the earth 
deth right, on which we may build a confident hope, that 
what is a puniſhment to the ICKe9; will ultimately wy a 


dleſſing to the righteous. 


It is plain from the expreſſion the LoRD went his way after 


te had done talking with Abraham, that this was no viſionary 


ſcene, but a real tranſaction. 
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. XXII. 


TRE DESTRUCTION OF Sopo u AND 
GOMORR AI. 


ND there came two Angels to Sodom at even; 

and Lot ſat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot 
ſeeing them, roſe up to meet them; and he bowed 
himſelf with his face toward the ground; and he 
faid, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, 


unto your ſervant's houſe, and tarry all night, and 


waſh your feet, and ye ſhall riſe up early, and go on 
your ways. | 

And they faid, Nay, but we will abide in the ſtreet 
all night. And he preſſed upon them greatly ; and 
they turned in unto him, and entered into his houſe : 


and he made them a feaſt, and did bake unleavened 


bread, and they did eat. 

But before they lay down, the men of Sodom 
compaſſed the houſe round, both old and young, all 
the people from every quarter. And they called 
unto Lot, and ſaid unto him, Where at re thoſe men 


which came in to thee this night? bring them out 
_ unto us. 


And Lot went out at the door unto them, and 


ſhut the door after him, and faid, I pray you, bre- 


thren, do not ſo wickedly. 
And they faid, Stand back. And they ſaid again, 
This one fellow came in to ſojourn, and he will 
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needs be a judge: Now will we deal worſe with thee 
than with them. And they preſſed ſore upon the 
man, even upon Lot, and came near to break the 
door. 

But the Angels put forth their hand, and pulled 
Lot into the houſe to them, and ſhut the door. And 
they ſmote the men that were at the door of the 
houſe with blindneſs, both ſmall and great: ſo that 
they wearied themſelves to find the door. 

And the Angels faid unto Lot, Haſt thou here any 

beſides? Sons in law, and thy ſons, and thy daugh- 
ters, and whatſoever thou haſt in the city, bring 
them out of this place: for we will deſtroy this 
place, becauſe the cry of them is waxen great before 
the face of the LoR D: and the Loxp. hath ſent us 
to deſtroy it. 

And Lot went out, and ſpake unto his ſons in law, 
which married his daughters, and faid, Up, get ye 
out of this place; for the Loxp will deſtroy this 
city: but he ſeemed as. one that mockcd, unto his 


ſons in law 


And RR, the morning aroſe, then the Angels 
haſtened Lot, ſting; Arile, take thy wife, and thy 


_ 


two dauzhters MID are here, leſt thou be conſumed 


in the 1 8 8 ty of the city. 

And while he lingered, the Angels laid hold upon 
his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon 
the hand of his two daughters; the Lorp being 
merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, 

nd ſet him without the city. And 
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And it came to paſs, that when they had brought 
them forth abroad, that IIE faid, Eſcape for thy 
life; look not behind thee, neither fiay thou m all 
the plain: eſcape to the mountain, left thou be con- 
ſumed. 

And Lot faid unto him, Oh! not fo my Lorn. 
Behold now, thy fervant hath found = ze in thy 
ſight, _ and thou haſt magrutied thy mercy, which 
thou haſt ſhewed unto me in ſaving my life: and J 
cannot eſcape to the mountain, leſt ſome evil take 
me and 1 die. | 

Behold now, this city is near to fice wnto, and it 
is a little one: Oh let me eſcape thither, is it not a 
little one? and my foul ſhall live, 

And He ſaid unto. him, ſee I have ac 
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concerning this thing alſo, that I Will not e 


@ 
8 
this city, for the which thou hat ſpoken. Haſte 
thee, eſcape thither, for I cannot do an 
thou be come thither. Therefore the name = the 
city was called Zoar. The ſun was riſen upon the 
earth when Lot entered into Zoar. 
Then the Loxp rained upon Sodom and Gomor- 
rah brimſtone and fire from the Lonp out of hea- 
ven: and he overthrew thoſe cities, and all the plain, 


and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which 


grew upon the ground. 1 


But Lot's wife looked back from behind him; and 


ſhe became a pillar of ſalt. 


And Abraham gat up early in the-morning, to the 
place where he ſtood before the Log p. ind he 
F 6 | oke 
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looked. toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward 
all the land of the plain, and behold, and lo the 


{moke of the country went up as the ſmoke of a 
furnace. 


And it came to paſs, when (op deſtroyed the ci- 
ties of the plain, that Gop remembered Abraham, 
and ſent Lot out of the midit of the overthrow, 


when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot 
dwelt. 


And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the 
mountain, and .his two daughters with him, for he 


feared to dwell in Zoar, and he dwelt in a cave, he 
and his two daughters. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 


From comparing this ſection with the foregoing one, we 
may know, that the Angels who came to Lot were the ſame 
who had accompanied the Lo to Abraham's tent. 

Of the nature and office of Angels, we can form no per- 
fet conception; for they are inviſible to us at preſent ; our 
ideas of them muſt be collected from the Scriptures, which 
acquaint us, that, in compariſon of the Loxp Gop, they 
are imperfe&t beings “; that they are appointed as guar- 
dians to good men ; that they conduct departed ſouls to 
paradiſe ; that they defire the welfare of mankind 8; and 


will, at the laſt day, be employed in ſeparating the wicked 


from the good. We are allo taught, that Angels are not 
do be worſhipped ||. 


* Job. iv. 18. Matt. xxiv. 36. Heb. i. 4, 18. 
+ PC. lei. 11. Matt. xviii. 10. Heb. i. 14. 
? Luke xvi. 22. $ Luke il, 14. XV. 10. 
|| Rev, xix, 10. xxii. 8, 9. 
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Lot, as well as Abraham, ſuppoſed, from the form in 
which the Angels appeared, that they were men; and 
he was equally ready to ſhew courteſy to them, which they 
(purpoſely, as we may ſuppoſe) gave him an opportu- 
nity of doing, that the goodneſs of Gop might be vin- 
dicated, in ſaving a man, who utterly diſclaimed the crimes, 
which brought Divine judgments on the natives of the 
place “/. | 

So great was the licentiouſnels of the inhabitants of Sodom, 
and its environs, that the weary traveller could not be in- 
vited to take refreſhment in a private houſe, without ſub- 
jecting him to the inſults of a rude rabble. All that Lot 
could do towards protecting the ſtrangers that came in to 
lodge with him, was, to expoſe himſelf and family to the 
outrages of his wicked neighbours, which he did without 
hefitation, His heavenly gueſts, who were ſent to ſave 
them, delivered him out of their hands, and puniſhed their 
impious adverſaries as their crimes deſerved, 

Sodom, and the cities and country connected with it, 
were notorious for many fins. The prophet Ezekiel in- 
forms us +, that their iniquity conſiſted in pride, luxury, 
idleneſs, and want of charity to the poor, That the inha- 
bitants were haughty, and abominable for the moſt deteſta- 
ble vices, and there was no good practiced by them. 


It ſeems, that Lot did not make ſuch expedition to depart, 


as the exigency of the caſe required. Perhaps he was ſoli- 


citous to preſerve his goods; but his angelic friends haſ. 


tened him and his family away, and conducted them ſafely 
out of the city: here the commiſſion of the heavenly meſ- 
ſengers ended ; for we find it faid in the next verſe, that 
« when they had brought them forth abroad, He ſaid, ef- 
« cape for thy life, &c.;“ and by Lot's anſwer it is evident, 
that the LoRD manifeſted HimsELF to him, and received 


* 2 Pets ii, 7, 8. + Ezek, xvi. 49, Kc. 
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that prayer, which would have been very improperly addreſ-— 
ſed to the Angels. 

We are got to ſuppoſe, from the expreſſion, ** I cannot 
% do any thing, &c." that Gop's power was limitted. It 
refers to His merciful intention of ſaving Lot and his family, 
on which account alone He ſuſpended the execution of the 
judgment He had reſolved to bring upon the inhabitants of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 

It is mentioned, that e ſun Was riſen upon the earth. In 
all probability, this bright luminary ſhone with its uſual 
luſtre, and gilded the mountains and plains with its chear- 
ful rays, while the luxurious and careleſs inhabitants of So— 
dom and Gomorrah either repoſed on their ſoſt beds, or 
purſued with ardor their worldy affairs, without paying 
their early adorations to the Gop who made them. — Ia a 
moment, the firmament melted with fervent heat, and a 
ſhower of fire and brimſtone poured down on their devoted 
heads, burning up and deſtroying whatever grew on the 
ſurface of the ground, and rendering the earth, from that 


time forth, unfit for culture or habitation * - From this 


inſtance we learn, that the element of fire, as well as that of 
water, is entirely under the government of Divine Provi- 
gence, and may be rendered either an ineſtimable bleſſing, 
or a moſt diſtreſſing evil. 1 5 

The fin of Lot's wife was, as the Scripture informs us, 
Trfidelity +. Probably ſhe did not believe that what had 
been revealed to her would come to paſs. The judgment 
inflicted upon her was a moſt exemplary one, and remained 


for many ages a monument of an unbelieving ſoul. Joſephus, 


a learned Jewiſh hiſtorian, ſays, that the Pillar of Salt was 
to be ſzen in bis days. Interpreters tells us, that it did not 
conſiſt of common ſalt, but of a metallic ſubſtance, ſuch as 


Deut. xxix. 23. Iſa. xiii. 19. Jer: J. 40. 
+ Wiſd. X. 7 
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was hew out of rocks, like marbic, with which it was uſual 
to build houtes *. 

When Abraham, with anxious ſolicitude, repaired early 
in the morning to the place where he had the preceding day 
{tood before the LoRD, how greatly muſt his humane heart 
have been affected with the awful ſight which he beheld! 
Yet he arraigned not the juſtice of the LoR D. He now un- 
derſtood, that nations are but as drops in the bucket, when 
He cometh to take vengeance on the wicked. 

The circumſtances of the calamity not reaching Abra- 
ham, and of Lot's deliverance, are particularly. pointed out 
by the Sacred Hiſtorian, and ſtrongly intimate, that the whole 
tranſaction was directed by an over-ruling Providence. 

Much practical inſtruction may be collected from the ſec- 
tion before us. | 

In the firtt place we learn from it, and the paſſages of 
Scripture referred to, to he thankful to Gor for making 
known to us the miniſtry of Angels; and we may look forward 
with an increaſe of pleaſure to a Rate, where, inſtead of be- 
ing received with jealouſy and envy, as 1nnovating ſtrangers, 
we ſhall find a fet of benevolent friends, who have been ac- 
cuſtomed to intereft themſelves in the welfare of mankind, 
and who will rezoice in our exaitation to as great a ſhare of 
bleſſedneſs as they themſelves enjoy. 

We are alſo here taught another leſſon of good-nature and 
hoſpitality. | 

We have likewiſe an additional inſtance of the interpoſi- 
tion of Divine Providence, which ſhews, that the Lond, 
though He employs Angels as Hts miniſters, does not aban— 
don the human race to the government of imperfe& beings ; 
but is himſelf the SUPREME DISPOSER of all events. 
From the command given to Lot to eſcape, we are admo- 
niſhed, that it is better to leave our worldly poſſeſſions be- 


See Eſſay for a new Tcanſation of the Bible, 
8 x kind, 
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hind, than to ſtay and periſh with the wicked, - We alſo 
learn, that we ought not to lead careleſs hves, from a de- 
pendance that nature will purſue a regular courſe of cauſes 
and effects. What is nature but the work of Gop? He 
therefore can inſtantly change the courſes of the different 
elements, and ſend them as puniſhments on a guilty land, 
whenever he ſees fit, 

Since the Holy Scriptures point out ſo particularly the 
crimes for which Sodom and Gomorrah were condemned to 
deſtruction, we ſhould make it our ſtudy to avoid them 

Our LoRD has admoniſhed us to Remember Lot's qauife* ; 
we ſhould, therefore, of all things, avoid Infdelity; for if 
we are in no danger of being turned into pillars of ſalt, as 


- warnings to mankind, a more dreadful fate awaits us—that 


of being ſalted with fire F,—— Let us then imitate the faith 
and obedience of Lot, whoſe hiſtory, we are told, is written 
for our admonition t; and, in ſo doing, let us repoſe our 
ſouls on the mercy and goodne(s of Gop, who will give His 
holy Angels charge to keep us in all our ways. 


* Luke avi; 32. + Mark ix. 49» I 2 Pet, 11. 6. Jude 7. 
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Tre HISTORY OF ABRAHAM CONTINUED, THE 
BIRTH OF ISAAC, 


ND the Logp viſited Sarah as he had ſaid; 
for Sarah bare Abraham a ſon in his old age, at 

the ſet time Gop had ſpoken to him. 
And Abraham called the name of his ſon that was 


born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Iſaac. 


And 
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And Abraham circumciſed his ſon Iſaac, being eight 
days old, as Gop had commanded him. 

And Abraham was an hundred years old, when 
his ſon Iſaac was born unto him. And Sarah ſaid, 
Gop hath made me to rejoice, fo that all that hear 
will rejoice with me. 

And ſhe ſaid, Who would have ſaid unto Abraham, 
that Sarah ſhould have given children ſuck? for I 
have borne him a ſon in his old age. 

And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abra- 
ham made a great feaſt the ſame day that Iſaac was 
weaned, And Sarah faw the ſon of Hagar the Egyp- 


tian, which ſhe had borne unto Abraham, mocking. . 


Wherefore ſhe ſaid unto Abraham, caſt out this 
bond-woman, and her fon: for the ſon of this bond- 
woman ſhall not be heir with my ſon, even with Iſaac. 
And the thing was very grievous in Abraham” s ſight, 
becauſe of his fon. 

And Gop faid unto Ae Let it not be griev- 
ous in thy ſight, becauſe of the lad, and becauſe of 
thy bond-woman in all that Sarah hath ſaid unto thee, 
hearken unto her voice: for in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be 
called. And alto of the ſon of the bond-woman will 
I make a nation, becauſe he is thy ſeed, 


And Abraham roſe up early in the morning, and 
took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto _ 


Hagar (putting it on her ſhoulder) and the child, 


and ſent her away: and ſhe departed, and wandered 


in the wilderneſs of Beer-ſheba. 
And 
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And the water was ſpent in the bottle, and ſhe caſt 
the child under one of the ſhrubs. And ſhe went, 
and fat her down over againſt him, a good way off, as 


it werea bow-ſhot: for ſhe ſaid, Let me not ſee the . 

death of the child. And ſhe ſat over againſt him, and 7 

lift up her voice, and wept. 5 

And Gop heard the voice of the lad: and the an- # 

gel of Gop called to Hagar out of heaven, and faid £ 

unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for a 

Gor hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. i 

4 Ariſe, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand: F 


for I will make him a great nation. 

And Gop opened her eyes, and ſhe ſaw a well of 
water; and ſhe went, and filled the bottle with water, * 
and gave the lad to drink. [7 

And Gop was with the lad; and he grew, and : 
dwelt in the wilderneſs, and became an archer. . And 
he dwelt in the wilderneſs of Paran: and his mother 
took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. 


a - 
— 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


. At length after many years of expectation, Abraham and 
ih Sarah were bleſſed in the birth of that fon, who was deſigned 
by Gop, to be heir of the promiſes, reſpecting both the land 
of Canaan, and the Everlaſting Covenant; and we are in- 
; formed, that this joyful event happened at the exact time 
| which the Lord had foretold; and that Abraham, in obedi- | | {4 


* ence to the Divine command, named the child Iſaac. The 
5 great age of the Patriarch, and his wife, rendered his birth q 
* marvellous. 3 
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It appears that Sarah did not conſign her ſon to the care cf 
an hireling, but was a nurſe to him berſelf. 

Sarah's ſeverity in reſpect to Iſhmael, appears very illi- 
beral; but we have reaſon to think Iſhmael behaved in a very 
provoking manner; and that his mother encouraged him to 
do ſo; in all probability, envy and jealouſy poſſeſſed their 
minds. — Thus circumſtanced, had the parties continued to 
lire under the ſame roof, family harmony could not have ſub- 
ſiſted; the Lord, therefore, in mercy to ten all, permitted 
the diſmiſſion of thoſe who pretended to be rivals to Sarah, 
and her fon; 

If Ihmael had continued to live in Canaan, he would, in 
A probability, after Abraham's death, have conteſted the 
inheritance with Iſaac; ard, by this means, would have loſt 
the chance of becoming a great nation in another country; 
and we cannot ſuppoſe, that Gon would have ſuffered him 
to ohtain the inheritance which he deſigned for Iſaac. 

We may eafily conceive, that Abraham's diſtreſs was very 
great; and, had not the Lorp commanded him to yield to 
Sarah, there is reaſon to think he would have made an ear- 
neſt oppoſition to her requeſt, which would have given riſe 
to domeſtic bickerings, ſubverſive of peace and good order; 
neither could he have had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing Iſhmael, 
in the way of becoming a mighty nation. The good Pa- 
triarch confidered himſelf as called upon to give a freſh in- 


dance of his faith in the Divine promiſes; and, therefore, 
without heſitation, diſmiſſed a ſon, tenderly beloved, and a 
woman who had an undoubted right to his kindneſs, 

It is ſaid, that Abraham ſent Hagar and Iſhmael away with 
no other provition than a little bread and a bottle of water. 


He knew that the prewidence of Gop. was infinitely better 


than the moſt ample portion he could beſtow, and did not 
preſume to invade the province, which the Lonp had gra- 
ciouſly taken upon Himſelf, 
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It ſeems as if Hagar had forgotten the promiſe which had 
been made to her before the birth of her ſon, or that would 
have kept her mind from deſpondency. 

Iſhmael, though famiſhing with thirſt, nd the 
leſſons of piety he had learned from his father, and called 
upon the Lord, who never faileth to help thoſe who apply 
to Him in the time of their diſtreſs, 

Hagar was gently admoniſhed to have confidence in Gop; 
and, as a reward for her maternal tenderneſs, was made in- 
ſtrumental to her ſon's recovery. 

Who the ANGEL OF THE LORD was, has been explained 
in a former ſection“. ; 

We find that in a ſhort time Iſhmael (who, when he left 
his father's houſe, was 16 or 17 years old) made ſo good uſe 
of his bow and arrows, that, under the providence of Gon, 
he gained a comfortable ſupport for himſelf and mother, — 
Game was at that time very plentiful; and it is likely, that, 
being ſo expert an archer, Iſhmael was able to ſhoot a ſuffi- 
cient quantity to exchange with his neighbours, for other ne- 
ceſſaries. It is ſuppoſed that he made himſelf lord of the 
place where he fixed his abode; and that he was in no kind 
of neceſſity, or he would not have married, becauſe the main. 
taining a wife would only have encreaſed his diſtreſs, if he 


met with difficulties in providing for himſelf alone. 
From this ſection, we learn to confide in the promiſes of 
Gor. Many there are recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 


in which we all have an intereſt; and we may depend upon 
it, the expectations they are deſigned to raiſe, will not be 
diſappointed, if, like Abraham and Sarah, we fulfil the con- 
ditions required on our part, which are W in Jn 
and obedience. | 


No part of Scripture is written in vain; we may therefore 


- juſtly infer, from the mention of Sarah's being a nurſe to 


lle, that this endearin g office is a part of the maternal duty. 
See Section 18. 
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The misfortune that befel Iſhmael ſhould be a leſſon to yourg 
people, not to give way to impertinence, eſpecially towards 
choſe on whom they depend for maintenance and ſupport. 
Abraham's acquieſcence with the Divine will, inſtructs pa- 
rents to ſubmit to the diſpenſations of providence, in caſes 
where there is a neceſſity for ſending their children to ſeek 
their fortune in the world. — Many perſons, like Iſh- 
mael, (though from different cauſes) are obliged to ſhift 
with a very ſmall portion; and it is often aſtoniſhing to ſee 
their ſucceſs in life; but as miraculous interpoſition is not 
now to be expected, parents ſhould do their utmoſt towards 
providing for all their offspring, and then truſt them to the 
protection of Heaven; but above all, it ſhould be their care 


to ſeaſon the minds of children with early piety, that in the 
day of diſtreſs, when they may chance to be expoſed to pe- 
rils, by land or by ſea, and far diſtant from their native home, 


they may implore for themſelves, the aid of the LoRp, and, 
like Iſhmael, be heard. 

Mothers are admoniſhed, by this portion of Scripture, not 
to fall into deſpondency, as ſoon as they ſee a child in danger, 
as relief is often nearer at hand than they are apt to imagine; 


and mankind in general may underſtand from it, that what 
appear to be ruinous misfortunes, may in the end prove the 


foundations of proſperity and happineſs, 


F 
ABRAHAM OFFERETH HIS SON ISAAC. 


ND it came to paſs after theſe things, that 

Gop did tempt Abraham, and faid unto him, 
Abraham, and he faid, behold here I am. 

And He ſaid, Take now thy ſon, thine only ſon 


. Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and get thee into the land 


of 


1 
2 
18 
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of Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt offering 

upon one of the mountains which I wilt tell thee of. 
And Abraham role up carly in the morning, and 

ſaddled his aſs, and took two of his young men with 

him, and Ifaac his fon; and clave the wood for the 


burnt-offering, and roſe up, and went unto the place 


of which Gop had told him. 

Then on the third day Abraham lift up his eyes, 
and faw the place atar off. And Abraham ſaid unto 
his young men, Abide you here with the aſs, and ] 
and the lad will go yonder and worſhip, and come 
again to you. 

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offer- 
ing, and laid it upon Ifaac his fon ; and he took the 
fire in his hand, and a knife: and they went both 
of them together. 

And Iſaac ſpake unto Abraham his father, and 
laid, My father: and he ſaid, Here am I my fon. 


And he ſaid, Behold the fire and the wood; but 


where is the lamb for a burnt-offering ? 


And Abraham faid, My fon, Gop will provide 


himſelf a lamb for a burnt-offering : ſo they went 
both of them together. T 


And they came to the place which Gop had told 


him of: and Abraham built an altar there, and laid 


the wood in order; and bound Iſaac his fon, and 


laid him on the altar upon the wood. 
And Abraham ſtretched forth his hand, and took 
the knife to ſlay his fon, And the Angel of the 
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LorD called unto him out of heaven, and faid, 
Abraham, Abraham: and he ſaid, Here am J. 

And he ſaid, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, nei- 
ther do thou any thing unto him, for now I know 
that thou feareſt Gop, ſeeing thou haſt not with- 
held thy ſon, thine only fon from me. 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and 
behold, behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his 
horns : and Abraham went and took the ram, and 


Abraham offered him up for a burnt offering, in the 


ſtead of his ſon. - 

And Abraham called the name of that place 
Tſehovah-ireth: as it is ſaid to this day, In the mount 
of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen. 

And the Angel of the Loxp called unto Abraham 
out of heaven the ſecond time, and ſaid, By myſeit 
have I ſworn, ſaith the LorD, for becauſe thou haſt 
done this thing, and haſt not with-held thy fon, 
thine only ſon : 

That in bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and in multiply- 
ing I will multiply thy feed as the ſtars of the heaven, 
and as the ſand which 1s upon the ſea- ſhore; ; and thy 
ſeed ſhall poſſeſs the gate of his enemies ; and in thy 
ſecd ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed; be- 
cauſe thou haſt obeyed my voice. 

So Abraham returned unto his young men, and 
they roſe up and went together to Beer-heba; and 
Abraham dwelt at Beer-ſheba, | 


ANNOTATIONS 
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120 OFFERING UP OF ISAAC, 


ANNOTATIONS A8 D REFLECTIONS, 


It is ſaid, that © Gop did temp! Abraham,” by which 
we are to underſtand no more than that He zried him ; for 
it appears from the ſequel, that the Loxp had no deſign 


of leading him into fin. Gop cannot be tempted to do evil, 


neither doth at any time tempt men, in this ſenſe of the 
word *,. | 

The mountain, on which Abraham was ordered to offer 
his ſon Ifaac, was certainly the ſame on which the Temple 
of Solomon was afterwards built, and on part of which 
CuRisT ſuffered. | | 

A greater trial could not have been propoſed for any hu- 
man being, than to deſire an affectionate father to ſacrifice, 


as beaſts were facrificed, a ſon, in whom the hopes of 


his family's becoming a great nation were centered; yet 
we find Abraham, with the utmoſt compoſure, making 
every requiſite preparation for this purpoſe. 

The good patriarch had ſo long been accuſtomed to truſt 
in Gop, that faith in the Divine promiſes was become a ſet- 
tled habit, a fixed principle in his nature. The repeated 
aſſurances, which the LoRpD had given him, that in I/aac 
his ſeed ſhould be called, left him no room to fear that he 
ſhould eventually be deprived of him. It is impoſſible to 
tell what paſſed in Abraham's mind while he purſued. his 


Journey; but there 1s reaſon to think, from what he ſaid to 


his young men, and from his anſwer to Iſaac, that Faith 


produced Hope, and that he regarded God's command as a 


trial, not as a temptation. 


When arrived at the place to which he was directed to go, 
| he ſaw no lamb provided, as he ſeems. to have expetted.— 


The command of the Lok was expreſs, — Tale now thy 
fon, thine enly ſen Iſaac, whom thou loweſt, and offer him jor a 


* Jam, i. 13, 14. 
| | | burnt 
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burnt ſacrifice. A painful conflict, no doubt, aroſe in Abra- 
ham's boſom. There were a thouſand conſiderations to de- 
ter him from killing his fon, How could be hear to part 
with his darling child? What would his poor afflicted mo- 
ther ſay? In what light would the world regard this in- 
human action? And what would become of the hopes of 
a numerous ſeed, if the branch that was to produce them 
ſhould be cut off by his own unnatural hand ? In oppoſi- 
tion to theſe weighty reaſons, the promiſes of God pre- 
ſented themſelves to his mind, with a thankful remembrance 
of the numberleſs bleſſings that had been cenferred on him. 
— Could he: difobey ſuch a gracious Being? Gratitude for- 
hade this. — Did he not know, that the power of Gop was 
infinite? Could he then dare to offend Him? He had ar 
firlt received Iſaac as a gift from Gon, ont of the common 
courſe of nature? Who could tell, bat that the Lokp 
might deſign to ſhew forth his power, by raifing his ſon 
from the dead? At all events, it was his indiſpenſible duty 
to obey; for, beſides the natural claim which the CREATOR 


nas to the obedience of his creatures, Abraham had entered 


into a ſolemn covenant to ſerve the Lob with a perſe#t 
keart; he therefore determined to fultil the Divine will, 
truiting to the infinite mercy of Gop to ſave him from the 
miſeries that threatened him. Animated by piety, and ſup— 


ported by the hope, that his ſon, who was now devoted to 


Gon, would be given to him again, even from the dead“, 
he forbore to expoſtulate, or to entreat the LORD fo alter 
his Divine purpoſes, but took the knife in his hand, and 
give the fatal ſtroke. This was re- 


carded by GoDp as an evident proof that lis faith was an 


lifted up his arm to 


ative principle; not reſting in the inward belief of his own 
mind, but ready to ſhew itſelf to the world in ſach arr; as 
were neceſſary to prove his fear of Gop, and reliance on thoſe 
* Heb. xi. 17, 18, 19. 
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Divine promiſes, which. had been vouchſafed to bim. — The 
purpoſe was now fully anſwered, for which the Divine com- 
mand had been given; and the Lorp ſhewed, that he was 
far from wiſhing for the death of Iſaac, by deſiring Abra- 
ham not to do any thing unto him. 

What a tranſport of joy mult this good man fee], when he 
heard the Angel of the Lord calling to him, and ſaw a ram 
(agreeably to the ewes, and perhaps the prayers, of his 
heart) ready to ſupply on the altar the place of his dear fon ! 
And how mult his joy have been redoubled, when the in- 
wiible Gop, in an audible voice, ſpeaking by His Angel 
or Image, confirmed in heaven, with an oath, the promiſes 
He bad before made on earth, that they might endure when 
this periſhing world ſhould be no more. We cannot ſup- 
pole, that the Ange! of the Lord, who called to Abraham, 
1 was a created being ; for why ſhould Gon, who had repeat- 
| edly converſed with Abraham in His own Divine Perſon, 
on this occaſion alone, employ a minifterirg ſpirit ?— To pre- 
vent his thinking ſo, Abraham was aſſured, that He, who 
now ſpake, was the ſame Gop who had commanded him to 
offer up his ſon ;—the fame Lory he had been accuſtomed 
to hold converſe with: - {till manifeſting the Deity to his 
outward ſenſes, though with more ſolemnity than He had | 
i ever done before. | $ 


1 The Apoſtle to the Hebrews confirms the opinion, that 
e it was the SUPREME BEING who took this 22 for he 
. ſays, becauſe Gon could ſavear by no greater, He ſebare by | 
j 1 | Hunjilf, Willing mare abundantly 16 ſhew to the heirs of pro- 3 
11 miſe the immutabilily of his counſel, He confirmed it by an oath : 
| Ni. that, by tab immutable things, (viz. His PROMISE and His 
13048 OATH) thoſe a fled for refuge to the oy ſet before them, 
1 might have a fliravg conſolation . | 

| It is to be obſerved, that Gon pledged Himſelf by this 
| oath to make good His promiſes, not only to Abraham and 
0 ij | Heb, vi. 17, 18. 


3 
Wy * 
„ ö his 
1 17 . 8 4 
"36 ü 3 


* 
— * 


2 — 
— 2222525 — — * 
— .* as a * 


OFFERING UF. OF:-IS A:AC; 


his own immediate poſterity, but % all the nations of the 
earth. 

It has been a queſtion in diſpute, whether Iſaac was con- 
ſenting to the offering which his father made. Moſt likely 
he was; for, according to his age, which is ſuppoſed to 
have been at leaſt 24 or 25 years, he muſt have been more 
powerful and active than ſo old a man as Abraham, and 
could eaſily have wreſted the ſacrificial knife from his hand, 
or prevented his binding him by fleeing away; and it ap- 
pears, that there was as good an underſtanding betwixt him 
and his father afterwards, as before. 


a4 a 
123 


From the example of Abraham we learn, that ½˙²αũe. is not 
complete without works of obedience ; and that it is our duty 


to ſubmit, without murmurring, to all the Jifpenſations of 


Gop. None of us will be called to fo ſevere atria] as Abra- 
ham was : --we ſhall not be required to offer up our ſons as 
burnt-offerings; but Goo may lee at to take our children 
to himſelf, and deprive us of them. In this caſe let us call 


to mind the Dine propmies, which teach Chrikians: 
1 , | | 


* . 
0 Inc * 


forward with joyful expectation to a refurrection from the 


— 


dead, when all who, like Abraham, have believed and cberet 
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PAE DEATH AND BURIAL OF SARAH; 


ND Sarah was -an hundred and feven and 
twenty ycars old: theſe were the years of the 

life of Sarah. And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba ; 
the fame is Hebron in the land of Canaan: and 
| G 2 Abraham 
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Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep 

tor her. | 
And Abraham ſtood up from before his dead, and 

ſpake unto the fons of Heth, ſaying, I am a ſtranger 


and a ſojourner with you: give me a poſſeſſion of a 


burying place with you, that I may bury my dead 
out of my fight. 

And the children of Heth anſwered Abraham, 
laying unto them, Hear us, my lord; thou art a 
mighty prince amongſt us; in the choice of our ſe— 
pulchres bury thy dead: none of us ſhall with-hold 
from thee his 1 but that thou mayeſt bury 
thy dead. 

And Abraham ood up, and bowed himſelf to 
the people of the land, even to the children of 
Heth. 

And he communed with them, faying, If it be 
your mind that I ſhould bury my dead out of my 
fight, hear me, and entreat for me to Ephron the 
fon of Zoar: that he may give me the cave of 
Machpelah, which he hath, which is in the end of 
his field; for as much money as it is worth he ſhall 
give it me, for a poſſeſſion of a burying-place a- 
mongſt you. 

And Ephron dwelled among the children of Heth. 
And Ephron the Hittite anſwered Abraham in the 
audience of the children of Heth, even of all that 
went in at the gates of his city, ſay ing, Nay, my lord, 
hear me: the held eive 1 thee, 206 the cave that is 

therein, 
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therein, I give it thee ; in the preſence of the ſons of 
my people give I it thee: bury thy dead, 

And Abraham bowed down himſelf before the 
people of the land. And he ſpake unto Ephron in 
the audience of the people of the land, faying, But: 
if thou wilt give it, I pray thee hear me: I will give 
thee money for the field; take it of me, and I will 
bury my dead there. 

And Ephron anſwered Abraham, ſaying unto 
him, My lord, hearken unto me: the land is worth 
four hundred ſhekels of ſilver; what is that betwixt 
me and thee ? - bury therefore thy dead. 

And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron, and 
Abraham weighed Ephron the filver, which he had 
named in the audience of the ſons of Heth, four 
hundred ſhekels of filver, current money with the 
merchant. 

And the field of Ephron, which was in Mach C- 
lah, which was before Mamre, the field and the cave 
which was therein, and all the trees that were in 
the field, that were in all the borders round about, 
were made {ure unto Abraham for a poſſeſſion in the 
preſence of the children of Heth, before all that 
went in at the gates of his city. 

And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his v. ife in 
the cave of the field of Machpelah, before Mamre: 

the ſame is Hebron in the land of Canaan. 

And the field and the cave that is therein were 
made ſure unto Abraham, for a poſſeſſion of a bury - 
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126 DEATH OF SARAH, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


We find from this ſection, that Abraham underſtood the 
promiſes which Gop had made him of the whole land of Ca- 
naan, 2s relating to a diltant period of time; and therefore 


did not attempt to ſeize on any part that was in the poſlel- 


ſion of others, but was contented with the liberty he enjoyed 
of living quietly as a „ranger and ſejourner, changing his 
abode occaſionally, as the exigencies of his affairs required. 
On the other hand, the people of the land regarded him as 
a perſon of diſtinction and conſequence, particularly fſa- 
voured by the Gop of heaven and earth “. 

The gates of cities in thoſe days, and. for many ages af- 
ter, were the places of judicature and public reſort, Here 


the governors and elders of cities went to hear complaints, 


and adminiſter juſtice, make conveyances and titles of 

eſtates, &c. So that Abraham could not have made his 

purchaſe, without going to the city gates. | 
The filver which Abraham paid for the purchaſe of the 


field and the cave, amounted to about ſixty pounds of our 


money. | 

The hiſtory of this tranſaction between Abraham and the 
people of Heth, affords a pleaſing example of politeneſs and 
hoſpitality, generoſity and juſtice. 

Sarah lived to a good old age, and had the happineſs of 
ſeeing her fon Iſaac grown to man's eſtate ; and it appears, 
that Abraham was ſenſibly affected with her loſs, for it is ſaid 
he came to mourn for her; and it appears, that he was very 
ſolicitous to procure a ſepulchre, that her remains might 
not be removed by the natives of the place. 


* See Gen. Xxi. 22. 
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1— £ HEN again Abraham took a wife, and her 

e ly name was Keturah; and Keturah bare him 

[- | fix ſons, Zimran, and Jokſhan, and Mean, and 

1 F Midian, and Iſhbak, and Shunah. 

7 S And the ſons of Jokſhan were Sheba and Dedan. 

3 And the ſons of Dedan were Aſhurim, and Letuſtum, 

p F and Leummim. And the ſons of Midian, Ephah, 
and Epher, and Hanock, and Abidah, and Eldaah ; 

2 [7 all theſe were the family of Kcturah. 

g X And unto theſe ſons which Abraham had, Abra- 

# 4 ham gave gifts, and ſent them away from Iſaac his 

. ſon, (while he yet lived) caſt-ward, unto the eaſt- 
5 country. | 
5 Now theſe are the generations of Ithmacl, Abra- 
a ham's fon, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's 
handmaid, bare unto Abraham: And theſe are the 

: 4 names of the ſons of iſhmacl, by their names, 2c- 
I cording to their generations.: the firft-born of Ih- 

f 3 mae}, .. Nebajoth ; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and þ 

„ Mibſam, and Miſhma, and Dumah, and Maia, 

I BR Hader, and Tema, Jetur, Naykith, and Kedemiah : 1 

1 theſe are the ſons of Iſhmael, and theſe are their 7 

; | names, by their towns, and by their caftles ; twelve | 
5 princes according to their nations; and they dwelt 5 
5 from Havilah. unto Shur, that is before Egypt, in ö 
4 the way to Aſſyria. q 
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123 MARRIAGE OF ABRAHAM, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Who Keturah was, whom Abraham married, 1s no: 
known; but, without doubt, if ſhe had ever been an ido- 
later, ſhe was not ſo when he took her as his wife. 

It had been predicted by the Lord, that Abraham ſhould 
be the father of many nations, and he lived to ſee the ſons 
and grandſons, from whom they were to proceed, grow 
up; and fo confiderable were his poſſeſſions, that he was 
enavled to give them all portions, without any injury to 
his ſon Jane. They ſettled comfortably in different places, 

| proſpered exceedingly. In time, each 
{.mily became a nation, and their delcendants branched out 
mo other nations: ſo that all the generations could not 
be numbered individually by human art, any more than the 
auſt of the earth, the ſand on the ſea ſhore, or the ſtars in 
the ſiemament “. | 

Iſhmael, in particular, was ſucceſsful to a remarkable de- 
gree; and had, as the Lord promiſed, twelve ſons, who 
became princes, and confederated together, ſo as to form a 
great nation, | | 


This wonderful profperity was doubtleſs conſidered by 
Abraham as the completion of that part of the Temporal Co- 
wenant, which related to himſelf, and was an earneſt of the 
completion of the Everlaſting Covenant. In this ſenſe we 
moulch regard this paſſage of Sacred Hiſtory, and learn from 
it to place a ſtrong confidence in the promiſes of Gopfh, re- 
pecting this corenant, made known to us in His holy word, 

but which fill remain to be fulfilled. | 
The other branches of Shem's family encreaſed alſo, as 
did the polterity of Japhet and Ham. Thoie deſcended 
from Canaan, as we obſerved before, were the idolatrous 
nations, whoſe land was given as an iaheritance to the de- 
ſcendants of Abraham. 


* Cen. xlii. 16. XV. 5. XIII. 17. + Gen. xviil. 19. 
d. 
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THE MARRIAGE Or ISAAC WIT REBEK AH. 


ND Abraham was old, and well ſtricken in 
age: and the Loxp had bleſſed Abraham in 
all things. 

And Abraham ſaid unto his eldeſt ſervant of his 
houſe, that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray 
thee, thy hand under my thigh: 

And I will make thee ſwear hy the Lok, the 
Gop of heaven, and the Gop of the earth, that 
thou ſhalt not take a wife unto my ſon of the daugh- 
ters of the Canaanites, amongſt whom I dwell: 

But thou ſhalt go into my country, and to my 
kindred, and take a wife unto my ſon Iſaac. 

And the ſervant faid unto him, Peradventure the 
woman will not be willing to follow me unto this 
land: muſt I needs bring thy fon again unto the land 
from whence thou cameſt:? 

And Abraham ſaid unto him, Beware thou, that 
thou bring not my ſon thither again, 

The Lorp Gop of heaven, which took me from 
my father's houſe, and from the land of my. kindred, 


and which ſpake unto me, and that ſware unto me, 


ſaying, Unto thy ſeed will I give this land; he ſhall 
ſend his angel before thee, and thou alt: take a wife 
unto my ſon from thence. 
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And if the woman will not be willing to follow 
thee, then thou ſhalt be clear from this my oath: only 
bring not my ſon thither again. And the ſervant 
put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his maſter, 
and ſware to him concerning that matter, 

And the fervant took ten camels, of the camels of 
his maſter, and departed; (for all the goods of his 
maſter were in his hand) and he aroſe and went to 
Meſopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. 

And he made his camels to kneel down without 
the city, by a well of water, at the time of the even- 
ing, even the time that women go out to draw water. 

And he ſaid, O Loxp Gop of my maſter Abra- 
ham, I pray-thee ſend me good ſpeed this day, and 
thew kindneſs unto my maſter Abraham: 

And let it come to paſs, that the damſel to whom 
] ſhall ſay, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that ] 
may drink; and ſhe ſhall ſay, Drink, and I will give 
thy camels drink alſo: let the ſame be the that thou 
haſt appointed for thy ſervant Iſaac; and thereby ſhall 
know, that thou haſt ſhewed kindneſs unto my maſ- 

ter, | | 70 75 5 
And it came to paſs, before he had done ſpeaking, 
that behold Rebekah came out, who was born to Be- 
thucl, fon of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's 


brother, with her pitcher upon her ſhoulder. And 


the damſel was very fair to look upon; and ſhe went 
down to the well and filled her pitcher, and came up. 
And the ſervant ran to meet her, and ſaid, Let me, 


[ pray thee, drink alittle water of thy pitcher. And 
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ſhe ſaid, drink, my lord: and ſhe haſted and let down 
her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. 

And when the had done giving him drink, ſhe ſaid, 
] will draw water for thy camels allo, until they have 
done drinking. 

And ihe haited, and empticd her pitcher into the 
trough, and ran again unto the well to draw water, 
and drew for all his camels. 

And the man wondering at her, held his peace, to 
wit, Whether the LoRD had made his journey proſ- 
perous or not. 

And it came to paſs, as the camels had done drink - 


ing, that the man took a golden ear-ring of half a ſhe- 


kel weight, and two bracelets for her hands, of ten 
thekels weight of gold; and ſaid, Whoſe daughter art 
thou? tell me, I pray thee: is there room in thy fa- 
ther's houte for us to lodge in? 

And ſhe ſaid unto him, I am the daughter of Be- 


thuel, the fon of Milcah, which the bare unto Nahor, 


We have both ſtraw and provender enough, and room 
to lodge in. 

And the man bowed down his head, and di pped 
the Lon p. And he ſaid, Bleſſed be the LORD Gop 
of my maſter Abraham, who hath not left deſtitute 

my maſter of his mercy and his truth: I being in the 


way, the LoRDp led me to the houſe of my m2 ſter's 


brethren. | | 
And the damſel ran, and told them of her mo- 
ther's houſe, thele things. And Rebekah had a bro- 
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ther, and his name was Laban: and Laban ran out 
unto the man, unto the well. 

And it came to paſs when he ſaw the ear- ring and 
bracelets upon his ſiſter's hands, and when he heard 
the words of Rebekah his ſiſter, ſaying, Thus ſpake 
the man unto me; that he came unto the man, and 
behold, he ſtood by the camels at the well. 

And he ſaid, Come in, thou bleſſed of the LoRp; 
wherefore ſtandeſt thou without? for I have prepared 
the houſe, and room for the camels. And the man 
came into the houſe: and Laban ungirded his ca- 
mels, and gave ftraw and provender for the camels, 


and water to waſh his feet, and the men's feet that 


were with him, EE 

And there was ſet meat before him to eat: but lie 
ſaid, I will not eat, until J have told mine errand, 
And Laban faid, Speak on. 

And the ſteward ſaid, I am Abraham's ſervant. 

And the Lord hath bleſſed my maſter greatly, and 
he is become great: and he hath given him flocks, 
and herds, and fiiver, and gold, and men- ſervants, 
and maid-fervants, and camels, and aſſes. 


And Sarah my maſter's wife bare a ſon to my maſ- 


ter when the was old: and unto him hath he given 
all that he hath. 


And my maſter made me ſwear, ſaying, Thou ſhalt 
not take a wife to my ton of the daughters of the Ca- 


naamtes, in whoſe land I dwell; but thou ſhalt . go. 


unto my father's houſe, and to my kindred, and take 
a wife unto my ſon. 


And 
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And I faid unto my maſter, Peradventure the wo-. 
man will not follow me. And he ſaid unto me, the 
LoRD before whom I walk, will fend his angel with 
thee, and proſper thy way; and thou ſhalt take a wife 
for my ſon of my kindred, and of my father's houſe: 

Then fhalt thou be clear from this my oath, when 
thou comeſt to my kindred; and if they give not thee 
one, thou ſhalt be clear from my oath. | 

And I came this day unto the well, and faid, O 
Lorp Gop of my maſter Abraham, if now thou do 
proſper my way which I go: 

Behold, I ſtand by the well of water; and it ſhall 
come o paſs, that when the virgin cometh forth to 
draw water, and I fay to her, Give me, I pray thee, a 
little water of thy pitcher to drink; 

And ſhe faid to me, Both drink thou, and I will 
alſo draw for thy camels: let the fame be the woman 
whom the Lok hath appointed out for my maſter's 
ton. 

And before I had done ſpeaking in mine heart, be- 
hold Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her 
ſhoulder; and ſhe went down unto the well, and drew 
water: and I ſaid unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee, 

And ſhe made haſte, and let down her pitcher from 
her ſhoulder, and ſaid, Drink, and I will give thy ca- 
mels drink alſo: ſo J drank, and the made the camels 
drink alſo. 


And I aſked her, and faid, Whoſe Fler art 


thou? And ſhe faid, The daughter of Bethuel Na- 


dor's ſon, whom Milcah bare unto him: and I put 
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the ear-ring upon her face, and the bracelets upon her 
hands. 

And I bowed down my. head, and worſhipped the 
Lorp, and bleiled the LoRxD Gop of my maſter 
Abraham, which had led me in the right way to take 
my maſter's brother's daughter unto his ſon, 

And now if you will deal kindly and truly with my 
maſter, tell me; and if not, tell me; that I may turn 
to the right hand or to the left. | 

Then Laban and Bethuel anſwered and ſaid, The 
thing proceedeth from the LoxD: we cannot ſpeak 
unto thee bad or good. Behold, Rebekah is before 
thee, take her, and go, and. let her be thy maſter's 
ſon's wife, as the LoRD hath ſpoken. 

And it came to paſs, that when Abraham's ſervant 
heard their words, he worſhiped the LoRp, bowing 
himſelf to the earth. 


And the ſervant brought forth jewels of ſilver, and 


jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebe- 
kah: he gave alſo to her brother and to her mother 
precious things. 


And they did eat and drink, he and the men that 


were with him, and tarried all night: and they roſe 


up in the morning, and he ſaid, Send me away unto 
my maſter, | 

And her brother and her mother ſaid, Let the dam- 
ſel abide with us a few days, at the leaſt ten; after 
that the ſhall go. And he ſaid unto them, Hinder me 
not, ſeeing the LoRD hath proſpered my way; ſend. 
me away, that I may go to my maſter, 
: 5 And. 
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And they ſaid, We will call the damſel, and en- 
quire at her mouth. And they called Rebekah, and 
ſaid unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And ſhe 
ſaid, I will go. | 

And they ſent away Rebekah their ſiſter, and her 
nurſe, and Abraham's ſervant, and his men. And 


they bleſſed Rebekah, and faid unto her, Thou art 


our ſiſter, be thou the mother of thouſands of milli- 
ons, and let thy ſeed poſſeſs the gate of thoſe which 
hate them. 

And Rebekah aroſe, and her damſels, and they 
rode upon the camels, and followed the man: and 
the ſervant took Rebekah, and went his way. 

And Iſaac came from the way of the-well Lahai-roi, 
for he dwelt in the ſouth country. And he went out 
to meditate in the ſield at the even tide: and he lifted 
up his eyes, and faw, and behold the camels were 
coming, 

And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when the ſaw 


Iſaac, ſhe lighted off the camel; for ſhe had ſaid 
unto the ſervant, What man is this that walketh in 


the field to meet us? And the ſervant had faid, It is 
my maſter: therefore ſhe took a vail and covered her- 
ſelf. 

And the ſervant told Iſaac all things that he had 
done. And Iſane brought her into his mother Sarah's 
tent, and took Rebekah, and ſhe became his wife; 
and he loved her, and Iſaac was comforted after his 
mother's death. 
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ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, : 


Nahor very probably either removed with his father Tera 
(as Abraham did) from Ur, in Chaldea, and ſettled at ha- 
ran, in Meſopotamia, or not long after followed them thi- 
ther. - We find that the promiſes of Gop, as far as they re- 

lated to Abraham's perſonal proſperity and happineſs, were 
abundantly fulfilled ; for he was bleſſed in all things, and had 

as full enjoyment of the land of Canaan, as his circumſtances 
would admit of: the entire poſleſſion of the country, would 
have been an incumbrance to him, and diſadvantageous to 

his poſterity, for he could not have peopled it all, and the 
parts unoccupied would have been over run with wild beafts, F 
and covered with briars and brambles, before his deſcendants 
could encreaſe into a nation. | 

It was very natural that Abraham ſhould wiſh to ſee Iſaac | 
ſettled before he died; and as the people who ſurrounded 
him were idolaters, he certainly would have been very un- 
happy had Iſaac made an intimate alliance with them, eſpe- 
cially as it had been revealed to Abraham, that their impiety 

would provoke the LoRD to cut them off at laſt, 

It would have been an imprudent ſep, if Abraham had ſuf- 
fered his ſon to leave the land of Canaan, and go to the very 
place from whence he himſelf had been called by the Lorp.. 
Beſides, the good Patriarch knew that in Meſopotamia, even 

thoſe who adhered to the true Gop, had greatly corrupted 
His holy worſhip, and that the generality of the people were 
very much addicted to idolatry; in this caſe, Iſaac would have 
been expoſed to the danger of being drawn away from his 
duty, had he gone thither in ſearch of a wife. Beſides, he 
might have fancied ſome other woman in the country, inſtead 
of one of his own kindred, and by this means, have made an 
improper match, 
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Abraham conſidered that his life was very uncertain; and 
knowing the fidelity and diſcretion of Eliezar, he appointed 
him the guardian of his ſon in this momentous affair, 

The oath which Abraham required his ſteward to take, 
was the moſt ſolemn one then in uſe. 

It does not appear that Eliezar was viſibly conducted by 
an angel, but it is likely that Abraham, in ſending him, acted 


igreeably to Divine direction, and that he had received aſ- | 


ſurances from the Lord Gop's heaven and earth, that an 
extraordinary providence ſhould attend this expedition. The 
1eadineſs of Eliezar to undertake it, ſhews, that he was a pi- 
ous good man, worthy of this important truſt; and his ſub- 


- ſequent behaviour was ſuch as might juſtly be expected from 


4 perſon trained in Abraham's houſe. The prayer Eliezar 
offered, was exactly ſuited to the occaſion, which was ſo dif- 
ficult a one, that without ſome ſign from the LoRp, he would 


have been utterly at a loſs how to proceed, for he was not 


acquainted with a ſingle perſon in the country; and had he 
opened his buſineſs to ſtrangers, he would have been in great 
danger of impoſition. | 

In thoſe days, they had not contrivances for conveying wa- 
ter from place to place by pipes; nor indeed would it have 


been worth their while to be at the trouble and expence of 


making them, becauſe they frequently changed their ſituation ; 
they were therefore obliged to have public wells, and water 
their flocks at ſtated times, when all the young women uſed 
toattend, it being a part of their buſineſs to look after the 
ſheep. This was the occaſion that brought Rebekah to the 
place where Eliezar had his firſt interview with her. 


It is evident from his thankſgiving at the wel], and the re- | 


lation he gave of the ſentiments which ſucceſſively aroſe in his 
mind, that Eliezar perceived the providence of Gop diſpoſing 


all events for the accompliſhment of the buſineſs he was em- 


ployed in. And we may alſo judge, from the ready concur- 
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rence of Rebekah and her friends, that they were of the ſame 
opinion. 

There is one particular in Rebekah's conduct, which 
ſhews her character in a very pleaſing light; that is her hu- 
manity to the camels *, When ſhe went to the well, and 
beheld the poor weary beaſts, though ſhe knew not to whom 
they belonged, the was moved with compaſſion towards 
them, and offered, without the leaſt ſolicitation, to draw 
water for them all. This was a very laborious employment 
for a young woman to undertake, conſidering that camels 
are very large creatures that drink water in great abundance, 
which is to ſerve them for long travel in dry deſarts, and 
Rebekah had no leſs than ten of them to fatisfy ; yet ſhe 
performed her promiſe, and drew for them all, Her bro- 
ther Laban likewiſe was ſo attentive to the neceſſities of the 
beaſts, that before he gave the men any refrefiment, he un- 
girded the camels, and gave them provender to eat, and 
ſtraw to lie down and reſt on. Compaſſion urged him to 
take the firſt care of thoſe creatures that could not take 
care of themſelves, 

How admirable is the fidelity of Eliezar. He would nei— 
ther eat nor drink, till he had executed his commiſſion ! 

The readineſs of Rebekah to leave her friends, and of 
them to part with her, ſhewed a firm truſt in the Lokp. 
The bleſſing pronounced on her at parting, ſeems to allude 
to the Everlaſting Covenant, This afterwards became a 
ſolemn form of benediction in the marriage ceremony among 
the Jews. | | 


The marriage of Iſaac appears to have taken place ſoon . 


after the death of his mother, | 

In former ſections we read, that the LoRD on many 0Cc- 
caſions viſibly interpoſed in Abraham's temporal concerns. 
We find in this portion of Scripture a wonderful concur- 


* Dr, Primett's Diſſertation, 
rence 
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rence of circumſtances, that could ſcarcely have happened 
by chance. Abraham's ſervant was not favoured with a 
wiſible manifeflation of the DziTy, yet he clearly diſcerned 
the hand of Providence in the occurrences which befel him, 
and acknowledged with thankfulneſs the goodneſs of the 
LORD. 

By his example, we are inſtrufted to aſcribe our ſucceſs 
and proſperity in the affairs of this life, to the merciful 
guidance and direction of an over-ruling Providence; for 
what the LoRD did for Eliezar, He ſtill continues to do for 
{| who put their truſt in Him. A man's heart (ſays Solo- 
mon?) dewiſeth his away, but the LORD direfeth his fleps. 

It is to be obſerved, that Eliezar did not throw himſelf 
entirely upon Providence: in the firſt place he ſolemnly re- 
folved to do what his duty required; he then employed 
thoſe means for the accompliſhment of his purpoſe, which 
human reaſon would in that caſe naturally ſuggeſt (pro- 
viding himſelf with ſuch a retinue and preſents, as were 
likely to procure him credit and attention); and having 
done this, he prayed to the Lord Gop to diſpoſe thoſe 
contingencies, which were not in his own power. Let us 
in every 1mportant affair purſue the like method; 2nd if 
our wiſhes are crowned with ſucceſs, let us not pride our- 
ſelves in the wiſdom of our own contrivances, but, with 
humility and thankfulneſs, acknowledge the goodneſs of the 
SUPREME DIRECTOR. of all events. 


* Prov. xvi. 9. 
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T. XXVIII. 


THE BIRTH oF EsAU AN p Jacos, 


ND Ifaac was forty years old when he took 
Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethue! 
the Syrian of Padan-aram, the ſiſter to Laban the 
Syrian. | 
And Iſaac intreated the Loxp for his wife, be- 
cauſe ſhe had no children; and the Lord was in- 
treated of him. And Rebekah went to enquire of 
the Loxp, and the Lorp ſaid unto her, Two na- 
tions ſhal} proceed from thee, and two manner of 
people, and the one people ſhall be ſtronger than the 
other, and the elder ſhall ſerve the younger. And 
Rebekah bare two ſons, and ſhe called the firſt born 
Eſau, and the younger the called Jacoh. And Ifaac 
was threeſcore years old when ſhe bare them, 
And the boys grew: and Eſau was a cunning 
hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain 
man dwelling in tents. And Ifaac loved Eſau, be- 
cauſe he did eat of his veniſon ; but Rebekah loved 
Jacob, 


ANNOTATIONS ADO REFLECTIONS. 


As Iſaac was heir to the promiles, it was very natural for 
him to be defirous of having a ſon, that he might tranſmit 
the inheritance to the next generation ; however, it ſeems, 
that he waited with patient reſignation for 20 years, and then 
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his hope beginning to fail, he ſolemnly and earneſtly en- 
treated the LorD to grant him an increaſe of family. 


By the expreſſion, Rebekah enquired of the Lox D, we may | 


underſtand that Gop till continued, by immediate revelation, 
to make his will known to his choſen ſervants, 

The prediction given to Rebekah, on this occaſion, was a 
very remarkable one, and, from its accompliſhment, will be 
found to relate not perſonally to the children that were to be 
born of her, but zationally to their prſterities ; and is refer- 
red to by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, as a proof, that the 
purpoſe and intention of God, according to his own free 
choice, was the only rule and ſtandard for his chuſing one 
nation rather than another, to be his peculiar people, not 
any works or merit on the part of man; for this declaration 
was made before the perſons, from whom theſe two nations 
were to proceed, were born; and therefore, before they had 
done good to deſerve, or evil to forfeit the Divine Fa- 
vour “. | 

As the children grew up, their genius and diſpoſition led 
them to different purſuits; but there was nothing in the man- 
ners of Jacob, that indicated his future ſuperiority to his 
brother; on the contrary, Eſau was of an active enterpriſing 
ſpirit, Jacob of a quiet domeſtic turn. 


* See Rom. ix. 10, 17, 12. See alſo Taylor's Paraphraſe on this 
chapter of Romans. - 
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IE DEATH Or ABRAHAM,—THE DEATH Ot 
ISHMAEL. 


ND theſe are the days of the years of Abra- 
ham's life which he lived; an hundred three- 


ſcore and fifteen years. Then Abraham gave up 
the ghoſt, and died in a good old age; an old man, 
and full of years ; and was gathered to his people. 

And his ſons Iſaac and Iſhmael buried him in the 
cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the fon 
of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre ; the 
field which Abraham purchaſed of the ſons of Heth : 
there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his wife. 

And thele are the years of the life of Iſhmael, an 
hundred and thirty and ſeven years ; and he died in 
the preſence of all his brethren. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


In providing for hiz other ſons, Abraham had carefully 
reſerved for Iſaac all his property that was annexed to the 
covenant, which Gop had vouchlafed to make with him 
reſpecting the land of Canaan, a large tract of which mult, 
by this time, have been overſpread by his numerous flocks 


and herds. The good Patriarch took a very proper mea- 
ſure, in ſending his other ſons to ſettle in diſtant places “; 


Section 26. 
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DEATHS OF ABRAHAM AND ISHMAEL. 143 


{or it was the only probable way of e animoſities 
and jealouſies among them. 


We find, by the account that is here given us of the years 
of Abraham's life, that the Divine promiſe * reſpecting this 
particular, was faithfully fulfilled, for he lived to a good old 
age, conſidering that the period of man's life was greatly 
contracted after the Flood. It is ſaid, that he was gathered 
to his people, This expreſſion is ſynonimous with that in the 


prophecy, Thou ſhalt go to thy fathers t, and cannot allude 


to the interment of his body, becauſe his fathers were bu- 
ried in a diſtant part of the world. 

It appears, that Iſaac and Iſhmael lived in harmony toge- 
ther, as they united in the pious office of giving honourable 
burial to their father. Neither had Iſhmael any cauſe to 
envy the temporal proſperity of his brother, for having the 
advantage of being born ſo many years before him, his fa- 


mily had multiplied greatly, and was become of conſequence 


in the world, before Iſaac had any children grown up, 

It is related of Iſhmael, that e died in the preſence of all 
his brethren. Before his birth, it was predicted of him, that 
he ſhould be a wild man; that his hand would be againſt every 
one, and every one's hand againſl him; and that he ſhould 
UWELL in the preſence of all his brethren. We do not read of 
any particular conteſts, which Iſhmael had with. the other 
deſcendants of Abraham; but it may be inferred from 
theſe paſſages, that, having permiſſion from Gop to dwell 
in a certain part of the world, he and his poſterity reſo- 
lutely maintained poſſeſſion of it, and were bleſſed with ſuc- 
ceſs, in ſpite of the invaſions and oppoſition which the na- 
tives of the adjacent countries might think fit to make, to 
prevent their eſtabliſhment. Of the preſent race of Arabs, 


ho are ſuppoſed to be the original deſcendants of Iſhmael, 


it may literally be ſaid, that their hands haue ever been 


*: Gen, KV. 15. See Annotations to Section 17. 
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144 DEATHS OF ABRAHAM AND ISHMAEL. 


againſt every one, and every one's hand againſi them; and yet 
they have continued to /zve in the preſence of all their bre- 
thren, for they were never wholly ſubdued, even by the 
greateſt conquerors of the earth: but it appears like injuſ- 
tice to Iſhmael and his ſons, to ſuppoſe, that ey were rob- 
bers by profeſſion, becauſe the preſent wild Arabs are ſo: 
it is much more reaſonable and candid to imagine, that the 
pretence of ſeizing the property of others, as a lawful right 


derived from their progenitors, is a corruption of later 


times. The LoRD would not have placed any ſet of peo- 
ple in a ſituation where they ſhould be under a neceſſity of 
practiſing immorality; much leſs a fon of Abraham, one oa 
whom He had promiſed to beſtow an extraordinary bleſſing. 
If the Iſhmaelites had ſo large a tract of country to them- 
ſelves, as the Scriptures inform us they had, there was no 
occaſion for them to injure others, as their own territories 
were ſufficient to afford them affluence. 

Abraham lived to ſee the ſons of Iſaac fifteen years old, 
and Iſhmael till they were 53. 

Having brought the hiſtory of Abraham to a period, and 
ſeen that he was faithful to the Lord, and that the Lozxp 
was true to all his promiſes reſpecting him, let us emulate 


the example of the good Patriarch, that we may at length 


obtain the bleſſings. 
The hiſtory of Abraham abounds with wonderful events, 


and exhibits the character of this good man in different points 
of view, We ſometimes find him guilty of faults, which ſhew 


that he was ſubject to the infirmities of human nature; but it 
is proved by a variety of inſtances, that his faith in God's 
promiſes, and obedience to His Divine commands, were 
ſuch, as juſtly entitle him to be called the Father of the 
Faithful; and it is this part of his character that is propoſed 
to our imitation, Let us then emulate. the example of the 
good Patriarch, that we may at length obtain (through the 
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HISTORY OF ISAAC. 143 


infinite mercy of God) a ſhare of the bleſſings provided as the 
rewards of faith and obedience by Him who changeth not * ; 
neither will he break his covenant, or alter the thing that is 
gone out of His mouth. The Lord hath favorn, and it 


mall come to paſs; He hath purpoſed, and it ſhall ſtand, 


that in the /eed of Abraham all the nations of the earth 2 be 
bleed. 


* Mal. iii. 6. Jam. i. 17. 


r. . 
HISTORY OF IS AA. 


ND there was a famine in the land, beſides 
the firſt famine that was in the days of Abra- 
ham. And the Lokp appeared unto him, and 


ſaid, Go not down into Egypt: dwell in the land 


which I ſhall tell thee of : | 
Sojourn in this land, and T will be with thee, and 


will bleſs thee : for unto thee and unto thy ſeed 1 
will give all theſe countries, and I will perform the 


oath which I ſware unto Abraham thy father : 
And I will make thy ſeed to multiply as the ſtars 
of heaven; and will give unto thy ſeed all theſe 
countries: and in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the 
earth be bleſſed : 

Becauſe that Abraham had my voice, and kept 
my charge, my commandments, my ſtatutes, and 


my laws: And Ifaac went unto Abimelech, king of 


the Philiſtines unto Gerar : 


H | And 
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1465 HISTORY OF ISAAC. 


And Abimelech the king charged his ſervants, 
ſaying, He that toucheth this man or his Wife, thall 
ſurely be put to death. 

Then Iſaac ſowed in that land, and received in 
the ſame year an hundred-fold : and the Lon bleſ- 
ſed him. And the man waxed great, and went for- 
ward, and grew until he became very great. 

For he had poſſeſſions of flocks, and poſſeſſions of 


herds, and great ſtore of ſervants: And the Phi- 


liftines envied him. For all the wells which his fa- 
ther's ſervants had digged in the days of Abraham 
his father, the Philiſtines had ſtopped them, and 
filled them with earth. | 

And Abimelech faid unto Iſaac, Go from us, for 
thou art much mightier than we. And Ifaac de- 
parted thence, and pitched his tent in the valley of 
Gerar, and dwelt there. 

And Ifaac digged again the wells of water which 
they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; 
for the Philiſtines had ſtopped them after the death 
of Abraham : and he called their names after the 
names by which his father had called them. 

And Itaac's ſervants digged in the valley, and 
found there a well of ſpringing water. And the 
herdmen of Gerar did ftrive with Iſaac's herdmen, 


ſaying, The water is ours: and he called the name 


of the well Eſek, becauſe they ſtrove with him. 
And they digged another well, and ſtrove for that 
allo; and he called the name of it Sitnah, 
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HISTORY OF.TISAAC.. 1 

And he removed from thence, and digged ano- 
ther well, and for that they ſtrove not: and he called 
the name of it Rehoboth ; and he ſaid, For now the 
Lok hath made room tor us, and we ſhall be fruit- 
tul in the land. 

And he went up from thence to Beer-ſheba. And 
the Lord appeared unto him the ſame night, and 
ſaid, I am the Gop of Abraham thy father: tear 
not, for I am with thee, and will bleſs thee, and 
multiply thy ſeed for my ſervant Abraham's fake, 

And he builded an altar there, and called upon 
the name of the LoR D, and pitched his tent there: 
and there Iſaac's ſervants digged a well. 

Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and 
Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Phicol the chief 
captain of his army. And Tſaac ſaid unto them, 
Wherefore come ye to me, ſeeing ye hate me, and 
have ſent me away from you ? 

And they taid, We fav certainly that the Lorn 
was with thee: and we ſaid, Let there be now an 
oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let 
us make a covenant with thee, that thou wilt do us 
no hurt, as we have not touched thee, and as we 
have done unto thee nothing but good, and have 
ſent thee away in peace: thou art now the bleſſed 
of the LORD. 

And he made thiein a x feaſt, and they did eat and 
drink. And they roſe up betimes in the morning, 
and ſware one to another: and Iſaac ſent them 
away, and they departed from him in peace, 
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148 HISTORY OF ISS Ac. 


And it came to paſs the ſame day, that Iſaac's 
ſervants came and told him concerning the well which 
they had digged, and faid unto him, We have found 
water. And he called it Shebah: therefore the 
name of the city is Beer-ſheba unto this day. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


Famine is reckoned among thoſe judgements which are 
inflicted by Gob, to awaken wicked nations to a ſenſe of 
their ſins *. That which happened in the days of Iſaac ſeems 
to have been deſigned for the puniſhment of the idolatrous 
people, and ſhews that they were not cut off without 
warnings, Tt appears that Iſaacf was commanded by God, 
to go from Canaan while the famine laſted, and was directed 
to the land of the Philiſtines inſtead of Egypt, to which we 
may preſume he had purpoſed to go. But before he de- 
parted, he was directed to conſider Canaan as his home; and 


to diſpel thoſe fears which the famine naturally gave riſe to, 


he was encuuraged by the renewal of the Covenant, which 
the LoRD had formerly made with Abraham; and that Iſaac 
might underſtand that C op's favour to his faithful ſervants is 
not limitted to the ſhort term of their exiſtence in this 
world, He aſſured him, that, in granting the bleſſing to 
him, he meant to do a farther honour to Abraham, which 
implied that Abraham till exiſted, _ 

The Ting of the Philiſtines could ſcarcely be the ſame 
with whom Abraham made an alliance; but ir is imagined, 
that Abimelech was a general name for the kings of that 
country. Iſaac inconſiderately practiſed the ſame kind of 


See Lev. xxvi. 20. Deut. xxviii. 23. Amos iv. 6. 
I have taken the liberty of making a tranſpoſition m this ſec· 


* which J hope the context juſtifies, 
evaſion 
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evaſion which Abraham had before done, by endeavouring 
to make his wife paſs for his ſiſter; but as this ſubject has 
already been conſidered “, it is omitted in this ſection. 
Abimelech appears to have feared the LoRDp as well as 
his father. | 
The ſucceſs which Iſaac met with in the great increaſe of 
his firſt harveſt in the land of the Philiſtines, and his ſubſe- 
quent proſperity, were proofs that the Providence of G0 
followed him. | 
We cannot ſuppoſe that the family of Iſaac was equal 1n 
number and power to the nation of the Philiſtines; the ex- 
preſſion of Abimelech, Thou art greater and mightier than xe, 
muſt not be underſtood literally, but proportionably. The 
wonderful increaſe of Iſaac's ſubſtance bad raiſed the envy of 
the Phililtines, who murmured at ſeeing a foreigner more 
proſperous in their land than themſelves, | 
In the valley of Gerar, Iſaac had a fort of hereditary right 
to dwell, for a former King had granted to his father the li- 


berty of chuſing any part of the country for his reſidence; 


and this was the ſpot he fixed upon; and Iſaac bad an un- 
doubted claim to the wells which Abraham digged, becauſe 
that patriarch had actually purchaſed a title to them +. It 
was this conſideration in all probability that chiefly influenced 
Iſaac to open them rather than dig new ones, Beer-ſheba had 


been conſecrated by Abraham, who planted a grove there, 
and built an altar to the LoRD. No ſooner was Iſaac arrived 


at this ſacred ſpot, than he was honoured with a Divine vi- 
ſion, and a freſh ratification of the Covenant reſpecting tem- 


poral bleſſings : In gratitude for the promifes vouchſafed to 


him, we find that he. alſo built an altar, and reſolved to 


abide in that place. 


It ſeems that Abimelech feared the true God, or he would 
not have been ſo ſolicitous to make an alliance with Iſaac, 


* See ſection 15. | 4+ Ibid. 
H 3 | merely 


| 
* 
** 
3 
4 
* 
* 
18 
73 
"a 
0 


2 


266. 


— 


. 
+1 44 


ma 
THOR 
„ 

105 


„ 
1 


150 HISTORY OF ISAAC. 


merely from a conviction that he was peculiarly bleſſed of 
the LorD, It is very remarkable, that the well which Abra- 
ham named Beer-ſheba, or the well of the oath, in witneſs 
of the Covenant made between him and the king of the Phi- 
liſtines, ſhould be diſcovered to Iſaac on the very day that 
he was in ſimilar circumſtances. It is likely that the news 
arrived before his royal gueſt had left him, and that he re- 
ftored the name to do honour to his father's memory ; and 
allo that the well might, agreeably to its firlt deſtination, 
ler ve as a teltimony of the covenant which he had juſt re- 
newed, 

The name Phicol ſeems to have titularly belonged to the 
oftice of chief captain of the army, Who Ahuzzath was, we 
are not told, but he was doubtleſs a perſon of diſtinction, 

[t is evident, from the words in which the promiſe at the 
beginning of this ſection was conveyed to Iſaac, that the Di- 
wine Being who made it, was the ſame Lokp that appeared 
to Abrabam, and we find him in the ſecond viſion, calling 
himſelf the Gop of Abraham. 

It is needleſs to expatiate further on this paſſage of Scrip- 
ture; for after contemplating the hiſtory of Abraham, the 
reflections and practical inſtruction it is calculated to convey, 
will naturally ariſe in the mind of an attentive reader. 
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Es AU SELLETH. His BIRTH-RIGHT.— HE MAR- 
RIETH TWO WIVES. 


* Jacob ſod pottage: and Eſau came from the 


field, and he was faint: And Eſau ſaid to Ja- 

cob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that ſame red pottage; 
for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom. 
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ESAU SELLETH HIS BIRTH-RIGHT. 151 


And Jacob ſaid, Sell me this day thy birth-right. 
And Eſau ſaid, Behold, J am at the point to die: 


and what profit ſhall this birth-right do to me? 


And Jacob faid, Swear to me this day; and he 
ſware unto him: and he fold his birth-right unto Ja- 
cob. | 

Then Jacob gave Eſau bread and pottage of len- 
tiles; and he did eat and drink, and roſe up, and went 
his way: thus Eſau deſpiſed his birth-right. 

And Eſau was forty years old when he took to wife 
Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Baſhe- 
math the daughter of Elon the Hittite: which were a 
griet of mind unto Iſaac and to Rebekah. 


ANNOTATIONS ARD REFLECTIONS, 


Eſau and Jacob were twin brothers; but as Fſau was the 
firſt born, he had, as we may ſupyole, a ſuperiority in his fa- 


ther's houſe, and ſeems to have expected, as his birth-right, 


to be heir of the promiſes which Gop had made to Arrahim 
and Ifaac, one part of which was, that Gop would be their 
God in a peculiar manner. s 

Fond of the ſports of the field, Eſau purſued them with ſuch 
ardor, that he left himſeif little time for conſidering the va- 
lue of the privileges he made pretenſions to, or he would not 
have parted with them 6 eaſily. The Apoltle* to the He- 
brews re»-sſents his ſale of the birth-right as a prophane 
action, wiich it could not have been, had it related to tenor 


bleſſings only. 


Jacob, on the other hand, ſeems to have had a ſincere faith 
in the promiſes of God, and an urgent defire to poſſeſs the 


* Hebrews xil. 16. 
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152 ESAU SELLETH HIS BIRTH RIGHT. 


bleſſings which were promiſed to the ſeed of Abraham and 
Iſaac. It is molt likely that Rebekah had made known to Ja- 
cob, who was her darling ſon, what the Lok had revealed 
to her, before his birth, concerning the ſuperiority which 
the nation that was to proceed from him, ſhould have, over 
that which was to proceed from Eſau. — This, however, is no 
excuſe for Jacob; he certainly took an unjuſtifiable method 
to obtain the birth- right; and we muſt not conſider his ſuc- 
ceis in this inſtance, as a proof of the Divine favour ; for it 
will appear, as we proceed, that it did not eventually advance 
his perſonal happineſs, neither did it procure the bleſſing of 
Abraham for his poſterity ; for before he, or Eſau, had done 
good or evil, - before they were born into the world, —the 
Loko had determined, that, in reſpect to the nations which 
ſhould ſpring from them, the elder ſhould ſerve the younger®. 
as has been already obſerved in a former ſection. 

Eſau's marriage with a Canaanitiſh woman, was another 
inſtance of prophaneneſs; for he could not be ignorant that it 
was of material conſequence, for thoſe who honoured the 
LoRD, and were deſigned to be His peculiar people, to avoid 
alliances with Idolators. 

From this fection, we learn, that it is very wrong to give 


up the mind entirely to any purſuit, to the excluſion of reli- 


gious meditation; had Eſau accuſtomed himſelf to reflect on 
the value of the privileges annexed to the birth-right, he 


would not have been ſo ready to relinquiſh the title which he 
ſuppoſed he had to them. In his father's houſe, he could 


ſcarcely be in danger of ſtarving ; therefore, we may conclude, 
that he preferred the gratification of his appetite with a ſavory 
diſh, to the greateſt ſpiritual advantages. — How many peo- 


ple in the world, like Eſau, reſign the title which the Chri/lian 


covenant gives them, to the providential care of Gop in this 
* See Section 28. 
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world, and the hope of a heavenly inheritance in the next, 


for the ſports of the field, and the pleaſures of the table! 
Jacob's fault, in taking advantage of his brother's neceſ- 
ſity, is ſo obvious, that it was needleſs for the ſacred hiſtorian 


to point it out to obſervation; for reaſon and common ſenſe 
will enable any perſon to judge, that it is wrong for them to 


practice, what they cannot but condemn, 


s * T. XXX. 
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AE? it came to paſs, that when Iſaac was old, 
and his eyes were dim, ſo that he could not 
ſee, he called Eſau, his eldeſt ſon, and faid unto him, 
My fon: and he ſaid unto him, Behold, here am J. 
And he faid, Behold now I am old; I know not 
the day of my death. Now' therefore, take, I pray 
thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go 


out to the field, and take me ſome veniſon; and make. 


me ſavoury meat, ſuch as I love, and bring it to me 
that I may eat: that my ſoul may blefs thee before 1 


die. 


And Rebekah keard when Iſaac ſpake to Eſau his | 


fon: and Eſau went to the field to hunt for veniſon, 
and to bring it. And Rebekah ſpake unto Jacob her 
ſon, ſaying, Behold, I heard thy father ſpeak unto 
Eſau thy brother, ſaying, Bring me veniſon and make 
me ſavoury meat, that I may eat, and bleſs thee before 
the LorD, before my death. 

Now therefore, my fon, obey my voice, accord- 
ing to that which I command thee; Go now to the 
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flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the 
goats; and I will make them ſavoury meat for thy fa- 
ther, ſuch as he loveth. And thou ſhalt bring it to 


thy father, that he may eat, an d that he may bleſs 
thee before his death. 


And Jacob ſaid to Rebekah his mother, Behold, 


Eſau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a ſmooth 
man; My father peradventure will feel me, and I 
ſhall ſeem to him as a deceiver; and I ſhall bring a 
curſe upon me, and not a bleſſing, 

And his mother ſaid unto him, Upon me be thy 
curſe, my ſon: only obey my voice, and go fetch me 
them. And he went and fetched, and brought them 
to his mother: and his mother made ſavoury meat, 
ſuch as his father loved. 

And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldeſt ſon 
Eſau, which were with her in the houſe, and put them 
upon Jacob her younger ſon. And ſhe put the ſkins 
of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the 
{mooth of his neck. 


And ſhe gave the ſavoury meat, and the bread, 


which ſhe had prepared, into the hand of her fon 
Jacob. 


And he came unto his father, and faid, My father; 


and he ſaid, Here am I; who art thou, my ſon? 


And Jacob ſaid unto his father, I am Eſau thy firſt 
born; I have done according as thou badeſt me: ariſe, 


I pray thee, fit and eat of e veniſon that thy ſoul 
may bleſs me. 
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And Ifaac ſaid unto his fon, How is it that thou haſt 


found it fo quickly, my ſon? and he ſaid, Becauſe 
the Lord thy Gop brought it to me. 
And Ifaac faid unto Jacob, Come near, I pray 


thee, that I may feel thee, my fon, whether thou be 


my very ſon Eſau, or not. And Jacob went near 


unto Iſaac his father, and he felt him, and faid, The 
voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands 


of Eſau. 

And he diſcerned him not, becauſe his hands were 
hairy, as his brother Efau's hands: ſo he bleſſed him. 

And Iſaac ſaid, Art thou my very fon Eſau? and 
he ſaid, Il am. And Iſaac ſaid, Bring it near to me, 
and I will eat of my ſon's veniſon, that my ſoul may 
bleſs thee: and he brought it near to him, and he did 
cat: and he brought him wine, and he drank. 

And his father Iſaac ſaid unto him, Come near now, 
and kiſs me, my fon. And he came near, and kiſſed 
him: and he ſmelled the ſmell of his raiment, and 
bleſſed him, and ſaid, See, the ſmell of my ſon is as 
the ſmell of a field, which the Lox D hath bleſſed. 


Therefore Gop give thee of the dew of heaven, and 
the fatneſs of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine. 


Let peop!2 ſerve thee, and nations bow down to 


thee; be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's 
ſons bow down to thee: curſed be every one that 


curſeth thee, and bleſſed be he that bleſſeth thee. 


And it came to paſs as ſoon as Iſaac had made an 
end of bleſſing Jacob, and Jacob was yet ſcarce gone 
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out from the preſence of Iſaac his father, that Eſau his 
brother came in from his hunting. 

And he alſo made ſavoury meat, and brought it 
unto his father; and ſaid unto his father, Let my 
father ariſe, and eat of his ſon's veniſon, that thy ſoul 
may bleſs me. 

And Ifaac his father ſaid unto him, Who art thou I 
and he ſaid, I am thy fon, thy firſt-born Eſau. And 
Ifaac trembled very exceedingly, and he ſaid, Who? 
where is he that hath taken veniſon, and brought it 
me; and I have eaten of all before thou cameſt, and 
have bleſſed him? yea, and he ſhall be bleſſed. 

And when Eſau heard the words of his father, he 
cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and faid 
unto his father, Bleſs me, even me alſo, O my fa- 
ther. 

And Iſaac faid, Thy brother came with ſubtilty, 
and hath taken away thy bleſſing. 

And Eſau faid, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for 
he hath ſupplanted me theſe two times: he took away 
my birth-right; and behold, now he hath taken away 
my bleſſing: and he laid, Haſt thou not reſerved a 
bleſſing for me? 

And Iſaac anſwered and ſaid unto „Eau Behold, 1 
have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have 1 
given to him for ſervants, and with corn and wine 

have 1 ſuſtained him: and what ſhall 1 do now unto | 
thee, my ſon? 
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And Eſau ſaid unto his father, Haſt thou but one 
bleſſing, my father? bleſs me, even me alſo, O my 
father. And Efau lifted up his voice and wept. 

And Iſaac his father anſwered, and ſaid unto him, 
Behold, thy dwelling ſhall be the fatneſs of the earth, 
and of the dew of heaven from above. 

And by thy ſword ſhalt thou live, and ſhalt ſerve 
thy brother: and it ſhall come to paſs when thou 
{halt have the dominion, that thou ſhalt break his 
yoke from off thy neck. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


There is ſomething ſo affecting in the account which is 
given in this ſection of Eſau's diſappointment, that the heart 
which can forbear to commiſerate his diſtreſs mult be totally 
deſtitute of ſenſibility ;—yet, however, we may be inclined to 
pity im, and condemn Jacob. Eſau will be found, on an 
impartial examination of his conduct, to have been ſtill more 
culpable than his brother, — Neither of them could, indeed, 
juſtly claim the ng as due to their meri/s, nor was it, as 
we obſerved before“, deſigned as a reward for any works of 
theirs, but as a free gift from Gon, to the poſterity of Abraham 
in the line Jacob, for purpoſes of mercy to all mankind. 

But though the LorD thus pre-determined the lot of the 
nations which Jacob and Eſau repreſented, (as the heads from 


whom they were to proceed), He left them as individuals (like 
the reſt of the human race) to the exerciſe of their own free 
will, both in reſpect to faith and moral actions: we will there- 
fore, for the preſent, ſuſpend the farther conſideration of the 
Divine ordinance in reſpect to the predeſtination of one people 


to n and the other to ſubjection, fince we find that it 
Section 28. 
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was the bulineſs of an Apaſtle“, not of the Jexwi/h hillorian, to 
vindicate the juſtice of Gop in this particular, | 

Moſes deſcribes the conduct of the different parties con- 
cerned in this tranſattion, as merely the reſult of kumar incli. 
nations, uncontrouled by Divine power, ſo far as it related te 
their own perſons. 

It will appear, in a following part of this hiſtory, that 
Iſaac lived for a number of years after the event which is here 
recorded; but he found the infirmities of age encrealing upon 
bim, and feeling a ſenfible decay of his faculties, it was very 
natural for him to fear that his end was approaching. 

Eſau ſeems to have made it one of the pleaſures of his life 
to ſhew his affection for his father, by procuring veniſon, and 
dreſſing it for him in a manner agreeable to his palate. —— 
Without imputing luxury to Itaac, we may conceive that 
he took particular delight in eating of this diſh; for every pa- 
rent knows, that the dutiful attention of a child can give a va- 
lue to the moſt trifling ſervices. 

Jacob, who was naturally of a very timid diſpoſition, ob- 
ſerving the great aſcendency which his brother had gained 
over his father, attached himſelf, as we find, more particu- 
larly to his mother; and each parent indulged a partiality, 
which inclined them to promote the intereſt of their particular 
favourites. This, in all probability, gave riſe to thoſe 
jealouſies and animoſities, which prevented the Harmony that 

ought to ſubſiſt in all families, 
Whether a decay of memory hetrayed Iſaac into the error, 
is not mentioned; but he appears to have forgot what theLoRD 
had revealed to his wife, and reſolved to give to Eſau the pa- 
ternal blefſing (which appears to have been the appointed means 
| for the conveyance of the everlaſting covenant), and to ſhew 
that he meant to beſto the bleſſing on Eſau, as the reward of 
his niet | piety; he required him to bring veniſon, that he 


* See Romans 9 
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might ſanctify an action which had ſo peculiarly endeared him 
to his heart, by making it a kind of win or token, on this 
ſolemn occaſion. Iſaac teſtified a ſincere faith in the Divine 
promiſes, but, in his-preference of Elau, he certainly acted on 
a wrong principle, 

Rebekah alſo believed in the promiſes, and never loſt ſight 
of the Divine revelation which (he had been favoured with be- 
fore the birth of her children. - Anxious to ſecure the bleſſing 
for Jacob, and ſuppoſing that ſhe was co-operating with the 
will of God, ſhe thought herſelf juſtified in employing arti- 
fices to obtain it. 

Equally apprehenſive of loſing what he valued above all 
things, and accuſtomed to pay imaplicit obedience to his mo- 
ther, Jacob thought it his duty to yield to her commands, even 
in oppoſition to the dictates of his own conſcience; under this 
miſtaken idea, he, with reiterated falſehood, deceived his 
aged father! 

Both Rebekah and Jacob were commendable for having a 
due eſteem for the paternal benediction z but nothing can juſ- 
tify their attempt to bring about the PETE e e. of a 
Divine prophecy, by a complication of frauds; it appears, 
however, to have been a precipitate act, the reſult of incon- 
ſideration, rather than premeditated wickedneſs, 

It is conjectured that the raiment which Jacob put on, 
when he went to his father, was a drels which Eſau had to 
diſtinguiſh him as the eldelt fon, 

The behaviour of Iſaac to the ſuppoſed Eſau, ſhews, that 
he meant to make him heir to the promiſes at firſt vouchſafed 
by the LoRD to Abraham, and afterwards confirmed to him- 


ſelf. The words in which he pronounced the bleſſing, are 


evidently a prophecy, and perfectly agree with that prediction 
concerning the Everlaſting Covenant, which the LoRDhimſelt 
nad formerly declared *, 


* Geneſis xvii. 8. 
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Iſaac was certainly wrong in proceeding in ſo momentons 
an affair without ſeeking God's direction, or referring to the 
Divine revelation, which had been formerly made. 

However Eſau might have deſpiſed his birth right, he was 
not ignorant of the value of the Divine promiſes ; nor does 
he ſeem to have been deſtitute of faith in them, for he readily 
made preparations for receiving the paternal benediction; but 
his faith was not productive of obedience ; for ſo far was he 
from being perfectly attached* to the LoRD, that he inter- 
married with thoſe very nations who were deſigned to be cut 
off for their wickedneſs; and he transferred the birth right 
to Jacob, and ſolemnly called in the Loxp Himſelf + as a 
witneſs of his willingneſs to forego the advantage of having 
Him as a GoD, which was a principal part of the Everlaſting 
Covenant. Had the bleſſing been merely perſonal, ſurely he 
would have deſerved to loſe it. And in fact it was, properly 


ſpeaking, Eſau who was the ſupplanter, for Jacob had a 


right to the bleſſing, both by Divine appointment, and the ſo- 
lemn reſignation of Eſau. 

Iſaac's violent agitation, when he diſcovered the fraud that 
hadbeen practiced on him, may be imputed to a ſudden re- 
collection that he had oppoſed the revealed will of God, in 
intending to give to his eldeſt ſon the bleſſing deftined for the 
youngeſt, It is evident that Iſaac did not deſign to offend the 
LokD; on the contrary, he reſiſted the earneſt importunities, 
and even bitter tears of a darling ſon, and could not be pre- 
vailed upon to make a deliberate attempt to counteract the 
decree of Heaven, but wolantarily confirmed the bleſſing, 
which he had inadvertentiy pronounced, | | 

All that Iſaac could do to conſole Eſau, was, to pronounce 
the bleſſing which Gop deſigned for kis poſterity; and it is 
remarkable, that it was equal in value to that pronounced on 


Jacob's, 
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Jacob's, excepting in the circumſtance of ſupremacy, and that 
even this was to continue only for a ſeaſon. 

The practical inſtruction which Reaſon teaches us to collect 
from this ſection, ſeems to be, that fathers and mothers ſhould 
not give a partial preference to any one of their children. 
'That brothers ought not to endeavour to circumvent each 
other ; that the practice of deceit and falſhood, even from 
pious motives, will caſt an odium upon the beſt characters; 
and that parents ſhould not entice their children into ſin; nor 
children yield to their parents* perſuaſions, when their own 
conſciences tell them, that by doing fo they will offend God. 

Wehavenot, like the Patriarchs, particular revelations con- 
cerning the future proſperity of our deſcendants; but a title 
to the Ewerlafling Covenant has been purchaſed for us, and for 
our children. —— The means to ſecure this title are propoſed 
in the Scriptures; therefore, inſtead of endeavouring, with a 
too anxious folicitude for their avorldly intereſt, to do the 
work of Divine Providence in their behalf, let us inſtil into 
their minds leſſons of piety, and accuſtom them to ſtudy the 
oracles of God as the beſt rules of moral conduct; then will 
they be upright and fincere in all their words and actions, and 


affectionately. united to each other, and the Lord Himſelf. 


will beſtow on them his choiceſt biefings, both temporal and 
eternal. 
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ISAAC BLESSETH JACOB, AND SENDETH HIM T6 
PADAN-ARAM. 


ND Efau hated Jacob, becauſe of the bleſſing 

vrherewith his father bleſſed him: and Eſau 

laid in his heart, The 2 of mourning for my ta- 
ther are at hand, then will I lay my brother Jacob. 


And theſe words of Eſau her elder ſon were told 


to Rebekah: and ſhe ſent and called Jacob her young- 
er fon, and ſaid unto him, Behold, thy brother 
Efau as touching thee doſt comfort himſelf, pur- 
poling to kill thee. 

Now, therefore, my ſon, obey my voice, and 
ariſe, flee thou to Laban my brother, to Haran: 
and tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's 
fury turn away; until thy brother's anger turn away 
from thee, and he forget that which thou haſt done 
to him: then I will ſend and fetch thee from thence: 
why ſhould I be deprived allo of you both in one 
day? 

And Rebekah {aid to Iſaac, I am weary of my 
life, becauſe of the daughters of Heth: if jacob 
take a wife of the daughters of Heth, ſuch as theſe 
Which are of the daughters of the land, what good 

ſhall my life do me ? 
20 And 
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And Iſaac called Jacob, and bleſſed him, and 
charged him, and ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt not 
take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. | 

Ariſe, go to Padan-aram, ta the houſe of Be- 
thuel thy mother's father; and take thee a wife 
from thence of the daughters of Laban thy mo- 
ther's brother, 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 


Ve obſerved in the laſt ſection, that had the BLESSING, 
which was the object of contention between the two bro- 
thers, been a per/onal one, Eſau deſerved to loſe it; and the 
ſame may be ſaid in reſpect to Jacob, who ſoon found to his 
forrow, that thoſe honours, which are purchaſed at the ex- 
pence of ſincerity and truth, cannot be enjoyed with tran- 
quility of mind. Inſtead of being treated as the keir of the 


promiſes, he was obliged, in order to fave his life, to leave 


his native home, forſake his aged father, and tear himſelf 
from the arms of his indulgent mother, — He, who had been 


accuſtomed from his infancy to a quiet domeſtic life, was 


under the neceſſity of undertaking a long fatiguing journey 
of 450 miles, without a fingle attendant to direct his ſteps, 
or ſoothe his ſorrows, He was even deſtitute of the means 
of ſubfiſtence for any length of time. He could not requelt 
his father to give him a younger ſon's portion; and beſides, 
Iſaac was led to believe, that Jacob undertook the journey 
merely in ſearch of a wife; neither could Jacob carry any 
great ſtock of proviſions with him. He was indeed going 
to his mother's relations; but many misfortunes might be- 


fal him by the way; and it was probable they would not 


receiye him, or grant him a ſettlement among them. He 
had 
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had no flocks or herds to begin the world with ; nor do we 
read that he was ſkilled, like Iſhmael, in the uſe of the bow 
and arrows. From theſe circumſtances it is evident, that, 
in reſpect to his own immediate happineſs, it would have 
been better for Jacob, at that time, to have lived in a ſub. 
ordinate rank to his brother. 

An equal puniſhment fell upon Rebekah; for we may 
eaſily conceive that ſhe ſuffered extreme diſtreſs of min 
at firſt, from the apprehenſion that Eſau would actually kill 
Jacob; and afterwards, from being obliged to part with 
the object of her tendereſt affections. 

Here appears then no pariiality in the diſpenſations of 
Providence, in reſpect to the two brothers; for Jacob was 
immediately puniſhed, by being launched into the wide 
world to'ſeck his fortune; and Eſau left without a rival, 


to enjoy all the comforts and advantages, which the pater- 


nal roof afforded. 

The threat which Fſau threw out againſt Jacob, was, in 
all probability, uttered while he was under violent pertur- 
bation of mind, occaſioned by his diſappointment of the pa- 
ternal blefling ; for it does not appear that he made any 
actual attempt to take away his brother's life, or that he re- 
tained his hatred. | 

Rebekah took a very prudent ſtep, in ſending Jacob to 
her own relations; and is not to be blamed for the excuſe 
ſhe made for doing fo; becauſe the defire that he ſhould marry 
in her family, was doubtleſs oe of her reaſons for wiſhing 
him to go thither; and had ſhe told the aukole truth to her 
huſband, while he was in ſuch a weak ſtate of health, it 
might have occaſioned his death; at leaſt it would have 
. raiſed his anger againſt Eſau, and there is no knowing what 
bad conſequences might have enſued to all parties. 

We may eaſily conceive, from the general character of 
Jacob, that his heart was overwhelmed with affliction, when 
8 | he 
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hne found, that he muſt leave all his tender connections be- 
hind him; and though the Sacred Hiſtorian is ſilent in this 
particular, it 1s moſt likely that he felt contrition for the 


part he had acted. 


The prayer which Iſaac offered up, when he diſmiſſed 


Jacob, thews, that he was ſatisfied his paternal bleſſing had 
been beſtowed agreeably to the Divine will; and we may 
* alſo underſtand from it, that this bleſſing included every 


particular contained in the original bleſſing, beſtowed by 


the LoRD on Abraham *—This was the portion Jacob had 
F {o ſolicitouſly ſought for, and with this he was contented, 
lle aſked for no proviſion from his father; but taking his 
; faff in his hand +, he bade adieu to his native home, and 
committed himſelf to the care of that Gop, whoſe promiſes 
he firmly believed. 


Eſau, by degrees, became ſenfble of his errors. A re- 
cent inſtance had convinced him of his folly in ſelling his 
virth-right. He next repented that he had diſpleaſed his 
father, by marrying idolatrous women; and endeavoured 
to repair his fault by taking another wife, who he thought 
would he more agreeable to him: = but his repentance 
availed nothing; nor indeed would a conduct the reverſe of 


that xhich he had purſued, have made any difference in reſpect 


to that peculiar bleſſing, in conſequence of which, one 
branch of Abraham's family was to be ſeparated to the 


Lob in an extraordinary manner; and from whom ſhould 
EY deſcend the promiſed ſeed of the Woman, to bleſs all the fa- 


milies of the earth, by redeeming them from the curſe pro- 


* nounced on mankind after the fall, Duft thou art, and unto 


| duft ſhalt thou return. 


We are left to make our own reflections on this part of 


b Sacred Hiſtory; and, therefore, are at liberty to approve 


er condemn, as our reaſon, apd the knowledge we have 


* Gen. xii. 2, 3. + Sen. xxxii. 10. | 
acquired 
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acquired from other parts of Divine revelation, ſhall ſug- 
geſt, | 

There is ſomething ſo very unnatural in hating a brother, 
that no provocation can juſtify it to the common feelings of 
humanity : and we learn, from the inſtance of Cain, that if 
carried to ſuch a height as to end in murder, it 1s highly 
provoking to Gop, Happily for Eſau, he was prevented 
by Jacob's flight from executing the wicked purpoſe he had 
formed : or what would have been the ſufferings of a mind 
like his, ſubject to tranſports of vehement paſſions, had he 
actually killed his brother? Every one, therefore, ſhould 
endeavour to ſtrengthen themſelves againſt temptation to ſo 
horrid a fin, by cheriſhing tender affection for thoſe who 
ſtand in ſo near a degree of relation to them; and ſhould 
accuſtom themſelves to have as great a regard for the inte- 
reſt and proſperity of their brothers and ſiſters, as for their 
own, Abraham gives an example of this, in his behaviour 
to Lot, who was only his nephew. —— Let there be no flirife, 
ſaid he, betawveen me and thee, are we not BRETHREN? Tt 
is eaſy to (ee, that had Jacob and Eſau atted upon this prin- 
ciple, neither of them would have had a deſire of circum- 
venting the other; but each would have left the affair of the 
birth-right to be determined by the will of Heaven, 

When family diſputes ariſe to ſo unfortunate a height, 
that there is no proſpect of effecting a reconciliation, pru- 
dence requires, that mothers ſhould, like Rebekah, endea- 
vour to ſeparate the contending parties; and conceal, as 
far as poſſible, from each of them, every thing that may 


have a tendency to encreaſe their animoſities. The quar- | 

rels of their children are among the things which a wife may | 
forbear to reveal to her huſband ; in caſes where his inter- | 
poſition is not likely to be of uſe; and when the knowledge | 
of them will only add to his cares, and perhaps ſhorten hi? 


days with ſorrow. 


Every 


3 Nr Is WO 
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Every perſon, who feels a conviction of mind that a mea- 
ſure, which they wiſh to purſue, is contrary to the re- 
| vealed will of God, ſhould immediately, like Iſaac, change 
| their purpoſe, and perſevere in their known duty on all fu- 
ture occaſions. And whoever is conſcious that he has acted 
* wrong, by endeavouring to anticipate Providence, ſhould, 
like Jacob, acquieſce in the natural conſequences of his 
precipitation, and arm his mind with patience to endure the 
worlt that can befal him. 


y 
4 


eir | 
our | AND Jacob went out from Beer-ſheba, and 
iſe, went toward Haran. f 
It And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried 0 
rin- there all night, becauſe the ſun was ſet: and he took 
um- of the ſtones of that place, and put them for his ; 
25 billows, and lay down in that place to ſleep. 
ht, 1 And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder ſet upon J 
fg 4 the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven : and . 
dea- behold the angels of Gop aſcending, and deſcending 4 
„ as on it. | Dons þ 
. f And behold the Lox D ſtood above it, and ſaid, I F 
oy” am the Loxp Gop of Abraham thy father, and the | 
5 of 4 Jop of Iſaac: the land whereon thou lieſt, to thee g 
edge will J give it, and to thy ſeed. ; 
his And thy ſeed ſhall be as the duſt of the earth; 
and thou ſhalt ſpread abroad to the weſt, and to the 
very 5 | | Eat, 
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eaſt, and to the north, and to the ſouth: and in 
thee, and in thy ſeed, ſhall all the families of the 
earth be bleſſed. 

And behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee 
in all places whither thou goeſt, and will bring thee 
again into this land : for I will not leave thee, until 
I have done that which I have ſpoken to thee of. 

And Jacob waked out of his ſleep, and he ſaid, 
Surely the LoRD is in this place; and I knew it 
not. „ 

And he was afraid, and ſaid, How dreadful is this 
place] this is none other but the houſe of Gop, 
and this is the gate of heaven. 

And Jacob roſe up early in the morning, and 
took the None that he had put for his pillows, and 
ſet it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of 
And he called the name of that place Beth-el : 
but the name of that city was called Luz at the 
m. 5 * 

And Jacob vowed a vow, ſaying, If Gop will be 
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, 
and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put 
on; ſo that I come again to my father's houſe in 
peace: then ſhall the LoxD be my Gov. 

And this ſtone, which J have ſet for a pillar, ſhall 
be Gop's houſe: and of all that thou ſhalt give me, 
I will ſurely give the tenth unto thee. 


ANNO- 


JO. 
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ANNOTATIONS AupDP REFLECTIONS. 


Though it is not expreſsly mentioned, there is great rea- 
ſon to believe, from Jacob's habitual piety, and the favour 
which was. ſhewed him by the Lokb, that he implored Di— 
vine forgiveneſs for yielding to 'the temptations, which 
fond mother had inconſiderately thrown in his way; and 


that he profeſſed a firm faith in the predictions which his 


ſather, by Divine inſpiration, had pronounced, 

Jacob now experienced a great change in his condi- 
tion. Inſtead of enjoying the endearing ſociety of a ten- 
der parent, and ail the accommodations of- domeſtic life, 
to which he, who had-ever dwelt in tents ®, was accuſtom- 
ed, he found himſelf alone, weary and benighted, in a 
place which afforded him no ſheiter from the cold air, 
nor any bed but the hard ground ; fo that he may be ſaid to 
have had no earthly comfort: yet we do not nnd that he 
murmured at his lot, or gave up his mind to deſpondeney; 
on the contrary, he with great compoſure, placed a ftore 
for his pillow, and laid down to ſleep; from whence we may 


reaſonably infer, that he relied on the mercy and gcodneſs 


of Gon. | | 

The dream, which Jacob had at this time, was of a ſimi- 
lar nature with that which Abraham had, when the Lorp 
made a covenant with him +; and we find that he regarded 
it as an evident manifeſtation of the Divinz PRESENCE, It 
was indeed a vie, like thoſe afterwards ſeen by the Jewiſh 


Prophets , in which, repreſentations were made to the 


mind, by the miraculous power of God, without the uſual 
inſtruments of ſight, 


Sen. xxv. 27. / Gen xv. 18; or Section 17 
1 Iſaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and St. John, 


I > The 
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The ladder * which Jacob beheld, may be underſtood 1% 
an emblematical ſenſe, Its being ſet on the earth, ſeems 
to denote the ſteadineſs of Providence, which no created 
being is able to unſettle. Its reaching up to Heaven to fig- 
nify, its univerſality or extenſion to all things, The ſever] 
ſteps of the ladder may be regarded as the motions and ac- 
tions of Providence. The Angels going up and down, as 
the great miniſters of Providence, never idle, but conſtantly 
executing the Divine will, either in heaven or on earth, 
The Lorn on the top evidently denotes, that He is the vi: 
ſible image of the inviſible Gop, overlooking, governing, and 


preſerving all things; and it is to be obſerved, that the Lozd . 
was, in this viſion, eminently diſtinguiſhed from the Ange- 


lic Hot; and that He declared Himſelf to be the Gop of 
Abraham and Iſaac, that is to fay, the AL MIGHTY GO. 

In reſpett to Jacob, this dream was particularly calculated 
to furniſh his mind with hope and comfort againſt the various 
turns of fortune, which it would be his fate to experience. 
The promiles conveyed to him in the paternal benediction, 
were, as we have already remarked, zatiznal, and related to 
his poflerity. At this time the Lord graciouſly vouchſafed 
to promiſe him perſonal bleſſings. Though theſe promiſes 
were made while the powers of his body were ſulpended, 
Jacob doubted not. the reality of them; but conſidered the 
ſpot on which he flept, as ſan#ifed by the Drivixs PrE- 
SENCE, like thoſe on which Gop had appeared to Abraham 
and Iſaac, where we may ſuppoſe theſe faithful ſervants fre- 
quently aſſembled their houſeholds and dependants, before 
any buildings were erected for public worſhip. | 

No wonder that Jacob was ſo ſenſibly affected with awe 
and reverence, by the glorious ſcenes that were preſented to 
lis mind's eye, and that he fancied himſelf at the gate of heaven! 


See Stackhouſe on the Bible. + Gen. xvii. 1; or Section 19. 


He 


— V3 


JAC O B's DREAM. WY |. 


He ſeems to have conceived, that the LORD was graciouſly 
entering into a perſonal covenant with him, in addition to 
that which concerned his poſterity ; and he was ſo well ac- 
quainted with the principles of religion, that he knew the 
Divine promiſes were conditional, and required ſomething to 
be done on his part; therefore, without waiting for the Pi- 
wine command, he voluntarily promiſed, in the molt ſolemn 
manner, that if it ſhould pleaſe Gop to grant him but ſuch 
a moderate ſupply of the neceſſaries of life, as would fuitain 
nature; give him an opportunity of returning to his father's 
houſe, and bleſs him with the means of ſhewing his gratitude, 
he would honour the Lord as his Gop, in the way his fa- 
thers had done; commemorate the Divine goodnels at that 
place; and make a willing offering of the increaie of his fub- 
ſtance for religious uſes. 

There is ſomething in Jacob's vow peculiarly modeſt, and 
ſuitable to the condition of a man, who poſſeſſed nothing of 
his own at that time, but depended entirely on the bounty 
of heaven for a future ſupply. | 

It will appear, that Jacob conſidered the Lore as his 
Gop, from this inan; and that he never gave himſelf up 
to idolatrous practices, in the midſt of his fevereit trials, 

The ceremony which Jacob obſerved, of pouring ci! on 


the ſtone which had been his pillow, fgnifed, conſecration. 


of it to Gop. As the Lonp permitted this at, we may 
conclude, that he prevented the ſtone from being taken 
away; and that it remained there, to put Jacob in mind of 
nis vow; and likewiſe to keep up the remembrance of it 
among his deſcendants, 

This ſectien affords a ſtiiking proof, that Gop's parti- 
cular Providence watches over liis ſervants; that He is 
about their bed, and about their path, and ſpieth out all 
their ways “; that He has compaſſion on their infirmities, 
and ſupports their minds under difficult circumſtances, 

* Pf. xxxix. 2. 
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The Lokp, in his vifion to Jacob, declared, that IIe 1s 
really Gop ; let us, therefore, acknowledge and worſhip 
Him as ſuch, and implore His protection at all times, par- 
ticularly when we are under the neceſſity of taking perilous 
fourneys.-TIf it is our fate to leave our native country, and 
travel to a land where the Logp is either not known, cr 
worſhipped in a ſuperſtitious manner, let us not ſuppoſe, 
that He is not there; for as He was with Jacob in all places, 
fo will He be with every one that honours His holy name, 
and wiſhes for communion with Him.—The Loo, it is 
true, has not actually made a perſonal covenant with us, as 
He did with Jacob; but we have, as a zation, a ſhare with 
the reſt of ihe families of the earth, in the Everlaſiing Cowe- 
zant ; and, from Gop's promiſes to the Patriarchs, we may 
underſtand, what ind of bleſſings He will beſtow on indi- 
<iduals, who adhere ta Him; for He is 29 reſpecter of per- 
fons, 2 

All Chriſtians, like Jacob, have a painful pilgrimage to 
perform on earth; but if they continue ſteadfaſt in the ſer- 
vice of the Lok b, He will ſuſtain them with food, and rai- 
ment, and comfort them with the hopes of finally enjoying 

peace in their father's houſe, even in the manſions of eternity. 
The painful conflicts and viciſſitudes of life, ſhall, like Ja- 
cob's ladder, prove ſteps to conduct them to that bleſſed 
abode, in which the Lord diſplays the glory of the ineffable 
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Jacob HIRES HIMSELF TO LABAN, AND MARRIES 
LEAH AND RACHEL, 


HEN Jacob went on his journey, and came into 

the land of the pcople of the eat. And he 

looked, and behold, a well in the field, and lo, there 

vere three flocks of ſheep lying by it: for out of that 

well they watered the flocks : and a great ſtone was 
upon the well's mouth. 

And thither were all the locks gathered: and 

they rolled the ſtone from the well's mouth, and 
watered the ſheep, and put the ſtone again upon the 
well's mouth in his place. 

And Jacob ſaid unto them, My brethren, whence 
be ye? and they ſaid, Of Haran are we. And he 
ſaid unto them, Kno ye Laban the ſon of Nahor ? 
and they ſaid, We know him. 

And he faid unto them, Is he well? and they ſaid, 


He is well: and behold Rachel his daughter cometh 


with the ſheep. 
And he ſaid, Lo, it is yet hich day, neither is it 


time that the cattle ſhould be gathered together: 


water ye the ſheep, and go and feed them. 
And they ſaid, We cannot until all the flocks be 


gathered together, and till they roll the ſtorie from 


the well's mouth ; then we water the ſheep. 
12 And 
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And while he yet ſpake with them, Rachel came 
with her father's ſheep : for ſhe kept them. 
And it came to paſs when Jacob ſaw Rachel the 
daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the 
ſheep of Laban his mother's brother ; that Jacob 
went near, and rolled the ſtone from the well's 
mouth; and watered the flock of Laban his mother's 
brother. | 

and Jacob kiſſed Rachel, and lifted up his voice 
and wept. And Jacob told Rachel that he was her 
father's brother, and that he was Rebekah's fon: 
and the ran and told her father. 

And it came to pals, when Laban heard the tid- 
ings of Jacob his fiſter's fon, that he ran to meet 
him, and embraced him and kiſſed him, and brought 
him to his houſe, and he told Laban all theſe things. 

And Laban faid to him, Surely thou art my bone 
and my fleſh, And he abode with him the ſpace of 
2 month. | 

And Laban faid unto Jacob, Becauſe thou art my 
brother, ſhouldeſt thou therefore ſerve me for nought? 
tell me what ſhall thy wages be? 

And Laban had two daughters: the name of the 
elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was 
Rachel. Leah was tender-eyed : but Rachel was 
beautifui and well-fayoured. . 

And Jacob loved Rachel; and ſaid, I will ſerve 
thee ſeven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. 
And Laban faid, It is better that I give her to thee, 

| than 


DECEIVED BY LABAN. 155 
than that I ſhould give her to another man: abide 
with me. And Jacob ſerved ſeven years for Rachel ; 
and they ſeemed unto him but a few days, for the 
love he had to her. 

And Jacob ſaid unto Laban, Give me my wife 
for my days are fulfilled. And Lavzn gathered to- 
gether all the -men of the place, and made a feaſt, 
And it came to pals in the evening, that he took 
Leah his daughter, and brought her unto him. 

And Jacob ſaid unto him, What is this thou haſt 
done unto me? did I not ſerve thee for Rache! ? 
wherefore then haſt thou beguiled me? 

And Laban faid, It muſt not be fo done in our 
country, to give the younger before the firlt-born, 

Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this alſo, 
for the ſervice which thou ſhalt ſerve with me yet ſe- 


ven other years. 


And Jacob did ſo, and he gave him Rachel his 
daughter to wife alſo. 
And Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah, and 


ſerved with him yet ſeven other years. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS 


Animated by the divine promiſes, .Jacob was encouraged 


to purſue his journey; for he now knew, as a certainty, that 


he was under the particular protection of PROVIDENCE, 


. Conſidering the circumſtances which Jacob was in, we can- 


not wonder that he felt ſuch extraordinary emotions of joy 


as drew tears from his eyes, when he found in his mother's 


family, a woman ſo agreeable to his wiſhes. 
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17:5 RACHEL's IMPATIENCE, 


It appears that Jacob did not remain an idle gueſt in his 
uncle's houſe, but endeavoured to make himſelf as uſeful as 
poſſible ; but juſtice required, that as he was deſtitute of a 
proviſion, and earned more than his maintenance coſt, he 
ſhould have wages, 

It was at that time a cuſtom in contracting marriages, that 
as the wite brought a portion to her huſband, he ſhould make 
ſome preſent to her friends in return. Jacob therefore being 
deſtitute of money, offered to his uncle ſeven years ſervice, 
which was equivalen* to a large ſum. Why he did not ra- 
ther ſend to his father for a ſupply, the Scripture does not 
mention; but it is likely that Jacob having received ſur 
gracious promiſes from God, thought it incumbent on him to 
depend upon the bleting of Providence, on his own labours, 
rather than to aſk aſſiſtance from his friends: and Iſaac 
might be reſtrained from providing for him (as Abraham was 

in the caſe of Iſhmael,) by a Divine command. 

From his example in working for Laban, we are inſtructed, 
that the beſt way for perſons in neceſſity to enſure a wel- 
come among relations, is to endeavour to be uſeful to them. 
The treachery of Laban needs no comment, The cuſtom of 
having a plurality of wives, prevailed generally in that part 
of the world, and Jacob did not know it was wrong to com- 
y with it, 


SECT; Wr 
HisToRY oF JACOB CONTINUED. 


A”? when the Logp ſaw that Jacob hated 
Leah, he gave her children, but Rachel had 
none, and Rachel envied her ſiſter, and faid unto 

Jacob, give me children, or elſe I die. [2 
And Jacob's anger was kindled againſt Rachel, 
and he faid, Am I in Gop's ſtead, who hath with- 
held 
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held children from thee? And Gop remembered 
Rachel, and Gop hearkened to her, and ſhe bare a 
ſon, and ſhe called his name Joſeph. | 

And Jacob had two other wives, Bilhah the hand- 
maid of Rachel, and Zilpah the handmaid of Leah, 
and they alſo bare children. 

And it came to paſs, when Rachel had borne 
Joſeph, that Jacob ſaid unto Laban, Send me 
away, that I may go unto mine own place, and to my 
country. 

Give me my wives and my 1 for whom 1 
have ſerved thee, and let me go: for thou knoweſt 

ny ſervice which I have done thee. 

And Laban faid unto him, I pray thee, if I have 
found favour in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned 
by experience, that the Log» hath bleſſed me for thy 
ſake, 

And he faid, appoint me thy wages, and I will 
give it, 

And he ſaid unto him, Thou knoweſt how I have 
ſerved thee, and how thy cattle was with me. 

For it was little which thou hadit before I came, 
and it is now increafed unto a multitude ; and the 


LoRD hath bleſſed thee ſince my coming: and no- 


when thail I provide for mine own houſe alſo? 
And he faid, What ſhall 1 give thee? and Jacob 


_ faid, Thou ſhalt not give me any thing: if thou wilt 


do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep thy 


I 5 I will 
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[ will paſs through all thy flock to-day, removing 
from thence all the ſpeckled and ſpotted cattle, and all 
the brown cattle among the ſheep, and the ſpotted and 
ſpeckled among the goats: and of ſuch thall be my 
hire. 

So ſhall my righteouſneſs anſwer for me in time to 
come, when it ſhall come for my hire before thy face : 
every one that is not ſpeckled and ſpotted among the 
goats, and brown among the ſheep, that ſhall be 
accounted ſtolen with me. 

And Laban faid, Behold, I would it might be ac- 
cording to thy word. 

And he removed that day the he--goats that were 
ring-ſtraked and ſpotted, and all the ſhe-goats that 
were ſpeckled and ſpotted, and every one that had 
ſome white in it, and all the brown among the ſheep, 
and gave them into the hand of his ſons. 

And he ſet three days journey betwixt himſelf and 
Jacob: and Jacob fed the reſt of Laban's flocks. 

And it came to paſs, that the flocks brought forth 
1 cattle, ring-ſtraked, ſpeckled, and ſpotted. 
| And the man increaſed exceedingly, and had much 
| cattle, and maid-fervants, and men- ſervants, and 
camels, and aſſes. 1 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


We here find, that ſoon after Jacob's ſettlement in Meſopo- 
tamia, the Divine promiſes began to operate. An encreaſe 
of family gave him a proſpect of the accompliſhment of that 


* part 


1 2 


. 


JACOB's INTEGRITY. _ 


part'of the covenant by which he was taught to expect, that 
a great nation would proceed from im; and without doubt he 
placed his dependance on the promiſed ſeed ariſing among it. 

It was a very heavy diſappointment to Rachel, that ſhe was 
not likely to ſhare the honour which ſuch a numerous pro- 
geny would bring on her huſband ; yet he juſtly reproved her 
impatience under it, becauſe c/uldren are an heritage and 
gift that cometh of the LORD ; and to murmur at his with- 
holding them, is ſinful “. 

Jacob having, as we may conclude, fully completed his 
laſt ſeven years, was naturally deſirous of returning into his 
own country ; and having, beſides, a large family to ſupport, 
ne cannot wonder that he ſhould wiſh to have ſomething of 
his own, rather than continue to live in a ſtate of depend - 
ance with a mercenary maſter, | 

Jacob had a right to expect that Laban would now give 
nim ſome portion with his daughters, as he had found ſach 
advantages from his connection with him, 

The terms which Jacob made with Laban, appear very 
reaſonable z and we mult conſider the great encreaſe of thoſe 
kinds of cattle, goats and ſheep, which he fixed upon, en- 
tirely as an act of Providence; for Jacob could not foreſee 
that there would be fo great a proportion of ring ſtraked, 
&c. neither was it in his power by any human heart to make 
one hair of them white or black + ft. 


\ 


* Pſalm cxxvii. 3. + Matt. v. 36. | 

I As Jacob's conduct in reſpect to peeling the rods (which I have 
omitted) has the appearance of artifice, it may be proper to remark, that 
it is moſt likely he was required to do this, in order to exoreſs his faith 
in Gop, by whoſe ſuggeſtion he had fixed upon the cattle, that were 
ſpeckled, &c. By this ſign then he may be underſtood to have teſfiſied 
his firm belief, that the Lok D was able to make cattie produce young 
ones of any colours, and that he certainly would make Latin's have 
ſpeekled ones, fince He had directed Jacob to name ſuch for his wages. 
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The extraordinary bleſſing which followed Jacob's ſervices, 
might be intended partly to encourage his faith in the Divine 
promiſes; and parily to point him out to the wore as a man 
peculiarly favoured by the LoRD. 

We learn from this Section, that it is good policy to employ 
in our domeſtic concerns, perſons of piety and integrity, 
Such people acting from principle, will be anxious to make 


nary courſe of Providence to ſend a bleſſing on their labours. 


HCC; . 


JAcoB DEPARTETH FROM MESOPOTAMIA., 


AX? Jacob heard the words of Laban's ſons, 
ſaying, Jacob hath taken away all that was 
our father's; and of that which was our father's 
hath he gotten all this glory. 9 5 
And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and 
behold, it was not toward him as before. 
And the Lorp ſaid unto Jacob, Return unto the 
„ land of thy fathers, and to by kindred : and I will 


1 be with thee, 
i And Jacob ſent and called Rachel and Leah to 
1 | the field unto his flock, and ſaid unto them, I ſee 


| your father's countenance, that it is not toward me 
[ | as before: but the Gop of my father hath been 
il with me. | 5 

And ye know that with all my power I have 
ſerved your father: and your father hath deceived 


their righteouſneſs or fidelity appear, and perhaps it is the ordi- 
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me, and changed my wages ten times: but Gop 
| ſuffered him not to hurt me, | 
If he ſaid thus, The ſpeckled ſhall be thy wages; 
then all the cattle bare ſpeckled : and if he ſaid thus, 
The ring-ſtraked ſhall be thy hire; then bare all the 
cattle ring-ſtraked, Thus Gop hach taken away 
the cattle of your father, and given them to me. 

And it came to paſs, that the Angel of Gop 
ſpake unto me in a dream, ſaying, Jacob; and I 
ſaid, Here am I; and he ſaid, I am the Gop of 
Beth-el, where thou anointedſt the pillar, and where 
thou vowedſt a vow unto me: now ariſe, get thee 
out from this land, and return unto the land of thy 
kindred. | 

And, Rachel and Leah anſwered, and ſaid unto 
him, Is there yet any portion or inheritance for us 
in our father's houſe? Are we not counted of him 
ſtrangers? for he hath fold us, and hath quite de- 
voured allo our money. For all the riches which 
” Gop hath taken from our father, that is ours and 
E our children's: now then whatſoever Gop hath ſaid 
unto thee, do, 5 

Then Jacob roſe up, and ſet his ſons and his 
wives upon camels; and he carried away all his cat- 
dle, and all his goods which he had gotten, the cat- 
tle of his getting, which he had gotten in Padan- 
aram; for to go to Iſaac his father in the land of 
Canaan, 5 
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And Laban went to fhear his ſheep : and Rachel 
had ſtolen the images that were her father's. And 
Jacob ſtole away unawares to Lahan the Syrian, in 
that he told him not that he fled. So he fled with 
all that he had, and he roſe up, and paſſed over the 
river, and ſet his face toward the mount Gilead. 

And it was told Laban on the third day that Ja- 
cob was fied : and he took his brethren with him, 
and purſued after him ſeven day's journey; and they 
overtook him in the mount Gilead, 


And Gop came to Laban the Syrian in a dream 


by night, and ſaid unto him, Take heed that thou 


| ſpeak not to Jacob either good or bad. 


Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had 


pitched his tent in the mount : and Laban with his 


brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead. And 
Laban faid to Jacob, What haſt thou done, that 
thou haſt ſtolen away unawares to me, and carried 
away my daughters as captives taken with the 
ſword ? . 

Wherefore didſt thou flee away ſecretly, and ſteal 
away from me? and didſt not tell me, that I might 
have ſent thee away with mirth, and with ſongs, 
with tabret, and with harp? _ 

And haſt not ſuffered me to kiſs my ſons and my 


daughters? thou haſt now done fooliſhly in ſo do- 


ing. It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt: 
but the Gop of your father ſpake unto me yeſter- 
night, ſaying, Take thou heed that thou ſpeak not 


to Jacob either good or bad, . 


JACOB's EXPOSTULATION. 18; 


And now though thou wouldeſt needs be gone, 
becauſe thou ſore longedſt after thy father's houſe; 
yet wherefore haſt thou ſtolen my gods: 

And Jacob anſwered and faid to Laban, Becauſe 
[ was afraid: for I ſaid, Peradventure thou wouldeſt 
take by force thy daughters from me. 

With whomſoever thou findeſt thy gods, let him 
not live: before our brethren diſcern thou what 1s 
thine with me, and take it to thee: for Jacob knew 
not that Rachel had ſtolen them. 

And Laban 'went into Jacob's tent, and into 
Leah's tent, and into the two-maid ſervan's tents ; 
but he found them not. Then went he out of 
Leah's tent, and entered into Rachel's tent, 

Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them 
in the camel's furniture, and ſat upon them: and 
Laban ſearched all the tent, but found them not. 

And Jacob was wroth, and chode with Laban : 
and Jacob anſwered, and faid to Laban, What is my 
treſpaſs? what is my fin, that thou halt fo hotly 
_ purſued after me? 

Whereas thou haſt abe all my tuff, what 
haſt thou found of all thy houſhold ſtuff ? ſet 1t here 
before my brethren and thy brethren, that they may 
judge betwixt us both. 

Theſe twenty years have I been with thee; thy 
ewes and thy ſhe-goats have not caſt their young, 
and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten, 


That 


and they did cat there upon the heap. And La- 
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That which was torn of beaſts, I brought not 
unto thee : I bare the loſs of it; of my hand didſt 
thou require it, whether ſtolen by day, or ſtolen by 
night. | | 

Thus I was, in the day the drought conſumed me, 
and the froit by — ; and my ſleep departed from 
mine eyes. 

Thus have I been twenty years in thy houſe: I 
ſerved thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and 
ſix years for thy cattle: and thou haſt changed my 
wages ten times, 

Except the Gop of my father, the Gop of Abra- 
ham, and the fear of Ifaac had been with me, ſurely 
thou hadſt ſent me away now empty. Gop hath 
ſeen mine affliction, and the labour of my hands, 
and rebuked thee yeſternight. 

And Laban anſwered and faid unto Jacob, Theſe 
daughters are my daughters, and theſe children are 
my children, and theſe cattle are my cattle, and all 
that thou ſeeſt is mine: and what can I do this day 
unto theſe my daughters, or unto their children 
which they have born ? 

Now therefore come thou, let us make a cove- 
nant, I and thou; and let it be for a witneſs be- 
tween me and thee, | | 

And Jacob took a ſtone, and ſet it up for a pil- 
lar. And Jacob ſaid unto his brethren, Gather 
ſtones ; and they took ſtones, and made an heap ; 


ban 
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ban called it Jegar-ſahadutha: but Jacob called it { 
Galeed : and Laban faid, "This heap is a witneſs be- z 
tween me and thee this day ; therefore was the name 
of it called Galeed : and Mizpah ; for he ſaid, Ihe 
LorD watch between me and thee, when we are 
abſent one from another. b 

If chou ſhalt afflict my daughters, or if thou ſhalt 
take other wives beſides my daughters, no man is 
with us; See, Gop is witneſs betwixt me and thee. 

nd Laban faid to Jacob, Behold this heap, and 
behold this pillar, which I have caſt betwixt me and 
thee. This heap be witneſs, and this pillar be wit- 
neſs, that I will not paſs over this heap to thee, and 
that thou ſhalt not paſs over this "uy and this pil- 
lar unto me, for harm. 

The Gop of Abraham and the Gon of Nahor, 
the Gop of their father, judge betwixt us. 

And Jacob ſware by the fear of his father Iſaac. 
Then Jacob offered ſacrifice upon the mount, and 
called his brethren to eat bread: and they did eat 
bread, and tarried all night in the mount. 

And early in the morning Laban roſe up, and 

kiſſed his ſons and his daughters, and bleſſed them: 
and Laban departed, and returned unto his place. 
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There is ſomething ſo uncomfortable in living among re- 
lations, who are jealous and envious, that Jacob's deſire 
of leaving Meſonotamia, in order to be out of the way of 
Laban and his ſons, appears very natural, 

We 
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We find, that they ſet no account by his own labour; 
but, becauſe he had grown rich while connected with them, 
ſuppoſed every thing he poſſeſſed to belong to Laban ; but 
in ſaying, that Jacob had taken away all that was their fa- 
ther's, they accuſed him unjuſtly ; for we read in a former 
ſection, that when Jacob ſettled with his father-in-law the 
terms of his hire, a ſeparation was made of all Laban's cat- 
tle, and the white ones only were committed to his care; 
the others were given into the hands of Laban's ſons, and 
removed three days journey from Jacob's charge. Accord- 
ing to this agreement, Laban had no property m any that 
proceeded from theſe flocks and herds, unleſs they were 
white alſo; for the cattle, &c. that were ſpeckled or flraked, 
were allotted to Jacob, as a conſideration for the time he 
ſpent in Laban's ſervice, and therefore, were as juſtly his 
property, as if he had purchaſed them with money. 

We find, from Jacob's complaints to his wives, as well as 
from his ſubſequent expoſtulations with Laban, that he had 
conducted himſelf with the ſtricteſt equity; and, in order 
to ſatisfy his father-in-law, had ſubmitted to a change of 
wages every time the cattle bore young ones, which, in that 
country, was twice a year. A moſt unpleaſant life ſurely 
had Jacob! toiling and flaving night and day, expoſed to 
all the inclemencies of the weather, and fretted with the 
diſcontent of thoſe for whom he had acquired great wealth, 
but who nevertheleſs could not bear to ſee him making any 


. proviſion for his own increaſing family, Yet all this did he 


patiently endure, till the Loxp expreſsly called him to re- 
turn into his own country ; for he conſidered himſelf as heir 
to the promiſes, and, as ſuch, entirely at Gop's diſpoſal, 

It is obſervable, that, in the dream which Jacob related 
to his wives, he was reminded of the covenant which Gop. 
made with him at Bethel, and of his own vow. The Lorp 
had been with him, had given him “ food to eat, and rai- 
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ment to put on,” and was now about to conduct him “e to 
his father's houſe in peace;” it was therefore his duty to 
obey the Divine ſummons, and to fulfil his part of the cove- 
nant, which till now he had no opportunity of doing. 
Jacob's wives ſeem to have been ſharers with him in the 
uneaſineſs he ſuffered from the diſcontent of their father and 
brethren. The change which was effected in Laban's mind, 
when he was purſuing Jacob with purpoſes of vengeance, 


verifies the royal Pſalmiſt's words, who ſays, Surely the 


avrath of man ſrall praiſe thee; the remainder of wrath ſhalt 
thou refirain *.” This ſeaſonable interpoſition of Divine 
Providence, was an inſtance of Gop's favour to Jacob in 
particular, but proved a inercy to all parties; for had not 


the wrath of Laban been reſtrained, there would have been 


a dreadful conteſt, when he and his ſons overtook the fugi- 
tives: but it is to be obſerved, that there was no abſulute re- 
ſtraint laid upon Laban's free-will, for he told Jacob that 
he was {till poſſeſſed of the power to hurt him: his forbear- 
ance, therefore, is to be attributed to the fear of Gob, and 


a conviction in his mind that he was before going to com- 


mit fin, | 
What the goed; were, which Rachel ſtole, and why ſhe 
took them, 13 uncertain; nor is it at all material for us to 
know, becaule it is evident, that, in this reſpect, ſhe is not 
propoſed as an example for our imitation. If ſhe made uſe 
of them in worſhip, it muſt have been in conſequence of an 


erroneous education; and Jacob, in all probability, had it 
not in his power to overcome theſe prejudices, while he was 


a /ojourner in a country, addicted to theſe practices. We 


ſhall find, in the courſe of the hiſtory, that, as ſoon as he 


could, he put a ſtop to them in his own family. It is ma- 


nifelt, that Laban believed the Lok D to be the SUPREME 


God; and the covenant between him and Jacob ſeems to 
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have been conducted in a manner conformable to the reli 
gion of the Patriarchs.— Laban's mind was very proper!) 


affected at parting with his children. 
If Jacob had not been of a very peaceable diſpoſition, he 


could not have lived for 20 years among ſpiteful, envious re- 
lations. Thoſe who are unhappily under the ſame circum. 
ſtances, ſhould take example from him, to bear every thing 
with patience and good humour, till it ſhall pleaſe Gop to 


bleſs them with a proſpect of changing their ſituation for 
the better; and ſhould, in the mean while, endeavour to 


conduct themſelves in ſuch an equitavle manner, that their 
actions may be approved in the ſight of Gon. Then may 
they defy calumny, and confidenily hope, that his Provi- 
dence will ſo order events, that finally their enemies auill be 
at peace with Ihen. 

Laban himſelf affords an example worthy of imitation ; 
for he ſuppreſſed his reſentment, as ſoon as he knew that, by 
indulging it, he ſhould offend Gop,--Laban had no evritter 
Scriptures to furniſh rules for his conduct; and, therefore, 
the LoR PD graciouſly vouchſafed to inſtruct him by immediate 
revelation. Chriſtians have a ſtill greater advantage than he 
had, in being taught their duty, before their paſſions have 
gained ground, or they are put to any great trials. From 


the Book of God they may learn in their ch, that they 
ſhould « ceaſe from anger, and forſake wrath ; and in no 


wiſe fret themſelves to do evil. That he who is flow to an- 
ger, is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his ſpi- 


rit, than he that taketh a cityt; and that they ſhould not let 


the ſun go down upon their wrath$.” 


* Prov. xvi. 7. + Pf. xxxvii. 8. t Prov. xvi, 32. 
& Eph, iv. 26. 
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JacoB SENDS MESSENGERS TO ESA. 


N Jacob went on his way, and the angels of 
Cop. met him. 

And when Jacob ſaw them, he faid, This is Gop's 
hoſt: and he called the name of that place Maha- 
nam, 

And Jacob fent meſſengers before him to Eſau his 
brother, unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 

And he commanded them, ſaying, Thus ſhall ye 
ſpeak unto my lord Eſau; Thy ſervant Jacob faith 
thus, I have ſojourned with Laban, and ſtayed there 
until now. 

And I have oxen and aſſes, flocks, and men-ſer- 
vants, and women-ſervants: and I have ſent to tel 
my lord, that I may find grace in thy ſight. 

And the meſſengers returned to jacob, ſaying, We 
came to thy brother Eſau, and alſo he cometh to 


meet thee, and four hundred men with him. 


Then Jacob was greatly afraid and diſtreſſed: and 


he divided the people that was with him, and the 


flocks, and herds, and the camels into two bands; 
And ſaid, If Eſau come to the one company and ſmite 
it, then the other company which is left thall eſcape. 


And Jacob ſaid, O Gop of my father Abraham, 


and Gop of my father Iſaac, thou Loxp which ſaidſt 
| unto 
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unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kin- 
dred, and I will deal well with thee: 

I am not worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and 
of all the truth, which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſer- 
vant: for with my ſtaff I paſſed over this Jordan, and 
now Jam become two bands. 

Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my bro- 
ther, from the hand of Eſau: for I fear him, leſt he 
will come and ſmite me, and the mother with the 
children, 

And thou ſaidſt, I will | ſurely do thee good, and 
make thy ſeed as the ſand of the ſea, which cannot be 
numbered for multitude, \ 

And he lodged there that fame night, and took of 
that which came to his hand, a preſent for Eſau his 
brother; two hundred ſhe-goats, and twenty he- 


goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty rams. 


Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, 
and ten bulls, twenty ſhe-afles, and ten foles. 

And he delivered them into the hand of his ſer- 
vants, every drove by themſelves; and ſaid unto his 
ſervants, Yaſs over before me, and put a pace be- 


twixt drove and drove. 


And he commanded the foremoſt, faying, When 
Eſau my brother meeteth thee, and aſketh thn ſay- 
ing, Whoſe art thou? and whither goeſt thou? and 


whoſe are theſe before thee? 


Then thou ſhalt fav, They be thy ſervant Jacob's; bi 
it is a preſent ſent unto my lord Eſau: and behold 
alſo he is behind us. And 
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And ſo commanded he the ſecond and the third, 
and all that followed the droves, ſaying, On this 
manner ſhall you ſpeak unto Eſau when you find 
him. 

And ſay ye moreover, Behold, thy ſervant Jacob 
is behind us. For he faid, I will appeaſe him with 
the preſent that goeth before me, and afterward I will 
ſee his face ; peradventure he will accept of me. 

So went the preſent over before him : and himſelf 
lodged, that night in the company. And he roſe up 
that nizht, and took his two wives, and his two wo- 
men ſervants, and his eleven ſons, and paſſed over 
che ford Jabbok. 


And he took them, and ſent them over the brook, 


and ſent over that he had. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS, 


King David, in one of his Pſalms, writes“, that * Tue 


ANGEL OF THE LoRD encampeth about them that fear Hi, 
and delivered them.” The portion of Scripture contained 


in the Section before us, exemplifies this truth, 


The ANGEL OF THE LoRD, who (as we ſhall read in the 


courſe of this hiſtory) is alſo ſtiled the LoR D or Ho STS, had 
cauſed a number of celeſtial beings to watch around the Heir 
of the promiſes, and enabled his eyes to behold them. At 
firſt jacob knew not that theſe angels were appointed to guard 
him and his family; and perhaps it was requiſite that before 
this circumitance was made known to him, Jacob mould 
implore 1 from the LoR D. 


* Pſalm xxxiv. 7» 


The 
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The remembrance of the deceptions he had practiſed, 
in order to ſecure the birth-right, and of Eſau's threat 
which had driven him into a ſtrange land, awakened in his 
mind the molt diſtreſſing fears. Conſcious of his demerits, 
he could not claim the accompliſhment of the divine promile, 
I xvill be with thee in all places whereſoewer thou goerft, till he had 
humbled himſelf to Elau, and done all in his power for ap- 
peaſing him; with this view he ſent the meſſengers to Seir, to 
acquaint Eſau with his approach, and with the means where- 
by he had acquired the riches which he brought with him. 
The report of theſe meſſengers (as we find) rather encreaſed 
than leſſened Jacob's fears ; for he knew that his brother was 
to li ve by his favord *, and ſhould it be lifted up againſt him 
and his family, what defence could he make? For this reaſon 
we may ſuppoſe Jacob thought it prudent to approach as an 
humble ſuppliant for Eſau's favour. | 

The precaution which Jacob uſed in dividing his people, 
&c. into two bands, was a very wiſe one; but after all, he 
could not be certain that his well-concerted meaſures would 
ſucceed, yet nothing elſe could his own heart deviſe ; he had 
therefore recourſe toGop, The manner of Jacob's aderef: 
to the DEITY, was perfectly conſiſtent with that faith which 
was reckoned to the Patriarchs for r:7/teouſneſs, It was ex- 
preſſive of the utmoſt humility ; Jacob pleaded no nerits ; 

all his hope and expectation of favour were founded upon 
the Divine promiſes, and the mercies which Cop of his own 
free grace had already granted him. ED 

Jacob did not, however, preſumptuouſly throw himſetf 
upon Providence: he ſtill uſed human means; truſting for a 
happy event to the goodneſs of the Loxp, who, by a ſecret 
influence on his mind, calmed his fears, ſo that he ventured 
to ſend his family on before him. 5 


We have already remarked+, that there is ſomething de- 
lightful in the expeCtation of finding in Heaven, a ſet of 


ges Sectlon 32. + See Section 22. 


Lenevolent 
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denevolent friends, ready to welcome us to thoſe bleſſed 


abodes, It is an additional comfort to think, that angels are 


frequently the inviſtble companions of men on earth, Their 
intercourſe with us, is of a nature which we cannot und 
ſtand, becauſe it is ſpiritual, and therefore it would be to no 
purpoſe to endeavour to diſcover it. But the Scripture 
teaches us, that they are God's miniſters, ſe 


” 


nt forth to guard 
all who are /eirs of the prom niſes, from their {ſpiritual enemies“ 
and the idea that ſach cot Rt ere are ſpectators of our 
conduct, ought to be an additional motive to circumſpection. 
52 Jacob's diſtreſs at the thoughts of meeting Eſau, we ſee 
2 power of cenſcience; even a divine promiſe could not 
1:ence his ee e when be reflected on the offences 


* 


he had committed: - How cautious then ſnould every perſon 


tendency to abate our e ee in Gop! But ſhould we, 
unfortunately for ourſelves, thus wound our peace of mind; 
the only remedy that can be ſought with ſuccets, is the mercy 
of God. The Lonp alone can ſupply us with the balm of 
conſolation. And what human being has not at one time 
or other experienced the want of it? Who that has ſupplicated 
like Yacoh: has been denied this heavenly boon ? Let us 
ben on theſe unhappy occaſions, earneſtiy implore our (30D 
and Saviour to deliver us in his infinite goodneſs, from the 
conſequences of our own miſconduct ; uſing at the ſame time 
every mean in our power, for concitiating the favour of thoſe 
we have offended. 


* Heb. i. 14. 
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8 E * be 47 XXXIX. 
Jacon's WRESTLING. 


ND Jacob was left alone; and there wreſtled 
a man with him until the breaking of the day. 
And when he ſaw that he prevailed not againſt him, 
he touched the hollow of his thigh: and the hollow 
of Jacob's chigh was out of joint, as he wreſtled with 


LS 


lum.“ 

And he ſaid, Let me go, for the day breaketh : 
and he ſaid, I will not let thee go, except thou blels 
me. And he faid unto him, What is thy name: 
and he faid, Jacob. 

And he ſaid, Thy name ſhall be called no more 
Jacob, but Iſrael: for as a prince haſt thou power 
with Gop and with men, and haſt prevailed. 

And Jacob aſked him and ſaid, Tell me, I pray 
thee, thy name: and he ſaid, wherefore is it, that thou 
doſt alk after my name? and he bleſſed him there. 

And Jacob called the name of the place, Peniel : 
for I have ſeen Gop face to face, and my life is 
preſerved, 

And as he paſted over Penuel, the fun roſe pee 
him, and he halted upon his thigh. 

Therefore the children of Iſrael eat not of the finew 
which ſhrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, 
unto this day; becauſe he touched the hollow ot 
Jacob's thigh in the linew that ſhrank, 


ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


The paſſage of Scripture contained in this Section, is very 
obſcure, and cannot be fully explained. It may be conjec- 
tured, that Jacob having conducted his family in ſafety over 
the brook Jabbok, returned to the place where he had behel, 
the angelic: holt, in order to paſs a little time in private de- 
votion at that ſacred ſpot, and entreat the Lord to grant 
him ſome evident bleſſing to ſupport his mind under the con- 
lifts which diſturbed it. It is mott likely that the wreſtling 
was a viſionary ſcene; but it is clear from Jacob's own words, 
that the LoRD manifeſted his Divine preſence to him at this 
time in an extraordinary manner, and at his earneſt 1mpor- 
tunity, granted him a bleſhng, by giving bim, in addition to 
the name he already was knowa by, that of asl, (or a prince 
of Gop) which- was deſigned as a token, that tc Logo 
would favour him and his potterity, tor his e«v72 ſabe, as well 
as for the fake of Abraham and Ifazc, Jacob was now made 


a prince, which intimated, that on his return to Canaan, he 


ſhould not live in a ſubordinate capacity. The ſudden 
lameneſs which ſeized him, was perhaps occakon=d at firit to 
convince, and afterwards to remind him, oi-his oven zatural 
weakneſs. That he had pozver with Gop; was owing to the 
Divine indulgence alone, as Jacob was well convinced; for 
he exprelled his aſtoniſhment that he had beheld the face (or 
Image) of Gop, and was yet alive . A very improper uſe 
is ſometimes made of this portion of Scripture by Enthuflaſts, 
who talk much of awra/{irg with God in prayer z but, as 
in this paſſage, there is no general inftraction pointed out 
by the Sacred Hiltorian, or obvious: to human reaſon, it is 


belt to conſider. it as a matter relating to Jacob: only, as the 


*The word Peniel ſignifies the face of God, 
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head of a nation, who, without doubt, underſtood its import. 


196 


- 


It is not neceflary that. Chriſtians ſhould fo fully compre- 


hend what ſeems to have à particular reference to the Jeaih 


* 
CGLONonye 
* k a. 1 PREY © S © 
by 8 I. * * K 3 
FACOB'S RECONCILIATION WITH HIS BROTHER 
ESA. 
NN Tacob nfted looked, 
A, ND Jacob hfted up his eyes, and looked, and 


! 


{Xx behold, Eſau came, and with him four hundred 
mien. And he divided the children unto Leah, and 
unto Rachiel, and unto the two hand- maids. 

And he put the hand- maids and their children 

remoſt, - and Leah and her children after, and 
Rachel and Joſeph hindermoſt. 

And he paſſed over before them, and bowed him- 
ſelf to the ground ſeven times, until he came near t 
his brother. 

And Efau ran to meet him, and embraced: lim, 
and fell on his neck, and kiſſed him: and they 
Wept. 

And he liſt up his eyes, and ſaw the women, and the 
children, and ſaid, Who are thoſe with thee? and 
ne ſaid, The children which Gop hath graciouſly 
given thy ſervant. 

Then the hand-maidens came near, they and their 
children, and they bowed themſelves. - And Leah 
alio with her children came near, and bowed them- 
ſelves: and after came Joſeph near and Rachel, and 


they bowed themſelves. And 


. 
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And Eſau ſaid, What meaneit thou by all this 


drove which I met? and he faid, theſe are to $119 


grace in the ſight of my lord. 

And Eſau faid, I have enough: ray brother, keep 
that thou haſt unto thyſelf. 

And JO. m_ Nay, I pray thee, if now I have 
found grace in thy fight, then receive m 1 
my hand: for therefore have ſeen thy face, 28 
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thee; becaule (30D. hat 1 dealt graciouſly with me, 
and becaule I have enough: and he urged him, and 
he took it. 

And Eſau faid, Let us take our journey, and let 
us go, and J will go before thee. 

And Jacob ſaid unto him, My lord knoweth that 
the children are tender, and the flocks and heras wilt} 
young are with me, and if men ſhould over-drive 
them one day, all the flock will die. 

Let my lord, I pray thee, paſs over before his 
ſervant: and I will lead on ſoftly according as the 


' cattle that goeth before me, and the children be able 


to endure : until I come unto my lord unto Seir. 
And Eſau ſaid, Let me now leave with thee fon: 
of the folk that are with me: and Jacob faid, What 
needeth it? let me find grace in the fight of my 
lord ? 


E. 2 80 
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So Eſau returned that day on his way unto Seir, 
And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built him an 
houſe, and made booths for his cattle : therefore the 
name of the place is called Succoth, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


We learn, from another part of Sacred Hiſtory, that Eſau 
and his family had driven out the Horims, or Horites, who 
dwelt in mount Seir, and ſettled themſelves in their ſtead *.“ 
This happened while Jacob was in Meſopotamia; Eſau there- 
tore became a prince, white Jacob was only a ſervant; this 
conſideration, added to the conſciouſneſs of his offence, might 
Induce Jacob to approach his brother in the humble manner 
which is deſcribed in this Setion, By calling Eſau his rd, 
and hunſelf Efan's ſervant, Jacob certainly did not mean to 
give np his ſpiritual advantages, but merely to ſhew his re- 
ſpe&, as is {ill the cuſtom among men who flile perſons of 
rank their lords, and themſelves their ſervants, without ow 
ing them any particular homage, 

It is needleſs to remark the good policy of Jacob in divid- 
ing his flock into different parties. 

From Efau's affectionate behaviour to Jacob, we may 
infer, that he was not upon the whole, of a bad daiſpohtion 
for no one could teſtify more generofity and kindneſs than he 
did upon this occaſion ; the great fault in his character was, 
lighting the Divine promiſes, 

It is obſervable, that of the two, Eſau appears to have had 
the bigheſt joy, for his had no alloy. It gave him the ſincer- 
elt delight to preſs to his boſom, a brother whom long ab- 
ſence had endeated; he had the farther ſatisfation of ſhew- 
ing his generoſity, by freely forgiving former offences, It 


F Deut. 11. 12. 
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vas an additional pleaſure to receive ſuch an acceſſion of new 
relations: Women whoſe virtues rendered them ornaments 
tothe family, promiſing youths, and innocent children... On 
the other hand, the joy which aroſe in Jacob's boſom was 
evidently chaſtiſed with fear; ſtill it vas joy, and cheaply 
purchaſed by that humiliation, which on this occaſion it was 
his duty to ſhew. 

Jacob's expreſſion “' I have ſeen thy face, as thovgh I bad 
een the face of Gop,” implies, that he could not be ſatis- 
1:d without offering ſomething by way of atonement, which 
ne hoped his brother would receive, and regard in that 
light. To have refuſed his proſent, would have been unkind; 
by accepting it, Eſau removed his brother's apprehenfions, 
and quieted his conſcience. He regarded the preſent, not 

only as ar atonement for paſt oftences, but as a pledge of 
mutual kindneſs, 

It is likely Jacob had other reaſons, beſides thoſe he men- 
tioned, for not attending his brother to Mount Seir; but as 
he appears to have been of a good natured, gentle diſpoßtion, 
we may readily believe, that he had, as he profeſſed to have, 
a tender regard to the children and cattle, 

Having ſeen the Hoſt of the Lokp, Jacob would have been 


very blameable had he accepted of a guard from Eſau. 


We are not told, why Jacob did not /fo//owv his brother to 
deir; but it is likely, that upon reflection, he thought it 
wrong to go thither, as he had received a Divine command 


to return into the land of his kindred ; beſides, he muſt have 


an urgent deſire to ſee his father. Rebekah is . to 
to have died during his abſence. 

As ſuch conſtant travelling was very fatiguing to his mn 
Jy, and his cattle were near having young ones, it was very 
prudent in Jacob to ſtop for a time. The houſe he built, was, 


in all probability, little more than a tent. In building booths. 


for his cattle, he gave another inſtance of benevolence worthy 


of imitation, | 
K 4 There 
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There is ſomething ſo truly intereſting in the account which 
1s here given of the reconciliation between the two brothers, 
that every reader mutt feel its force. May thoſe, who, like 
Eſav, have met with treatment that appears injurious, be 
ready to take example from his noble conduct; and may all 
who have, like Jacob, brought diſpleaſure upon themſelves, 
by indirect practices, be as ready, as he was, to ſubdue reſent- 
ment by proper conceſhons ; then will each party know by 
happy experience, “ how good and joyful a thing it- is, 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!“ 


s Pſalm exxxili. 1. 


. ALT. 


Gop AFPEARETH To Jacon, HE PUTTETH 
AWAY IDOLS. 


! 


nalem, a city of Shechem, 
c 
f 


\ ND Jacob came to 8 
"Y 
5X Canaan, When he came 


/ X which is the land e 
from Padan-aran; and pircacd his tent before the 
City. | | 

And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had 
ſHread his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor 
Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money, 

And he erected there an altar, and called it El- 
clohe-iſrael; that is, Gop, the Gop of Iſrael. 

And Gop ſaid unto Jacob, Arie, go up to Beth-el, 
and dwell there: and make there an altar unto Gop, 
that appearcd unto thee, when thou fleddeſt from the 
face of Efau thy brother, 


Then 


* 


JACOB PUT TETH AWAY IDOLS. 20 
Then Jacob ſaid unto his houſhold, and to all that 
were with him, Put away the ſirange gods that are 
among you, and be clean, and change your gar- 


C? 
— 
— 


ments: 
And let us ariſe, and go up to Beth-el; and! 
will make there an altar unto Gop, who anfwered in. 


in the day of my diſtreſs, and was with me in the 


way which I went. 

And they gave unto Jacob all the ſtrange gods 
which were in their hand, and all their ear-rings, 
which were in their ears: and Jacob hid them unde, 
the oak that was by Shechem. 5 

And they journeyed: and the terror of Go wo: 
upon the cities that were round about them; and 
they did not purſue after the ſons of Jacob. 

So Jacob came to Luz which is in the land of 
Canaan (that is Beth-el) he and all the people that 
were with him. And he built there an altar, and 
called the place El-beth-el: becauſe there (Jop ap- 


4 


1 


peared unto him, when he fled from the face of bi nis 
brother. | 

And Gop appeared unto Jacob again when he 
came out of Padan-aram; and bleſſed him. 

And Gop faid unto him, Thy name is Jacob: 


thy name ſhall not be called any more Jacob, but 


Iſrael ſhall be thy name; and he called his name 

Iſrael, f | 
And Gop faid unto him, I am Gop ALMIGRTT; 

de fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company 
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of nations ſhall be of thee, and kings ſhall come out 
of thy loins. 
And the land which I gave Abraham and Iſaac, to 


thee I will give it, and to thy ſeed after thee will 1 
give the land. 


And Gop went up from him in the place where 
he talked with him. 

And Jacob ſet up a pillar in the place where God 
talked with him, even a pillar of ſtone : and he 
pouered a drink-offering thereon, and he poured oil 
thereon, and called the place Bethel. 


ANNOTATIONS AvD REFLECTIONS. 


As the ſon of Iſaac, and the grandſon of Abraham, Jacob 
had received many bleſſings; but he had lately been made a 
Prince under the title of T/razl, and as ſuch, was to give a 
name to a people, He wiſely conſidered that a people, unleſs 
under the guidance and protection of Gop, can have no ſe- 
curity; his firſt care, therefore, on his arrival in that coun- 
try, which was deſtined to be the future inheritance of his de- 
ſcendants, was to purchaſe a piece of ground for the expreſs 

purpoſe of conſecrating it to the LoxDp; here he built an al- 
| q | tar, that he-might occaſionally aſſemble his family to join in 
; 


RE,” . 
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— 


N thoſe ſacrifices, which, as has been already obſerved, made a 

1 i part of the religion of the Patriarchs; but it ſeems he did not 

"| | | fully accompliſh his deſign. 

Bit IO At this place Jacob might have lived very happily; for the 

10 0 people of the adjacent country were extremely courteous to 
Will him: but, through the indiſcretion of his daughter Dinah, 
an unhappy difference aroſe between the Shechemites and Ja- 

cob's ſons; in which the latter behaved with ſuch outrageous 


cruelty, 


Ut 
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cruelty, as brought an odium upon the whole family; fo that 
Jacob began to fear a conſpiracy would be raiſed againit him 
by the relt of the Canaanites, and on this account, reſolved 
to remove, While he was deliberating where to fix his hahi- 
tation, he received a Divine command to go to Bethel. Jacob 
well remembered his ſolemn vow, that if he returned in peace, 
he would conſider the pillar winch he fet up at Bethel as 
Gop's Henſe. 

It has been related, that Rachel brought away her father's 
idols, which ſhe kept carefully concealed; it is not unlikely, 
but that Leah and her handmaids might have ſecreted others; 
and it is very probable, that when Jacob's ſons deftroyed the 
city of Shechem, the captives they took, carried away ſome 


of theirs, Now as Jacob had promiſed, that the LORD ſhould 


he his only Gob, if ever he returned to Bethel, it would 
have been a violation of his vow, had he ſuffred any thing to 
remain in his family that might have been held in any degree 
of competition with the Lorp; he therefore defired them, 
i toput away the ſtrange gods that were among them.” He 
:lſo required them to waſh their bodies, and change their gar- 


ments: thus intimating, that an entire purification was ne- 


ceflary, in order to their becoming the peculiar people of 
(20D, | | 

How happy muſt Jacob have been, when the Lond ap- 
peared to him at Bethel, and again pronounced him a Prince 
F God, giving him likewiſe the bleſhng of Abraham -t 
was an additional ſatisfaction to him, to know for a certainty, 
that the Lorry was the ALM1GHTY GOD, 

It is impoſſible to obtain an exact idea of Jacob's pillar ; 
ſome commentators ſuppoſe, that the covenant made between 
the LoRD and Jacob was inſcribed on it. —It is moſt likely, 
that the ceremonies Jacob uſed were of Divine appointment. 

The concluſions ſuggeſted by this ſection are, that the 
Lord is true to his promiſes. and omnipotent to perform 

1 | them 
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them ;—that his favour comprehends all the bleſſings of life, 
and if fo, that it is our trueſt intereſt to ſeek it; and that 
when his bleſſings are ſhowered down upon us, it is our duty 
to acknowledge, and be thankful for his goodneſs, 


8 FE 3 * XLII. 
Tyr DEraTHs OF RACHEL AND IsAAC. 


ND they journeyed from Bethel; and it came 

to paſs that Rachel bare another ſon, and his 

father called him Benjamin; and Rachel died, and 

was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Beth- 
chem. 

And Jacob ſet a pillar upon her grave: that is the 

pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day. And Ifrael 


journeyed, . and ſpread his tent beyond the tower of 
Edar, 

And Jacob came unto Ifaac his father unto Mam- 
re, unto the city of Arbah (which is Hebron) where 
Abraham and Iſaac ſojourned, 

And the days of Iſaac were an hundred and four- 
ſcore years: and Iſaac gave up the ghoſt and died, 
and was gathered unto his people, being old and full. 
of days: and his ſons Eſau and Jacob buried him. 

And Eſau took his wives, and his ſons, and his 
daughters, and all the perſons of his houſe, and his 
cattle, and all his beaſts, and all his ſubſtance, 
which he had got in the land of Canaan ; and went 

into 
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into the country, from the face of his brother Ja- 
cob. 

For their riches were more than that they might 
dwell together: and the land wherein they were 
ſtrangers, could not bear them, becauſe of their 
cattle. Thus dwelt Eſau in mount Seir : Eſau 1s. 
Edom. 

And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father 
was a ſtranger, in the land of Canaan; and the 
lons of Jacob were twelve, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, 
Judah, Iſſachar, Zebulun, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, 
Ather, Joſeph, and Benjamin; and his daughter's. 
name was Dinah. | 


ANNOTATIONS AN DP REFLECTIONS. 


Rachel had, with uncommon folicitude, deſired an en- | 
creaſe of family: little did fhe think that the completion or 
her wiſhes would prove fatal to herſelf! Jacob felt the moſt 
poignant grief at the death of a wife ſo beloved; but this 
misfortune ſerved to exerciſe his patience, 

It muſt have been a great conſolation to Jacob, once more 


to behold his aged father; and, without doubt, the good 


old Patriarch ſincerely rejoiced at the return of his ſon ; | 
eſpecially when he found, in the increaſe of Jacob's family 
and riches, an earneſt of the accompliſhment of all the Di- 
vine promiſes, 

Soon after Jacob's return, Iſaac was releaſed from this 
mortal life; and (as we conclude from the expreſſion, ga- 
thered to his fathers) his ſoul was received into the ſtate of 
reſt appointed for the departed ſpirits of good men. 
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It appears, that Eſau, as the eldeſt fon, had for his por. 
tion the greateſt part, if not all, of his father's riches in the 
land of Canaan, which he took away with him to Seir; and 
that Jacob was left in Canaan, to encreaſe his ſubſtance by 
the Providence of Gop. The Scripture informs us, that 
the deſcendants of Efau ſoon mvitiplied into a powerful na- 
tion called the Edomites, which had many kings, long be- 
fore“ there was any king in Iſrael, 

The twelve ſons of Jacob, mentioned in this ſection, were 
the heads of the twelve tribes of Iirael, as will be ſeen in the 
ſucceeding part of this hiſtory. | 

From the misfortune which befel Jacob, in the loſs of his 
wife, ſo ſoon after he was reconciled. to his brother, and 
had received a confirmation of the bleſſing of Abraham, we 
learn to reflect, that no human felicity is permanent. The 
ALMIGHTY, who knows what is in man, vouchſafes to en- 
courage His ſervants to the pertormance of their duty, by 
ſetting before them promiſes of reward, and. granting them 
many favours ; and when they are in danger of becoming 
too confident of their own ſtrength, or too much attached 
to the things of this world, He calls them back to a ſenſe of 
their mortal ſtate by afflictions. 

Iſaac ſeems to have had a very good heart And, in re- 
ſpect to his ſaithi, he was exemplary ; eſpecially if we ſuppoſe 
him to have been conſenting to the ſacrifice of himſelf, in 
obedience to Gop's command; but, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that his character was not perfect; for ſome things 
are recorded of him, which we cannot but condemn. It 
is no uacommon thing for ſcoffers to reject, nay even to de- 
ride, the example of the Patriarchs, becauſe they erred in 
ſome particular inſtances : ſhould we not rather rejoice to 
find, that they were men of like infirmities with ourſ-lves, 
as this circumſtance encourages us to copy them in ſuch 
parts of their conduct, as gained them the Divine favour ? 


* Gen, xxxvI. 31. 
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E Cr. I. 
JoSEPH SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN. 


OSEPH being ſeventeen years old, was feeding 
the flock with his brethren, and the lad was 
with the ſons of Bilhah, and with the ſons of Zil- 


| pah, his father's wives : .and Joſeph brought unto 


his father their evil report. 

Now Iſrael loved Joſeph more than all his chil- 
dren, becauſe he was the fon of his old age; and he 
made him a coat of many colours, 

And when his brethren ſaw that their father loved 
him more than all his brethren, they hated him, 
and could not ſpeak peaceably unto him. 

And ſoſeph dreamed a dream, and he told it his 
brethren : and they hated him yet the more, 

And he faid unto them, Hear, I pray you, this 
dream which I have dreamed: for behold, we were 
binding ſheaves in the field, and lo, my ſheaf aroſe, 
and alſo ſtood upright; and behold, your ſheaves 
ſtood round about, and made obeiſance to my ſheat. 
And his brethren ſaid unto him, Shalt thou in- 
deed reign over us? or ſhalt thou indeed have do- 
minion over us? and they hated him yet the more 
tor his dreams and for his words, 

And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it 


his brethren, and ſaid, Behold, I have dreamed a 


dream 
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208 IOS EP Hi DREAMS. 
dream more; and behold, the ſun and the moon. 
and the eleven ſtars made obeiſance to me. 

And he told it to his father and to his brethren ; 
and his father rebuked him, and faid unto him. 
What is this dream that thou haſt dreamed? ſhall ] 
and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to 
bow down ourſelves to thee, to the earth ? 

And his brethren envied him; but his father ob- 


ſerved the ſaying. And his brethren went to fee! 


their father's flock in Shechem. 

And Ifrael faid unto Joſeph, Do not thy brethren 
feed the fock in dhechem? come, and 1 will fen! 
thee unto them. And he ſaid unto him, Here am I. 

And he ſaid to him, Go, I pray thee, ſee whe- 
ther it be well with thy brethren, and well with the 
flocks; and bring me word again. So he ſent him 
out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to She- 
chem, | 

And a certain man found him, and behold, he 
was wandering in the field; and the man aſked him, 
ſaying, What ſeekeſt thou! | 

And he faid, I feek my brethren : tell me, I pray 
thee, where they feed their Rocks? 

And the man ſaid, They are departed hence: for 
I heard them ſay, Let us go to Dothan. And Jo- 
ſeph went after his brethren, and found them in 
Dothan. 


And when they ſaw him afar. off, even before he 


came near unto them, they conſpired againſt him 


tO 


and they dr ew and lift up Joseph out of the pit, and 
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to lay him. And they ſaid one to another, Behold 
this dreamer cometh. 

Come now therefore, and let us flay him, and 
caſt him into ſome pit, and we will ſay, ſome evil 
beaſt hath devoured him: and we ſhall fee what 
will become of his dreams. 

And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out 
of their hands; and ſaid, Let us not kill him: and 
Reuben ſaid unto them, Shed no blood, but cait 
him into this pit that is in the wilderneſs, and. lay 
no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of 
their hands, to deliver him to his father again. 

And it came to paſs when Joſeph was come unto 
his brethren, that they ſtript Joſeph out of his coat, 
his coat of many colours that was on him: and they 
took him, and caſt him into a pit: and the pit was 
empty, there was no water in it. 

And they fat down to eat bread ; and they lift up 
their eyes and looked, and behold a company of Iſh- 
maelites carne from Gilead, with their camels bear- 
ing ſpicery and balm, and myrrh, going to carry it 
down to Egypt. 

And Judah ſaid unto his brethren, What profit is 
it if we ſlay our brother, and conceal his blood? 
Come, and let us ſell him to the Iſhmaelities, and 
let not our hand be upon him; for he is our bro- 
ther, and our fleſh: and his brethren were content. 

Then there paſſed by Midianites merchantmen : 


told 
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fold Joſeph to the Iſhmaelites for twenty pieces of 
filver : and they brought Joſeph into Egypt. 

And Reuben returned unto the pit; and behold 
Toſeph was not in the pit: and he rent his clothes, 
And he returned unto his brethren, and ſaid, Ihe 
child is not; and I, whither ſhall I go? 

And they took joſeph's coat, and killed a kid of 
the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood: and the 
coat of many colours, they brought to their father: 
and ſaid, This have we found: know now whether 
it be thy ſon's coat or no? 

And he knew it, and ſaid, It is my ſon's coat; an 
evil beaſt hath devoured him: Joſeph is without 
doubt rent in pieces. 

And Jacob rent his clothes, and put ſack- cloth 
upon his loins, and mourned for his ſon many days. 
And all his ſons and all his daughters roſe up to 
comfort him : but he refuſed to be comforted ; and 
he ſaid, For I will go down into the grave-unto my 
ſon, mourning : thus his father wept for him, 


ANNOTATIONS AvD REFLECTIONS, 


The ſons of Jacob were not all the children of one mo- 
ther ; for, according to the cuſtom of the age he lived in, 
this Patriarch had ſeveral wives, viz. Leah and her hand- 
maid Zilpah; Rachel and her handmaid Bilhah. As there 
were jealouſies and diſſentions among the women, it is molt 
likely that their children formed parties adverſe to each 
other, Unfortunately for Joſeph, he related ſome things to 

| his 
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his father, of which his brothers wiſhed to Keep him igno- 
rant. | 

We are told, that Jacob's partiality to Joſeph was on ac- 
count of his being ihe ſor of kits old age, This could not be 
the caſe ; becauſe there was an equal reaſon for his giving a 
| preference to Zebulun; and much more for loving Benja-. 
min better than either of them, as he was 15 years younger; 
but critics tell us, that this text is not tranſlated according 
to the Hebrew idiom, and that it ſhould have been rendered, 
becauſe he was à wiſe and prudent jon *, 


ne A learned commentator alſo informs us, that Joſeph's 

er coat, which is in our tranſlation called à coat of many colours, 

night be denominated @ long garment; and is ſuppoſed to 

an hive been made down to the heels or ancles, with a border 

gut at the bottom, and long fleeves down to the wriſt, turned 

up with the ſame as the border; which was in ancient times 

"th accounted both a noble and honourable dreſs. 

| It is evident, that Jacob had a tender ſolicitude for the 

15 welfare of his other ſons, or he would not have ſent Joſeph 

to to enquire after them; and it is apparent, that Joſeph him- 

nd ſelf had an affection for his brethren, by his being ſo ready 
ny to go, and ſo diligent in ſeeking them. 

Joſeph's dreams certainly were from Gop, and were pre- 
ſages of his future greatneſs, It was uſval, in the early 
ages of the world, (before there were Scripiures eſpeci- 
ally) for the Lord to make known future events, by a 

| kind of revelations, which are ſometimes denominated vi- 
PA ions of the night, Theſe were very different from common 
n, | dreams. | 
U. Little did poor Joſeph think, when the vanity of a youth- 
re ful heart led him to relate his dreams to his brethren, that 
t he was furniſhing food for their envy ! : 
h 


* Stackhouſe on the Bible; alſo Eſſay for a new Tranſlation of the 
0 Bible, : | 


It 
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If the ſons of Jacob even ſuppoſed that Joſeph wwen'z 4 
the dreams, it was very unjuſt to think of puniſhing him 
with death: and if they really thought that he was divine! 
inſpired, it was impious to attempt to fruſtrate the purpolz 
of the ALMIGHTY, 

Reuben, who was the ſon of Leah, and Jacob's firſt-born, 
ſeems to have been of a more liberal turn of mind than jo. 
ſeph's other brethren, It ſeems that he did not remain 
with the reſt. 

How ſhocking it is to read, that, after having ftrippe 
their brother, and thrown him into a pit, they fat down to 
eat, though they had gh gp." the anguiſh of his ſoul, and 
heard his earneſt entreaties tt they would have compa!- 
ſion on him! Judah ſeems to have abhorred the fin of tra- 
tricide; but fo far agreed with the reſt, that he wiſhed the 
object of their mutual envy to be removed out of the way. 

The Midianitiſh merchant-men are ſuppoicd to have been 
ſome of the deſcendants of Midian, one of the ſons of Abra- 
ham and Keturah; and the Iſhmaelites were of the poſte- 
rity of Iſhmael. Theſe travellers ſeem to have aſſociated to- 
gether for ſafety and ſociety, as is ſtill the cuſtom in thoſe 
eaſtern countries, which are infeſted with wild beaſts and 
robbers. Their arrival at this critical period was a provi- 
dential interpoſition. 


Rending the cloaths appears, from ſeveral paſſages of 
Scripture, to have been the ancient way of expreſſing grief 
tor calamity, or ſorrow for ſin. 

Jacob's affliction for the loſs of his ſon was very natural; 
yet he was certainly wrong in reſu/ing to be comforted, and in 
reſolving to mourn to the day of his own death; but we may 
ſuppoſe that he made uſe of theſe expreſſions in the firſt 
tranſports of his grief, and afterwards patiently ſubmitted | 

to what he ſuppoſed to be the will of Gop. 

It 1s needleſs to expatiate on the wickedneſs of Joſeph's 
brethren; but it may be necellary't to point out to young per- 


ſors 
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ent, that they ſhould be very careful not to carry hi re- 


JOSEPH's 


6% of each other to their parents. Joſeph's imprudence 


in telling tales, and his father's in liſtening to them, ſeem 
to have furniſhed his brethren with the firit pretence for 
openly expreſſing their hatred of him: not that this juſti- 
lies their malice; for {ney were men of experience in the 
world, and ought to have excuſed Joſeph in conſideration 
of his yu. Beſides, it is a very great meanneſs to indulge 
ery on any occaſion. | 
Young perſons may. farther learn from the error of Jo- 
ſeph, that it is exceedingly dangerous to boaſt of ſuperior 
advantages. No one indeed can expect, like him, to have 


g * 


Divine revelations; but they may chance to have diſtinc- 


52 4 


tions of another kind, from which they may promiſe them 
ſelves advancement in the world; in theſe caſes, they ſnould 
be extremely cautious not to provoke jealouſy and envy in 
the minds of their relations, by exulting over them, 

It is ſhocking to think, that it mould ever enter into the 
hearts of men, 7o ſell and buy each other. hr flaues] Vet how 
many people are there ſtill exiſting in the world, who follow 
this inhuman traffick, with as much compoſure as Jacob's 
ſons did, One party receiving money in exchange for thoſe, 
who, if not brethren. by bleed, are fo by vature; the other 
tearing away a promiſing youth, or helpleſs virgin (the ſole 
comfort perhaps of their aged parents) -a wife from her be- 
loved and affectionate huſband, —a tender mother from her 
darling child, never never more to meet again the dear ob- 
jets of their beſt affections; but condemned, for the re- 
mainder of their wretched lives, to the vileſt drudgery, the 
moſt inhuman cruelty, and the hardeſt fare! — 0 that 
ſuch unnatural merchaondizers would but reflect on the an- 
guiſh of mind they occaſion ! Anguiſh, which rankles in the 
ſoul, more than an envenomed and barbed arrow in the 


fleſh! 


SECT: 


1 4 J 


e T. A. 


JosSEPH CAST INTO PRISON, 


P ah Joſeph was brought down to Egypt; and 

Potiphar an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the 
guard, an Egyptian, bouglit him of the hand of the 
Iſhmaelites, which had brought him down thither. 

And the LoxD was with Joſeph, and he was a 
proſperous man; and he was in the houſe of his 
maſter the Egyptian. 

And his maſter ſaw that the LorD was with him, 
and that the LoRD made all that he did to proſper in 
his hand. 

And Jofeph found grace in his ſight, and he ſerved 
him: and he made him overſeer over his houſe, and 
all that he had he put into his hand. 

And it came to paſs from the time that he had 
made him overſeer in his houſe, and over all that he 
had, that the Lox p. bleſſed the Egyptian's houſe for 
Joſeph's ſake: and the bleſſing of the LoRD was 
upon all that he had, in the houle, and in the field. 
And he left all that he had in ſoſeph's hand; and 

he knew not ought he had, ſave the br-ad which he 
did eat: and Joſeph was a goodly perion, and well- 
favoured. | 

And it came to paſs after theſe things, that his maſ- 
ter's wife caſt her eyes upon Joſeph ; and ſhe ſaid, Lie 
with me. But he refuſed, and ſaid unto his maſter's 
wife, 


| 
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wife, Behold, my maſter wotteth not what is with 
me in the houſe, and he hath committed all that he 
hath to my hand ; there is none greater in this houſe 
than I ; neither hath he kept back any thing from me, 
hut thee, becauſe thou art his wife : how then can I 


do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God? 


And it came to paſs as ſhe ſpake to Joſeph day by 
day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or 
to be with her. 

And it came to paſs about this time, that Joſeph 
went into the houſe to do his buſineſs ; and there was 
none of the men of the houſe there within. 

And ſhe caught him by his garment, ſaying, Lie 
with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and 
fied, and got him out. 

And it came to paſs, when ſhe ſaw that he had left 
his garment in her hand, and was fied forth, that ſhe 
called unto the men of her houſe, and ſpake unto 
them, ſaying, See, he hath brought in an Hebrew 
unto us, to mock us: he came in unto me to lie with 
me, and I cried with a loud voice: and it came to 
pats, when he heard that J lifted up my voice, and 
cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled, and 
got him out. 8 5 

And ſhe laid up his garment by her, until his lord 
came home. | NED 

And ſhe ſpake unto him according to theſe words, 
ſaying, the Hebrew ſervant which thou haſt brought 
unto us, came in unto me to mock mie: and it came 

| to 


216 JOSEPH CAST IN'TO PRISON, 
to paſs, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he luft 
his garment with me, and fled out, 

And it came to pals when his maſter heard tlie 
words of his wife, which ſhe ſpake unto him, ſayin 
After this manner did thy ſervant to me; that hi; 
wrath was kindled. 

And Joſeph's maſter took him, and put him 115 
the priſon, a place where the king's priſoners were 
bound: and he was there in the priſon, _ 

But the Lok D was with Joſeph, and ſhewed him 
mercy, and gave him favour in the ſight of the keeper 


of the priſon. 

And the keeper of the priſon committed to Joſeph's 
hand all the priſoners that were in the priſon: and 
whatſoever they did there, he was the doer of it. 

The keeper of the priſon looked not to any thing 
that was under his hand; becaule the Log p was with 
him: and that which he did, the Loxp made it to 
proper. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Though Joſeph's cruel brethren ſold him into the hands of 
ſtrangers, who carried him far from that ſacred ſpot, where 
the Lord was worſhipped as the only Gop; and into a coun- 
try rendered abominable by the practice of many corruptions ; 


yet was he not forſaken, or abandoned. ——In the anguiſh of 
his ſoul, he cried unto the LorD, and He heard him; and 
though infinite wiſdom faw fit to try his virtues, that he 
might prove a bright example to the world, Divine goodneſs. 
accompanied him whitherſoever he went; for we may regard 

It 
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it as an inſtance of Gop's providential care, that he did not 
fall into the hands of a crnel maſter, 

We may reaſonably conclude, from the bleſſing which at- 
tended Joſeph's ſervices, that (like his father Jacob when an 
hireling to Laban) he reſolved that kis righteouſneſs /[iculd an- 
ſwer for him for the time to come.“ 

It appears that Potiphar, though an Egyptian, had a 
knowledge of the Lox p; and an idea of a particular provi- 
dence, by his perceiving that a Divine bleſſing attended the 
ſervices of Joſeph, and by the truſt which, in conſequence of 
this conviction, he repoſed in him. It is likely that Jolagh 
was not inveſted with the ſtewardſhip, 'til! Potiphar had ex- 
perienced his fidelity in an inferior capacity; during which 
period he might attain a knowledge of the Egyptian language, 
which bore great affinity to that of Canaan. | 
The expreſſion, He luca not whot he had, ſave the bread 
aich he did eat, implies the higheſt degree of confidence. | 

It is a fad reflection, that a man of ſo much merit as Poti- 
phar appears to have been, ſnould have had fo abandoned a 
woman for his wife | — Her behaviour needs no comment; 
every virtuous perſon who reads an account of it, mult con- 
demn and deſpiſe her, for diſhonouring her huſband, and 
diſgracing her ſex, — On the other hand, how amiable Goes 
the conduct of Joſeph appear ! 

It was very natural for Potiphar to believe his wife's tale; 
and conſidering the provocation which he ſuppoſed Joſeph had 
given him, he ſhewed great lenity in only committing him to 
priſon, For ſuch a crime, he would have been juſtified in 
the eye of the world, had he put Joſeph immediately to 
death, 

What a dreadful 1 of fortune did Joſeph experience | 
Inſtead of enjoying the friendſhip and confidence of a kind 
maſter, he was regarded as a monſter of ingratitude, —— The 


See Section 35. 


L fair 
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fair character he had enjoyed in the world, was blaſted. 
Eaſe and plenty were exchanged for the horrors of a dun. 
geon. His feet were hurt in the ſtocks; and the iron of his 
cruel chains, rivetted by calumny, entered into his very 
foul *, 

How pleaſing it is to read in the ſame chapter, that the 
Lqap extended his kindneſs to the injured youth, and leſſen- 
ed rhe evils of impriſonment I- As we are told that there waz 
an interpoſition of Providence in his favour, we may con. 
clude, that the LoRD gracioufly inclined the heart of the 
keeper to believe the account which Joſeph gave of himſelt; 
and that the ſame behaviour which had before gained him 
the confidence of Potiphar, through the bleſſing of God, 
procured him that of his keeper, | 

Fortunate were thoſe who were committed to Joſeph's 
care; and happy was he, in the opportunities he had of ex- 
erciſing the benevolence of his heart, by comforting and 
doing good offices to his fellow priſoners ! | 

Whether Potiphar was afterwards convinced of Joſeph's 
innocence or not, we are not told ; but as he was an officer 
of high rank, we may ſuppoſe that the keeper would other- 
wile have been fearful of giving ſuch indulgence as he did, 
to a priſoner committed to ſtrict confinement for ſuch an 
atrocious offence againſt Potiphar himſelf, 

From this ſection we learn, to aſcribe proſperity in our 
worldly concerns to GoD. — As the Lonb was with Jo- 
ſeph, ſo may we hope he will be with every one, who re- 
poſes a ſincere truſt in Him, and conſcientiouſly diſcharges 
the duties of his tation, We alſo learn, in moral :tons, 
to have a becoming reverence for the DEirr. Were Jo- 
ſeph's reflection, How can I do this great wickedneſs, and ſin 
azainfl GoD, allowed to have its due influence, it would 
ve found an excellent preſervative againſt a diſſolute courſe 


pf. ev. 18. | | 
. of 
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of life; for no one, who feels an inward eſteem for Gon, 
will dare to violate his Jaws, - Domeſtics may, from Joſeph's 
example, derive encouragement to ſerve their matters with 
fidelity and uprightneſs. — This is the molt likely way to 
gain the good will and confidence of their employers ; the 
certain way to obtain the favour of the LoD: — perſons in 
particular, who are unexpectedly reduced to a ſtate of { 
vitude, may from hence conceive hopes, that, by . 640, 
courſe of integrity, they ſhail obtain eſteem, and find their 
ſituation much more comfortable than could have been ex- 
pected, 

Maſters may conclude, from this inſtance, that it is thai 
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intereſt to commit the management of their hovſhold affairs 
to perſons of a religious turn ot mind, 


That an excellent leſſon does this portion of Scripture 


* * 
} 


afford to ſuch youths as are expoſed to the alluremen 
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— 


wanton women . would it be ſor thouſands, mould 


Lu. 
they take example from Joſeph, 

Perſons who are injured. by calumnzitors, are encou- 
raged by this part of Sacred Hiſtory, to ſubmit with PR 
ence.to ſuch evils as their traducers may bring upon the 
ſince they may reſt allured of the mercy and favour of Gow: 
which will immediately alteviate IN ir ſufferings, and in- 
ſpire them with hopes of a final deliverance, 
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IHE DREAMs oF THE BUTLER AND BAKER. 


AY it came to paſs after theſe things, that 
Pharaoh, King of Egypt, was wroth again(: 
two of his officers, againſt the chief of the butlers, 
and againft the chief 4 the bakers. 

And he put them in ward in the houſe of the 
captain of the guard, into the priſon, the place where 
TJoteph was bound. 

And the captain of the guard charged Joſeph with 
them, and he ſerved them, and they continued a ſea- 
ſon in ward. | 

And they dreamed a dream, both of them, eac! 
man his dream in one night, each man accord- 
ing to the interpretation of his dream: the butler and 
the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound in 
the priſon, 

And Joſeph came in unto them in the morning, 
and looked upon them, and behold they were fad, 
And he aſked Pharaoh's officers that were with him 
in the ward of his lord's houſe, faying, W hereforc 
look ye fo ſadly to-day ? 

And they ſaid unto him, We have dreamed a dream, 
and there is no interpreter of it. And Joſeph ſaid 
_ unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God! 
tell me them I pray you. 

And 


THE BU TLER's DREAM, &c. Regs 


And the chief butler told his dream to Joſeph, and 
{aid unto him, In my dream, behold, a vine was be- 
fore me: and in the vine were three branches : and 
it was as though it budded, and her bloſſoms ſhot 
forth; and the cluſters thereof brought forth ripe 
grapes. 

And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took 
the grapes, and preſſed them into Pharaoh's cup, and 
Igave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 

And Joſeph faid unto him, This is the interpreta- 
tion of 1t : the three branches are three days : 

Yet within three days ſhall Pharaoh lift up thine 
head, and reſtore thee unto thy place: and thou 
ſhalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the 
former manner when thou waſt his butler. 

But think on me when it ſhall be well with thee, 
and ſhew kindnels, I pray thee, unto me; and make 
mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of 
this houle. 

For indeed I was ſtolen away out of the land of the 


Hebrews: and here allo have J done nothing that 


they thould put me into the dungeon. 

When the chief baker ſaw that the interpretation 
was good, he faid unto Joſeph, I alſo was in my 
dream, and behold I had three white baſkets on my 
head, 

And in the uppermoſt baſket there was of al 
manner of baked meats for Pharaoh ; and the birds 
did eat them out of the baſket upon my head: 


3 | And 
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much with magicians, who pretended to the power of fore- 
telling future events, and interpreting dreams; and we may 
ſuppoſe, from the expreſſion, there is ub interpreter, that 
Pharach's officers wiſhed for an opportunity of conſulting 
one cf thoſe ſages, Joſeph's reply indicated that he did not 
| believe human arts could enable any perſon whatever to in- 
terpret dreams; and he ſeems to have been ſuddenly inſpired 
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And Joſeph anſwered and ſaid, This is the inter. 
pretation thereof ; the three baſkets are three days : 

Yet within three days ſhall Pharaoh lift up thy 
head from off thee, and ſhall hang thee on a tree, 
and the birds ſhall cat thy fleſh from off thee. 

And it came to paſs the third day, which was 
Pharaoh's birth-day, that he made a feaſt unto all 
his ſervants; and he lifted up the head of the chief 
butler, and of the chief baker, among his ſervants. 
And he reſtored the chief butler unto his butlerſhip 
again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand: 


But he hanged the chief baker; as Joseph had in- x 
terpreted to them. Yet did not the chief butler re- 


member joleph, but forgat him. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


The manner in which Joſeph accoſted his fellow priſoners, 


Pharanh's butler and baker, ſhews, that he felt a benevolent 

ſolicitude for their happineſs. The dreams which they had, 

were undoubtediy from God, fent, as we ſhall ſoon perceive, 

to anſwer particular purpoſes of His Providence, but chiefly 
to lead to the deliverance and advancement of Joſeph. 


The Egyptians were a very ſuperſtitious people, and dealt 


with 


UNCERTAINTY OF DREAMS. 223 


with a perſuaſion that Gob would make known to Jim th 
import of thoſe which now diſturbed the minds of the chief 
butler and baker, | 

Joſeph's requeſt, that the butler would recommend him to 
the clemency of Pharaoh, was not at all inconſiſtent with the 
moſt firm truſt in Gop; for he had no reaſon to expect mi- 
racles to be wrought in his favour, when his deliverance 
might be effected, under the Divine, bleſſing by human 
means. | 
It muſt have been a ſevere trial to Joſeph, to be ranked 
with the vileſt of mankind - and therefore we cannot wonder 
that he took every opportunity of atteſting his innocence. 

It is needleſs to fay that there was great ingratitude in the 
butler's forgetfulneſs of Joſeph ; particularly as he knew by 
his own experience, both the horrors of impriſonment, and 
the joy of liberation. 

The will of Gop is now ſo fully made known to Chriſtians 
by the publication of the Scriptures, and theſe ſacred volumes 
contain ſuch a variety of examples and warnings, that we 
have ſeldom occaſion for intimation by dreams, and there- 
fore it is beſt to pay no attention to the nocturnal ramblings 
of the mind; ſor if, as Joſeph obſerves, iztzrpreta'inns are of 
God, it maſt be very preſumptuons in any Auman being to at- 
tempt to explain them: and ſhould Gop ſee fit to af: our 
minds in an extraordinary. manner, by a dream on any par- 
ticular occaſion, he will, doubtleſs, by the ſame in{tinctive 
power, direct us to the right underſtanding of it“. 


* I will not take upon me abſolutely to aſſert, that all dreams are 
inſignificant, but in general they certainly are ſo; and unleſs accom- 
panied with an irreſiſtible impulſe, to do or avoid ſomething which has 


a dire tendency to promote our own gd, or that of others, we may 
be ſure it is not of Gov, Every ſuggeſtion to qvickedneſs, is to be aſ- 
cribed to the evil one, and as ſuch ſhould be reſiſted. 
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8. XLVI. 
TosEPH INTERPRETS PHARAOH's DREAMS, 


A it came to paſs at the end of two full years, 
X that Pharaoh dreamed a dream, and his ſpirit 
was troubled ; and he ſent and called for all the ma- 
gicians of Egypt, and all the wiſe- men thereof: and 
Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none 
that could interpret them unto Pharaoh, 

Then ſpake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, ſaying, 
I do remember my faults this day. Pharaoh was 
viroth with his ſervants, and put me in ward in the 
captain of the guard's houſe, both me and the chicf 
baker. 

And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he, 
we dreamed each man according to the interpretation 
of his dream. 

And there was there with us a young man, an 
Hebrew, ſervarit to the captain of the guard : and we 
told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams ; to 
each man according to his dream he did interpret. 

And it came to paſs, as he interpreted to us, ſo it 
was: me he reſtored unto my office, and him he 
hanged. I TILES 
Ihen Pharaoh ſent and called Joſeph, and they 
brought him haſtily out of the dungeon ; and he 
ſhaved himſelf, and changed his raiment, and came in 
unto Pharaoh. OD And 


an tha MW 
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And Pharaoh faid unto Joſeph, I have dreamed a 
dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and 
[ have heard ſay of thee, that thou canſt underſtand a 
dream to interpret it. 

And joſeph anſwered Pharaoh, ſaying, It is not 
in me; Gop ſhall give Pharaoh an anſwer of peace. 


And Pharaoh faid unto Joſeph, In my dream, be- 


hold I ſtood upon the bank of the river. And be- 
hold, there came up out of the river, ſeven kine, fat- 
fleſhed and well-favoured ; and they fed in a mea- 
dow. 

And behold, feven other kine came up after them, 
poor and very ill-favoured, and lean-flethed, ſuch as 
I never ſaw in all the land of Egypt for badneſs. 
And the lean and the ill-favoured kine did eat up the 
firſt ſeven fat kine. 

And when they had caten them up, it could not 
be known that tliey had eaten them; but they were 
ſtill ill-favoured, as at the beginning. 80 I awoke, 
And I flept and dreamed the ſecond time. 

And I faw in my dream, and behold, ſeven ears 
came up in one ſtalk, full and good. And behold, 
ſeven ears, withered, thin and blaited with the eaſt- 
wind, ſprung up after them. 

And the thin ears devoured the ſeven good ears: 
and I told this unto the magicians ; but there was 
none that could declare it unto me. 


And Joſeph faid unto Pharaoh, the dream of 


Pharaoh is one: Gop had ſhewed Pharaoh what he 
is about to do, 
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226 JOSEPH's INTERPRETATION, 


The ſeven good kine are ſeven years; and the ſeven 
good ears arc feven years; the dream 1s one, 

And the ſeven thin and ill-favoured kine that 
came up after them, are ſeven years : and the ſeven 
empty ears blaſted with the eaſt-wind, ſhall be ſeven 
years of famine. 

This is the thing which I have ſpoken unto 
Pharaoh. What Gop is about to do, he ſheweth 
unto Pharaoh. _ 

Behold, there come ſeven years of great plenty 
throughout all the land of Egypt. And there ſhall 
ariſe after them ſeven years of famine; and all the 
plenty ſhall be forgotten in the land of Egy * and 
the famine ſhall conſume the land. 

And the plenty ſhall not be known in the land, 
by reaſon of that famine following: for it ſhall be 
very grievous. _ 

And for that the dream was doubled unto Pha- 
raoh; it is becauſe the thing is eſtabliſhed by Gon, 
and Gop will ſhortly bring it to pals. 

Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man diſcreet 
and wiſe, and ſet him over the land of Egypt. 

Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers _ 
over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land 
of Egypt in the ſeven plenteous years. 

And let them gather all the food of thoſe good 
years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of 
Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 


And 
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And that food ſhall be for ſtore to the land againſt 


the ſeven years of famine, which ſhall be in the land 
of Egypt; that the land perith not through the fa- 
mine. 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, 
and in the eyes of all his ſervants. 


And Pharaoh ſaid unto his ſervants, Can we find 
ſuch a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of 


Go. is: 

And Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph, Foraſmuch as 
Gop hath ſhewed thee all this, there is none ſo diſ- 
creet and wiſe as thou art : 

Thou ſhalt be over my houſe, and according unto 
thy word ſhall all my people be ruled; only in the 
throne will I be greater than thou, N 
And Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph, See, I have ſet 


thee over all the land of Egypt 


And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and. 


put it upon Joſeph's hand, and arrayed him in veſ- 
tures of fine linen, and put a. gold chain about his 
neck. | | | 
And he made him to ride in the fecond chariot 
which he had ; and they cried before him, Bow the 


knee; and he made him ruler over all the land of 


Egypt. 
And Pharaoh ſaid unto Toſeph, I am Pharaoh, 


and without thee ſhall no man lifr up his hand or 


foot in all the land of E Opt. 
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And Pharaoh called Joſeph's name Zaphnath- 
paaneah : and he gave him to wife Aſenath the 
daughter of Poti-pherah prieſt of On. And Joſeph 
went out over all the land of Egypt. 

And Joſeph was thirty years old when he ſtood 
before Pharaoh king of Egypt: and Joſeph went out 
from the preſence of Pharaoh, and went throughout 
all the land of Egypt. 

And in the ſeven plenteous years the earth brought 
forth by handfuls. 

And he gathered up all he food of the 55 
years which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up 
the food in the cities: the food of the field which 
was round about every city laid he up in the ſame. 

And Joſeph gathered corn as the ſand of the ſea, 
very much, until he left numbering: for it was with- 
out number. 

And unto Joſeph were born two ſons before the 
years of famine came: which Aſenath the daughter of 


Poti-pherah prieſt of On, bare unto him. 


And Joſeph called the name of the firſt- born Ma- 
naſſeh: for Gop, ſaid he, hath made me forget all 
my toil, and all my father's houſe. 

And the name of the ſecond called he Ephraim: 
for Gop hath cauſed me to be fruitful in the land of 
my affliction. 


And the feven years of plenteouſneſs that was in 


the land of Egypt were ended. 
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And the ſeven years of dearth began to come, ac- 

cording as Joſeph had faid : and the dearth was in 
all lands: but in all the land of Egypt there was 
bread. 5 

And when all the land of Egypt was famiſhed, 
the people cried to Pharaoh for bread : and Pharaoh 
ſaid unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joſeph ; what 
he faith to you, do. 

And the famine was over all the face of the earth : 
and Joſeph opened all the ſtore-houſes, and ſold unto 
the Egyptians: and the famine waxed ſore in the 
land of Egypt. 

And all countries came into Egypt to Joſeph for to 
buy corn; becauſe that the famine was ſo ſore in all 
lands. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


The magicians whom Pharaoh conſulted, are ſuppoſed to 


have been perſons who had great ſkill in aſtronomy, The 


Egyptians had very particular uſe for this Science, on ac- 


eount of the inundation of the river Nile, In that country 


it ſeldom rains ; but every year at a particular ſeaſon, the 
river {wells and overflows its banks, and continues to do fo 
for about 40 days, and then ſubſides; leaving behind a kind 
of mud, or ſlime, which enriches the earth to ſuch a degree, 
that it becomes immediately fit for vegetation ; and little 
labour is required from the huſbandman, to produce a plen- 
tiful harveſt: in ſome years the inundation (as the over- 
flowing of the river is called) is not ſufficient, which occa- 


ſions great ſcarcity, becauſe the natural ſoil of Egypt is very 
In 


ſandy. 
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In the early ages of the world, before mankind had had 
much experience, or writing was invented, there were many 
particulars neceſſary to be known, in order to aſcertain the 
ſeaſons at which different parts of the earth ſhould be culti- 
vated. It was very material in Egypt, for inſtance, to be 
prepared for the 1nundation, an event of the utmoſt impor. 
tance to the inhabitants of that country; and it is ſuppoſed 
that this led the Egyptians to obſerve the motions of the flars, 
that they might know how the year paſſed by the appearance 
of the heavens ; as they diſcovered that the ſtars ſucceeded 
in regular rotation, There is one very bright ſtar, called the 
Dog-ſtar, which appears in Egypt early in the morning, juſt 
before the time of the inundation ; and there are a variety 
of other circumſtances in the motions of the celeſtial bodies 
that required the particular attention of the antient Egypti- 
ans, which, in all probability, give riſe to the appointment of 
a ſet of perfons called magicians, whole buſineſs it was to 
ſtudy the motion of the ſtars, and by their revolutions to in- 
form the unlearned when they might expect the inundation. 

Thoſe perſons, who were unacquainted with the ſcience of 
aſtronomy, muſt certainly have entertained a very high opi- 
nion of theſe magicians ; and finding that they could give 
them ſuch important inſtruction, began to ſuppoſe them 
capable of fortelling future events by ſupernatural power, 
and even of working miracles. We may conclude that they 
were the moſt learned men in the kingdom; and therefore it 
1s eaſy to account for Pharaoh's having recourſe to them, 
when his mind was ſo greatly diſturbed. 

Pharaoh's butler ſeems to have recolleficd his promiſe to 


Toſeph, with great compunction of mind. How much was 


his preſent kindneſs invalidated by his former forgetfulneſs! 


Before Sacred Hiſtory afforded precedents, it ſeems to have 


been ſometimes the method of Providence, to give by dreams, 


intimation to Kings concerning remarkable events that were 
| to 


PH ARA O H's DREAM. 231 


to happen in the world. We may reaſonably conclude, that 


from the time of the deluge, ſuch a famine as was now ap- 
proaching, had not been known, We may alſo conjecture, 
that it was not deſigned for a judgment on the Jing of Egypt, 
but on the people of that and the adjacent nations; from 
which may be inferred, that Pharaoh had greater reverence 
ſor Gop than his ſubjects had, whatever erroneous notions 
he might have imbibed, through a wrong education, Joſeph 
was evidently ſent as a meſſenger of peace to him, . 
The dreams of Pharaoh were ſuch, that the art of man could 
not inveſtigate them ; yet without them, Pharaoh would not 
have been induced to ſend for Joſeph ; neither would he have 
known a truth of great importance in a country where ſuper- 
ſition prevailed, that znterpretations come from Gor. We 
may add, that in all probability Pharaoh would have ne- 
glected to gather into ſtore-houſes, or the people might have 
been remiſs in ſowing grain, after a few years of ſuch aſto- 
niſhing abundance ; the conſequences of which would have 
been fatal to thouſands. Or they might have ſuppoſed the 
plenty and famine to have been the effects of mere natural 
cauſes, inſtead of looking up to Gop as the author of them. 
Joſeph's advice, though perfectly agreeable to reaſon, was 
the reſult of Divine revelation. A. man like him, remarkable 
for humility, and juſt releaſed from a priſon, would ſcarcely 


have ventured to offer his own ſentiments ſo freely to an 


auguſt monarch. According to the conſtitution of the nation, 
a tenth part of the product of the country was the king's 
right; and we may ſuppoſe that the reſt, which was laid by 
in ſtore-houſes, he purchaſed. A fifth part of the corn was 
afterwards found adequate to the deficiencies of the years of 
famine; for it is to be conſidered, that, befides the king's 
ſtores, the rich people of the land had it in their power, 
during the years of plenty, to lay by a great deal, aiter hav- 
ing ſupplied their quota to government; and we may ſup- 

| poſe 
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poſe that the earth itſelf, while the dearth laſted, yielded 4 
ſmall quantity. 

Pharaoh's determination to follow Joſeph's counſel, was 
perſectly conſiſtent with a ſtedfaſt belief in Gop ; and the 
honours he heaped on him, ſhewed a firm truſt in the Divine 
promiſes, The name which was given to Joſeph, ſignifies a 


prime minifler. Without imputing ambition to Joſeph, de 


may account for his accepting this poſt by ſuppoſing, that in 


ſo doing he followed a Divine impulſe. 


The knowledge of the true Gop was not totally. loſt 
among the Egyptians at this time; for it is ſtrongly intimated 
that they believed in the HoLy S FIRTH; but in what man- 
ner they paid their adorations to the SUPREME BEING, we 
do not know: it is ſuppoſed that they made uſe of /ymbz!; 
to expreſs his attributes, Even this was a great corruption 
of the religion of Noah ; but not ſo bad as what they were 
afterwards guilty of, in ſetting up imaginary deities, in com- 
petition with the LoRD. Had Potiphera been an idolator of 
the laſt deſcription, we have reafon to think no temptation 
would have prevailed on Joſeph to form an alliance with 
him; and it will be ſhewn in a following Section, that he did 
not entirely conform to the cuſtoms of the Egyptians : there- 
fore we may conclude, that he practiſed the religion of his 
fathers, as much as it was in his power to do in a foreign 
land, We are told that © the Loxp was with Joſeph,” 


which would ſcarcely have been the caſe, if he had forſaken 


the LoRD. | 
Joſeph ſoon, by his great activity, convinced Pharaoh, 


that in appointing him as prime miniſter, he had made a ju- 


dicious choice, | 
How merciful was Gon in ſo ordering events hs abun- 


dance ſhould precede ſcarcity ! 


While Joſeph continued in priſon, he revolleRed with re- 
gret, the comforts of his father's houſe ; but his exaltation 
was 
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was now ſo great, and his means of doing good ſo enlarged, 
that he thought it his duty to ſettle his mind entirely to his 
preſent ſituation, Pharaoh appears to have continued very 
ſteadfaſt in his attachment to Joſeph, What a dreadful ſitua- 
tion would he and his people have been in, had not the Lord 
ſo wonderfully interpoſed for their relief. 

In this Section we have a freſh inſtance to warn us againſt 
human attempts to interpret dreams.—In ſhort, they uſually 
admit of no interpretation at all, becauſe they are the mere 
ſports of fancy, or rather the remnants of ideas, which have 
before paſſed in the mind. 

Kings are inſtructed by this portion of Scripture, to ſeek 
out as miniſters, men not only “ diſcreet and aviſe,” but 
thoſe © in whom the Spikir of Gop is;” that is to ſay, 


perſons who regulate their lives in all the relative duties, by 


the revealed will of Gon.—From the example of Joſeph, 
Miniſters may learn, that they ſhould, in the management 


of public affairs, conſult the welfare cf both king and people, 


and eſtabliſh ſuch laws as may give their country conſequence 
with other nations, The Subjects of a kingdom are led from 
this portion of Scripture to conſider it as an interpoſition of 
Providence in their favour, when they have righteous 
rulers, and private perſons are admoniſhed in the time of 
affliction, to place their truſt and confidence in Gon, who 
can ſo order events, as, by a happy reverſe of fortune to make 
thera forget all their former ſorrows, and bleſs them with 
proſperity in the height of their affliction. | | 
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JosEPH AND His BRETHREN. 


NY when Jacob knew that there was corn in 
Egypt, Jacob ſaid unto his ſons, Why do 50 
look one upon another ? | 

And he faid, Behold, I have heard that there 1s 
corn in Egypt; get ye down thither, and buy for us 
from thence, that we may live, and not die. 

And Joſeph's ten brethren went down to buy corn 
in Egypt. But Benjamin, Joſeph's brother, Jacob 
ſent not with his brethren: for he ſaid, Leſt perad- 
venture miſchief befal him. 

And the ſons of Iſrael came to buy corn among thoſe 
that came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan. 

And Joſeph was the governor over the land, and 
he it was that fold to all the people of the land: and 
Joſeph's brethren came and bowed down themſelves 
before him, with their faces to the earth. 

And Joſeph faw his brethren, and he knew them, 
but made himfelf ſtrange unto them, and ſpake 
roughly unto them; and he ſaid unto them, Whence 
come ye? and they ſaid, From the land of Canaan, 
to buy food. 

And Joſeph knew his brethren, but they knew not 
him. And Joſeph remembered the dreams which he 

| dreamed 
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dreamed of them, and ſaid unto them, Ye are ſpies; 
to ſee the nakedneſs of the land you are come. 

And they ſaid unto him, Nay, my lord, but to 
buy food are thy ſervants come. We are all one 
man's ſons; we are true men, thy ſervants are no 
ſpies. 

And he ſaid unto them, Nay, but to ſee the na- 
kedneſs of the land you are come. 

And they ſaid, Thy ſervants are twelve brethren, 
the ſons of one man in the land of Canaan; and be- 
hold, the youngeſt is this day with our father, and 
one is not. NET 

And Joſeph ſaid unto them, That is it that I ſpake 
unto you, ſaying, Ye are ſpies. 

Hereby ye ſhall be proved; by the life of Pharaoh, 
ye ſhall not go forth hence, except your youngeſt bro- 
ther come hither, | : 

Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, 
and ye ſhall be kept in priſon, that your words may be 
proved, whether there be any truth in you: or elſe, 
by the life of Pharaoh, ſurely ye are ſpies. 

And he put them altogether into ward three days. 
And Joſeph ſaid unto them the third day, This do, 
and live: for I fear Gop. 

If ye be true men, let one of your Lenten be 
bound in the houſe of your priſon: go ye, carry corn 
for the famine of your houſes: But bring your young- 
eſt brother unto me: ſo ſhall your words be verified, 
and ye ſhall not die. And they did fo, 

And 
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And they ſaid one to another, We are verily guilty 
concerning our brother, in that we ſaw the anguiſh of 
his ſoul, when he beſought us, and we would not 

hear: therefore is this diſtreſs come upon us. 
And Reuben anſwered them, ſaying, Spake I not 
-unto you, ſaying, Do not fin againſt the child; and ye 
would not hear? therefore behold alſo, his blood 1s re- 
quired, 

And they knew not that Joſeph underſtood them; 
for he ſpake unto them by an interpreter. 

And he turned himſelf about from them, and wept: 
and returned to them again, and communed with 
them, and took from them Simeon, and bound him 
before their eyes. 

Then Joſeph commanded to fill their ſacks with 
corn, and to reſtore every man's money into his ſack: 
and to give them proviſion for the way: and thus did 
he unto them. 

And they laded their aſſes with the corn, and de- 
parted thence. And as one of them opened his ſack 
to give his aſs provender in the inn, he eſpied his mo- 
ney: for behold it was in his ſack's mouth. 

And he faid unto his brethren, My money is re- 
ſtored; and lo, it is even in my ſack: and their heart 
failed them, and they were afraid, ſaying one to ano- 
ther, What is this that Gop hath done unto us? 

And they came unto Jacob their father, unto the 
land of Canaan, and told him all that befel unto them, 
ſaying, | 

The 
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The man who is the lord of the land, ſpake roughly 
to us, and took us for ſpies of the country. And we 
ſaid unto him, We are true men; we are no ſpies. 

We be twelve brethren, ſons of our father: one is 
not, and the youngeſt is this day with our father in 
the land of Canaan. 

And the man, the lord of the country, ſaid unto 
us, Hereby ſhall I know that ye are true men: leave 
one of your brethren here with me, and take food for 
the famine of your houſholds, and be gone: 

And bring your youngeſt brother unto me: then 
ſhall I know that ye are no ſpies, but that ye are true 
men; ſo will I deliver you your brother, and ye ſhall 
traffic in the land. 

And it came to paſs as they emptied their ſacks, 
that behold every man's bundle of money was in his 
ſack: and when both they and their father ſaw the 
bundles of money, they were afraid. 

And Jacob their father ſaid unto them, Me have 
ye bereaved of my children; Joſeph is not, and 
Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away : all 
theſe things are againſt me. 

And Reuben ſpake unto his father, ſaying, Slay 
my two ſons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver 
him into my hand, and I will bring him to thee 
again, 

And he ſaid, My ſon ſhall not go down with you, 
for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if miſ- 
_ chief befal him by the way in the which ye go, then 
ſhall 
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ſhall ye bring down my grey hairs with ſorrow to the 
grave. 


ANNOTATIONS anp REFLECTIONS | 


In times of public calamity, the minds of men are fre- 
quently ftruck with a kind of conſternation that prevents 
their making any exertions for their own relief: This ſeems _ 
to have been the caſe with Jacob's ſons. ——*<*+* The famine 
was ſore in the land,” — the labours of the huſbandman were 
ineffectual, —-the LorD had withdrawn his bleſſing, and the 
wretched inhabitants of Canaan were in danger of periſhing, 
for want of ſuſtenance, m—Utterly at a loſs for expedients in 
this dreadful emergency, Joſeph's brethren “ looked on each 
other” with fearful expectation, not knowing which of them 
would firſt feel the dire effects of this afflicting evil, 

Jacob had an habitual truſt in the Divine Promiſes ; nor 
did the Lok diſappoint his hopes, but ſhewed that “ Ile 
was with him whitherſcever he went.” In the preſent in- 
ſtance, we may regard it as a proof of this providential care, 
that. Jacob ſhould ſo early hear that „ there was corn in 
Egypt.” | | | | 

It appears that this Patriarch indulged the ſame kind of 
partiality for Benjamin, as he formerly did for Joſeph ; but 
there 13 this excuſe to be made for him, that his other ſons 
were in a manner ſeparated from him, having families of 
their own, while Benjamin was his conſtant companion. 

The land of Egypt was extremely well fortified by nature, 
and in danger of incurſions only in that quarter which lay 
neareſt to Canaan. Joſeph had therefore a very good pretence 
for challenging his brethren as ies. — His words may be 
conſtrued as a ſort of interrogation, Are ye not ſpies? The 
anſwer which they made, furniſhed a very good reaſon why 

; they 


they ſhould not be regarded as ſuch ; for it was ſcarcely pro- 
bable, that a man would ſend ſo many of his own ſons on ſo 
dangerous an expedition ; or that the brethren of one family 
mould undertake it, without other aſſociates, 

Joſeph's expreſſion, By the life of Pharaoh, is not to be con- 
ſidered as an oath, but as a vehement atlervation, ſignifying 
As ſurely as Pharaoh lives. We ſoul! reflect that the oc- 
caſion was ſudden; and that his mind was violently agitated, 

As the governor of Egypt, Joſeph was in a very critical 
ſituation, —He had great reaſon to ſuſpect that his brethren 
had not told him truth in regard to Benjamin; and ſuppoſing 
that they had murdered him, it would haze been a flagrant 
act of injuſtice to let them eſcape unpuniſhed; but though 
Joſeph committed them to priſon, there is no account of any 
cruelties inflicted on them during their confinement, —Tt 
would have been very wrong, had he owned them at once; 
tor had they proved as wickedly inclined as formerly, he could 
not for his reputation's ſake have continued his protection to 
them, or lived on the terms of brotherly love. | 
It was very natural that Joſeph ſhould feel a particular 


affection for Benjamin, as he was the ſon of his own mother, 


and therefore more nearly related to him, than the reſt of 
his brethren ; beſides moſt of the others were much older than 
himſelf; and they had all the time he lived with them, re- 
garded bim with a jealous eye, and treated him unkindly; 


ſo that he muſt have had uncommon goodneſs of heart, to 


have felt ſo much tenderneſs for "Ow; as his engen be · 
haviour diſplays. 

We have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that after mature deliberation, 
Joſeph reſolved to keep one only of his brothers as a hoſtage, 
and leave the event to Providence. Had the brethren been 
at liberty, three days at leaſt would have been neceſſary to 


relt themſelves, and their cattle, and tranſact their buſineſs ; 


lo 


JOSEPH's ASSEVERATION, 3 


240 EXPEDENTS AGAINST FAMINE. 


fo that Jacob, and that part of his family who remained 
with him in Canaan, did not ſuffer by their detention. 

In the confeſſion which they made to each other, we may 
perceive the natural effects of wicked aGtions---thoſe re. 
proaches of conſcience which are ever ready to torment the 
guilty, It muſt have been a great conſolation to Reuben, 
at this time, to think, that he had endeavoured to prevent 
what the others now ſo juſtly deplored, 

It is evident, from Joſeph's emotion, that he did not take 
theſe meaſures from a principle of cruelty or revenge, We 
may ſuppoſe, from his choice of Simeon, that he regarded 
him as the chief inſtigator to the cruelties which had been ex- 
erciſed on himſelf; and therefore moſt likely to be guilty in 
reſpect to Benjamin, — The Jews have a tradition, that as 
ſoon as the others were gone, Simeon was releaſed from his 

fetters, and treated with the utmoſt lenity. 
Juoſeph's returning the purchaſe- money, may be imputed to 
two reaſons; a deſire of proving the integrity of his brethren; 
and a willingneſs to relieve gratuitouſly the neceſſities of his 
relations. — The inns, in thoſe days, afforded no refreſh - 
ment, but merely houſe-room and lodging. | 

By this ſection, we are inſtructed, that in times of deart!1 
and ſcarcity, the inhabitants of a country ſhould not ſit down 
in ſupine dejection, “ looking at one another ;” but make 
diligent enquiry, whether it is not poſſible to procure a ſup- 


ply from ſome foreign land, —It alſo contains a powerful 


warning to all perſons, againſt the perpetration of wicked 
actions; ſince, however ſecretly committed, they leave a 
{ting in the conſcience; and when known, bring ſuſpicion 
upon the authors of them, in caſes in which they are per- 
ſectly blameleſs, 
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ND the famine was ſore in the land. And it 
came to paſs when they had eaten up the corn 
which they had brought out of Egypt, their father 
faid unto them, Go again, buy us a little food. 
And Judah ſpake unto him, ſaying, The man did 
ſolemnly proteſt unto us, ſaying, Ye ſhall not ſee 
my face, except your brother be with you. 

If thou wilt ſend our brother with us, we will go 
down and buy thee food : but if thou wilt not ſend 
him, we will not go down: for the man faid unto 
us, Ye ſhall not ſee my face, except your brother be 
with you. 

And Ifrael ſaid, Wherefore dealt ye ſo ill with me, 
as to tell the man whether he had yet a brother? 

And they ſaid, The man aſked us ſtraitly of our 


ſtate, and of our kindred, ſaying, Is your father yet 


alive? have ye another brother? and we told 
him according to the tenor of theſe words: could we 
certainly know that he would ſay, Bring 88 bro- 
ther down ? 


And Judah ſaid unto Iſrael his father, Send the 
lad with me, and we will ariſe and go: that we may. 
ive and not die, both we, and thou, and alſo « our 


little ones: 
M | I will 
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I will be ſurety for him: of my hand ſhalt thou 
require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and ſet 
him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever. 
For except we had lingered, ſurely now we had re- 
turned this ſecond time. 

And their father Iſrael ſaid unto them, If it muſt 
be ſo now, do this: take of the beſt fruits in the 
land in your veſſels, and carry down the man a pre- 
ſent, a little balm, and a little honey, ſpices, and 
myrrh, nuts, and almonds ; and take double money 
in your hand: and the money that was brought 
again in the mouth of your ſacks, carry it again in 
your hand ; peradventure it was an overſight. 

Take alſo your brother, and ariſe, go again unto 
the man: and Gop ALMIGHTY give you mercy be- 
fore the man, that he may ſend away your other 
brother, and Benjamin: if I be bereaved of my chil- 
dren, I am bereaved, 

And the men took that preſent, and they took 
double money in their hand, and Benjamin; and 
roſe up, and went down to Egypt, and ſtood before 
Toſeph. 
And when Joſeph faw Benjamin with them, he 
ſaid to the ruler of his houſe, Bring theſe men home, 
and ſlay, and make ready : for theſe men ſhall dine 
with me at noon. 

And the man did as Joſeph bade; and the man 
brought the men into Joſeph' s houle, 


And 
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And the men were afraid becauſe they were 
brought into Joſeph's houſe; and they ſaid, Be- 
cauſe of the money that was returned in our facks 
at the firſt time, are we brought in; that he may 
ſeek occaſion againſt us, and fall upon us, and take 
us for bondmen, and our aſſes. 

And they came near to the ſteward of Joſeph's 
houſe, and they communed with him at the door of 
the houſe, and ſaid, O fir, we came indeed down at 
the firſt time to buy food, and it came to paſs when 
we came to the inn, that we opened our ſacks, and 
behold every man's money was in the mouth of his 
ſack, our money in full weight : and we have brought 
it again in our hand. And other money have we 
brought down in our hands to buy food : we can- 
not tell who put our money in our facks. 

And he faid, Peace be to you, fear not: your 
Gop, and the Gop of your father hath given you 
treaſure in your ſacks: I had your money : and he 
brought Simeon out unto them. 

And the man brought the men into Joſeph's 
houſe, and gave them water, and they wathed their 
feet: and he gave their aſſes provender. 

And they made ready the preſent againſt Joſeph 
came at noon : for they heard that they ſhould eat 
bread there. © | 
And when Joſeph came home, they brought him 
the preſent which was in their hand into the houſe, 
and bowed themſelves to him to the earth. 

M 2 „ ad 
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And he aſked them of their welfare, and ſaid, Is 


your father well, the old man of whom ye ſpake ? 


Is he yet alive? 

And they anſwered, Thy ſervant our father is in 
good health, he is yet alive: and they bowed down 
their heads, and made obeiſance. 

And he lift up his eyes, and ſaw his brother Ben- 
jamin, his mother's ſon, and faid, Is this your 
younger brother, of whom ye ſpake unto me? and 
he ſaid, Gop be gracious unto thee, my ſon, 

And Joſeph made haſte, for his bowels did yearn 
npon his brother: and he ſought where to weep : 
and he entered into his chamber and wept there ? 

And he waſhed his face, and went out, and re- 
frained himſelf, and ſaid, Set on bread. = 

And they ſet on for him by himſelf, and for them 
by themſelves, and for the Egyptians which did eat 
with him by themſelves ; becauſe the Egyptians 
might not eat bread with the Hebrews : for that is 
an abomination unto the Egyptians. 


And they fat before him, the firſt born according ; 
to his birth-right, and the youngeſt according to his 


youth: and the men marvelled one at another. 
And he took and ſent meſſes unto them from be- 


fore him; but Benjamin's meſs was five times ſo 


much as any of theirs, And they drank, and were 
merry with him. 


ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS AvD REFLECTIONS. 


There is an appearance of undutifulneſs in Judah's refuſal. 


to go down into Egypt at his father's command; but we 
ſhould conſider the ſituation he was in. — Jacob felt the 
force of his ſon's remonſtrances, and was convinced that Ju- 
dah inſiſted upon Benjamin's accompanying him, not from a 


principle of diſobedience, but prudence and neceſſity. The 


preſent which he ſent, conſiſted of the choiceſt produce of 
the land of Canaan, 

Though Jacob at firſt had ſuffered his affection for one 
child to make him unmindful of what was due to the rett 
of his family, he ſoon recollected his duty, and reſigned his 
affairs to the diſpoſal of Providence. 

It is evident that Joſeph's detention of Simeon proceeded 
from a diftruſt that he had dealt treacherouſly with his young- 


elt brother; for as ſoon as he was convinced that Benjamin 


was ſafe, he found it difficult to reſtrain the effuſions of his 
tenderneſs towards all of them, With what anxious ſoli- 


citude did he enquire after his aged parent! With what af- 


fection did he behold his mother's fon! Not one unkind or 
barſh expreſſion did he utter, but entertained his brethren 
with the utmoſt hoſpitality, —Prudence ſuggeſted that a 


| farther trial of them was neceſſary, before he placed con- 
fidence in them, and therefore he refrained himſelf, but the 


pain which it colt him to do fo, the ſacred hiſtorian has moſt 


pathetically expreſſed, Well might his brethren, a company 


of ſhepherds, be aſtoniſhed, at being treated with ſo much 
ceremony and reſpect in the palace of a Vice-roy! How con- 
deſcending and engaging mult Joſeph's behaviour have been, 


which encouraged his brethren, under ſuch circumſtances, to 


be merry with him. 
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It is likely that the Egyptians poſſeſſed that illiberal ſpirit 
which prevails too much among the lower kinds of Fngliſh. 
men, of regarding foreigners as perſons of an inferior ſpecies 
to themſelves; and that this was the ground of that abomi-. 
nation in which they held the Hebrews. 

The manner of eating among the antients, was, to have a 
number of ſmall diſhes ſet before the maſter of the feaſt, who 
diſtributed to each gueſt his portion. = A double meſs was the 
uſual mark of diſtinction. 

From this ſection, we learn, that it is adviſeable in extra- 
ordinary caſes, for parents to comply with the remonſtrances 
of their children, if the latter have had experience in the 
world, rather than to inſiſt upon an implicit obedience in 
matters where their affections may lead them wrong.—Before 
they determine to follow their own opinion in favour of one 
child, they ſhould carefully conſider whether their doing fo 
will be conſiſtent with their duty to the reſt. | 

Whenever the intereſts of perſons who have an equal claim 
to conſideration, ſeem to interfere, it is the beſt way for heads 
of families to imitate Jacob's example, and purſue the meaſure 
which preſent exigencies require, for the good of the «whole, 
leaving the care of individuals to Divine Providence. 


SECT. 
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. 
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A* D Joſeph commanded the ſteward of his 
houſe, ſaying, Fill the men's ſacks with food, 
as much as they can carry, and put every man's 
money in his ſack's mouth; and put my cup, the 
ſilver cup, in the ſack's mouth of the youngeſt, and 
his corn-money : and he did according to the word 
that ſoſeph had ſpoken. 


As ſoon as the morning was light, the men were 


ſent away, they and their aſſes, 


And when they were gone out of the city, and 


not yet far off, Joſeph ſaid unto his ſteward, Up, 
follow after the men ; and when thou doſt overtake 
them, fay unto them, Wherevore have ye rewarded 
evil for good? 

Is not this it in which my Lord drinketh? and 
whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in ſo 
doing. 

And he overtook them, and he fake unto then 
_ theſe ſame words. And they ſaid unto him, Where- 
fore faith my lord theſe words? Gop forbid that thy 
ſervants ſhould do according to this thing, 


Behold, the money which we found in our ſack's 


mouths, we brought again unto thee out of the land 
of Canaan: how then ſhould we ſteal out of thy 
lord's houſe filver or gold? | 
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With whomſoever of thy ſervants it be found, 
both let him die, and we alſo will be my lord's bond- 
men. And he ſaid, Now alſo let it be according 
unto your words : he with whom it is found ſhall be 
my ſervant : and ye ſhall be blameleſs. 

Then they ſpeedily took down every man his ſack 
to the ground, and opened every man his ſack. And 
he ſearched, and began at the eldeſt, and left at the 
youngeſt : and the cup was found in Benjamin's ſack. 

Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man 
his aſs, and returned to the city. And Judah and 
his brethren came to Joſeph's houſe ; (for he was yet 
there) and they fell before him on the ground. 

And Joſeph ſaid unto them, what deed is this that 
ye have done? wot ye not that ſuch a man as I can 
certainly divine? 

And Judah ſaid, what ſhall we fay unto my lord | ? 
what ſhall we ſpeak? or how ſhall we clear ourſelves !? 
Gop hath found out the iniquity of thy ſervants : 
behold, we are my lord's ſervants: both we, and 
he alſo, with whom the cup is found. 

Add he faid, Gop forbid that I ſhould do ſo ; but 
the man in whoſe hand the cup is found, he ſhall be 
my ſervant; and as ior you, get you up in peace 
unto your father. 

Then Judah came near unto him, and faid, Oh, 
my lord, let thy ſervant, I pray thee, ſpeak a word in 
my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn againit 
thy ſervant; for thou art even as Pharaoh, | 
| My 
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My lord aſked his ſervants, ſaying, Have ye a [1 
father, or a brother? And we ſaid unto my lord, (| 
We have a father, an old man, and a child of his | 
old age, a little one : and his brother is dead, and he 
alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth 
him. 1 | 

And thou ſaidſt unto thy ſervants, Bring him down 
unto me, that I may ſet mine eyes upon him. 

And we ſaid unto my lord, The lad cannot leave 
his father : for if he ſhould ve his father, his father 
would die. 

And thou ſaidſt unto thy ſervants, Eee your 
youngeſt brother come down with you, ye ſhall ſee 
my face no more. 

And it came to paſs when we came up unto thy 
ſervant my father, we told him the words of my +4 
lord. | 

And our father ſaid, Go again, and buy us alittle Þ$1 
food. And we ſaid, We cannot go down: if our 4 

youngeſt brother be with us, then will we go down: 
for we may not ſee the man's face except our youngeſt 
brother be with us. i 

And thy ſervant, my father faid unto us, Ye know 14 
that my wife bare me two ſons: And the one went 1 
out from me, and I ſaid, Surely he is torn to pieces; 
and I ſaw him not ſince: 

And if ye take this alſo from me, and miſchief be- 
fal him, ye ſhall bring down my gray hairs with 
ſorrow to the grave. 
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I am Joſeph your brother, whom ye ſold into Egypt. 
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Now therefore when I come to thy ſervant my 
father, and the lad be not with us: (ſeeing that his 
life is bound up in the lad's lite ;) 


It ſhall come to paſs, when he ſeeth that the lad is 


not with us, that he will die ; and thy ſervants ſhall 


bring down the gray hairs of thy Vane our father 
with ſorrow to the grave. 

For thy ſervant became ſurety for the lad unto my 
father, ſaying, If I bring him not unto thee, then 
I ſhall bear the blame to my father for ever. 

Now therefore I pray thee, let thy ſervant abide 
inſtead of the lad, a bond-man to my lord, and let 
the lad go up with his brethren. - 

For how ſhall I go up to my father, and the lad 
be not with me ? leſt peradventure I fee the evil that 
ſhall come on my father. | 

Then Joſeph could not refrain himſelf before all 
them that ſtood by him: and he cried, Cauſe every 
man to go out from me: and there ſtood no man 


with him, while Joſeph made himſelf known unto 


his brethren. 


And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the 
houſe of Pharaoh heard. And Joſeph ſaid unto his 
brethren, I am Joſeph; doth my father yet live? 
and his brethren could not anſwer him: for they 
were troubled at his preſence. 


And Joſeph ſaid unto his brethren, Come n near to 


me, I pray you; and they came near: and he ſaid, 


Now 


ME oat ah ««. A 
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Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with 
yourſelves, that ye fold me hither; for Gop did 
tend me before you to preſerve life. 

For theſe two years hath the famine been in the 
land: and yet there are five years, in the which there 
ſhall neither be earing nor harveſt. 

And Gop ſent me before you to preſerve you a 
poſterity in the earth, and to ſave your lives by a 
great deliverance. 


So Now it was not you that ſent me hither, but 


Gor; and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, 
and lord of all his houſe, and a ruler throughout all 
the land of Egypt. | 

Haſte ye, and go up to my father, and ſay unto 
him, Thus faith thy fon Joſeph, Gop hath made 
me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry 
not. EE 
And thou ſhalt dwell in the land of Goſhen, and 
thou ſhalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, 
and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and my 
herds, and all that thou haſt. | 

And there will I nouriſh thee; (for yet there are 


five years of famine;) leſt thou and thy houſhold, 


and all that thou haſt come to poverty, 


And behold, your eyes ſee, and the eyes of my 


brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that ſpeaketh 


unto you. And ye ſhall tell my father of all my 


glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have ſeen: and 
ye ſhall 9888 and bring down my father hither. 
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And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, 


and wept; and Benjatain wept upon his neck. 
Moreover he kiſſed all his brethren, and wept upon 
them : and after that his brethren talked with him. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


As Joſeph had formed a deſign for the benefit of his relati- 
ons, and could not by any other means obtain intelligence, 
whether his brethren were delerving of his intended Kkind- 
neſs, he was perfectly juſtified in making the experiment he 
did. The circumſtance he particularly wanted to know, 
was, whether they really loved Benjamin, and would protect 


him at all events. It muſt doubtleſs have given him the 


greateſt degree of ſatisfaction to find, that they not only re- 
pented of their crime towards himſelf, but were ſtrictly juſt 
in their mercantile concerns, and tenderly attached toward 
each other, OY 

Joſeph's queſtion, Wot ye not that ſuck a man as I can cer- 
tainly divine? is not to be underſtood as if he practiſed 
magical arts, or was conſtantly inſpired : it is rather a proof 
that he was liable to human infirmities, which led him to 
make uſe of this artifice, in order to intimidate his brethren, 
It may be obſerved by the by, that this was not conſiſtent 
with Joſeph's uſual wiſdom, becaufe the very charging them 
with a theft which they had not committed, ſhewed his bre- 


thren, that, in one inſtance at leaſt, his divination was falſe. 


Judah was at a loſs what reply to make. He might juſtly 
have pleaded, that there was a juggle in the whole tranſac- 
tion from beginning to end; but having no advocate to ſup- 
port his cauſe, he was afraid to do this. He therefore in 
ambiguous terms, acknowledged the conſciouſneſs of guilt 
when oppreſſed the minds of himſelf and brothers, and the 


conviction. 
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conviction accompanying it, that their affliction was from 
GoD. 

What a pathetic ſcene now enſued, and how powerfully 
did Judah plead I Never was a tale related with more pa- 
thetic eloquence than this! No wonder that Joſeph, whoſe 
heart was agitated with the tendereſt emotions, could no 
longer refrain himſelt! Who but a ſacred penman, inſpired 
to deſcribe the workings of nature, by Him to whom all hearts 
are open, could have conveyed to the world ſuch a lively 
repreſentation of this memorable event ? 

Having tried his brethren as much as was neceſſary for 
their juſtification, and his own ſatisfaction, Joſeph nobly re- 
ſolved to make them amends for the ſufferings he had in- 
flicted, by freely forgiving the perſonal injuries he had re- 
ceived from their hands; and henceforth to conſider what 
bad happened, as a diſpenſation of Providence, to which 
his brothers had been inſtrumental, Nothing could be more 
generous than his kind endeavours to quiet their conſciences 


for though Gop in bis infinite mercy over-ruled their defigns, 


their cruelty towards him was the reſult of their own wicked 
inclinations; they were actuated by human paſſions, not 
compelled by divine power, 

What happineſs muſt Joſeph have enjored in the ability 
of removing his father from a ſtate of famine, to eaſe and 
affluence l and how great mult be the felicity of all parties 
at this perfect reſtoration of family harmony! 

This portion of Scripture affords a ſtriking picture of filial 
affection and duty Judah was more concerned for his fa- 


ther's happineſs, than for his own ſafety: Joſeph could no 
longer refrain from diſcovering himſelf, when he knew the 


painful uncertainty that Jacob endured. — In this reſpect 
they are worthy of imitation ; for thoſe who have withanxious 


care, reared a family, have an undoubted right to their 


dg regards, Old age is ſubject to many infirmities; 
| and 


« 
l 
i 


* 
1 
; 

4 


254 JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 


and it ſhould be the ſtudy of every child not to add to theſe 
| ſufferings, but to leſſen them as much as poſſible, How 
dreadful is the idea of “bringing down the gray hairs of a 
parent with ſorrow to the grave !” 

Fraternal affection is alſo ſtrongly enforced by the examples 
of both Judah and Joſeph. In the firſt, we behold an elder 
brother acting as the guardian and protector of a younger 
one, In the other, a forgiveneſs of injuries, and a partici- 
pation of benefits, with a view to encreaſing the happineſs of 
an honoured parent, and with a deſire of promoting the 
general proſperity of the family. 

An uſeful leſſon of worldly prudence is alſo conveyed in this 
portion of Scripture ; namely, that it is the intereſ of bre- 
thren to live in friendſhip and harmony, as the ſucceſs of one, 
may lead to the advantage of all. Happy would it be, if 
theſe conſiderations were allowed their due weight with all 
Chriſtians ! 


. 
DEPARTURE OF Joskrn's BRETHREN. 


 Jacos AND HIS FAMILY SETTLE IN EGYPT. 


Nr it was heard in Pharaoh's houſe, ſaying, 
Joſeph's brethren are come: and i it pleaſed Pha- 
raoh well, and his fervants. 

And Pharaoh faid unto Joſeph, Say unto thy bre- 
thren, This do ye: lade your beaſts, and go get ye 
into the land of Canaan; _ 
And take your father, and your houſholds, and 
come unto me; and I will give you the good of the 
land of Egypt, and ye ſhall eat the fat of the land. 

- OE Now 


JACOB's EM OT ION. 25 5 

Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you 
waggons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, 
and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 

Alſo regard not your ſtuff, for the good of all the 
land of Egypt is yours. And the children of Iſrael 
did ſo: and Joſeph gave them waggons, according to 
the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provi- 
fion for the way. 

To all of them he gave each man changes of rai- 
ment: but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces 
of ſilver, and five changes of raiment. 

And to his father he ſent after this manner; ten 
aſſes laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten 
ſhe- aſſes laden with corn and bread and meat for his 
father by the way. 


So he ſent his brethren away, and they departed: 


and he ſaid unto them, See that ye fall not out by 


the way. And they went up out of Egypt, and came 
into the land of Canaan, unto Jacob their father, 
And told him, ſaying, Joſeph is yet alive, and he 
is governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's 
heart fainted, for he believed them not. | 
And they told him all the words of Joſeph, which 
he had faid unto them: and when he ſaw the Wag- 


gons which Joſeph had ſent to carry him, the ſpirit of 


Jacob their father revived. 


And Iſrael ſaid, It is enough; Joſeph my ſon is Ju 


alive; I will go and ſee him before I die. 


And 
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And Iſrael took his journey, with all that he had, 
and came to Beer-ſheba, and offered ſacrifices unto 


the Gop of his father Iſaac. 


And Gop ſpake unto Iſrael in the viſions of the 


night, and ſaid, Jacob, Jacob; and he faid, 


Here 


am IJ. And he faid, I am Gop, the Gop of thy fa- 
ther: fearnot to go down into Egypt, for I will there 


make of thee a great nation. 


I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will alſo 
ſurely bring thee up again: and Joſeph ſhall put his 


hand upon thine eyes. 


And Jacob roſe up from 1 and the ſons 
of Iſrael carried Jacob their father, and their little 
ones, and their wives, in the waggons which Pha- 


raoh had ſent to carry him. 


And they took their cattle, and their goods which 
they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into 


Egypt, Jacob, and all his ſeed with him. 


His ſons, and his ſons ſons with him, his daugh- 
ters, and his ſons daughters, and all his ſeed, brought 


he with him into Egypt. 


All the ſouls that came with Jacob into Egypt, be- 
ſides Jacob's ſons wives, were threeſcore and fix: 
And the ſons of Joſeph which were born to him in 
Egypt, were two fouls. In all threeſcore and ten. 
And he ſent Judah before him unto Joſeph, to di- 


rect his face unto Goſhen: and they came into the 


land of Goſhen. 


Reckoning Jacob himſelf, and Joſeph, 


And 
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And Joſeph made ready his chariot, and went up 
to meet Iſrael his father, to Goſhen; and he preſented 
| himſelf unto him: and he fell on his neck, and wept 
on his neck a good while, 

And Iſrael ſaid unto Joſeph, Now let me die, 
ſince I have ſeen thy face, becauſe thou art yet alive. 

And Joſeph faid unto his brethren, and unto his fa- 
ther's houſe, I will go up, and ſhew Pharaoh, and 
ſay unto him, My brethren and my father's houſe, 
which were in the land of Canaan, are come unto 
me: | 
And the men are ſhepherds; for their trade hath 
been to feed cattle: and they have brought their 
flocks, and their herds, and all that they have. 

And it ſhall come to paſs when Pharaoh ſhall call 
you, and ſhall ſay, What is your occupation? 

That ye ſhall fay, Thy ſervants trade hath been 
about cattle, from our youth even until now, both 
we, and alſo our fathers: that ye may dwell in the 
land of Goſhen: for every ſhepherd i is an abomina- 
tion unto the Egyptians, 

Then Joſeph came and told Pharaoh, and faid, 
My father, and my brethren, and their flocks, and 
their herds, and all that they have, are come out of 
the land of Canaan: and behold, they are in the 
land of Goſhen. 

And he took ſome of his 8 even five men, 
and preſented them unto Pharaoh. 


And 
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And Pharaoh ſaid unto his brethren, What is your 
occupation? and they faid unto Pharaoh, Thy 
ſervants are ſhepherds, both we, and alſo our fa- 
thers. 

They ſaid moreover unto Pharach, For to ſojourn 
in the land are we come; for thy ſervants have no pa. 
ture for their flocks; for the famine is ſore in thc 
land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, Jet thy 
ſervants dwell in the land of Goſhen. | 

And Pharaoh ſpake unto Joſeph, ſaying, Thy fa- 
ther, and thy brethren, are come unto thee: 

The land of Egypt is before thee: in the beſt of the 
land make thy father and brethren to dwell; in the 
land of Goſhen let them dwell: and if thou knoweſt 
any men of activity amongſt them, then make them 
rulers over my cattle. 

And Joſeph brought in Jacob his father, and ſet 
him before Pharaoh: and Jacob bleſſed Pharaoh, 
And Pharaoh faid unto: Jacob, How old art thou? 

And Jacob ſaid urito Pharaoh, the days of the 
years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty 
| years: few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been, and TI have not attained unto the days of the 
years of thelives of my fathers in the ys of their pil- 
grimage. 

And Jacob bleſſed Pharaoh, and went-out from be: 
fore Pharaoh. 

And Jofeph placed his father and his brethren, and 
gave them a poſſeſſion in the land of Egypt, in the 
| belt 
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beſt of the land, in the land of Rameſes, as Pharaoh 
had commanded, 

And Joſeph nouriſhed his father and his brethren, 
and all his father's houſhold, with bread, according 
to their families, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


The immediate attention which king Pharaoh paid to 
Joſeph's brethren, ſhows the high eſteem he had for him; 
and the ready concurrence of his officers Proves, that Joſeph 
had executed the truſt repoſed in him, ſo as to gain their 
good opinion. 


Pharaoh, on this occaſion, diſplayed a ly royal munifi- . 


cence, and an earneſt defire to do honour to a man, who de- 
ſerved ſo well of his king and country. 


Not content with diſpenſing the gifts of Pharaoh, Joſeph | 


added others, as teſtimonies of dutiful reſpect to his father, 
and of affection to all his brethren. There was a very good 
reaſon for his diſtinguiſhing Benjamin above the reſt, as has 
been already obſerved. 

The admonition which Joſeph gave to his brethren, not 
to fall out by the wway, was ſpoken, as it ſeems, in kindneſs, 


not by way of reproach. A quarrel would moſt likely have 


occaſioned their ſeparation, in which caſe, his benevolent 
deſigns, which included all, would have been fruſtrated. 


How affecting it is to read the account which is here given 


of the return of Jacob's ſons! 

It is likely that the good old patriarch had N him- 
ſelf the comfort of ending his days in the Land of Promiſe; 
and at his time of life, a change of ſituation muſt have been 


very diſagreeable to him; however, parental affection over- 


came all obſtacles. 


Jacob | 
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Jacob does not ſeem to have had any particular pleaſure in 
reflecting on Joſeph's exaltation and riches ; it was enough 
for this affectionate father, that his long loſt ſon was yet 
alive. He had no wiſh ſo great as that of beholding him once 
more before he died. 

It was by the expreſs command of Gov, that Jacob fixed 
his abode in Canaan ; and we may ſuppoſe that he was ac- 
quainted with the prediction ſpoken by the Lord to Abra. 
ham. Thy ſeed ſhall be a firanger in a land which ts nol thieirs, 
and ſhall ſerve them, and they ſhall aſſlict them ſour hundred 
years *, Therefore, when he was required to remove with 
all his family into Egypt, it was natural for him to have 
dread and apprehenſions. The preſent ſituation of his affairs 
was critical; and hoxever indifferent it might be to him in- 
dividually in what part of the world he ſhould reſide, for the 
ſhort remainder of his days, as Heir of the Promiſes, it was of 
material conſequence to obtain direction from Gop : with 
this view we ay ſuppoſe, as well as to teſtify his gratitude, 
the patriarch offered ſacrifices at Beer-ſheba, which was in 
the way to Egypt, and the utmoſt borders of Canaan to the 
ſouth. 

It muſt have heen a great conſolation to Jacob to have his 
fears quieted by a Divine Promiſe, before he took his laſt 


fare wel of that country in which he was born, and on Which 


his hopes reſpecting the future proſperity of his family were 
fixed. - | 
With what beautiful ſimplicity has the ſacred hiſtorian 
deſcribed. the interview between Joſeph and his father I It 
evidently appears, that neither grandeur or riches had any 
charms for Jacob; all the affections of his ſoul were at that 
inſtant collected together in the fulneſs of paternal love.— 
He felt in that happy moment, conſolation for years of 
ſorrow, the height of human felicity ; and was contented 
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to reſign his life, ſince he had attained the ſummit of his 
deſires. | 

« The land of Goſhen was ſituated in the eaſtern parts of 
Egypt, between the Red Sea and the River Nile, upon the 
borders of Canaan, It was a fruitful ſpot, every way fit 
for paſturage. This country was ſeparate from Egypt, and 
on this account, particularly deſirable to the Iſraelites, as 
they might keep themſelves in a body without endangering 
their religion or manners, by mixing with the Egyptians, 
and without incurring their envy or odium, as they would 
have done had they lived among them, and ſhared any power 
or profit in the government. They were alſo very conveni- 
ently fixed for returning into Canaan, whenever it ſhould 
\ pleaſe Gop to command them to leave Egypt. 

© The country of Egypt was divided into three parts, of 
which the prieſts had one, the king the ſecond, and the 
ſoldiery a third; but under theſe there were three other 
ranks of men, ſhepherds, huſbandmen, and artificers. The 
huſbandmen ſerved the king, and the other two orders in 
tilling the ground for very ſmall wages, and ſo did the 
ſhepherds in their capacities. It cannot therefore be thought 
that the Egyptians held ſhepherds in general in abhorrence, 
but merely ſuch as were foreigners ; which averſion probably 
aroſe from the great oppreſſion and tyranny they had endured 
from the Phoenician ſhepherds, who had before penetrated 
into their country, made great devaſtations, and for a con- 
ſiderable time kept poſſeſſion of it. But, upon whatever ac- 
count it was, we muſt conſider it as a great inſtance of 
Joſeph's modeſty and love of truth, that he was not aſhamed 
of an employment ſo mean in itſelf, and ſo vile in the eyes 
of the Egyptians. It is obſervable, that he did not boaſt of 
his deſcent from Abraham, a mighty prince, or Iſrael, a prince 
|. of Gon: his pleaſure and ambition were to ſhow forth the 
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wonderful goodneſs of Goo, in bringing him from ſo low 
a condition in life, to ſuch power and grandeur. 

The poſt to which Pharaoh appointed Joſeph's brethren, 
was an honourable one, in reference to the occupation 
which they had themſelves made choice of. 

In what terms Jacob pronounced a bleſſing on Pharaoh, 
we are not told ; but may conclude, that he expreſſed grati- 
_ tude for the benefits conferred on himſelf and his family, 
and wiſhed the king proſperity and happineſs. 

If we reflect on the various calamities which had befallen 
Jacob, ſince he firſt left his father's houſe, we may eaſily con- 
ceive why he ſaid his days had been evil: he had not yet 
attained to the age of his progenitors, 

It is remarkable, that in his anſwer to Pharaoh, Jacob 
called his life a pilgrimage; and we find from ſeveral texts of 
Scripture *, that the Patriarchs, and other good men, con- 
ſidered themſelves as flrangers and ſo-journers upon earth, 
This idea the Apoltle to the Hebrews enlarges upon, and 
obſerves , that thoſe who confeſſed themſelves ſtrangers and 
pilgrims, plainly declared, that they ſought a country, 
which, he obſerves, could not be that from which they came 
out, becauſe, to that they might have returned; but they 
fought a better; that is to ſay, an heavenly country. It may 
be inferred, that Jacob's hopes were actually fixed upon an 
- heavenly ſtate, ſince he was not at all elated with the proſpe- 
rity that ſmiled upon him, neither did he lament his leaving 
Canaan. | 

Joſeph's happineſs mult have been very great, in ſeeing his 
_ venerable parent, and all his relations, ſo happily ſettled 
around him. | 
From Joſeph's advice to his brethren, /ee that ye fall not 
cout by the away, a very inſtructive leſſon may be learnt. How 
frequently does it happen, that children of the ſame family 


* Pf. xxxix. xi. cxix. xix. * Heb. xi, xili. xiv. &c. 


diſagree 
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diſagree concerning the gifts or legacies beſtowed by a rela- 
tion, if one among them has a larger portion than the reſt. 
Theſe contentions are not likely to benefit any ; on the con- 
trary, ſuch animoſities deſtroy that concord which is of 
greater value than much treaſure; and prevent the inter- 
courſe of good offices, which affords more ſubſtantial plea- 
ſures, than riches can purchaſe, 

The leſſon may be extended farther ; for if Chriſtians in 
general conſider human life as a pilgrimage, ſurely it muſt 
appear the height of folly, to fall out with their fellow- 
travellers by the way, about ſtraws and pebbles; when they 
are journeying towards a country where treaſures of ineſti- 
mable value will be beſtowed on each of them, if they love 
one another as their Heavenly Father requires. 


. 


Tres EGYPTIANS SELL THEMSELVES TO 
PHARAOH, 


ND there was no bread in all the land; for 
A the famine was very ſore; ſo that the land of 
| Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted by reaſon of 
| the famine. : 

And Joſeph gathered up all the money that was 
found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, 
| for the corn which they bought: and Joſeph brought 
the money into Pharaoh's houſe. | 
And when money failed in the land of Egypt, and 
in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto 
| Joſeph, and ſaid, Give us bread ; for why ſhould we 
die in thy preſence ? for the money faileth, 


And 
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And Joſeph ſaid, Give your cattle ; and I will give 

you for your cattle, if money fail. 
And they brought their cattle unto Joſeph : and 
Joſeph gave them bread in exchange for horſes, and 
for the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for 
the aſſes: and he fed them with bread, er all their 
cattle, for that year, 

When that year was ended, they came unto him 
the ſecond year, and faid unto him, we will not hide 
it from my lord, how that our money is ſpent, my 
my lord alſo hath our herds of cattle; there is not 
ought left in the ſight of my lord, but our bodies and 
our lands. 


Wherefore ſhall we die before thine eyes, both we 


and our land? buy us and our land for bread, and 
we and our land will be ſervants unto Pharaoh : and 
give us ſeed, that we may live and not — that the 
land be not deſolate. 
And Joſeph bought all the land of Egypt for 
Pharaoh; for the Egyptians ſold every man his field, 
becauſe the famine prevailed over them: ſo the land 
became Pharaoh's. 
And as for the people, he removed them to cities 
from one end of the borders of Egypt, even to the 
other end thereof. 


Only the land of the prieſts bought he not ; for 
the prieſts had a portion aſſigned them of Pharaoh, 


and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them: 
| wherefore they fold not their lands. 


Then N 
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Then Joſeph ſaid unto the people, Behold, I have 
bought you this day, and your land for Pharaoh : 
lo, here is ſeed for you, and ye thall ſow tae land. 

And it ſhall come to paſs in the increafe, that you 
ſhall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts 
ſhall be your own, for ſeed of the field, and for your 
food, and for them of your houſholds, and for food 
for your little ones, 


And they ſaid, Thou haſt ſaved our lives: let us 
find grace in the ſight of my lord, and we will be 
Fharaoh's ſervants. 

And Joſeph made it a law over the hund of Egypt 
unto this day, that Pharaoh ſhould have tho HH part; 
except the land of the prieſts o: ly, Which became not 
Pharacoh's. 


ANNOTATIONS AN p REFLECTIONS, 

It evidently appears, that the famine | in the land 6' 9 
was defigned as a judgment on the people, not on the 4:8; for 
while the former were reduced to ſlavery, the US. Was 
rallied to the higheſt pitch of affluence. 

On a ſnperkcial view, Joſeph ſeems to have had a parti ja 
regard for the king; but we find that the people complied 
zwillingly with his requiſition, and there is no doubt but that 
he did right, as he was in this matter guided by unerring 
wifdom. Tn reſpect to the cattic, they were a burden to 
the Egyptians, if they had no paſturage; and the extremities 
of tamine would have reduczd the people to live entirely 
upon fleſh, which would have been hurtful to their conſtitu— 
tions; therefore, by giving them corn in exchange, Pharaoh 
certainly conferred an immediate benefit upon his ſubjects. 


N. What 
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What is in this Section called the ſecond year, was, in reality, 
the laſt year of the famine. It is to be obſerved, that the 
_ Egyptians weluntarily offered to reſign their lands, and ſell 
themſelves as flaves to Pharaoh ; and it will be found, that in 
making the purchaſe, he had their welfare in view. We may 
ſuppoſe, by Joſeph's removing them from their uſual abodes, 
that there were ſome irregularities among them that required 
a reform. 

The prieſts of Egypt conſiſted of all the nobility of the land; 
they filled the chief offices in the government, and it is likely 
had ſhewn a dutiful attachment to their ſovereign ; therefore 
Pharaoh might be actuated by gratitude, as well as venera- 
tion, when he forbore to reduce them to a ſtate of ſlavery. 

It is apparent that Joſeph had the good of the people at 
heart, as well as that of the king ; for no ſooner had the 
former ſubmitted, as the exigencies of the ſtate required, 
than he reſtored them their liberties, and allotted them a 
portion of land, with a right to cultivate it for their own ad- 
vantage, reſerving only a fifth part for the expences of go- 
vernment; a tax which fo fertile a country as Egypt could 
very well bear; eſpecially as it required but little trouble 

or charge to cultivate it. This meaſure appeared very rea- 
ſonable to the Egyptians, who, ſenſible that they could not 
have managed ſo well for themſelves, gratefully aſcribed the 
preſervation of their lives to their humane governor, _ 

Joſeph's conduct in this character affords an excellent ex- 
ample to perſons intruſted with the adminiſtration of public 
affairs. His ſituation was very critical, but the wiſdom of 
his plans, and his equity in the execution of them, obtained 
him the eſteem of all parties, 


LECT: 


r L. 
Tux DRATH or Jacos. 


ND Ifrael dwelt in the land of Egypt in the 
country of Goſhen; and they had poſſeſſions 
therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly. 
And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt ſeventeen 
years : ſo the whole age of Jacob was an hundred 
forty and ſeven years. | 


And the time drew nigh that Iſrael muſt die: and 


he called his ſon Joſeph, and faid unto him, If now I 


have found grace in thy ſight, put, I pray thee, thy 
hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with 
me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt. 

But I will lie with my fathers, and thou ſhalt carry 
me out of Egypt, and bury me in their burying 
place: and he ſaid, I will do as thou haſt ſaid. 

And he ſaid, Swear unto me: and he {wear unto 
him. And Ifrael bowed himſelf upon the bed's 
head, 

And it came to paſs after theſe things that one 
told Joſeph, Behold, thy father is ſick; and he took 
with him his two ſons Manaſſch and Ephraim. 
And one told Jacob, and ſaid, Behold thy ſon 


Joſeph cometh unto thee : and Iſrael ſtrengthened 
himfelt, and fat upon the bed. 
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And jacob ſaid unto Joſeph, Gop ALmicnrty 
appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, aid 
bleſſed me, | 

And faid unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruit- 
ful, and multiply thee, and I will make of thee a 
multitude of people; and will give this land to thy 
teed after thee, for an everlaſting poſſeſſion. 

And now thy two ſons, Ephraim and Manaſſch, 
which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt, 
before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine: as 
Reuben and Simeon they ſhall be mine. | 

And thy ittue which thou ſhalt have after them, 
(Hall be thine, and ſhall be called after the name of 
their brethren in their inheritance. 

And as ior me when I came from Padan, Rachel 
died by me in the land of Canaan, in the way, when 
yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath : 
and I buried her there in the way of E ns: the 
ſame is Beth-lehem. 

And Tirael beheld Joſeph's ſons, and ſaid, Who 


are theſe? And Joſeph ſaid unto his father, They 


are my ſons, whom Gop hath given me in this place: 
and he ſaid, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and 
} will bleſs them. 3 | 

Now the eyes of Iſrael were dim for age, 60 that 
he could not fee well: and Joſeph brought them near 
unto him; and Jacob kiſſed them, and embraced 
them. | 2 


And 
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And Iſrael ſaid unto Joſeph, I had not thought to 
ſee thy face: and lo, Gop hath ſhewed me alſo thy 
ſeed. 

And Joſeph brought them out from between his 
knees, and he bowed hiniſelf with his face to the 
earth. 

And Joſeph took them both, Fphraim in his 
right hand toward Iſrael's left hand, and Manaft:h 
in his left hand toward Iſrael's right hand, and 
brought them near unto him. 

And Iirael ſtretched out his right hand, and laid it 
upon Ephraim's head, who was the y.unger, and 
his left hand upon Manaſſch's head: guiding his 
hands wittingly : for Maunaſſeh was the rf ern 

And he bleſſed Joſeph, and ſaid, Gop before 
whom my fathers Abraham and Iſaac did walk, the 
Gop which fed me all my life long unto this day, 
Ihe angel which redeemed me from all evil, bleſs 
the lads; and let my name be named on them, arid 
and the name of my fathers Abraham and Iſaac : 
and let them grow into a mulũtude in the midſt of the 
earth, | 4 5 

And when Joſeph ſaw that his facher laid his right 
hand upon the head of Iphraim, it difpleafed him; 
and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from 
Ephraim's head, unto Manaſſch's head. 

And Joſeph ſaid unto his father, Not ſo, my fa- 


ther: for this is the firſt-born; pat thy Nga hand 
upon his head. 
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And his father refuſed, and ſaid, I know it, my 
ſon, I know it: he alſo ſhall become a people, and 
he alſo ſhall be great : but truly his younger brother 
{hall be greater than he, and his feed ſhall become a 
multitude of nations. | 

And he bleſſed them that day, ſaying, In thee ſhal! 
Iſrael bleſs, ſaying, Gop make thee as Ephraim, and 
as Manaſich : and he ſet Ephraim before Manaſſch: 

And Ifrael faid unto Joſeph, Behold, I die: but 
Gop ſhall be with you, and bring you again unto the 


land of your fathers. 


Moreover, I have given to thee one portion above 
thy brethren, which 1 took out of the hand of the 
Amorite with my ſword, and with my bow. 

And Jacob called unto his ſons, and ſaid, Gather 
yourſelves together, that I may tell you that which 
thall befall you in the laſt days. 

Gather yourſelves together, and hear, ye ſons of 
Jacob; and hearken unto Iſrael your father. 

Reuben, thou art my firſt born ; the excellency of 


dignity, and the excellency of power; e as 


water, thou ſhalt not excel. 
Simeon and Levi are brethren: inſtruments of 


cruelty are in their habitations: 


O my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret ; unto 
their aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united: 
for in their anger they flew a man, and in their ſelf- 


will they digged down a wall: 


Curſed 
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Curſed be their anger, for it was fierce; and 
their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in 
Jacob, and ſcatter them in Iſrael. 

Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren ſhall praiſe; 
thy hand ſhall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy 
father's children ſhall bow down before thee : 

Judah is a hon's whelp: from the prey, my ſon, 
thou art gone up ; he ſtooped down, he couched as a 
lion, and as an old lion; who ſhall rouſe him up; 

The ſceptre ſhall not depart from Judah, nor a 
law-giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come: 
and unto him ſhall the gathering of the people be. 

Binding his fole unto the vine, and his aſs's colt 
unto the choice vine; he waſhed his garments in 
wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes; 

His eyes ſhall be red with Wing, and his teeth 
white with milk. | 

Zebulun ſhall dwell at the haven of the ſea; and 
he fhall be for a haven of ſhips: and his border ſhall _ 
be unto Zidon. 

Iſſachar is a ſtrong aſs, couching down between 
two burdens. 

And he ſaw that reſt was good, and the land that 
it was pleaſant; and bowed his ſhoulder to bear, and 

became a ſervant unto tribute. 
Dan ſhall judge his people, as one of the tribes of 
Iſrael: 

Dan ſhall be a ſerpent by the way, an adder in the 
path; that biteth the horſes-heels, ſo that his rider 
(hall fall backward, 

| N 4 I have 
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I have waited for thy ſalvation, O Lonp. 

Gad, a troop ſhall overcome him : but he ſhall 
overcome at the laſt, 

Out of Aſher his bread ſhall be fat, and he thall 
yield royal dainties. 

Naphtali is a hind let looſe: he giveth good!y 
words, | 

Joſeph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough 
by a well ; whoſe branches run over the wall : 

The archers have ſorely grieved him, and ſhot at 
him, and hated him. 

But his bow abode in ſtrength, and the arms of 
his hands were made ſtrong by the hands of the 
mighty Gop of Jacob : from thence is the ſhepherd, 
the ſtone of Iſrael: 

Even by the Gop of thy father, whe ſhall help 
thee, and by the Almighty, who ſhall bleſs thee with 
bleſſings of heaven above, bleſſings of the deep that 
lieth under, bleſſings of the breaſts, and of the 
worab. 

The bleſſings of thy father have prevailed above 
the bleſſings of thy progenitors, unto the utmoſt 
bound of the everlaſting hills: they ſhall be on the 


head of Joſeph, and on the crown of the head of 


him that was ſeparate from his brethren. 

Benjamin ſhall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he 
ſhall devour the prey, and at night he thall divide 
the ſpoil. 


All 
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All theſe are the twelve tribes of Iſrael: and this 
is it that their father ſpake unto them, and bleſſed 
them; every one according to his bleſſing he bleſſed 
them. 

And he charged them, and faid unto them, I am 
to be gathered unto my people ; bury me with my 
fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, | 

In the cave that 1s in the field of Machpelaki 
which is before Mare, in the land of Canaan, 
which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, for a poſſeſſion of a burying-place, 

And when Jacob had made an end of command- 
ing his ſons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, 
and yielded up the ghoſt, and was gathered unto his 
people. 

And Joſeph fell upon his father's face, and wept 
upon him, and kiſſed him. 

And Joleph commanded his ſervants the phyſi- 
cians to embalm his father ; and the phyſicians em- 
balmed Ifrael, | 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The Divine Promiſe made by the Lord to Jacob, that 
He would be with him whitherſrever he went, was remarkably 
_ fulfilled in Egypt, both in reſpet to the encreaſe and 
proſperity of his family: but the good old patriarch's mind 
was fixed on Canaan, and his urgent deſire to be buried 
Were, may be conſidered as a proof of his belief in the Divine 

Ns promiſes, 
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promiſes. It was alſo a very prudent requeſt to be interred 
in the cave of Machpelah, as it was calculated to anſwer the 
purpoſe of keeping up in the minds of his deſcendants, a 
wiſh and expectation of returning to Canaan at Gop's ap- 
pointed time. 

The expreſſion, Iſrael bowed himſelf, ſeems to relate to ſome 

form or ceremony uſed on this occaſion, 
Though Joſeph had obtained ſuch an uncommon ſhare of 
Tiches and honours in Egypt, and doubtleſs had great poſſeſ- 
ſions to bequeath to his children, he eſteemed the bleſſing of the 
LoRD as the moſt valuable portion they could enjoy ; and 
with the view to obtain it for them, he took his two ſons 
Ephraim and Manaſſeh with him, when, in conſequence of 
the ſummons he had received, he went to attend his dying 
father, 

If Jacob had not incorporated Joſeph's ſons into his own 
family, and bequeathed to their poſterities an inheritance in 
the land of Canaan, diſputes might afterwards have ariſen 
between their deſcendants and thoſe of Jacob's other ſons : the 
latter would, in all probability, have conſidered the former 
as Egyptians. And Ephraim and Manaſſeh themſelves might, 
from a predilection for their native country, have prejudiced 
their children in favour of it. Jacob appears to have cheriſhed 
a tender remembrance of his dear wife Rachel; and he men- 
tioned with ſeeming regret, that the circumſtances he was in, 
when ſhe died, prevented his burying her in the cave of 
Machpelah. | 

In the preference given to Ephraim, we have an additional 
proof of the foreknowledge of the SUPREME BEING; for in 
- pronouncing the bleſſing on them, Jacob evidently ſpake by 
Divine inſpiration. This bleſſing related only to the tem- 

poral ſtate of their poſterities. | | 
Jacob was at this time in the very circumſtances in which 
| Ifaac was, when he pronounced the paternal bleſſing on 
him, 
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him, old and dim-ſighted; the remembrance of his father's 
inadvertency, in all probability, made bim particularly cir- 
cumſpect. 

It is remarkable, that Jacob calls the Gop before whom 
his fathers walked, (and whom he had jult before ſtiled 
God ALMIGHTY) the ANGEL that redeemed him from all 
evil, and ſuſtained him. By recollecting the various revela- 
tions that were made to this patriarch, we ſhall find, that he 
did not allude to any created being, but to the LoD Him- 
ſelf, who was the only viſible author of his deliverance and 
ſuſtenance. The portion which Jacob gave to Joſeph, as his 
own particular bequeſt, was the field which he purchaſed of 
Hamor the father of Shechem. It is likely that the Amorites 
ſeized upon this when Jacob went to ſettle at Beth-el; and 
that on account of the altar which he had erected there, be 
reſolved to recover it out of their hands; and though no 
warrior, the patriarch might be enabled to ſucceed in this 
enterprize by the aid of the LokD, 

We may ſuppoſe that all the ſons of Jacob were preſent at 
the time the bleſſing was given upon Ephraim and Manaſſeh; 
for it was neceſſary that they ſhould hear from their father's 
ewn mouth, the LogD's will concerning them, otherwiſe _ 
they might have diſpured their right to be conſidered as 
heads of tribes, or might have blended their poſterities toge- 
ther, under the title of the tribe of Joſeph. 

The bleſſings he pronounced when his ſons ſurrounded his 
bed, were predictions concerning the future ſtate of their 
poſterities, which have been explained by their completion, 
as will be obſerved in a future part of the History of the 
| Iſraelites. It is ſufficient to obſerve at preſent, that Judah 
was to have the pre-eminence. By SHILOH is to be under- 
ſtood the promiſed feed ; and we ſhall find that from the time 
king David, who was of the tribe of Judah, was ſettled upon 
the throne, till the coming of our Saviour JEsUs CURIST, 

N 6 5 Judah 
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Judah poſſeſſed ſome degree of ſovereignty over the reſt of 
the Jewiſh nation, | 

The patriarch Abraham had ſeveral ſons ; but one only 
received the promile of the inheritance of the land of Canaan, 
Iſaac had two, but the youngelt of them was ſole heir of the 
promiſes. The numerous family of Jacob promiſed a great 
increaſe; and it was the Divine will that they ſhould incor. 
porate together, and form one people under the denomina- 
tion of Iſraelites; the inheritance therefore was portioned 
out among them. The peculiar bleſſing reſpecting the 
Everlaſting Covenant was the lot of Judah; on which account 
he was to have the ſovereignty, It will afford great amule- 
ment to obſerve the gradual accompliſhment of theſe pre- 
ditions, 

There is ſomething extremely edifying in Jacob's death. 
With the utmoſt compoſure did he expect his latter end; 
his ſoul ſeems to have been ſtrengthened by the hopes of thoſe 
| bleſſings which were reſerved beyond the utmoſt bounds of the 
everlafling kills for him, and all the nations of the earth, 
through the promiſed Redeemer, It is needleſs to deſcant 
on the character of this Patriarch; every attentive reader may 
diſcover from the events of his life, that he was a man of 
like infirmities with the reſt of human kind, but eminent for 
his faith and piety ; and, on account of theſe, ſupported under 
ſevere conflicts, ſometimes by the viſible appearance of the 

Lorp, ſometimes by the ſecret influences of the Holy Spirit. 
Let it be our earneſt prayer, that we may be enabled to imi- 
tate this faithful ſervant of Go in every perfection, and that 
the ſame LoRD who redeemed him from all evil, and ſuſtained 
him, may alſo ſave and ſupport us in all dangers, ſpiritual 
and temporal. | 
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A* D forty days were fulfilled for Jacob (for ſo 
are fulfilled the days of thoſe which are em- 
balmed ;) and the Egyptians mourned for him three- 
ſcore and ten days, 

And when the days of his mourning were paſt, 
Joſeph ſpake unto the houſe of Pharaoh, ſaying, If 
now I have found grace in your eyes, ſpeak, I pray 
you, in the ears of Fharaoh, ſaying, 

My father made me ſwear, ſaying, Lo, I die: in 
my grave which I have digged for me in the land of 
Canaan, there ſhalt thou bury me. Now therefore 
let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and 
I will come again. 

And Pharaoh ſaid, Go up and bury thy buher, 
according as he made thee ſwear. 

And Joſeph went up to bury his father; and with 
him went up all the ſervants of Pharaoh, the elders 
of his houſe, and all the elders of the land of Egypt. 

And all the houſe of Joſeph, and his brethren, 
and his father's houſe: only their little ones, and 
their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of 
Goſhen. 
| And there went up with him both chariots and 
horſemen : and j it Was a yay great company. 


And 
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And they came to the threſhing- floor of Atad, 
which is beyond Jordan, and there they mourned 
with a great and very ſore lamentation; and he made 
a mourning for his father ſeven days. 

And when the inhabitants of the land, the Ca- 
naanites, ſaw the mourning in the floor of Atad, 
they ſaid, This is a grievous mourning to the Egyp- 
tians: wherefore the name of it was called Abel 
mizraim, which is beyond Jordan. | 

And his ſons did unto him according as he com- 
manded them. | 

For his ſons carried him into the land of Canaan 
and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpe- 
lah, which Abraham bought with the field, for a 
poſſeſſion of a burying-place, of Ephron the Hittite, 
before Mamre. 

And Joſeph returned into Egypt, he and his bre- 
thren, and all that went up with him to bury his 


father, after he had buried his father. 


And when Joſeph's brethren ſaw that their father 
was dead, they ſaid, Joſeph will peradventure hate 
us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we 


did unto him. 


And they ſent meſſengers unto Toſeph, ſaying, 


Thy father did command before he died, ſaying, 


So ſhall ye ſay unto Joſeph, Forgive, I pray thee 
now, the treſpaſs of thy brethren, and their fin; for 


they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, 
forgive the treſpals of the ſervants of the Gop of thy 


father, | 


JACOB's FUNERAL, 2579 


father. And Joſeph wept when they ſpake unto 
him. 9 SE, 

And his brethren alſo went and fell down before 
his face : and they faid, Behold we be thy ſervants. 
And Joſeph ſaid unto them, Fear not; for am I 
in the place of Gop ? 

But as for you, ye thought evil againſt me ; but 
Gop meant it unto good, to bring to paſs, as is it 
this day, to fave much people alive, 

Now therefore fear ye not: I will nouriſh you, 
and your little ones. And he comforted them, and 
ipake kindly unto them. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


We find, that Joſeph, like a dutiful fon, fulfilled the dy- 
ing requeſt of his honoured and lamented parent; and fol- 
lowed his dear remains with every circumſtance of reſpect 

that affection could ſuggeſt, or his own princely rank re- 
quired in the eye of the world. Embalming was an honour _ 
uſually paid to the deceaſed in the land of Egypt ;. the man- 
ner of performing it was this: the bowels were taken out, 
waſhed, and ſecured from putrefaction by- ſome powerful 
drugs, the whole body was anointed with oil of cedar, with 
"myrrh, cinnamon, and other coſtly things, for about thirty 
days, by which means it was preſerved entire, without fo 
much as loſing the hair; after this, it was put in falt of ni- 


tre forty days; laſtly, the body was taken out of the ſalt, 


waſhed and curiouſly wrapped in very fine lawn dipped in 
myrrh, and rubbed with a certain gum that the Egyptians - 
uſed inſtead of glue; then it was put into a coffin, on the up- 

at e | per 
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per part of which was repreſented the deceaſed perſon; it 
was alſo adorned with other curious embelliſhments; the 
neareſt relations uſually kept them in their houſes, Bodies 
thus preſerved, are called mummies ; and there are many 
remaining to this day, though the cuſtom of embalming has 
long been diſcontinued, 

As Joſeph had engaged to carry his father to ſuch a di!. 
tance, it was very neceſſary he ſhould uſe every precaution 
for preſerving the body, becauſe it would have been, before 
they arrived at the cave of Machpelah, in ſuch a ſtate of pu— 
trefaction, as would have endangered the healths of the at- 
tendants on the funeral ſolemnity ; beſides, it is neceſſary in 
many inſtances, for foreigners to comply with the cuſtoms 
of a country they have long reſided in. 

It certainly muſt have been a painful office, for Joſeph and 
his brethren to follow their dear father's remains ſo many 
miles; ſometimes we may ſuppoſe them fhedding tears of 
tender ſorrow, for the loſs of ſo affectionate a friend, recol- 
lecting a thouſand inſtances of parental love; ſometimes 
contemplating his character in thoſe inſtances which pro- 
cured him the favour of Gop, and drawing comfort from 
the hopes, that he enjoyed this ineffable bleſſing in a ſuper- 
lative degree; elevating their own ſouls with ardent wiſhes 
to obtain the ſame glorious reward, and forming reſolutions 
to follow the example of their pious parent. | 

When they had performed the funeral rites, and depoſited 
the body by the venerable remains of his honoured anceſtors, 
Joſeph returned, attended by his brethren, to the land of 
Egypt; for he would neither break his promiſe to Pharaoh, 
nor deſert the office he had been appointed to, as the whole 
land of Egypt would have been thrown into confuſion by his 
reſignation, becauſe there was not a perſon qualified to fill 

his place, : | 


Notwithſtanding 


. 
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Notwithſtanding the numberleſs inſtances which Joſeph 
had given his brethren of his ſincere affection and perfect for- 
giveneſs, they could not baniſh their fears, that his reſent- 
ment, which might have been reſtrained by reſpect for his 
father, would break out again. So hard is it for a guilty 
conſcience to be at reſt! Their hearts told them what of- 
fences they had committed againſt their brother in his belp- 
leſs youth ; and they well knew, that they had no title to 
his affection, but what aroſe from the gootneſs of his own 
diſpoſition. With what amiable tenderneſs did he receive 
their meſſage, and afterwards aſſure them of his protection! 

In this manner, fhould all people at towards their rela- 
tions. If a brother or ſiſter has offended, we ſhould never 
ſuffer reſentment to break out either in violent reproaches, 
or retaliation of injuries; but ſeek out occaſions of recalling 
their love, by acts of kindneſs and friendſhip. Let us think 
how often we offend Gon, who beltows more benefits on us, 
than we can poſſibly do on any creature, He forgives us 


ve ſhould then forgive one another, 


SER: Ee: SAY 6 
THE DEATH OF JOSEPH. 


A* D Joſeph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his fa- 
ther's. houſe: and Joſeph. lived 'an hundred 
and ten years. „ 

And Joſeph ſaw Ephraim's children, of the third 
generation: the children alſo of Machir, the ſon of 
Manaſſch, were brought up upon Joſeph's knees. 

And 
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And Joſeph ſaid unto his father's houſe, I die: 
and Gop will ſurely viſit you, and bring you out of 


this land, unto the land which he ſware to Abra- 
ham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob. 


And Joſeph took an oath of the children of Iſrael, 


ſaying, Gop will ſurely viſit you, and ye ſhall carry 
up my bones from hence. 


So Joſeph died, being an hundred and ten years 
old : and they embalmed him, and he was put in a 
coffin in Egypt; and all that generation died. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Joſeph was about 56 years old when his father died; and, 
we find, that he lived a long time after this. It is preſumed, 
that he continued to the laſt in the high poſt, to which Pha- 
raoh had appointed him. Whether any of his own brethren 
ſurvived him, we are not told. Before his death, his fa- 
ther's houſe had multiplied greatly; and all theſe, accord- 
ing to the uſage of the times, were called his brethren, 

When the hour of his death approached, Joſeph had, by 
Divine inſpiration, a certain aſſurance of the accompliſhment 
of the prediftions made known to him by Jacob, that the 
* Iſraelites would be ſettled at a future time in Canaan ; and 
the command he gave, concerning his remains, 1s reckoned 
by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, as a proof of his faith “.— 
Many reaſons might reſtrain Joſeph from deſiring to be in- 
terred immediately after his deceaſe in Machpelah : it cer- 
tainly was beſt, on all accounts, that his bones ſhould con- 
tinue with the Iſraelites, as a pledge to aſſure them of return- 


* Heb. xi. 22. 


ing 
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ing to the land of promiſe, and a mean of ſtrengthening and 
confirming their faith. 

From the eventful hiſtory of this Patriarch, we may in- 
ſer, that ** every ſituation in human life affords ſufficient. 
opportunities for the cultivation of virtuous habits, and the 
performance of good actions.“ We alſo learn the value of 
virtuous and religious principles early ſown, and deeply 
rooted in the heart. From his father's houſe Joſeph brought 
treaſures, which, even in a ſtate of ſlavery, he could call 
his own; and which procured for him what gold and filver 
could not have purchaſed the favor of the Lorn, and 
the eſteem of mankind.” We are likewiſe inſtructed, that 
the fear of Gop, and a ſerious regard to his authority, is 
the beſt preſervative againſt criminal indulgencies ; —that 
adverſity often proves the means of exaltation; that the 
proper ule of power and riches is to employ them in pro- 
moting the general happineſs of mankind, and of our rela- 
tions in particular; and that a ſtedfaſt reliance on Divine 
Providence will ſupport the mind under the moſt afflicting 
evils that can poſſibly befal us. 


* Dr. Enſizid's Blographical Sermon on the Charscter of Joſeph, 
Vol. 3. | 
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ND the children of Ifract were fruitful, 
increaſed abundantly, and multiplied, 
waxed exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled 
with them. | 
No there aroſe up a new king over Egypt, which 
knew not Joſeph. And he ſaid unto his people, Be- 
hold, the people of the children of Ifraet are more 
and mightier than we. | | 
Came on, let us deal wiſely with them : leſt they 
multiply, and it come to paſs that when there falleth 
out any war, they join allo unto our enemies, and 
fight againſt us, and fo get them up out of the land. 
Therefore they did ſet over them tak-maſters, to 
afflict them with their burdens. And they built for 
Pharaoh treaſure-cities, Pithom and Raamſes. 
But the more they afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and grew. And they were grieved be- 
cauſe of the children of Iſrael. And the Egyptians 
made the children of Iſrael to ſerve with rigour, 
And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage 
in mortar and in brick, and in all manner of ſervice 
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in the field: all their ſervice wherein they made 
them ſerve, was with rigour. 

And Pharaoh charged all his people, ſaying, Every 
ſon that is born to the Hebrews, ye ſhall caſt into 
the river, and every daughter ye ſhall fave alive. 

And there went a man of the houſe of Levi, whoſe 
name was Amram*, and took to wife a daughter of 
Levi, whoſe name was Jochebed +.. | 

And the woman bare a ſon: and when ſhe ſaw 
him that he was a goodly child, ſhe hid him three 


months. 


And when ſhe could not longer hide him, ſhe 
took for him an ark of bulruſhes, and daubed it with 
lime and with pitch, and put the child therein; 
and ſhe laid it in the flags by the river's brink. 

And his ſiſter ſtood afar off, to wit what ſhould 
be done to him. 

And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to waſh 
herſelf at the river: and her maidens walked along 
by the river's ſide: and when the ſaw the ark among, 
the flags, the ſent her maid to fetch it. 

And when ſhe had opened it, ſhe ſaw the child: and 
behold the babe wept. And ſhe had compaſſion on 
him, and faid, This is one of the Hebrew's chil- 
dren, =_ ME 

Then faid his ſiſter to Pharoah's daughter, Shall 


| I go and call to thee a nurſe of the Hebrew women, 


that ſhe may nurſe the child for thee. 


* Exod. vi. 20, + Ibid. 
| And 
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And Pharaoh's daughter ſaid unto her, Go. And 
the maid went and called the child's mother. 

And Pharaoh's daughter ſaid unto her, Take 
this child away, and nurfe him for me, and I will 
give thee thy wages. And the woman took the 
child, and nurſed it. 

And the child grew, and ſhe brought him unto 
Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her ſon, and 
ſhe called his name Moſes; and ſhe ſaid, Becauſe 
I drew him out of the water. 


ANNOTATIONS ard REFLECTIONS. 


The kings of Egypt were all called Pharaoh, though they 
had names beſides: the monarch in whoſe reign Moſes was 
born, came from another country, and had conquered the 
Egyptians : this accounts for his paying no reſpect either to 
the memory of Joſeph, or the lawful eſtabliſhment which the 
children of Iſrael had obtained by a royal grant from a for- 
mer monarch ; nor can we wonder that this king ſhould be 
jealous of a people, who multiplied and flouriſhed in fo re- 
markable a manner. 

The original word here tranſlated at- maſters, properly 
 fignifies tax-gatherers; and the burdens are afterwards men- 
tioned as diſtinct things, under another name: ſo that the 
reſolution of council was, to lay heavy tributes upon the 
Iraelites to impoveriſh, and heavy burdens to weaken them. 

Among other laborious works, it is ſuppoſed they were em- 
ployed in building the famous Pyramids, ia teſtimony of the 
ſplendor of the kings of Egypt, and as repoſitories for the 
dead bodies of thoſe proud and cruel monarchs. 


The 


| 


BIRTH OF MOSES. 287 


The treaſure cities, mentioned in this ſection, are ſaid to 
have been the places in which the kings of Egypt, agreeably 
to the cuſtom introduced by Joſepb, laid up their ſtores of 
grain; but others conjecture that they were fortified cities, 

What an inhuman wretch mult Pharaoh have been, to 
command little innocent babes to be thrown into the river, 
unmindful of the pangs of their afflicted mothers ! 

The method which Jochebed employed to ſave her infant, 
proved, that ſhe believed in the omnipotent power of Gop; 
for it was very unlikely that his life ſhould be preſerved in 
an ark of bulruſhes ; eſpecially in a river filled by an inun- 
dation, which, perhaps, was at that time daily increaſing, 
and of which the direful crocodile was an inhabitant. —— 
Scripture teaches us to regard Jochebed in this inſtance as 
an example of faith“; and we may conceive that we be- 
hold her With invocalions to the living GoD, 


Twiſting together every ſlender reed, 
And with a ſeparate prayer esch ofier weavingÞ, 


What her ſenſations were, when ſhe conſigned her dear 
habe to the watery element, Jet the fond mother imagine! 

It mult be regarded as an interpoſition of Providence, that 
Pharaoh's daughter ſhould come to the place juſt at that 
juncture; and that ſhe ſhould commit the child to the care 
of his own mother, It was a great act of mercy in this 
princeſs to run ſuch a hazard of incurring the diſpleaſure of 
her cruel father, and the cenſure of the public; but the babe 
wept, and ſhe could not reſiſt the eloquence of its cries and 
tears: — ſhe kindly redeemed him from the waves, and re- 
ſolved to nurture him as her own, though he was of mean 
and ignoble birth, and ſprung from a race of ſtrangers de- 
ipiſed by the + Egyptians. 


* Heb. X's 23. 
+ Mic More's Sacred Dramas. It is needleſs to tell the generality 


| of my readers, that this part of Sacred Hiſtory is beautifully diſplayed 


in the work I refer to; but ſome may be e by the information. 
With 
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With what tranſporting delight muſt Jochebed have re. 
ceived her ſon to her arms, after the terrors ſhe had ſuffere( 
on his account! By being reared under her eye, Moſes had 
the advantage of learning, from the dawn of reaſon, to wor. 
ſhip the true Goo. The name which the princeſs gave 
to this her adopted ſon, ſignified drawn out, Moſes was 
born in the year of the world 2434, and was about nine 
or ten years younger than his ſiſter Miriam. | 

We are told in Scripture *, that Moſes was afterwards 
educated in all the wiſdom of the Egyptians. Many arts 
and ſciences are ſuppoſed to have been highly cultivated in 


Egypt at that period, particularly arithmetic, muſc, and 
hieroglyphics, otherwiſe called enigmatical philoſophy. An 
ancient Jewiſh author + informs us, that Moſes was inftruc- 
ted in all theſe; and another f ſays, that he was remarkable 
for the beauty of his perſon. | 

From the ſufferings of the Iſraelites, related in this ſection, 
we may learn to be grateful to Divine Providence, for placing 
us in a land of freedom, under a mild government, where 
we have no tyranny to dread, 

We may allo learn, that no fitnation of life is ſo danger- 
ous, but that Divine power can effect a deliverance, In the 
preſent {tate of the world, mothers are not under the hard 
neceſſity of expoſing their infants, like Jochebed ; but fo 
numerous are the perils of childhood, that, without a firm 
truſt in Gop, their lives mult he a ſtate of unremitting ap- 
prehenſion; they ſhould therefore fortify their minds with 
the comfortable perſuaſion, that Gop is the parent of their 
offspring; that He conſtantly watches over children with 
tender love, and guards them from numberleſs nnſeen dan- 
gers, which the utmoſt vizilince cannot prevent. —— The 
LORD has already redeemed them through His infinite mer- 
cy, and adopted them as his own children in the Chriſtian 


Acts vii. 22. J Pnilo. t Joſephus. 
Covenant. 


ant. 
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Covenant, Let then the Chriſtian parent, when ſhe preſſes 
her little darling to her boſom, ſuppreſs the too anxious ap- 
prehenſion, and lift up her heart with thankfulneſs to Gon, 
that ſhe is permitted and encouraged to perform the mater- 
nal duties with delight and tranquility ! 

Pharaoh's daughter, though a heathen, ſet an example 
worthy of the imitation of Chriſtian ladies, May it excite 
them to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to reſcue from deſtruction 
and ignorance, thoſe poor babes, who, from the diltreſsful 
circumltances of their parents, are expoſed to as unhappy 
a fate as that which threatened Moſes. However mean and 
ignoble their birth, none are beneath the notice and compat- 
ſion of the higheſt of their ſpecies; and the preſent day af- 
fords a moſt favourable opportunity of exerciſing their be- 
nevolence to the greateſt advantage, in a way unknown to 
tormer ages, by eſtabliſhing and attending Sunday Schools, 


SE WF. LVL 


Mosks FLIETH FROM EGYPT. 


ANY 1t came to paſs in thoſe days, when Moſes 
was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, 
and looked on their burdens; and he eſpied an 
Egyptian ſmiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. 
And he looked this way and that way, and when 
he ſaw that there was no man, he flew the Egyptian, 
and hid him in the ſand, | 
And when he went out the ſecond day, behold, 
two men of the Hebrews ſtrove together: and he ſaid 
to him that did the wrong, wheretore ſmiteſt thou 
thy fellow? 0s 
* 8 And 
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And he ſaid, Who made thee a prince and 
Judge over us? intendeſt thou to kill me, as thou 
killedſt the Egyptian? and Moſes feared, and faid, 
Surely this thing 1s known ? 

Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he ſought to 
lay Moſes. But Moſes fied from the face of Pharaoh, 
and dwelt in the land of Midian : and he fat down by 
a well. 

Now the prieſt of Midian had ſeven daughters 
and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs 
to water their father's flock. 

And the ſhepherds came and drove them away : 
but Moſes ſtood up and helped them, and watered 
their flock. 

And when they came to Reuel their father, he ſaid, 
How is it that ye are come fo ſoon to-day. 

And they ſaid, an Egyptian delivered us out of 
the hand of the ſhepherds, and alſo drew water 
enough for us, and watered the flock. 

And he ſaid unto his daughters, And where is 
he? Why is it that ye have left the man? call him, 


that he may eat bread. 


And Moſes was content to dwell with the man, 
and he gave Moſes Zipporah his daughter. 

And ſhe bare him a fon, and he called his name 
 Gerſhom; for he ſaid, I have been a ſtranger in? 
_ Prange land. 


ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. { 

Moſes, as we learn from Scripture, continued to live in + 
Pharaoh's court, till he was fu}l forty years old“. He had | 
not loſt the prepoſſeſſion which he had imbibed from his pa- A 


rents in favour of the Iſraelites; it grieved him to behold 
their ſufferings, and he ſeems to have been inſpired by the 
LoRD, with a perſuaſion that he ſhould be the inſtrument 
of their deliverance; in conſequence of which, he formed a bi 
reſolution to relinquiſh all the honours and pleaſures that & 
attended him as the adopted ſon of the king's daughter, and 
to partake of their affliction +, not doubting but that Goy 
would accompliſh thoſe Divine promiſes which had been 
made to his forefathers. Moſes was very ſenſible that he 
ſhould expoſe himſelf to reproach, by thus teſtifying his 
faith in deliverance by the LoRD, but he eſteemed theſe re- 
proaches as more valuable to him than all the treaſures of 
Egypt, becauſe he had reſpect to the eternal reward of his 
fdelity. Strongly perſuaded that he was the appointed de- 
liverer of his people, Moſes took upon himſelf to avenge 
one of his countrymen, who was cruelly treated by an 
Egyptian. He hoped that the Iſraelites would have confe- 
derated together t, in order to ſupport his views z but cruel ; 
bondage had ſubdued their ſpirits, and he looked around ig 
him in vain for auxiliaries. To preſerve himſelf therefore =_ 
from the rage of the Egyptians, he buried the body of the 5 
man whom he had ſlain, and ſuſpended his purpoſe, When 
he ſhewed himſelf again the next day, inſtead of giving him 

thanks for his zeal, his brethren reproached him. No won- 

der that his courage ſhould now fail him, for what could he 


Acts vii. 23. + leb. xi. 24, 25, 26. tf Ads vii. 25: 
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292 PROGRESS OF IDOLAT Rx. 


do ſingly againſt the Egyptians : and to what end ſhould };- 
hazard his life in favour of thoſe who diſdained his friendſhip? 
Egypt was no longer a place of ſafety and comfort for him, 
therefore the moſt prudent ſtep he could take, was to flee 
away from it: not that he feared the wrath of the king, ſo 
as to apprehend he could fruſtrate the promiſes made to the 
patriarchs, but having as yet received no expreſs direction; 
from Gop, it would have been raſhneſs to have proceedel 
farther than he had already done, in defence of his country. 
men, 

The Midianites were 1 of Midian, one of the 
ſons of Abraham, and from Moſes' fleeing to them, and 
making an alliance in the family of their prieſt, we may con- 
jecture, that the true Gop ſtill continued to be adored in 
Midian, Idolatry (as we may ſuppoſe) like other human 
inventions was progr/ive, and it is likely the firſt corrup- 
tions conſiſted in worſhipping the SUPREME BEING Him- 
ſelf, with ſuperſtitious rites, repreſenting his attributes by 
ſymbols, inſtead of honouring the Lord as Gon. Theſe 
ſymbols being frequently miſunderſtood, gradually led to the 
belief of a plurality of G6ons, | 
It is to be remarked, that inſpired authors do not relate 
all the paſſages of a ſtory, but only ſuch as are moſt mate- 
rial; we may therefore imagine, that a great many things in- 
tervened between Moſes' entrance into the family of Reuel, 
and marrying his daughter. 

It can ſcarcely be thought, that a perſon clucated like 
Moſes, ſhould be contented with the ſimple occupation of 3 
ſhepherd ; it is therefore no improbable conjecture, that he 
filled up ſome of his time in writing ; and that it was at this 
period he compoſed the Book of Job, and the Book of 
Geneſis; both of which were calculated to comfort the 
Iſraelites, in the trials they were afterwards expoſed to. 


JUSTIFICATION OF MOSES. 293 


To jultify Moſes from the imputation of murder, it may 


be proper to obſerve, that the Egyptians were cruel and un- 
juſt oppreſſors, and that the Iſraelites had no means of legal 
redreſs ; under theſe circumſtances, therefore, Moſes might, 
ſurely, without committing fin, put an Egyptian to death, 
if he had no other way of preſerving the life of one of his 
brethren, 

From the example of Moſes we learn to deſpiſe all worldly 
riches and honours, when they cannot be enjoyed without 
giving up our title to the Divine promiſes; and are alſo in- 
{truſted to conſult the eaſe and intereſts of others in prefer - 
ence to our own feifiſh gratification, “ The man who dil- 
covers by the whole courſe of his actions, that he lives for 
himſelf alone, is always beheld with contempt ; while he 
who cheerfully foregoes his own private advantage, to pro— 
cure more important benefits for cthers, is an object of ge- 
neral eſteem and admiration. Where the benevolent prin- 
ciple is predominant, it will diftate a thouſand acts of kind- 
neſs, which would never have fallen in the way of the ſelfiſh 


man; it will point out innumerable opportunities of oblig- 


ing and ſerving others in the common incidents of life, and 
wil make the ſincere chriſtian as induſtrious in ſeeking, and 
as ready to embrace ſuch opportunities, as the vaineſt perſon 
can be, to diſplay his ſervices before the world in the more 
ſplendid ſcenes of public action.“ 


» Dr. Enfield's Sermon on the Character of Moſes. This Section 
would receive great advantage from a larger extract from this excellent 
diſcoutſe; but the limlts of my work will not allow of it. I therefore 
beg leave to refer my young readers to the Sermon itſelf. 
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. LVII. 


God APPEARETH To Moszs. SENDETH HI 
AND HIS BROTHER AARON TO PHARAOH. 


AP it came to paſs in proceſs of time, that the 
king of Egypt died: and the children of Iſrac! 
ſighed by reaſon of the bondage, and they cried ; and 
their cry came up unto Gon by reaſon of the bond- 


age. 

And Gop heard their groaning, and Gop re- 
membered his covenant with Abraham, with Iſaac, 
and with Jacob. 

And Gon looked upon the children of Iſrael, and 
Gop had reſpect unto them. 

Now Moſes kept the flock of Jethro his father-in- 
law, the prieſt of Midian ; and he led the flock to the 
back -ſide of the defert, and came to the mountain 
of Gop: cven to Horeb. 

And the angel ef the Log appeared unto him in 


a flame of fire out of the midſt of a buſh: and he 
_ looked, and behold, the buſh burned with fire, and 


the buſh was not conſumed. 

And Moſes ſaid, I will now turn aſide and ſee 
this great fight, why the buſh is not burnt, 

And when tie Lok faw that he turned aſide to 
ſee, Gop called unto him out of the midſt of the 


buſh, and laid, Moſes, Moſes. And he ſaid, Here 


am I, And 


MOSES' EXPOSTULATIONS, 295 


And he faid, Draw not nigh hither; put off thy 
ſhoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
ſtandeſt is holy ground. 

Moreover he faid, I am the God of thy father, 
the Gop of Abraham, the Gop of Iſaac, and the 
Gop of Jacob. And Moſes hid his face: for he 
was afraid to look upon Gop. 


And the Lord ſaid, I have ſurely feen the aillic-. 


tion of my people which are in Egypt, and have 
heard their cry by reaſon of their taſk-maſters ; for 
I know their forrows. 

And I am come down to deliver them out of the 
band of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of 
tuad land, unto a good land, and a large, unto a 
land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of 
the Canaanites, and the Hitiites, and the Amorites, 
and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the 
Jebuſites. 

Now therefore behold, the cry of the children of 
Iſrael is come unto me: and I have alfo ſeen tlie 
oppreſſion wherewith the Egyptians oppreſs them. 

Come now therefore, and I will ſend thee unto 
Pharaoh, that thou mayeſt bring forth ray people 
the children of Iſrael out of Egypt. 


And Moſes ſaid unto Gop, Who am I, that 1 


ſhould go unto Pharaoh, and that I ſhould bring 

forth the children of Iſracl out of Egypt? 
And he ſaid, Certainly I will be with thee ; and 
this ſhall be a token unto thee, that I have ſent thee : 
| O 4 when 
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296 THE INCOMMUNICABLE NAME. 


when thou haſt brought forth the people out ot 
Egypt, ye ſhall ſerve Gop upon this mountain. 

And Moſes ſaid unto Gop, Behold, when I come 
unto the children of Iſrael, and ſhall ſay unto them, 
The Gop of your father hath ſent me unto you; 
and they ſhall ſay to me, What is his name; what 
ſhall I fay unto them? | 

And Gop ſaid unto Moſes, I AM THAT !] 
An: and he faid, Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto the 
children of Iſrael, I AM hath ſent me unto you. 

And Gop ſaid moreover unto Moſes, Thus ſhalt 
thou ſay unto the children of Iſrael, The LoRxD Gop 
of your fathers, the Gop of Abraham, the Gop of 
Ifaac, and the Gon of Jacob hath ſent me unto you; 
this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial 
unto all generations. 

Go, and gather the elders of Iſrael together, and 
ſay unto them, The LoxD Gop of your fathers, the 
Gor of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Jacob appeared 
unto me, ſaying, I have furely viſited you, and een 
that which is done to you in Egypt. 

And 1 have ſaid, I will bring you up out of the 
afaiction of Egypt, unto the land of the Canaanites, 
and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Hivites, and the Jebralites, unto a a land flow. 
ing witk milk and honey. 

And they ſhall hearken to thy voice: and thou 
ſhalt come, thou and the elders of Iſrael unto the 
king of Egypt, and you. ſhall ay. unto him, The 

Lon u 
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Lord Gop of the Hebrews hath met with us; and 
now let us go (we beſeech thee) three days journe 
into the wilderneſs, that we may factitice to the 
LorD our Gon. 

And I am ſure that the king of Egypt will not 
let you go, no, not by a mighty hand. 

And I will ſtretch out my hand, and ſmite Egypt 
with all my wonders, which I will do in the midſt 
thereof; and after that he will let you go. 

And 1 will give this people favour in the fight of 
the Egyytians: and it ſhall come to pais, that when 
ye go, ye ſhall not go empty. 


But every woman ſhall borrow of her neighbour, 


and of her that ſojourneth in her houſe, jewels of 
ſilver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye 
ſhall put them upon your ſons, and upon your 
daughters; and ye ſhall ſpoil the Egyptians. 

And Moſes anſwered and ſaid, But behold, they 


will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: 


for they will ſay, the Lonp hath not appeared unto 
thee, | 

And the Lorp ſaid unto him, What is that in 
thine hand? and he ſaid, A rod. 

And he ſaid, Caſt it on the ground : and he caſt it 
on the ground, and it became a ſerpent : and Moſes 
fled from before it. ER 

And the Lonp faid unto Moſes, Put forth thine 
hand, and take it by the tail: and he put forth his 
hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his 
hand, 


9 125 e 
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That they may believe that the Loxy Gop of 
their fathers, the Gop of Abraham, the Gop of 
Iſaac, and the Gop of Jacob hath appeared unto 
hes.” 

And the Lonp faid furthermore unto him, Put 
now thine hand into thy boſom ; and he put his 
hand into his boſom : and when he took it out, be- 
hold, his hand was leprous as ſnow, 

And he faid, Put thine hand into thy boſom again, 
and he put his hand into his boſom again, and pluck- 
ed it out of his boſom ; and behold, it was turned 
again as his other fleſh. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, if they will not believe 
thee, neither hearken to the voice of the firſt ſign, 
that they will believe the voice of the latter ſign. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, it they will not believe 
alſo theſe two figns, neither hearken unto thy voice, 


that thou ſhalt take of the water of the river, and pour 
it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takeſt 


out of the river, ſhall become blood upon the dry 
land. | 

And Moſes faid unto the Lord, O my Lord, I 
am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor ſince thou 
haſt ſpoken unto thy ſervant : but I am flow of 
ſpeech, and of a {low tongue. 

And the Lord ſaid unto him, Who hath made 
man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, 
or the ſeeing, or the blind? have not I the Lorp. 


Now 
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Now therefore go, and I will be with thy moutl;, 
and teach thee what thou ſhalt ſay. 

And he faid, O my Lok p, ſend, I pray thee, by 
the hand of him whom thou wilt ſend. 

And the anger of the Logp was kindled againſt 
Moſes, and he ſaid, Is not Aaron the Levite tliy 
brother? I know that he can fpeak well. And alſo 
behold; he cometh forth to meet thee : and when he 
ſeeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 

And thou thalt ſpeak unto him, and put words-in 
his mouth: and I will be with thy mouih, and with 
his mouth, and will teach you what ye {hall do. 

And he ſhali be thy ipokeſman unto the people: 
and he ſhall be, even he ſhall be to thee inſtead of a 
mouth, and thou ſhalt be to him inſtead of Gop. 

And thou ſhalt take this rod in thine hand, where- 
with thou ſhalt do ſigns. 

And Moſes went and returned to Jethro his fa- 
ther-in-law, and faid unto him, Let me go, I pray 
thee, and return unto my brethren which are in 


Egypt, and ſee whether they be yet alive. And 


Jethro ſaid to Moſes, Go in peace. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Though the king who had fo cruelly reduced the Iſraelites 
to a ſtate of bondage, died, we find they met with no re- 
dreſs: They had now ſuffered afflictions for a great number 
of years, and were on the brink of deſpair. We are not told 
for what cauſe Gop permitted them to be ſo oppreſſed, 
ns a but 
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300 THE BURNING BUSH. 


but from the uſual courſe of His diſpenſations we may judge 
that as a nation they had fallen off from their duty, ſo as not 


to conſider the LoRDd as their only Go, or worſhip him 


agreeably to his Divine appointment : It appears, however, 
that in their diſtreſs they cried unto the Go of their fathers, 
who, of his grace and favour reſolved to forgive their of- 
fences, and effect their deliverance in remembrance of his 
promiſe to his faithful ſervants Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 

Moſes continued forty years in Midian, with Reuel, or 
Jethro, his father-in-law, and ſeems to have laid aſide all 
thoughts of returning into Egypt. 

Mount Horeb was ſo near to Mount Sinai, that they ap- 
peared to be different tops of the ſame mountain. It was 
uſual for ſhepherds to travel from place to place, with their 
flocks and herds, as the want of paſture directed. Horeb is 
called by Moſes, ie mount of GOD, and, in all probability, 
in his time, it was known by that name, but there is no paſ- 
ſage of Scripture that indicates its having been ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed in former times. | 

There had not for many years been an open viſion of the 
Dirx; but as the Lok was about to call his people to 
Himſelf, and to deliver them out of Egypt, by the hand of 
Moſes, He vouchſafed to appear, in order to appoint him 
His miniſter, e | 

No wonder that ſo uncommon a ſight as a buſh burning 


with fire, without conſuming, ſhould ſtrike Moſes with aſto- 
niſhment. He was {killed in all the wiſdom of the Egyptians, 


Yet could he not, from any principles of nature with which 
he was acquainted, account for ſo extraordinary a circum- 
ftance. This was among the things which Divine Revela- 


tion only could explain, for it was above the reach of human 


reaſon, and Moſes might have ſpent his whole life in fruitleſs. 
efforts, to explore the cauſe of this wonderful phenomenon ; 


of 


MOSES“ APPREHENSIONS. wor 


of it, than the Lord ſatisfied his wiſhes by aſſuring him that 
it was a token of his immediate preſence, 

We are told that the Angel of the Lonp appeared, &c. I 
have before obſerved, that this expreſſion is but another title 
of the Deity, ſynonymous to that of the Image of Gor, and 
the following verſes in this ſæction ſtrongly confirm this idea; 
for had the glorious Being who addreiled Moſes, been a 
created angel, he would not have ſaid I am the Gop, &c. nor 
would he have promiſed, in his own name to deliver Iſrael, 
or threaten to bring deſtruction on Egypt. 

Strictly ſpeaking, none but the SUPREME BEING Him- 


ſelf is holy; therefore, what are in Scripture called holy things, 


are only ſo as being ſanctified by, or dedicated to him, In 
this ſenſe the ground whereon Moſes ſtood was holy; and it 
is ſuppoſed, that putting off the ſhoes was a mark of reve- 
rence that had been practiſed by the patriarchs. 

Moſes, finding himſelf in the immediate preſence of Goo, 
was {truck with the profoundeſt awe. To relieve his fears 
the Lord graciouſly proceeded to declare the purpoſe of His 
appearing, Humbled by a ſenſe of his own imperfections, 
which this wonderful viſion was calculated to inſpire ; and 


recollecting perhaps the ineffectual attempt he bad formerly 


made to prevail on the Iſraelites to conſider him as their 
leader, Moſes wanted courage to undertake what the LorD 


required of him; on which Gop promiſed to give him ſuper- 


natural aſſiſtance. This certainly ſhould have ſatisfied Moſes, 
but his faith, on this important occaſion, wanted the ſtrongeſt 
ſupport. He foreſaw all the obſtacles that were in the way 
of his miſſion. He knew that 1dolatry prevailed in Egypt; 
and that he ſhould appear as a ſtranger to the Iſraelites after 
ſo long an abſence; — he therefore entreated to know by 
what name he ſhould call the LoR D, to diſtinguiſh him from 
heathen gods. | 

The title, which the DEI x aſſumed, could belong to none 
but the one ſupreme Gon,“ „ the BEING OF BEINGS, who 


| | giveth 
* Biſhop Beveridge's Sermons. 
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303 THE DIVINE NATURE. 


giveth being to, and exerciſeth authority over all things in 
the univerſe. This title properly conſidered ſuggeſts the 
following ideas of God : viz. that He is one Being, exiſting 
in and of Himſelf; not receiving any thing from, nor depen- 
ding upon, any other, That He is a pure and ſimple Being, 
without any mixture or compoſition ; and therefore we muſt 
not conceive of Him as made up of ſeveral parts, faculties, or 
ingredients, but only of ox E, who is that He is, and whatſo- 
erer is in Him is HIMSELF; and though we read of ſeveral 
faculties or properties attributed to him in Scripture, as wwi/- 
dom, goodneſs, juſtice, &c. we muſt not apprehend them to be 
ſeveral powers, habits, or qualities, as they are in us; for as 
they are in Gop, they are neither diſtinguiſhed from one 
another, nor from his nature and eſſence in whom they are 
ſaid to be; for, to ſpeak properly, they are not in Him, but 
are his very efſence or nature itſelf.” 

« I Au is commonly a verb of the firſt perſon, yet it is 
here uſed as a noun- ſubſtantive. When Gop ſpeaks of Him. 
SELF He cannot be confined to grammar rul-s, being in- 
finitely above and beyond the reach of all the languages in 
the world; and therefore it is no wonder that He ex- 
preſſes Himſelf in a way peculiar to Himſelf, and ſuch as 1s 
ſuitable and proper to His own nature and glory.” * 
The glorious title, I AM, is ſuitable to the Deity as the 
univerſal God of the whole creation: but it was his will to be 
diſtinguiſhed to the 1/raelites by an additional one — ** The 
Gop of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in reference to the cove- 
nant made with thoſe patriarchs concerning the Promiſed 


* Thoſe, who wiſh for farther aſſiſtance in contemplating on the 
Deity, may read with pleaſure and advantage, “ An Attempt ty prove 
the Exiſtence and abſolute Perfeſtion of the ſupreme, unoriginated Being, 
in a demonſtrative Manner, by Hugh Hamilton, Dean of Armagh.” 
Publiſhed at Dublin, in 1784. 

Seed ; 


MOSES EXPOSTULATIONS. 30; 


Seed ; — by this name He is ſtill known, and will ever con- 
tinue to be remembered, as long as the world laſts, 

It pleaſed Gop to direct Moſes in what manner to open his 
miſſion ; — not at firſt to all the people, but to the heads of 
families, This was certainly conſiſtent with prudence and 
policy; for it was better that each of theſe ſhould make the 
important matter known to their wives and children at home, 
than that the whole multitude ſhould be called together, as 
ſuch a meaſure would have occaſioned tumult, and furniſhed 
Pharaoh with a Publ pretence for increaſing their op— 
preſſion. 

If Moſes had not been informed before-hand of the obſti- 
nacy of Pharaoh, he would moſt likely afterwards have 
been diſcouraged from perſevering in his application to him 
for leave to let Iſrael depart ; and had they not been informed 
that the LoRD would permit them to ſpoil the Egyptians, as 
in times of war, they might have objected to leaving Egypt, 
on account of want of neceſſaries for the Journey they were 
required to take, 

The expoſtulation which God permitted Moſes to make, 
ſhews, that he did not overpower the natural faculties of his 
mind; for the excuſes he offered were ſuch as reaſon would 
naturally ſuggeſt; and God, kindly conſidering him as a 
reaſonable creature, was not offended at his ſcruples, but 


vouchſafed to give him a ſenſible demonſtration of his mira- 
culous power. | 


Moſes, finding no immediate improvement of his natural 
faculties, ſtill doubted his ability to execute what was re- 
quired of him. Not that he had any impediment of ſpeech, 
but to manage ſuch a buſineſs as he was to be employed in, 
ſeemed to require an extraordinary degree of eloquence. This 
the Lord aſſured Moſes by an unanſwerable argument he 
could endow him with, and promiſed to do fo, 
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The unwillingneſs of Moſes to go after theſe promiſes was 
certainly a ſin, and juſtly kindled the anger of the Lorp 
againſt him; but he graciouſly ſpared him, and for his far. 
ther encouragement, promiſed him an auxiliary in his bro- 
ther Aaron, who was by nature eloquent. Aaron however 
was to act in a ſubordinate capacity to Moles, and to receive 
the divine commands through him. The rod, which had 
been turned into a ſerpent, was to be the enſign of the ho- 
nourable office to which Moſes was appointed, 

From this ſection much important inſtruction may be col- 
leted. In the firſt place it affords a ſtriking proof of the 
exiflence of God, and the certainty of @ DIVINE IMAGE, in the 


nature of the DEITY. It alſo ſhews, that the Lo Rp is true 


to his promiſes; and that when his ſervants are dead, and 
their bodies mouldering in the duſt, He is ſtill their GOD; 


which, as our Saviour Himſelf obſerved, is a ſtrong argu— 


ment in favour of the doctrine of a future exiſtence; * for 
GoD is not the GoD of the dead, but of. ne living; . live 
unto him. 

We are likewiſe taught, that when we wiſh to ſtudy any 
thing that relates to the nature of the DEIT Y, we ſhould do 
it with awe and reverence, It will be proper for us to keep 
in mind, that the great I AM is the very Lorp Gop, in 
whom the DIT x viſibly manifeſted Himſelf to the pa- 
triarchs, 

We are farther inſtru&ed by this ſection how to uſe our 
reaſon in other matters of a religious nature. It appears 
from hence juſt and proper to examine the difficulties that 
lie in the way to our performance of any duty, and then to 
allow divine revelation to have its full weight ; which, from 
the juſt arguments it affords in the written Word, is now a 


ſufficient guide, and will even in the common occurrences of 
life calm our fears and ſatisfy our minds; for, when con- 


vinced that we act agreeably to the commands of our GREAT 
 CrEATOR 


Mos ES! RETURN TO EGYPT. zo; 


as CREATOR, we may confidently hope for the aid of Divine 
D Grace to ſtrengthen us in the performance of our duty. It 
= is obſervable, that the LoRdD Gop, on this occaſion, made a 
)- { promiſe to Moſes, ſimilar to that which, as the Mess1an, He 
r | afterwards made to the apoſtles. ® This proves, that the ex- 
e traordinary influence of the HOLY SPIRIT was at that time 
d | exerted, though not in ſo abundant a degree as after the pro- 


p | mulgation of the Goſpel, 


* Matt. x. 19, 20. — Mark. xiii, 11, — Luke xli. 11, 12. 
Luke xxi. 14, 15. 


g R C T. Im. 


Moszs ard AARON DELIVER Gop's MESSAGE 
TO THE ISRAELITEs. 


A ND the Lorp faid unto Moſes in Midian, Go, 
return into Egypt: for all the men are dead 
which Yought thy life. 
And Mofes took his wife, and his ſons, and ſet 
them upon an aſs, and he returned to the land of 
Egypt. And Moſes took the rod of Gop in his 
hand. 

And the Logp faid unto Moſes, When thou 
goeſt to return into Egypt, ſee that thou do all thoſe 
wonders before Pharoah which I have put in thine 

hand: but I will harden his heark, that he ſhall not 
let the people go. 
And thou ſhalt ſay unto Pharoah, Thus faith the 


Lord, Iſrael is my ſon, even my firſt-born, 
| That 
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And I ſay unto thee, Let my ſon go, that he may 
ſerve me: and if thou refuſe to let him go, behold, I 
will flay thy ſon, even thy firſt- born. 

And the Lorp ſaid to Aaron, Go into the wilder- 
neſs to meet Moſes. And he went and met him in 
the mount of Gon, and kiſſed him. 

And Moſes told Aaron all the words of the Lord, 
who had ſent him, and all the ſigns which he had 
commanded him. 

And Moſes and Aaron went and gathered together 
all the elders of the children of Iſrael. 

And Aaron ſpake all the words which the Loz»D 
had ſpoken unto Moſes, and did the ſigns in the fight 
of the people. 


And the people believed: and when they heard 


that the Lord had viſited the children of Iſrael, and 


that he had looked upon their affliction, then they 
bowed their heads and worthipped. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


By taking his family with him Moſes teſtified his faith in 
the LoRD. The expreſſion, I will harden Pharaoh's heart, 
will be explained in the ſequel ; it is ſufficient to remark. 


| here, that the Lo p ſpeaks of this as a purpoſe relating to a 
future time, not as a thing already done, Pharaoh had not 
yet committed that offence to which the puniſhment here 
_ threatened is annexed, but the LoRD foreknew that he would 


commit it. 


The rod of Gon was that which had been turned into 2 
ſerpent, and which was the enſign of Moſes office, as the 
miniſter of the LoRD. | 'The 
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The Almighty being now about to fulfil the promiſes made 
to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, by forming their poſterity 
into a nation, as his own peculiar people, ſtiles them his 
firfl-born 5 — this title ſignifies, that they were the firſt za- 
tion which he took into immediate covenant with Himſelf, 

How comfortable muſt it have been both to Moſes and 


Aaron to compare together the revelations which had been 


ſeparately made to them! It ſeems that they mutually en- 
couraged each other, and haſtened to execute the divine 
commiſſion which they had received, | 

Moſes ſoon had a proof of the foreknowledge of Gor, for 
he found the fears which he entertained, that the Iſraelites 
would not attend to him, groundleſs. They hearkened unto 
his voice as the LORD had ſaid;“ and the miracles performed 
in their ſight ſerved to tefiify the truth of his divine miſ- 
ſion. | | 

The behaviour of the Iſraelites on this occaſion was per- 
fectly juſt and proper, worthy of the imitatzon of all who are 
ſenſible of the goodneſs of Gop in time of affliction. 

By this ſection, minitters are admoniſhed not to be dif- 
couraged from the performance of their public duties by 
apparent difficulties, ſince the LoRD may be expected to ca- 
operate with their endeavours, if they proceed agreeably to 
His will. And all others are admoniſhed to receive, with re- 


verence and gratitude, thoſe intimations of the divine fa- 
vour, which it is the duty of miniſters to make known to 


them; and which, as now contained in Hely Writ, are equally 
certain and valuable as if communicated to us by miniſter; 
divinely inſpired. 


* Exod. Hs 13, 


1 


. . 


Moss AND AARON GO TO PHARAOH. 


* afterwards Moſes and Aaron went in, and 


told Pharaoh, thus ſaith the Log D God of 
Iſrael, Let my people go, that they may hold a feaſt 
unto me in the wilderneſs, 

And Pharaoh faid, Who is the Loxp that I ſhould 
obey his voice to let Iſrael go? I know not the Log p, 
neither will I let Iſrael go. 

And they faid, The Gop of the Hebrews hath met 
with us: let us go, we pray thee, three days journey 
into the deſert, and ſacrifice unto the LoRD our Gop: 
leſt he fall upon us with peſtilence, or with the 
ſword. 

And the king of Egypt faid unto them, Wherefore 
do ye, Moſes and Aaron, let the people from their 


works? get ye unto your burdens. 


And Pharaoh faid, Behold, the people of the land 
now are many, and ye make them reſt from their 
burdens. 

And Pharaoh commanded the ſame day the taſk- 
maſters of the people, and their officers, ſaying, 
Le ſhall no more give the people ſtraw to make 
brick as heretofore, let them go and gather ſtraw for 


themſelves. 


And the tale of the bricks which they did make 
NONE, ye ſhall lay upon them : ye ſhall not di- 
miniſh 
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miniſh ought thereof : for they be idle ; therefore 
they cry, ſaying, Let us go and facrifice to our Gop, 

Let there more work be laid upon the men, that 
they may labour therein : and let them not regard 
vain words, 

And the taſk-maſters of the people went out and 
their officers, and they ſpake to the people, ſaying, 
Thus faith Pharaoh, I will not give you ſtraw. | 

Go ye, get you ſtraw where you can find it: yet 
not ought of your work ſhall be diminiſhed. 

So the people were ſcattered abroad throughout all 
the land of Egypt, to gather ſtubble inſtead of ſtraw. 

And the taſk-maſters haſted them, ſaying, Fulfil 
your works, your daily taſks, as when there was 
ſtraw. 

And the officers of the children of Iſrael, which 
Pharaoh's taſk-maſters had ſet over them, were 
beaten, and demanded, W herefore have ye not ful- 
filled your talk in making brick, both W and 
to-day, as heretofore ? 

Then the officers of the children of [ſrael came and 
cried unto Pharaoh, ſaying, wherefore dealeſt thou 
thus with thy ſervants ! | 

There is no ſtraw given unto thy 8 and 
they ſay to us, make brick: and behold, thy ſervants 
are beaten; but the fault is in thine own people. 

But he faid, Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore 
ye ſay, Let us go, and do ſacrifice to the LoRD. 
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Go therefore now. and work : for there ſhall no 
ſtraw be given you, yet ſhall ye deliver the tale of 
bricks. 

And the officers of the children of Iſrael did ſee 
that they were in evil caſe after it was ſaid, Ye ſhall 
not miniſh ought from your bricks of your daily 
taſk, 

And they met Moſes and Aaron, who ſtood in the 
way, as they came forth from Pharaoh. 

And they ſaid unto them, The Lond look upon 
you, and judge; becauſe ye have made our favour 
to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the 
eyes of his ſervants, to put a ſword in their hands to 
flay us. | 

And Moſes returned unto the LorD, and ſaid, 
LoRD, wherefore haſt thou ſo evil intreated this 
people? Why 1s it that thou halt ſent me? 

For ſince I came to Pharaoh to ſpeak in thy name, 
he hath done evil to this people; neither haſt thou 
delivered thy people at all. | 

Then the Lokp ſaid to Moſes, Now {halt thou 
ſee what I will do to Pharaoh: for with a ſtrong hand 
ſhall he let them go, and with a ſtrong hand {hall he 
drive them out of his land, 

And God ſpake unto Moſes, and faid unto him, 
I am the Lox : 

And I appeared unto W unto Ifaac, and 


unto Jacob by the name of Gon ALMIGHTY; 
and 
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and by my name JEHOVAH was I not known 
to them? * 

And I have alſo eſtabliſhed my covenant with 
them, to give them the land of Canaan ; the land of 
their pilgrimage, wherein they were ſtrangers. 

And J have alſo heard the groaning of the children | 
of Iſrael, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage: | 
and I have remembered my covenant, | 

Wherefore ſay unto the children of Iſrael, I am the 
Logp, and I will bring you out from under the bur- 
dens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you of their 
bondage: and I Will redeem you with a ſtretched-out 

arm, and with great judgments. | 

And I will take you to me for a people, and I will EO 
be to you a Gop: and ye ſhall know that I am the 
Lorp your Gop, which bringeth you out from un- 
der the burdens of the Egyptians. 


* 
Pr 


2 And I will bring you in unto the land, concern- 1 
ing the which I did, ſwear, to give it to Abraham, p 

to Iſaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an 
E: heritage; I am the Lonp. | | q 
| | And Moſes ſpake fo unto the children of Iſrael: 
> but they hearkened not unto Moſes for anguiſh ot | 1 

ſpirit, and for cruel bondage. | 


a | And the LoRp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Go in, 
FF {peak unto Pharoah king of Egypt, that he let the 

; Children of Iſrael go out of his land. 

, I It is the opinion of ſeveral good Critics, that this verſe ſhould be 


| read interrogatively ; for it is certain, that God ras known to the pa- 
triarchs by the name of IXO n. 


A at | 
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And Moſes ſpake before the Lokp, ſaying, Be- 
hold the children of Iſrael have not hearkened unto 
me; how then ſhall Pharaoh hear me, who am of 
unpractiſed lips? 

And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes and unto Aaron, 
and gave them a charge unto the children of Iſrael, 
and unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the chil- 
dren of Iſrael out of the land of Egypt. 

And the LorD faid unto Moſes, See, I have made 
| thee a God to Pharaoh : and Aaron thy brother ſhall 
be thy prophet. . 

Thou ſhalt ſpeak all that I command thee: and 
Aaron thy brother ſhall ſpeak unto Pharaoh, that he 
ſend the children of Iſrael out of his land. 

And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply 
my figns and my wonders in the land of Egypt. 

But Pharaoh ſhall not hearken unto you, that ] 
may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine 
armies, and my people the children of Iſrael, out of 
the land of Egypt by great judgments. : 
And the Egyptians ſhall know, that I am the 
 Lorp, when I ſtretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, 
and bring out the children of Iſrael from among 
them. 
And Moſes and Aaron did as the Loxp com. 
manded them, ſo did they. 

And Moſes was fourſcore years old, and Aaron 
fourſcore and three years old when they ſpake unto 
none; 


ANNO 


7 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The attention which was paid to Moſes and Aaron, by the 
Elders of Iſrael, ſtrengthened their faith, and encourayed 
them to go to the King of Egypt. 

Before we make any remarks on the character of Pha- 
raoh, it will be proper to obſerve, that there are degrees of 
wickedneſs, and that preſumpruous fin, which originates from 
wickedneſs of ſpirit, and conſiſts * in reproaching the Lokb, 
deſpiſing His word, and wilfully breaking His commund- 
ments is its laſt ſtage, Preſumptuous fin is in Scripture cal- 
led the great offence f. A preſumptuous ſinner is juſtly con- 
ſidered by Gop as an outcaſt from the race of mankind; for 
he is at enmity with Gop and man; and having broken the 
firſt law of nature, by refuſing obedience to the CeraroR, 
he can have no claim to any privileges as a creature, 

It is remarked by the Royal Plalnift, char the LORD made 
known His ways unto Moſes, His adds unto the children of I, 
racl. The diſpenſations of His Providence, therefore, to- 
wards thoſe his choſen people, demand our atteniive conſi— 


deration, We find, from different paſſages of Scripture, 
(which will be noticed in their turn) that the away of the LORD 


with preſumpruous finners, is, either to ſtrike them dead by 
ſome ſignal judgment, or to withdraw His grace, and give 
them up to“ @ r-þprobate mind, or a mind void of judg- 
ment,” 1 and make them unwilling inſtruments of ſhewing 
forth to the world the greatneſs of that power which they 
defy, 

Pharaoh was a ſinner of th's deſcription : he had reſigned 
his heart to ambition and avarice, Which led him firſt to in— 
juſtice and cruelty, and then to a prelumptuous defiance of 
the GREAT CREATOR of the univerſe, 


* Num. xvi. 30, 31. + Pf. xix. 13. f Rem 1. 28. 
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When Moſes and Aaron entered into the preſence of Pha. 
rach, and delivered, in a ſolemn manner, a meſſage from 
the Lokp Gop, he refuſed to liſten to them, pretending 
that he knew of no ſuch Being as.the Loxp Gop, and there- 
tore diſclaimed His authority. This was an act of preſump— 
tous defiance; and it bchoved the Log to maintain His 
own honour, 

Pharaoh's nat knowing the LORD, was no excuſe for him : 
his very ignorance was a fin, becauſe his own reaſon would have 
taught him, that there muſt be a SUPREME Brix; and 11 
te had not been totally devoid of piety, he would at leait 
have paid attention to the perſons, who profeſſed to be the 
immediate minifters of the SUPREME Bring ; and he would 
have feared to treat with rigor thoſe whom the Lorp tiled 
his people; on the contrary, the haughty tyrant reſolved to 
increaſe his cruelties to the Iſraclites on this very account ; 
and commanded even the meſſengers of the Lonp to fub- 


mit to his yoke, 


The taſk impoſed on thofe among the Iſraelites, who were 


ſtiled officers, was particularly hard; for they were required 


to enforce on their brethren the ſeverities of the cruel mo- 
narch. The anſwer which Pharaoh made to theſe unhapp; 
men, when they applied to him for regreſs, thews that he 
had no clemency in his nature. | 

The ſituation of the officers was truly diſtreſſing : they 
were enjoined to perform and exact unpoſlibilities.—They 
had not yet experienced the wonderful goodneſs. of the 
Lokp :;—they had no Scriptures to ſupport their faith, by 
relations of what had been done for others under the like 
circumſtances: we cannot then wonder that they ſhould fall 
into deſpondency, when they found their caſe worſe, inſtead 
of better, for the interference of Moſes and Aaron. This 
trial was ſo great, as to ſtagger the faith even of Moſes him- 
ſeli: he could not, by his own reaſon, diſcover, Why the 


I. ORD 


THE INCOMMUNICABLE NAME. 


LoRp ſhould do evil to the people He had pronufedt to de— 
liver; or why le ſhould delay their relief, when every hu— 
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man means failed.-—To revive his hope, the Lorp gra- 
ciouſly vouchſated to inform Moſes, what He deſigned to 
do, in order to accompliſh the purpoſe He had before de- 
clared : and that Moles might not doubt His power to ©l- 


fect it, He reminded him of the cxcellency and perfection of” 


His Divine nature, enumerating the ſeyeral titles by which 
He had formerly been Known to the Patriarclis. 

The name JEHOV AH, can belong to none but Gov 
Ilimſelf: it imports, not only eternal exiſtence, but omni- 
potent power, and unchangeable truth. By this title, the 
Divix g I1HaGr of Gop was Giltingu:ſhed from falſe deities 
in the family of Seth“; and by this He revealed Himſelf to 
Abraham + and Jacob. It is ſynonymous with Lorp ; and 
the original word js frequently tranſlated ſo, in our verſion 
of the Old Teſtament. 

That Moſes might not be diſheartened by the oppoſition 
of Pharaoh, Gop intimated to him, that the proud King 
would make great reſiſtance ; but that he ſhould finally be 
ſubdued. As a farther encouragement, Moſes was aflured, 
that Gop. remembered His covenant, and attended to the 
diſtreſſes of His choſen people. 

What could be more comfortable to the Iſraclites, than 


the words which God dictated to Moſes to ſpeak unto 


them ?—They contained every thing that their hearts could 


wiſh, yet they derived no conſolation from them: harraſſed 


with continual labour, and overwhelmed with grief for their 


accumulated misfortunes, they had no leiſure: to conſider. 


the authenticity of the meſſage which Moſes delivered to 
them. He had as yet done no act to engage tlieir conſi- 
dence; and the things which He promiſed to them, were 
ſuch as had never been done for any nation. In conſidera- 


* Gen. iv. 26. +. See Section XX. 
P. 2 *. man 
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tion of theſe circumſtances, we may preſume, Gop par- 
doned their unbelief; for we do not read that He expreſſed 
any difpleaſure at their murmurrings. 

As Moſes had found on a former occaſion, as well as in 
addreſſing the Iſraelites, the want of perſuaſive eloquence, 
it was natural for him to fear a ſecond repulſe from the king 
of Egypt. | 

It is obſervable, that in giving a charge to Moſes and 
Aaron, the LorD aſſigned to each of them a diſtinct pro— 
vince: Moſes was to be the immediate repreſentative of Jr - 
HOVAH, inveſted with authority to demand the obedience of 
Pharoah ; and Aaron to be his prophet or ſubordinate. mi— 
niſter. The Lord Himſelf engaged to perform ſigns and 
wonders, | | 

From the expreſſion, I hade made thee a GOD to Pharoah, 
vie may underſtand that every petition which this obdurate 
king might have occaſion to offer for reſpite, from time to 
time, ſhould be made to Moſes, as the Loxn himfelf dif- 
dained to hearken to him. That Moſes and Aaron might 
not ſuppoſe He required of them more than they were able 
to perform, the Loxp acquainted them that they would have 
nothing to do but to ſpeak and act as He ſhould from time to 
time direct; — and that they might be prepared for great 
oppoſition, He alſo informed them, that “ He ſhould har- 
den Pharaoh's heart ;”” by which (I think) may be under- 


ſtood, not only that the Loxp would abandon Pharaoh to 


his own wicked inclinations, but that He would moderate, for 


a time, that part of the puniſhment annexed to preſumptuons 


ſin, which is emphatically called the terror of the Lokp ; — 
a kind of inſtinctive dread of divine vengeance, the very re- 
verſe of that conſolation which the righteous often feel, 
through the influence of the Holy Spirit, in the midſt of the 
heavieſt afflictions. 


From 
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From the expreſſion, The Egyptians ſhall know that I am 
the Lord, it is evident, that they believed in falſe gods; 
and the hiſtory of ancient times corroborates this opinion ; 
for it is related, that they were notorious for a number of 
idolatries. 

We may learn from this ſection, that Gop's delaying His 
mercy is no proof of his having forſaken his ſervants; that 
He compaſſionates their ſufferings, and draws nearer to them 
the more they are oppreſſed, and that He bears with their in- 
firmities. Theſe conſiderations ſhould incline us to place 
our truſt and confidence in Him. 

Ve alſo learn (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it) that ſuch as do 
not like to retain God in their knowledge,“ He gives over to 
a reprobate mind, or a mind void of underſtanding ; that is 
to ſay, deftitute of the aid of the Holy Spirit. This is the 
createſt oy2!l, that can be inflicted in this life, for the aſſiſtance 


of the Holy Spirit is abſolutely neceflary to help our diſcern- 


nent, in reſpect to the things which belong unto our peace, 


and to regulate our judgment in all ſpiritual matters. The 


perſon, was is deprived of this divine guide, however wiſe 


he may be in worldiy matters, abuſes his reaſon in religious 


concerns, and commits the greateſt enormities. While we 


are willing to retain Gop in our knowledge, there is no fear 
that he willinflict it. Let our ww] therefore ever co- operate 
with his grace; and be it our earneſt and daily prayer to 
Go, that he may not take His HoLy Ser1RIT from us! 


* Rom. bs 28, 
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A ND the Lond ſpake unto Moſes, and unto 
Aaron, ſaying, 

When Pharaoh ſhall ſpeak unto you, ſaying, Shew 
a miracle for you; then thou ſhalt ſay unto Aaron, 
take thy rod and caſt it before Pharaoh, and it ſha]! 
become a ſerpent. | | 

And Moſes and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and 
they did ſo as the Logp had commanded ? and Aaron 
caſt down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his 
ſervants, and it became a ſerpent. 

Then Pharaoh alſo called the wiſe men and the 
forcerers; now the magicians of Egypt, they allo 
did in like manner with their inchantments. 

For they caſt down every man his rod, and they 
became ſerpents, but Aaron's rod ſwallowed up their 
rocls. ? 5 
And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened 
not unto them; as the Lon p had ſaid. 

And the Lonp ſaid unto Moſes, F haraoh's heart 
is hardened, he refuſeth to let the people go. 

Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning: lo, he 
goeth out unto the water: and thou ſhalt ſtand by 
the river's brink againſt he come ; and the rod which 
was turned to a ſerpent ſha't thou take in thine hand. 

: f | And 
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And thou ſhalt ſay unto him, The LoRD Gop of 
the Hebrews hath ſent me unto thee, faying, Let my 
people go that they may ſerve me in the wilderneſs ; 
and bchold, hitherto thou wouldeſt not hear. 

Thus faith the Lorp, In this thou ſhalt know 
that Jam the LoR PD: behold, I will ſinite with the 
rod that 1s in mine hand upon the waters which are 
in the river, and they ſhall be turned to blood, | 

And the fiſh that is in the river ſhall die, and the 
river {hail ſtink; and the Egyptians ſhall lothe to 

drink of the water of the river. 

And the Lozp ſpake unto Moſes, Say unto Aaron, 
Take thy rod, and ſtretch out thine hand upon the 
waters of Egypt, upon their ſtreams, upon their ri- 
vers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their poo!s 
of water, that they may become blood : and that 
there may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, 
both in veitels of wood and in veltcls of ſtone. 

And Moſes and Aaron did fo, as the Lord com- 
manded ; and he lift up the rod and ſmote the waters 

that were in the river, in the fight of Pharaoh, and 


du the fight of his ſervants : and all the waters that | 
Were in the river were turned to blood. 
/ And the fiſh that was in the river died, and the 


river ſtank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the 
water of the river: and there was blood throughout 


= all the land of Egypt. 
1 And the magicians of Egypt d. 4 fo with their en- 
. chantments: and Pharach's heart was hardened, 
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neither did he hearken unto them; as the Lord had 
ſaid, And Pharaoh turned and went into his houſe, 
neither did he ſet his heart to this alſo. 

And all the Egyptians digged round about the river 
for water to drink: for they could not drink of the 
water of the river. 

And ſeven days were fulfilled, after that the LORD 
had ſtnitten the river. 

And the Log p fpake unto Moſes, Go unto Pha- 
raoh, and ſay unto him, Thus ſaith the Lorp, Let 
my people go, that they may ſerve me. 

And if thou reſuſe to let them go, behold, I will 
faite all thy borders with frogs, 

And the river ſhall bring forth frogs abundantly, 
which ſhall go up and come into thine houſe, and 
into thy bed-chamber, and upon thy bed, and into 
the houſe of thy ſervants, and upon thy people, and 
into thy ovens, and into thy kneading-troughs. 

And the frogs ſhall come up both on thee, and 
upon thy people, and upon all thy ſervants. 

And the Loo ſpake unto Moſes, Say unto Aaron, 
Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over the ſtreams, 
over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cauſe frogs 
to come up upon the land of Egypt. . 

And Aaron ſtretched out his hand over the waters 
of Egypt: and the frogs came up, and covered the 
land of Egypt. 
And the magicians did ſo with their incharuments, 

and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt. 
Then 


3 
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Then Pharaoh called for Moſes and Aaron, and 
ſaid, Intreat the Lozp, that he may take away the 
frogs from me, and from my people; and I will let 
the people go, that they may do ſacrifice unto the 
LorD. 

And Moſes ſaid unto Pharaoh, Glory over me: 
when ſhall I intreat for thee, and for thy ſervants, and 
for thy people, to deſtroy the frozs from thee and thy 
houſes, that they may remain in the river only ? 

And he ſaid, 'To-morrow. And he ſaid, Re it 
according to thy word: that thou mayeſt know, that 
there is none like unto the Lox D our Gov. 

And the frogs ſhall depart from thee, and from thy 
houſes, and from thy ſervants, and from thy people; 
they ſhall remain in the river only. 

And Moſes and Aaron went out from Pharaoh : 
and Moſes cried unto the Lorp, becauſe of the frogs 
which he had brought againſt Pharaoh. 

And the Lond did according to the word of Moſes : 
and the frogs died out of the houſes, out of the vil- 
lages, and out of the fields. 

And they gathered them together upon heaps ; and 
the land ſtank. But when Pharaoh ſaw that there 
was reſpite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened 


not unto them: as the Log D had ſaid, 


And the Lok ſaid unto Moſes, Say unto Aaron, 


Stretch out thy rod, and ſmite the duſt of the land, 
that it may become lice throughout all the land of 


Egypt. 
P 5 And 
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And they did fo : for Aaron ſtretched out his hand 
with his rod, and {mote the duit of the earth, and it 
became lce in man and in beaſt : all the dnſt of the 
land became ice throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And the magicians did fo with their enchantments, 
to bring forth lice, but they could not: fo there were 
lice upon man, and upon beaſt. | 

Then the magicians faid unto Pharaoh, This is the 
finger of Gop: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, 
and he hearkened not unto them; as the LokRp had 
taid, | 

And the Lozp faid unto Moſes, Riſe up carly in 
the morning, and ſtand before Pharaoh : (lo, he 
cometh forth to the water :) and fay unto him, Thus 
faith the Lok D, Let my people _ that they may 
ſerve me: 

Elſe, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, 
I will ſend ſwarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy 
ſervants, and upon thy people, and into thy houles 
and the houſes of the Egyptians ſhall be full of ſwarms 
of flies, and alſo the ground whereon they are. 

And I will ſever in that day the land of Goſhen, in 
which my people dwell, that no ſwarms of flies ſhall 
be there; to the end thou mayeſt know, that I am 
the Lord in the midſt of the earth. 

And I will put a diviſion between my people, and 
thy people: to-morrow ſhall this ſign be. | 

And the Loxrp did ſo: and there came a grievous 
ſwarm of flies into the houle of Pharaoh, and into his 
ſervants 
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ſervants houſes, and into all the land of Egypt ; the 
land was corrupted by reaſon of the ſwarm of flies. 

And Pharaoh called for Moſes, and for Aaron, and 
ſaid, Go ye, ſacrifice to your Gop in the land. 

And Moles faid, It is not meet fo to do: for we 
ſhall facrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to the 
LoRD our Gop : lo, ſhall we ſacrifice the abomina- 
tion of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they 
not ſtone us ? 

We will go three days journey into the wilderneſs, 
and facrifice to the Lok p our Gon, as he ſhall com- 
mand us. 

And Pharaoh faid, I will let you go, that ye may 
ſacrifice to the Lox D your Gop in the wilderneſs ; 
only ye ſhall not go very far away: intreat for me. 

And Moſes faid, Behold, I go out from thee, and 
I will intreat the LoRp, that the ſwarms of flies may 
depart from Pharaoh, from his ſervants, and from his 
people, to-morrow : but let not Pharaoh deal.deceit- 
fully any more, in not letting the people go to ſacrifice 
to the Lox D. 

And Moſes went out from Pharaoh, and intreated 
the Lorp. 

And the Logp did according to the word of Moſes; : 


and he removed the ſwarms of flies from Pharaoh, 


from his ſervants, and from his people : there re- 
mained not one. 
And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time alſo. 


waer would he let the people go. 
i ANNO- 


* 
4 
4 
1 
BA 4 
\ £1 
TS 
* 
: 
e 
4 | i 77 
1. - ö 
" 
\ . 14 
1 
3 1 . 
* 
1 
N 
1 b 
\ $ 
$13: Is 
. 4 b 
ribs. 
\ N 
e ; 
- , 
3-0 
1. 
Lo 
1 
a7 4 
# 
: ö 
1 
, 
4 
"4 
4 
/ 
4" , 
N . 
by ® 
7; 
E : 
* 1 
. 
* 
7 
1 
4 . 
4 
A 
he * 
71 o 
4. f Hh 
* 
1 4 
x © 1 
14 "0 
. Py ' 
<7 £8 
% 
«5 wm 
Tx 
__ 
- 
1 
18 90 
* ? 
13s 
1 * 
i +F 
r 
1 * ©; 
. , 
l { — 
q Tx 
4 : 
» 14 
E i 
4% 
5 a 
OC 
x 
OF 1 
U 6 > 
" 
| A h 
t ; 
- N 


. 
* * — — B _ 
2 1 
— 


” 


324 DANGER OF -PRESUMPTION. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


It was obſerved in the laſt ſection, that thoſe who opeuly 
oppole the Loxp, ſubject themſelves to the dreadful puniſh- 
ment of being © given up to a mind void of judgment.“ In 


this condition was Pharach; — he diſdained to obey the voice 


of the LoRD GOD; on which account divine grace was with— 
held from him, and he had no guide for his actions but hu— 
man reaſon, blinded by pride and prejudice; in conſequence 
of which thoſe very circumſtances, which lad a direct ten- 
dency to excite in a religious mind ſentiments of reverence 
and devotion, hardened mis heart, and ſtrengthened the 
wicked reſolution he had formed. 

As the LoRD foreſaw that Pharaoh would require a mi- 
racle to be wrought, in confirmation of the miſſion of Moſes 
and Aaron, he directed them how to proceed in this caſe. 

By ſending for the magicians, Pharaoh expreſsly defied the 
Lord. We are told, by St. Paul, that thefe perſons were 
named Jannes and Jambres ; that they were men of corrupt 
minds, and reliſted the truth * 

It is infinitely heyond the reach of human art to turn rods 


into ſerpents, and we cannot ſuppoſe that the SUPREME Go- 


VERNOR of the univerſe would permit any inferior Being 
whatever to alter the works of his hands; therefore we mult 


aſcribe the miracle to divine power, not to the inchantments 


uſed by the magicians.* By cauſing their rods, as well as 


* It has been inferred from ſeveral texts in Scripture, that ſigns and 


Wonders could be wrought by the Devil and his agents. Theſe mu? 


have been mere deluſions, and indeed they are called “ lying woonders.” 

Real miracles could only be wrought by the power of God. How far 

Gov ſuffered devils to deceive their worſhippers for their puniſhment is 

unknown to us, See Deut. xiii. 1. — Matt. xxiv. 24. — 2 Thel. it, 9 
* 2 Ti. | 111. 3. 
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J 
that of Aaron's, to be transformed, in order to be ſwallowed 
up by his, the Loxp ſtrongly intimated His own ſupremacy 
over their idols. But Pharaoh could not diſcern the power 
otilie LORD, for his fooliſh heart was full of hatred of God, 
pride, unmercifulneſs, maliciouſsneſs, and other malignant 
paſſions, with which the HoLy SPIRIT will not dwell; there- 
fore Gop with-held his grace, and Pharaoh's heart was of 
courſe hardened, Ma 

The miracle which is next recorded was equally aſtoniſhing ; 
for what can be more different than the liquid ſubſtance that 
flows through the veins and arteries of living animals, and the 
clement of water? 'This change was certainly beyond the ma- 
gicians art to effect, or even of the demons, whoſe aid they 
may be ſuppoſed to have invoked. It is ſcarcely to be thought 
that Pharaoh ſhould employ the magicians to encreaſe the 
public calamity; it is more likely that they implored their gods 
to enable them to counteract the dreadiul evil that was coming 
upon their land; and that the very reverſe of their wiſhes fol- 
lowed their incantations ; which ſerved in a wonderful manner 
to promote the glory of the Lorp. 

The changing of the water into blood, and killing the fiſh, 
was a very heavy judgment upon the Egyptians; as they ab- 
ſtained from eating molt Kinds of animals, drank ſcarcely any 
thing but water, and fed greatly upon fiſh. But though the 
power of the CREATOR was ſo evidently diſplayed in this 


miracle, Pharaoh ſtill refuſed to obey the voice of the Lord. 


The ſame that has been ſaid reſpecting the changing of the 
water may be applied to the plague of frogs. It is maniteſt, 
that neither the magicians or their idols poſſeſſed miraculous 
power, or it would have been diſplayed in driving the frogs 
away ; but inſtead of their being uſeful in this reſpect, Pha- 
rach was under the neceſſity of intreating Moſes and Aaron 
to ſupplicate the LoRD, in order to obtain deliverance; yet 

| | 5 he 


. * 
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he ſhewed no ſigns of repentance. He gave way to the power 
of the LorD, only becauſe he was at that inſtant ſenſible ot 
his own comparative weakneſs; but he felt no remorſe or 
ſorrow for his wickedneſs and preſumption, 

What a triumph had Moſes and Aaron. The haughty ty- 
rant, who a few days before had commanded them to work 
as his ſlaves, now becomes a ſupplicant to them for mercy! 

By hearkening to the prayer of Moſes, in behalf of Pha- 
rach, the Lord put great honour upon his miniſter. Wel! 
might Moſes ſay, ironically, to Pharaoh, © Glory over me.“ 

The Lorp was pleaſed to ſuffer Pharaoh to name the exact 
time at which the plague ſhould be removed; and it is ob- 
ſervable, that the king did not entreat that it might imme- 
diately ceaſe, but mentioned the morrow ; from which may 
be inferred, that he was unwilling to owe any thing to the 
LorD, ſuppoſing that the frogs would go of themſelves by 
that time. The event agreeing with Pharaoh's own appoint- 
ment, proved that all was the work of Gop. If Pharaoh 
had not had “ a mind woid of judgment,” ſurely theſe won- 
ders would have convinced him, that there is none like unto 
the LORD GoD, | 
By the duſt, we may underſtand thoſe light particles of 
earth, which being raiſed imperceptibly by the air, are only 
to be ſeen in the ſun- beams; and which, as they fall, lodge 
on every ſubſtance that is in the way to receive them ; even 
theſe, changed into vermin, muſt have been very tormen- 
ting ; — and how wonderful was the transformation! Who 
but the great CREATOR could effect it? 

It is to be obſerved, that when Aaron ſmote the earth, all 
the duſt of the land of Egypt became lice. The efforts of the 
magicians muſt therefore have been directed againſt the land 
of Goſhen, in which the Iſraelites dwelt. Here they were 
compelled to acknowledge publicly a divine power; but even 

| | | the 
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the teſtimony of the Egyptian prieſts* was not ſufficient to 
ſoften the proud heart of Pharaoh, who gave a convincing 
proof of the LoRD's preſcience, by oppoſing all conviction, 
as He had foretold. Though it is not mentioned before, we 
may reaſonably conclude that a diſtinction was from the frf, 
made between the Iſraclites and the Egyptians. The former 
did not deny the Lo RD to be Gop. He had choſen them as 
his peculiar people; — and ſuch calamities as were ſent upon 
the Egyptians, added to their other afflictions, would have 
driven them to downright deſpair; beſides, the Egyptians 
would not have diſcerned the finger of Gop, had his own 
people been fellow-ſufferers with them. 

It is likely that Pharaoh and his ſubjects would have re- 
garded it as the effect of chance; and that even the Iſraelites 
themſelves might have overlooked the mercy, had not the 
Loxrp expreſsly called upon them to obſerve the difference 
he made between them. 

The plague of flies was a very diſtreſſing one, as may be 
eaſily conceived, if we conſider that there are a number of 
ſpecies of inſects that go under this denomination; moſt of 
which have powers of tormenting, either by venemous ſtings, 
which give intolerable pain; or diſagreeable buzzings, that 
are extremely diſturbing. The Pſalmiſt obſerves, that the 
Egyptians were © devoured with flies ;" and they certainly 
muſt have ſuffered great anguiſh from them, or the haughty 
Pharaoh would not have relented. , 

On this occaſion, he ſtipulated, that the Iſraelites ſhould 
not go out of his land ; which ſhews that he retained the 
ſame principle of oppreſlion, which had hitherto actuated 
him to treat them with rigour. 


The Egyptians idoliſed thoſe animals which the patriarch | 


offered in ſacrifice. It may be inferred, from this paſſage of 
Sacred 


The magicians are ſuppoſed to have been idolatrous prieſts. 
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Sacred Hiſtory, that ſacrifices had been omitted by the II- 
raelites during the Egyptian bondage, — the rite however 
was not forgotten, 

As the miracles, recorded in this ſection, were wrought 
to prove, that the Divine Being, whom we call Gop, is the 
SUPREME LORD, we ſhould regard them as evidences of 
this important truth. 

By changing inanimate ſticks into living reptiles, Gop de- 
monſtrated, that no creature is of any particular order or 
ſpecies, by neceſſity, or merely by a regular courſe of na- 
ture, but according to his will. How thankful therefore 
ſhould thoſe be who are placed in ſuch a rank in the creation 
as enables thera to contemplate his wondrous works, and to 
hold communion with Him on earth; and who enjoy a well 
founded hope that they ſhall after death be happy in his pre- 
ſence for ever in heaven! 

Water is beſtowed by the bountiful Creator in ſuch abun- 
dance, that few experience the want of it to a diſtreſſing de- 
gree ; but let us imagine to ourſelves what would be our un- 
happy condition, ſhould this element, ſo neceſfary to our 


comfort and refreſament, be ſuddenly changed into blood, or 


taken from us! We learn, from the ſection before us, that 


the CREATOR has power to alter it as he ſees fit, and he can 


as eaſily take it away ; let us therefore be very careful not to 
provoke him, to deprive us of ſo invaluable a bleſſing, or 


turn it into a curſe; — and let us reflect on the numberleſs 


benefits we derive from it, and be thankful for his goodneſs 
in beſtowing it. Though frogs are in general harmleſs crea- 
tures, and it is a great mark of weakneſs to be terrified at 


them, they are certainly very diſagreeable in houſes. Our 


merciful CREATOR, who, in all parts of this world, has 


ſhewn a tender regard for the welfare of mankind, has ſo diſ- 


poſed this, and many other ſpecies of noxious creatures, that 
they give no annoyance to us; but, on the contrary, prove 
beneficial, 
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0 


beneficial, by feeding on what would render ſtagnated waters 
prejudicial to our health. Yet how apt are we to overlook 
theſe marks of his kindneſs! 
ſidering, is calculated to awaken, in our hearts, proper ſen- 
timents; therefore, while we rejoice, that we have not frogs 
in our chambers, in our beds, in our kneading troughs, and 
our ovens; let us remember that it is Gop who preſerves 
us from ſo diſtreſſing an evil. | 

We have equal reaſon to be grateful for Gop's goodneſs, 
in reſpect to noiſome inſets, which ſeldom abound, except 
„here cleanlinefs is wanting; nor ſhould we be unthankful 
to his providence, for keeping us from being dewoured by 
firs, There is not a creature in nature, however ſmall and 
inſignificant many of them may appear, but is capable, by 
an immoderate increaſe, of being a plague to mankind. 

It is impolſlible to reflect on the power of the CREATOR, 


and the love Which He diſplays towards the human race, even 


The miracle we are now con— 


in matters which, to the inattemtive, appear of little impor— 
tance, Without feeling a thorough conviction, that He mult 
undoubtedly be the greateſt and beſt of beings. Let us, 
therefore, be ever ready to acknowledge Him as the Lo RD of 
the whole creation; and, as ſuch, pay Him our willing homage, 


8 E E T. III. 
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HEN the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Go in unto 

Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus faith the LoRp 

Gop of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they 5 
may ſerve me. 

For if thou refuſe to let them go, and wilt hold 


them ſtill: 


Behold, 


330 THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 

Behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thy cattle 
which is in the field, upon the horſes, upon the aſſes, 
upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon the ſheep; 
there ſhall be a very grievous murrain. 

And the Loxp ſhall ſever between the cattle of 
Ifrael, and the cattle of Egypt; and there ſhall no- 
thing die of all that is the children's of Iſrael. 

And the Lord appointed a ſet time, ſaying, To- 
morrow the Lok p ſhall do this thing in the land, 
And the Loxp did that thing on the morrow, and 
all the cattle of Egypt died ; but of the cattle of the 
children of Iſracl died not one. 

And Pharaoh ſent, and behold, there was not one 
of the cattle of the Iſraelites dead. And the heart of 
Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people £0. 

And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, and unto Aaron, 
Take to you handfuls of. aſhes of the furnace, and 
let Moſes ſprinkle it toward the heaven in the ſight of 
Pharaoh : 

And it ſhall become ſmall duſt in all the kad of 
Egypt, and ſhall be a boil breaking forth with blains, 
upon man, upon beaſt, throughout all the land ot 
Egypt. 

And they took aſhes of the furnace, and ſtood he- 
fore Pharaoh ; and Moſes ſprinkled it up toward hea- 
ven: and it became a boil breaking forth with dan, 
upon man, and upon beaſt. 
And the magicians could not ſtand before Moſes, 

becauſe of the boil: for the boil was upon the ma- 
gicians, and upon all the Egyptians. 
And 
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And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, 
and he hearkened not unto them: as the Lord had 
ſpoken unto Moſes, 

And the Lorp faid unto Moſes, Riſe up early in 
the morning, and ſtand before Pharaoh, and ſay unto 
bim, Thus faith the Lord Gop of the Hebrews, 
Let my people go, that they may ſerve me. 

For I will at this time ſend all my plagues upon 
thine heart, and upon thy ſervants, and upon thy 
people : that thou mayeſt know, that there is none 
like me in all the earth. 

For now I will ſtretch out my hand, that I may 
mite thee and. thy people with peſtilence ; and thou 
ſhalt be cut off from the carth. 

And in very deed for this cauſe have I raiſed thee 
up, for to ſhew in thee my power: and that my 
name may be declared throughout all the earth. As 


yet exalteſt thou thyſelf againſt my people, that thou 


wilt not let them go? 

Echold, to-morrow about this time, I will cauſe it 
to rain a very grievous hail, ſuch as hath not been 
in Egypt, ſince the foundation thereof even until now. 

Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all 
that thou haſt in the field: for upon every man and 


beaſt which ſhall be found in the field, and ſhall not 
be brought home, the hail ſhall come down upon 


them, and they ſhall die. 
He that feared the word of the Lonp among the 


ſervants of Pharaoh, made his ſervants and his cattle | 
| flee 
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flee into the houſes. And he that regarded not the 
word of the Lord, left his ſervants and his cattle in 
the field. 

And the LoRD ſaid unto Moſes, Stretch forth thi ie 
hand toward heaven, that there may be hail in all the 
land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beaſt, and upon 
every herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt. 

And Moſes ſtretched forth his rod toward heaven: 
and the Lord ſent thunder and hail, and the fire ron 
along upon the ground; and the Logo rained hail 
upon the land of Egypt. 

So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hall 
very grievous, ſuch as there was none like it in all the 
land of Egypt, ſince it became a nation. 

And the hail ſmote throughout all the land cf 
Egypt all that was in the field, both man and bealt : 
and the hail ſmote every herb of the field, and brake 
every tree of the field. 

Only in the land of Goſhen, where the children of 
Iſrael were, was there no hail. 

And Pharaoh ſent, and called for Moſes and Aaron, 
and faid unto them, I have ſinned this time: the 
Logs is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. 
 Intreat the Lok, (for it is enough) that there be 
no more mighty thunderings and hail; and I will let 
you go, and ye ſhall ſtay no longer. 

And Moſes ſaid unto him, as ſoon as I am gon? 
out of the city, I will ſpread abroad my hands unto 
the Lord: and the thunder ſhall ceaſe, neither ſhall 

there 
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there be any more hail ; that thou mayeſt know, how 
that the earth is the Loa p's. 

But as for thee and thy ſervants, I know that ye will 
not yet fear the LoRD GOD. And the flax and the 
barley was ſmitten : for the barley was in the ear, and 
the flax was bolled. But the wheat and the rye were 
not ſmitten : for they were not grown up. 

And Moſes went out of the city from Fharaoh, and 
ſpread abroad his hands unto the Lord: and the 
thunders and hail ceaſed, and the rain was not poured 
upon the earth. 

And when Pharaoh ſaw that the rain, and the hail, 
and the thunders were ceafed, he ſinned yet more and 
hardened his heart, he and his ſervants. 

And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither 
would he let the children of Iſrael go; as the Lon 
had ſpoken by Moſes. 


ANNOTATIONS axp KEFLECTIONS. 


Though the Egyptians did not feed upon the fleſh of oxen, 


calyes, &c. cattle were of great value to them; ſome for 
carrying burdens, others on account of their milk; it muſt 


therefore have been a heavy puniſhment to them to loſe theſe 
creatures, 


The text ſays, all the cattle of Egypt died ; that is to ſay, . 


all which had the murrain. By cutting them off in this man- 
ner, the Lo RD evidently proved, that « all the beaſts of the 
feld are his.” * 

It appears very hard, that the poor animals ſhould ſuffer 
for the ſins of men; but as God's tender mercies are over all 


"ohio 
* Pſalm l, 10. 
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His works, and the cattle could not have committed any of. 
fence againſt Him, we may be certain that He ſo ordered the 
judgment as to inflict leſs pain on thoſe which died, than they 
would have endured had their lives been prolonged, 

The plague of boils muſt have been a very afflictive one, 
for they were of the moſt painful and rancorous * kind ; ad 
it is remarkable, that the magicians ſeem to have been tor. 
mented by them to the greateſt degree; and that in conſe. 
quence of them they yielded the conteſt, which they had lit. 
therto carried on with Moſes and Aaron: by this circumſtance 
the ſupremacy of the LoRD Gop of the Hebrews over the 
Gols of Egypt was made manifeſt. 

The ſtorm, which the Lorp ſent upon the Egyptians, 
was the more dreadful to them, becauſe in Egypt it is a vers 
uncommon thing to ſee rain, much Icfs, haz}. The Pſalmil 
has given a very poetic deſcription of this judgment: “ 
defiroyed the vines with hail, and the ſycamore trees with fri: 
He gate up the cattle alſo to the hail, and the flocks to bot tibi 
byilts.” + And from the account which this fection gives of it, 
we find that Gop employed three elements againſt Pharaoh, 
— the air in the thunder, the vater in the hail, and the 5 

n the lightning; ail jointly demonſtrating that the God #-/ 
Ifracl is the Gop of nature. 

We find, from this ſection, as well as the foregoing one, 
that, ſo far from impelling or inclining Pharaoh to do evil, 
God did every thing conſiſtent with divine juſtice to reclaio! 
him. He never ſent a judgment upon Egypt without fis 
warning Pharaoh of it, and informing him for what end 
was deſigned; and if He with-held his reftraining grace, 
was only as a friend with- holds his advice from one who re- 
fuſes to be influenced by it; and who, in order to preven! 
miſchief from falling upon the innocent, redoubles his kins- 

ne 
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neſs to thoſe whom the other ſtrives to injure. Had Pharaoh 
drawn nigh to Gop, Gop would have drawn nizh to him.“ 
The plague of boils was of ſuch a nature, that had not the 
lLokD, who ſent it, healed thoſe who were afflicted, it would 
have proved fatal; but it was his will zo raiſe up Pharaoh from 


the bed ef ſickneſs, and prolong his life, in order to make him 


a farther inſtrument of diſplaying His divine power. 
There was a' remarkable diſcrimination made among the 


people of Egypt, in reſpect to the calamities occaſioned by the 


ſtorm of hail, which affected the property of thoſe only who 
did not regard the word of the Lokpd, This ſtrongly 1ati- 
mated that Gop was 41/psjed to fſhew mercy to them. 

Though (as has been obſerved before) the LORD moderated 
in Pharaoh and his people that zerror with which He gene- 
rally torments the minds of preſumptuous ſinners, ſo as to 
enahle them to endure reiterated judgments, the king 
was not totally exempt from it. The mighty thunderings 
awakened, in his mind, a ſenſe of guilt, and extorted a 
confeſſion from him, that e LoRD was righteous, and he and 
lis people wicked 3 but his fear was very difterent from that 
which is deſcribed to be the beginning of wiſdom. + It was 
no more than a temporary dread of divine vengeance, im- 
pelling him, inſtinctively, to ſeek relief from Him, v-ho alone 
could give it. It did not produce humility and godly for- 
row. The mercy of Gop, which ſhould have led him to 
repentance, ſerved but to harden his heart, and make him 
more obdurate ; which is the uſual effect of divine mercy upon 
thoſe, who, by provoking Gop to withdraw the aid of his 
HoLy SPIRIT, ſubject themſelves to the influence of that 
malignant Being, whoſe delight it is to make mankind un- 
grateful to their Almighty Benetactor, 

This ſection teaches us, that the LoD can xvod and can 
cal. That an extraordinary mortality among cattle is de- 

e ſigned 
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figned by him as a puniſhment to men; — that the clements« at 
air, fire and water, are under His direction; —that the thunder 
roars, and the lightning flies, at his command ; — that the 
moſt violent ſtorm ceaſes at his bidding; - and that he emplo\; 
all theſe means for the chaſtiſement and retormation ot 
wicked princes and nations, It alſo informs us, that it i; 
ſometimes the way of the Lo RD to avert theſe evils from in- 
dividuals, when he ſends judgments on a king and people |» 
general. Let us therefore acknowledge Him as the Gov »/ 
the whole earth; and ever keep in mind, that His metry 1: 
over them that fear Him. 


8 K . 1 
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N D the Lord faid unto Moſes, Go in unio 


Pharaoh : for I have hardened his heart, and q 

the hearts of his ſervants ; that I might ſhew theſe my L 
ſigns before him: | 

And that thou mayeſt tell in . ears of thy ſon, b 


and of thy ſon's ſon, what things I have wrought in 
Egypt, and my figns which I have done au by 
them : that ye may know, how that I am the Ic. 

And Moſes and Aaron came in unto Pharach, and!“ 


ſaid unto him, Thus faith the LoRD Gop of the He— 15 

brews, How long wilt thou refuſe to humble thyſelf be- 

fore me? Let my people go, that they may ſerve me. i 
Elſe, if thou refuſe to let my people go, bchold, cr 

to-morrow will I bring the locuſts into thy coaſts. = 


And they ſhall cover the face of the carth, that one 
cannot be able to ſce the earth : and they ſhall eat the 
reſadue 
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3 
reſidue of that which is eſcaped, which remaineth unto 
you from the hail, and ſhall eat every tree which 
groweth for you out of the field. 
And they thail fill thy houſes, and the houſes of all 
thy ſervants, and the houſes of all the Egyptians 
which neither thy fathers nor thy fathers fathers have 


ſeen ſince the day that they were upon the earth unto 


this day. And he turned himſelf, and went cut 
from Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh's ſervants [id unto him, How long 
ſhall this man be a ſnare unto us? let the men go that 
they may ſerve the Lord their Gor : knoweſt thou 
not yet that Egypt is deſtroyed ? 

And Moſes and Aaron were brought again unte 
Pharaoh : and he ſaid unto them, Go, ſerve the 
Logp your Gop : but wio are they that thall go:! 

And Moſes ſaid, We will go with our young and 
with our old, with our ſons and with our daughters, 
with our flocks and with our herds will we 20: for 
we muſt hold a feaſt unto the Logo. 

And he ſaid unto them, Let the LoRD be ſo with 


Jou, as I will let you go and your little ones: look 


to it: for evil is before you. 

Not ſo: go now ye that are men, and ſerve the 
Lon p; for that you did defire. And they were 
driven out from Pharaoh's preſence. 

And the Lord ſaid unio Moles, Stretch out thine 
hand over the land of Egypt for the locuſts, that they 
may come up upon the land of Egypt, and eat every 
herb of the land, even all that the hail hath left, 


& © | And 
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And Moſes ſtretched forth his rod over the land o 
Egypt, and the Loxp brought an eaſt-wind upon the 
land all that day and all that night: and when it was 
morning, the eaſt-wind brought the locuſts. 

And the locuſts went up over all the land of Egypt, 
and reſted in all the coaſts of Egypt: very grievous 
were they; before them there were no ſuch locuſts a: 
they, neither after them ſhall be ſuch. 

For they covered the face of the whole earth, ſo 
that the land was darkened; and they did eat every 
herb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees which 
the hail had left: and there remained not any green 
thing in the trees, or in the herbs of the field through 
all the land of Egypt. 

Then Pharaoh called for Moſes and Aaron in haſte; 
and he ſaid, I have ſinned againſt the LoRD your 
(30D, and againſt you. 


Now therefore forgive, I pray thee; my fin only 


this once, and intreat the LoR D your God, that he 
may take away from me this death only, And he 
went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the Loxp. 

And the Lorp turned a mighty ſtrong weſt-wind, 
which took away the locuſts, and caſt them into the 
Red Sea: there remained not one locuſt in all the 
coaſts of Egypt. 

But the LorD hardened Pharaoh' s heart, ſo that 
he would not let the children of Iſrael go. 

And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Stretch out thine 
hand toward heaven, that there may be darkneſs over 


the land of Egypt ; even darkneſs which may be felt. 
= | And 
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And Moſes ſtretched forth his hand toward heaven: 
and there was a thick darkneſs in all the land of E- 
crypt three days. | 

They ſaw not one another, neither roſe any from 
lis place for three days: but all the children of Tſracl 
had light in their dwellings. 

And Pharaoh called unto Moſes, and faid, Go ye, 
ſerve the LoRD : only let your flocks and your herds 
be ſtayed, let your little ones alſo go with you, 

And Moſes faid, Thou mult give us alſo ſacrifices, 
and burnt- offerings, that we may ſacrifice unto the ; 
LorD our Gop; F 


2 . * . - 
Bas „ ©,» : 


Our cattle alſo ſhall go with us; there ſhall not an 
hoof be left behind ; for thereof muſt we take to ſerie 
the LoRD our Gon; and we know not with what 
we muſt ſerve the Lord until we come thithier. | 

But tbe LoRD hardened Pharaok's heart, and he "gl 
would rot let them go. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


In the beginning of this ſection, we find the Lonp again 
repeating to Moſes, that he had hardened the heart of Pharavh 
and all his ſervants: it is evident that this expreſſion (as we 
obſerved before) muſt not be taken in the ſenſe which the 
zords at the firſt view-ſeem to convey : the true meaning in 
t W ibis place appears to be, that Gop had given them up to 

obduracy, and inſtead of cutting them off, would continue 
, Wt cndue them with bodily ſtrength to ſuſtain the various 
a plagues and torments, which, for the ſake of maintaining His 
own honour in the world, He ſhould bring upon them. 


Qz If 
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If we call to mind tlie variety of afflictions which were, 
in a ſhort ſpace of time, ſucceſſively ſent upon the Egyptians, 
and that in particular they had lately been afflicted with a 
putrid diſorder, which muſt have weakened them greatly; 
we may eaſily conceive, that unleſs the principle of anima! 
life (which ſeems to be here meant by the heart) had been 
hardened, nature muſt have ſunk beneath ſuch a preſſure of 
calamity. Under theſe circumſtances the Egyptians were 
very unfit to encounter the horrors of a tremendous ſtorm, 
which was calculated to occaſion the moſt violent agitativn 
of ſpirits. | 

It is obſervable, that all the threatenings ſent from Goy 
to Pharaoh, were cenditional. Let my people go, &Cc.—elic, 
if thou reſuſe—I avill bring, &c,—from whence we may infer, 
that Pharaoh's wil] was free, and that he had no injuſtice 
to complain of, but would have found pardon if he had re- 
pented, It ſhould likewiſe be remarked, that he had time 
allowed him for reflection, between one judgment and ano- 
ther, and generally a day and night; but, the longer the 
reſpite that was granted him, the more obdurate he became. 
Sometimes, indeed, he ſcemed inclingd to comply, i part, 
with what was required of him, but he never did this from a 
principle of obedience to Gop, but was reſolutely bent to 
maintain his own right to the ſervices of thoſe whom the Tony 
claimed as His own peculiar people, which was exalting him- 
telf againſt Gop. 

Locuſts are a ſpecies of very devouring infects. Travel, 
lers“ inform us, that they fly in the air all compact together, 
like a vaſt cloud, ſometimes fifteen or eighteen miles long, 
and about ten or twelve miles broad, ſo that they quite dar: 
ken the ſky, and make the brighteſt day obſcure ; and that 
whereyer they alight, they devour all the corn in an hours 


See Stackhouſe on the Bible, in the Notes. 
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time, and frequently make a famine in the country. Theſe 
inſects do not live above ſix months, and when they are 
dead, the ſtench of them ſo corrupts and infects the air, that 
it very often breeds peſtilences. The Prophet Joel calls the 
locuſt, the caterpillar, and the palmer worm, Gop's great army, 
which he ſends among a wicked and rebellious people“. An 
ordinary locuſt is deſcribed by an antient natural:ft, as fo 
fierce, that it can kill a ſerpent, by taking 1t faſt by the 
jaws, and biting it to death. How formidable then mu 


thoſe of Egypt have appeared, which were ſuch as had never: 
"IT 
1 4 


been ſeen before! not that they were created on purpole to 
be a plague to Pharaoh and the Egyptians, (tor it appears 
that they came with-a ſtrong eaſt wind from a diſtant country, 
moſt likely a place which had never been inhabited by man- 
kind) but they certainly were directed by a divine impulſe 
to viſit theſe coaſts. 

There is ſomething in the thoughts of famine, ſo very 
ſhocking, that no perſon, who reflects properly, would wil- 
ingly expoſe hinifelf- to its horrors.—Pharach could not 
avoid feeing that this dreadful evil was coming faſt upon 
him, and his people. The locuſts, deveured with aſtoniſhing 
rapacity, the vegetables, which made © principal part of the 
lood of him and his people. Every hour's delay encreaſed 
the danger; therefore, impelled by fear of the poxver of the 
LORD, he entreated Moſes and Aaron to implore forgive- 
neſs for him, but it ſoon appeared that he had no true peni- 
tence. The LoRp's mercy, like the kindneſs of a tender 
father to a profligate ſon, ſerved only to harden him ſtill 
more to reſiſt his will and commands. 


The plague which followed was more dreadful than any 


which had yet been ſent, not only on account of its duration, 


but there is a ſolemnity in darkneſs, which naturally fills the 
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mind with awe. That which fell upon Egypt, was, as th- 
author of the Book of Wiſdom informs us, attended wit! 
unuſual horrors * : and when we conſider that thoſe inward 
comforts winch religion inſpires (the only ſuccours of reaſon) 
were withdrawn, we may eaſily ſuppoſe, that fear magnified 
every real danger, and created many imaginary ones. Thr 
rerror of the LoRD was now ſent forth upon thoſe who defied 
lim, producing all the horrcr of an evil conſcience. —* Ove: 
them was ſpread an heavy night, an image of that darknef: 
which ſhould afterwards receive them; but yet, were the; 
unto themſelves, more grievous than the darkneſs.” 

The Iſraclites might have taken the opportunity of de. 
parting during the Egyptian darkneſs, but the LORD would 
not permit them to ſteal away, as He intended to deliver 
them from bondage, in a triumphant manner. 

After what has been ſaid concerning the other plagues of 
Egypt, it is the lefs neceſſary to point out the inſtruction 
which the preſent ſection is deſigned to convey. The won- 
ders it relates, furniſhed additional proofs of the omnipotence 
of the LoRD, of his great forbearance towards ſinners, and 
ef lis goodneſs to thoſe who fear and worſhip him. 

It may, however, be proper to obſerve, that the race ot 
infects which proved ſo deſtructive to the Egyptians, is not 
extinct; as formidable an army of them as ravaged that 
country, would ſoon collect and annoy our own, ſhould the 
CREATOR exert his inſtinctive power for that purpoſe, and 
he has myriads beſides of different ſpecies, all capable of do- 
ing great miſchief to the produce of the fields and gardens ; 
(even thoſe minute ones which occaſion blights and mildew, 
are conſidered as important evils.) Let us therefore humbly 
beſeech Geo) to forbid their approach; and let us never for- 


* Bock of Wiſdom, chav. 17. This chap. may be read here 3s 3 
commentary cn this part of Sacred Hiſtory. 
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get to be thankful to Him for preſerving to us, the fruits of 
the earth. | 

It is Gop alone that diſpenſeth light and darkneſs, and 
though He has eſtabliſhed the courſes of the heavenly bodies, 
ſo that the fun and moon mark a regular ſucceflion of days 
and nights, months and years, He undoubtedly can, even 
without ſubverting the plan which His wiſdom has formed, 


make darkneſs like noon day, and noon like the ſhadow of 


death, 1n any part of the world. We ought, therefore, to be 
thankzul to his providence for the light of the ſun and moon, 
and endeavour to live ſo conformably to His holy will, that 
we may never provoke. him to fend upon vs, fuch dreadful 
vilitutions as firuck diſmay and terror into the minds of the 
moſt hardened of finners. | 


8 T. . 
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N the Loap faid unto Moſes, Yet will I 
| bring one plague more upon Pharaoh and 
upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: 
when he ihall let you go, he fha!l ſurely thruſt you 
out hence altogether. : 
Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every 
man borrow of his neighbour, and every woman of. 
her neighbour, jewels of ſilver, and jewels of gold. 
And the Lord gave the people favour in the fight 


of the Egyptians, Moreover, the man Moſes was 


very great in the land of Egypt, in the ſight of Pha- 


raok's ſervants, and in the ſight of the people. 


And Moſes ſaid, Thus faith the Lokp, About 
midnight will I go out into the midſt of Egypt. 
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And all the firſt-born in the land of Egypt fhal! 
die, from the firſt-born of Pharaoh that ſitteth upon 


his throne, even unto the firſt-born of the maid- 


ſervant, that is behind the mill ; and all the firſt-born 
of beaſts. 
And there ſhall be a great cry throughout all the 
land of Egypt, ſuch as there was none like it, nor 
ſhall be like it any more, 
But againſt any of the children of Iſrael ſhall not 


à dog move his tongue, againſt man or beaſt ; that 


ye may know, how that the Lorp doth put a dif— 
terence between the Egyptians and Iſrael. 

And all theſe thy tervants ſhall come down unto 

me, and bow down themſelves unto me, ſaying, Get 

thee out, and all the people that follow thee; and 

after that I will go out, 

And Fharaoh ſaid unto him, Get thee from me, 
take heed to thyſelf, ſee my face, no more: for in 
that day thou ſeeſt my face, thou ſhalt die. 

And Mofes faid, Thou haſt ſpoken well, I will fee 


thy face again no more. And he went out from 


Pharaoh in great anger. 


And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Pharzoh ſhall not 


hearken unto you; that my wonders may be multi- 
plied in the land of Egypt. | 

And Moſes and Aaron did all theſe wonders before 
Pharaoh: and the Lox p hardened Pharaoh's heart, 


ſo that he would not let the children of Hrael go out of 
his land. 
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ANNOTATIONS AN DP REFLECTIONS. 


By the former plagues the Loxp had demonſtrated. that 
all nature was at His command ; that the. lives of animals 
depended on His will, and that he could fend health or 
diſeaſe on mankind as it ſeemed good in His fight. Henext 
reſolved to prove, that he had equal power over the lives of 
of mankind, by inflicting that puniſhment which he had be- 
fore threatened, * | 

It ſeems to be intimated in this ſection, that ſome of the F- 
gyptians were ſo affected by the judgments they had endured, 
that they feared to deny any thing which Moſes or the I- 
raclites ſhould require of them; at leaſt they withed to be rid 


of a people, whole detention had been the cauſe of fo much 


diſtreſs to their country. Pharaoh, however, continued obſti- 
nately reſolved not to obey the Lo RD; and, inſtend of hum- 
bling himſelf, received, with the moſt furious rage, the aw ful 


meſſage which Moſes delivered to him. 
94 * 


The apoſtle, St. Paul, obſerves, that it is one effect of 


impiety to deaden the tender affections of the ſoul ; + and the 
paſſage before us affords a ſtriking proof of this aſſfertion. 
Flaraoh had ſufficient reaſon to believe that the Lonb was 
able to do what he threatened; and, if his heart had been 
ſuſceptible of the uſual emotions of parental love, he would 
readily have made a ſacrifice of his pride to ſave the hfe of 
his child — the ſame may be ſaid of his ſubjects. 
The expreſſion, e LO RD hardened Pharaoh's bear!, is fre- 
quently repeated; perhaps to keep in mind, that unleſs he 
had been ſtrengtbened, as has been before obſerved, he could 
not have maintained ſuch a long conteſt with Omnipotencè. 
It is certain, that Moſes did not ſuppoſe that Gop had 
doomed Pharaoh to commit evil, and ſuffer for it, for he fie- 


Q 5 quently 


* See Section 52, = + Rom. i. 31. Without natural affection.” 
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quently admon:ſhed him to obey the command of the Lox p; 
and repeatedly intreated the LoRD to deliver him from tlic 
plagues; this would have been a mockery of God, nay, an 
act of preſumption in Moſes, if he had been convinced, thut 
Gob Himſelf prevented Pharaoh's compliance, on purpose 
to bring him to deſtruction. 

We learn, from this ſection, that the death of children i: 
ſometimes meant as a divine chaſtiſement to parents. In 
reſpect to the Egyptians, it was moſt likely deſigned as 
a puniſhment for bringing up theirs to defy the LoRD Gop ot 
the Hebrews. If, therefore, we have any deſire to preſerve 
the lives of our children, let us be careful not to offend the 
J. onp by any flagrant act of impiety ourſelves; or encou- 
rage, in our offspring, the practice of any vice that may pro- 
voke Him to cut them off in the morning of their days. 


nr RR Y 
THE INSTITUTION OF THE PASSOVER. 


ND the Lord ſpake unto Moſes and Aaron in 

the land of Egypt, ſaying, This month ſhall 
be unto you the beginning of months : it ſhall be the 
firſt month of the year to you. 

Speak ye unto all the congregation of Ifrael, faying, 
In the tenth day of this month they ſhall take to them 
every man a lamb, according to the houſe of their fa- 
thers, a lamb for an houſe. 

And if the houſehold be too little for the lamb, let 
him and his neighbour next unto his houſe take it, ac- 


cording to the number of the ſouls ; every man, ac- 
cording to his eatirig, ſhall make your count for the 


lamb. 
| Your 


THE PASSOVER APPOINTED. 


Your lamb ſhall be without blemiſh, a male of the 
firſt year: ye ſhall take it out from the ſheep, or from 
the goats. 

And ye ſhall keep it up until the fourtcenth day of 
the ſame month; and the whole aſſembly of the con- 


A 4 
3 


gregation of Iſrael ſhall kill it in the evening. f 
And they ſhall take of the blood, and ſtrike it on | 
the two fide poſts, and on the upper dovr-polt of the 
; houſes wherein they ſhall eat it, 
f And they ſhall eat the fleſh in that night, roaſt 


with fire; and unleavened bread, and with bitter 
herbs they ſhall eat it. Eat not of it raw, nor ſod- 
den at all with water, but roaſt with fire ; his head 
with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. 

And ye ſhall let nothing of it remain until the mor- 
ning: and that which remaineth of it until the mor- 
ning, ye ſhall burn with fire. 


22 ů Oe We nr * . — 


A And thus ſhall ye eat it; with your loins girded, 
1 your ſhoes on your feet, and your ſtaff in your hand: 
e 


and ye ſhall eat it in haſte; it is the Log p's paſſover. 
For I will paſs through the land of Egypt this 
85 night, and will ſmite all the firſt- born in the land of 


n Egypt, both man and beaſt : and againſt all the gods 
- of Egypt I will execute judgment; I am the Lox n. 

And the blood thall be to you for a token upon the 
et houſes where you are: and when | ſee the blood, I 
ml will paſs over you, and the plague ſhall not be upon 
al you to deſtroy you, when 1 ſmite the land of Egypt. 
he Q 6 FEY 
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And this day ſhall be unto you for a memorial ; 
and ye thall keep it a feaſt to the Lok D throughout 
your generations; ye thall keep it a feaſt by an ordi- 
nance for ever. 

Then Moſes called for all the elders of Iſrael, and 
ſaid unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb accor- 
ding to your families, and kill the paſſover. 

And ye ſhall take a bunch of hyſſop, and dip it in 
the blood that is in the baſon, and ſtrike the lintel 
and the two ſide- poſts with the blood that is in the 
baſon; and none of you ſhall go out at the door of 
his houſe until the morning. 

For the Lord will paſs through to ſmite the Egyp- 
tians: and when he ſeeth the blood upon the lintel, 
and on the two ſide-poſts, the LORD will paſs over 
the door, and will not ſuffer the deſtroyer to come 
in unto your houſes to ſmite you. 

And ye ſhall obſerve this thing for an ordinance to 
thee, and to thy ſons for ever. | 

And it ſhall come to paſs, when ye be come to the 
nd which the Loxp will give you, according as he 
hath promiſed, that ye ſhall keep this ſervice. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, when your children ſhall 
lay unto you, What mean ye by this ſervice? 
That ye ſhall fay, It is the ſacrifice of the Lokp's 
paſſover, who paſſed over the houſes of the children of 
Iſracl in Egypt, when he ſmote the Egyptians, and 
delivered our houſes. And the people bowed the 
bead and worſhipped. | 

And the children of Iſrael went away, and did as 


the Lox phad commanded Moſes and Aaron, ſodid they. 
A N NO- 
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ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Though the Iſraelites. were not preſumpturus or prophanc, 
like the Egyptians, they were yet inners, and having, as ſuch, 
incurred the penalty of death *, they had no claim to divine 
favour, neither could they redeem theinſelves. But Gop 
graciouſly determined of his own bountiful mercy, before the 
foundation of the world, to pardon all thoſe who would re- 
pent of their ſins, believe, fear, and truſt in Him, and obey 
his Divine commands, and ordained that the promiſed ſeed of the 
woman ſhould ſatisfy his juſtice, and make atonement for the 
ſins of the whole race of mankind, by ſubmitting to a volun- 
tary death for their redemption. | | 

The time for this ſacrifice was yet at a very-great diſtance, 
when Iſrael was about to be delivered from Egyptian bond- 
age ; but as that deliverance was deſigned to be a type of the 
greater deliverance from the bondage of fin; and alſo a pledge 
to aſſure his faithful ſervants of the certainty of it; the 
Lo Rp inſtituted the paſſower, as a repreſentation of the great 
ſacrifice to be made in the fulneſs of time. 

It was a very ſignificant regulation, that in reſpect to eccle- 
ſiaſtical affairs, every ſucceeding year ſhould commence with 
the ſolemnization of a rite which intimated a redemption 
from death, through the mercy of Gop. 

The paſſover was inſtituted about the beginning of our 
March, which prefigured, that the Redeemer of the world 
ſhould ſuffer in that month: before the inſtitution of the 
paſſover, the Iſraelites began to date the new year from the 


middle of September, and ſtill continue to do ſo in civil con- 


cerns. 


It was required that every houſhold ſuould kill a lamb for 
itſelf, that each individual might have an opportunity of ex- 
preſſing their faith in Gop's promiſes, by joining in that 

| X divine 


* Rom. vi. 23. 


d % EMBLEMS IN THE PASSOVER, 


divine ordinance, which was a token of his intended mercy 
to them. | 

A Lamb without blemiſh was a fit emblem of a Saviour 
who would live a life of perfect innocence and holineſs. 
The Lord's commanding the Lamb to be ſlain, indicated, 
that He having appointed death to be the puniſhment of ſin, 
it was neceſſary for the ſatisfaction of divine juſtice, that thi: 
penalty /bould be paid; that it could not be paid by the ſinner: 
themſelves, but that it actually would be paid by the Re- 
deemer, of whom the Lamb was a type or repreſentation ; 
and the ſprinkling of the blood ſerved at once to teſtify the 
faith of the Iſraelites, and to intimate the efficacy of the blood 
of the REDEEMER. 

The paſcal lamb was flain before Iſrael was delivered out 
of Egypt, to ſignify, that the Saviour muſt ſuffer before man- 
kind could be delivered from the bondage of ſin. It was 
killed before the law of Moſes, or the ſacrifices of Aaron 
were injoined, to ſhew, that deliverance comes to the hu- 
man race only through the REDEEMER. | 

The manner in which the Iſraelites were required to eat 
the paſſover, was calculated to bring to their remembrance, 
in future, the ſituation they were in when they eat it the 
firſt time. 

The lamb was roaſted with fire, to denote (as is bee 

the dreadful pains which the REDEEMER would ſuffer. Un- 
leavened bread was an emblem of ſincerity and truth *, as 
bitter herbs were of repentance and mortification. 
This ceremony was to be obſerved for ever, that is to 
ſay, as long as the Moſaic diſpenſation ſhould laſt, we hal! 
find by the New Teſtament, that it was no longer oblig: atory, 
after Chriſt was ſlain. | 

It is needleſs to enlarge farther on the ſubject of the Jewiſh 
paſſover, as the rite is aboliſhed; CHRIST, the true paſchs! 


lamb, has been lain for the redemption of the world, through 


whom 
* 1 FI V, $, 
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whom alone Chriſtians are to look for ſalvation ; but it may 
be uſeful to us to reflect on the wonderful goodneſs and 
mercy of Gop, in appointing a mean whereby atonement 
might be made for fin, and an intereft in the blood of the 
REDEEMER ſecured, long before He came to lay down his 
lite as a ranſom for mankind. | 

It is obſervable, that the Iſraelites were commanded to 
inſtruct their children in the meaning of this rite, from whence 
may be inferred, that it 1s the duty of chriſtian parents, to 
explain to their children, the meaning of that inſtitution,. 
which is now ſubſtituted in the place of the paſſover. Yet, 
how many are ſuffered to grow up in total ignorance of that 
Holy Sacrament, which was ordained to keep up a conttant 
remembrance of what has been done for them! 


S E c T. IXIV. 


TE DEPARTURE OF THE ISRAELIT ES. 


ND it came to paſs that at mid-night the Lox . 


+ A ſmote all the firſt-born in the land of Egypt, 
from the firſt-born of Pharaoh that ſat on his throne, 
unto. the firſt-born of the captive that was in the 
dungeon; and all the firſt-born of cattle. 

For while all things were in quiet filence, and 
night in the midſt of her ſwift courſe, 

The ALMICHhTY WorD leaped from Heaven, out 
of his royal throne, as a fierce man of war into the 
midſt of a land devoted to deſtruction, and brought 
the infallible commandment as a ſharp ſword, and 

_ ſtanding 
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ſtanding up, filled all things with death, and hz 


touched the heavens, but ſtood upon the earth. 

Then ſuddenly viſions of horrible dreams troubled. 
them ſore, and terrors came upon them unlooked 
for. EP 

And one thrown here, and another there half-dead, 
ſhewed the cauſe of his death. 

For the dreams that troubled them did forefhew 
this, leſt they ſhould periſh, and not know why they 
were afflicted. 

And Pharaoh roſe up in the night, he and all his 
ſervants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a 


great cry in Egypt; for there was not a houſe where 
there was not one dead, 


The maſter and the ſervant were puniſhed after one 
manner, and like as the king, ſo ſuffered the com- 
mon perſon. 

So they altogether had uM dead with one 
kind of death, neither were the living ſufficient to 


bury them: for in one moment the nobleſt offspring 
of them was deſtroyed. 


And Pharaoh called for Moſes and Aaron by night, 
and faid, Riſe up, and get you forth from among my 
people, both ye and the children of Ifrael : and go, 


. ſerve the Lord, as ye have ſaid. 


Alfo take your flocks, and your herds, as ye have 
laid, and be gone, and bleſs me alſo. 


A nd 
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And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people 
that they might ſend them out of the land in haſte : 
for they ſaid, We be all dead men. 

And the people took their dough before it was 
icavencd, their kneading-troughs being bound up in 
their clothes upon their ſhoulders, 

And the children of Iſrael did according to the 
word of Moſes ; and they borrowed of the Egyptians 
jewels of filver and jewels of gold, and raiment. 

And the Lon gave the people favour in the ſight 
of the Egyptians, fo that they lent unto them ſuch 
things as they required: and they ſpoiled the Egypt- 
tans, fits; 

And the children of Iſrael journeyed from Rameſes 
to Succoth, about ſix hundred thouſand on foot that 
were men, beſides children. 

And a mixed multitude went up alſo with them ; 
and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. 

And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough 

which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was 
not leavened : becauſe they were thruſt out of Egypt, 
and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for 
themſelves any victual. 

Now the ſojourning of the children of Iſrael, who 
dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. 

And it eame to paſs, at the end of the four hun- 


dred and thirty years, even the ſelf ſame day it came 


to paſs, that all the hoſts of the Lonp went out 


from the land of Egypt. 7 
Wy + + 
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It is a night to be much obſerved unto the Loxy, 
for bringing them out from the land of Egypt: this 
is that night of the Lox p, to be obſerved of all the 
children of Iſrael in their generations. 

And the LokD ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Sanctif, 
unto me all the firſt-born among the children of 
Iſrael, both of man and of beaſt ; it is mine. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the people, 3 ber this 
day in which ye came out from Egypt, out of th: 
houſe of bondage; for by ſtrength of hand the LON 
brought you out from this place: there ſhall no lea. 
vened bread be eaten. 

This day came ye out in the month Abib. And 
it ſhall be when the Loxp ſhall bring thee into the 
land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the 
Amorites, and the Hivites, and the Jebuſites, which 
he ſware unto thy fathers to give thee, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, that thou ſhalt keep this ſer- 
vice in this month. | 

Seven days ſhalt thou cat unleavened bread, and it 
the ſeventh day ſhall be a feaſt to the Logo. 

Unleavened bread ſhall be eaten feven days: and 
there ſhall no leavened bread be ſeen with thee, nei- 
ther ſhall there be leaven ſeen with thee in all thy 
quarters, | 

And thou ſhalt ſhew thy ſon in that day, ſaying, 
This is done becauſe of that which the Loxp did 
unto me, when I came forth out of Egypt, 


And 
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And it ſhall be for a ſign unto thee upon thine 
hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes ; that 
the Lord's law may be in thy mouth; for with a 
ſtrong hand hath the Loxp brought thee out of 
Egypt. 

Thou ſhalt therefore keep this ordinance in his 
ſeaſon from year to year, 

And it ſhall be when thy ſon aſketh thee in time to 


come, ſaying, What is this? that thou ſhalt ſay unto 


him, By ſtrength of hand the Loxp brought us out 
from Egypt, from the houſe of bondage. 

And it came to paſs when Pharaoh would hardly 
let us go, that the Lorp flew all the firſt-born in the 
land of Egypt, both the firſt-born of man and the 
firſt- born of beaſts ; therefore I ſacrifice to the Loxn 
all the firſt-born, being males, but all the firſt-born of 
my children I redeem, 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


We may ſuppoſe that Moſes delivered the Loxp's meſſage 


to Pharaoh on the ſame day that he directed the Iſraelites to 


ſeparate the lambs for the paſſover, which was ſeveral days 


before the laſt plague was ſent upon Egypt, ſo that the 
Egyptians had ſufficient time to reflect upon the danger to 
which they expoſed themſclves, by detaining Gop's people; 
but while the Iſraelites with faith and devout expectation, 
prepared for their departure, Pharaoh and his preſumptuous 
ſubjects went on encouraging each other, in an obſtinate de- 
fiance of the threatnings of that great Being, who hadalready 
fully demonſtrated to them, that He is poſſeſſed of ommnporence. 

| There 
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There was ſomething ſo fooliſh in this conduct, that there i: 
no accounting for it any other way, than by imputing it to a 
want of that divine principle (which as has been before ob- 
ſerved) is neceſſary to regulate human reaſon, and prevent 
the paſſions from obtaining an aſcendency over it.—It is evi- 
dent that Pharaoh did not, on this occaſion, make a prope: 
uſe of his reaſoning faculty, or he muſt have diſcerned tl:- 
folly of oppoſing the will of the LoRD Gop. 

Of all the judgments that had yet been inflicted upon the 
Egyptians, none was equal in its effects and duration to 2/ 
death of their firſt-born. This was calculated to recall th: 
tenderneſs which impiety, by raiſing turbulent pailions in the 
mind, had, in a manner, obliterated ; and at the ſame tin. 
to mortify the pride of thoſe who exalted themſclves agai.!! 
GoD, as it deprived them of the principal hope of their ta- 
mily, the firf-born ſon ; he who was to ſucceed his father in 
honour and eſtate, and ſupport that pride which aſpired to 
domineer even over the people, whom Gop had honoured 
with the title of His own firf-born. The other plagues were 
but temporary evils in compariſon with this. The river now 
no longer flowed with blood, but yielded again the refreſhing 
element of water. The houſes of the Egyptians were cleanſcd 
from noiſom reptiles, their bodies from vermin, the flicz 
which devoured them were dead, and the land was purified 
from the corruption which they had occaſioned. The loſs of 
cattle which they had ſuſtained by the murrain, might be re- 
paired by purchaſe, and ſubſequent encreaſe. — Health was 
reſtored to their bodies; the tempeſt was. paſt, and the air 
again ſerene ; future crops of flax and barley, might ſupp!y 
the deficiencies which the hail and fire had made; and the 
quick growth of vegetables promiſed a reſtoration of the 
herbs of the field; the army of locuſts was no more; and 
trees would again ſhoot forth their leaves, and bear fruit. 


The 
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The darkneſs was ſuch as had never yet beer known, 


and might poſſibly never be know: avain., But who could 


reſtore to life their frf-born 2 W hat could recompence them 
for the loſs of their children? The afilicted parents could not 
conſole themſelves with the thought, that their beloved off- 
ſpring were removed to a world of blils, where they might 
hope to meet them again in glory, crowned with immor- 
tality; on the contrary, their ſorrow was aggravated by the 


« TERROR OF THE LORD; which ſeized their minds; 


and filled them with fearful apprehenſion that the vengeance 
of an offended Gop would ſoon fall on their own heads. 

It was one part of Gop's denunciation againſt the Egyp- 
tians,* that he would execute judgment againſt all the gods 


of Egypt. 


As the Egyptians originally deſcended from Miſraim, the 


grandſon of Noah, they muſt originally have had the know- 
ledge of the Lokp among them, nor had they totally loſt it 
in the days of Abraham and Iſaac; but by degrees they fell 
into the groſſeſt idolatry ; and, beſides a number of idols, 
which they called celeſtial and terreſtrial gods, they gave 
adoration to brute animals; and that to fo great a varie- 
ty, that in almoſt every town or village they worſhipped a 
different one ; which was often the cauſe of bitter quarrels, 
and ſometimes of dangerous wars, They paid divine ho- 
nours to the lion, the bull, the goat, the cat, the dog, the 
ibis, the wolf, the crocodile, and many others. If any one 
killed any of the ſacred animals deſignedly, he was puniſhed 
with immediate death; — they were fed at great expence 
while living; and, when they died, the Egyptians went into 
deep mourning, and lamented them as if they had been their 


deareſt children. Theſe, in all probability, were the beaſts 


that died in the laſt plague, (the gods of Egypt,) and not the 
cattle of the field. In this account of the idolatries of the 
Egyptians, we ſee, that as the Apoſtle expreſſes, “ Though 


they 
* See Section 62. 
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they knew Gop, they glorified him not as God, but changed 
the glory of the uncorruptible Gop (even his own expreſs 
IMAGE) for four-footed beaſts and creeping things ; — the 
truth of Gop into a lie; — honouring the creature more than 
the CREATOR, who is bleſſed for evermore !* 

The prediction, which Moſes delivered to Pharaoh, was 
now fulfilled F. His own proud heart was humbled, and his 
people were urgent to ſend the Iſraelites out of their land; 
they at length acknowledged them to be the people of Gop t, 
and willingly furniſhed them with ſuch things as might be 
neceſſary to add ſplendour to the ſacrifice ny were going to 
make in the wilderneſs, 

At firſt ſight it appears a diſhonourable act in the Iſraclites 
to borrow of the Egyptians what they could have no intention 
to return; but we muſt conſider, that the Iſraelites had been 
treated in a very unjuſt and cruel manner by the Egyptians, 
who had defrauded them, by obliging them to labour with- 
out receiving any wages for their work; that a number of 
their children had alſo been put to death, and in all proba- 
_ bility many perſons had Joſt their lives in conſequence of the 
ſeverities which had been exerciſed on them; ſo that the 
Iſraelites had an undoubted right to ſpoil the Egyptians, it 
opportunity offered, as much as any nation has to take the 
poſſeſſions of thoſe with whom they are in a ſtate of war, eſ- 
pecially as they did it by the expreſs command of Gop ; for 
all things in this world are properly his, he created, go— 
verns, and ſuſtains the univerſe, therefore may juſtly take 
from one, and give to another, as his infinite wifdom ſees 
proper. Egypt and her proud king had forfeited all preten- 
ſion to Gop's bounty, by an open defiance of his power; we 
therefore cannot wonder that he ſhould deprive them of the 
riches they were ſo utterly unworthy of. 

With what joy muſt the Iſraelites have ſeized the long- 
wiſhed for opportunity. of eſcaping from ſuch barbarous op- 


prefiors | | 
| 7 5 8 Rameſes 
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Rameſes was the chief city in Goſhen ; Succoth was about 
twelve miles from it; — here the Iiraclites ſtopped to re— 
view their company. 

The mixed multitude are ſuppoſed to have been ſtrangers 
of different nations, who lived in Egypt; and, having ſeen 
the wonders, which were wrought for the deliverance. of the 
Ifraclites, reſolved to accompany them, with a view to the 
improvement of their own fortune, 

To ſandify, ſignifies to ſet apart for holy purpoſes ; it was 
very proper, that the Iſraelites ſhould have a religious rite, 
to call to their remembrance the great mercy of Gop, in 
ſparing their firſt-born, when thoſe of Egypt were deſtroyed ; 
and that they ſhould inform their ſons of this memorable de- 
liverance, and endeavour to excite in their minds love and 
reverence towards the great Author of it. In reſpect to 
keeping the paſſover, the Jews have been lo far obedient to 
Gop's command, as never to aboliſh it; nay, thoſe, who 
have lived ſince the promulgation of Chriſtianity, have been 
particularly tenacious of it; and, not perceiving that the 
paſchal lamb was only a type of our Redeemer, {till continue to 
obſerve the ſolemnity, as well as their preſent circumſtances 
will admit of. The manner of their keeping it is this, On the 
{abbath-day, previous to the paſſover, the Jews have a ſer- 
mon preached in their ſynagogue on the paſchal lamb ; and 
two days afterwards, all their furniture muſt be wathed clean; 
— they ſearch their houſes that no leavened bread may be 
ound, and are extremely ſcrupulous in making up the un- 
leavened bread, Moſt commonly, the maſter of the houſe 
makes it; and if any of it falls to the ground, the dogs and 
cats are not ſuffered to eat it. It muſt be kneaded in a 
place where the ſun does not ſhine; and the cake, which 
uſed formerly to be given to the prieſts, is burned to aſhes. 

They are obliged to ſit down at a table, like perſons in 
haſte to begin a journey, in memory of their departure from 
Egypt. 
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Egypt. The maſter of the family fits down with his chi}. 
dren and domeſtics, when ſome cakes and part of a lamb are 
ſet before them; they are then ſerved with a compoſition of 
fruits, in a pie, made in the form of a brick, in remembrance 
of the bricks made by their anceſtors in Egypt. They after- 
wards eat bitter herbs, in remembrance of the bitternefs of 
Egyptian bondage ; and the ſhoulder of a lamb being held up 
in a diſh, the maſter of the houſe repeats the following words: 
Behold the bread of ſorrow and oppreſſion, which our forefather; 
did once eat in Egypt, let him that is hungry draw near and bat, 
this is the ſacriſice of the paſchal lamb. This ceremony being 
over, ahymn is ſing by all the company preſent; and when 
they come to that part, mentioning the ten plagues of Egypt, 
they pour a littl: wine on the ground, wiſhing that thoſe 
plagues may be far removed from them : — then they drink 
off the wine, and finiſh the hymn. The maſter of the hou! 
then waſhes his hands in clean water, and breaking one ot 
the cakes, preſents a- part of it to each of the gueſts ; this 
being done, they begin to eat the lamb ; and what is left mul? 
be burnt; and the ceremony concludes with a glaſs of wine, 

In this account of the method, in which the modern Jews 
celebrate the paſſover, we may obſerve a great reſemblance 
of the original inſtitution; and, when we conſider in what 
a wonderful manner the Jews, who were formerly a large 
united body of people, have been diſperſed, and what ob- 
ſtructions their religion hath met with, it is aſtoniſhing to think, 
that they have preſerved any of their ceremonies. 

The feaſt of the paſſover“ was calculated to furniſh an in- 
conteſtible proof, to ſucceeding generations, that ſuch an 
event, as the deliverance of Iſrael, had happened, becauſe 
it muſt have been ordained in the life-time of thoſe who had 
eſcaped from the Egyptian bondage ; for however their de- 
ſcendants might have liſtened to fabulous tales, they never 
could have believed that they themſelves had, from their very 

| infancy, 
* Leſley's plain and eaſy Method with the Jews. 
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infancy, obſerved a ceremony in commemoration of a thing, 
of which they had never before heard; nor weuld Xloſes 
have been ſo fooliſh as to attempt to introduce this rite in re- 
membrance of imaginary tranſactions, and to appeal to the 
knowledge and experience of fix hundred thouſand men, 
each of whom could have proved him an impoſtor. 

We find, from this ſection, that the lives of children arc 
in the hands of Gop ; and that he can, in an inſtant of time, 
fruſtrate the ambitious views of thoſe, who think only of the 
worldly proſperity ot their offspring. It ſhonld therefore be 
the tender parent's care, to live à courſe of piety himſelf, 
that he may not, by preſumptuous fin, provoke the LORD 
to ſend this heavy calamity upon him; and to dedicate, from 
the earlieſt infancy, not only his frft-bern, but every dear | 
child, which is given him, to the ſervice of Gop, as Chril- Rr 
tians, have the bleſſed opportunity of doing, in the ordi- 14 
nance of baptiſm, without excluding them from the common 
offices of life. 


K N. XVI. 


THE ISRAELITES PASS THROUGH THE RED SEA. 
True EGYTTIANS DROWNED. 


\ ND it came to paſs, when Pharaoh had Iet the 
people go, that Gop led them not through the 
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way of the land of the Philiftines, although that was 
near; for God ſaid, Left peradventure the people re- | 
pent when they ſee war, and they return to Egypt. 4 
But Gop led the people about, through the way 0 
of the wilderneſs of the Red Sea. And the children N 
" of Iſrael went up, five in a rank, * out of the land of . 
Egypt. 9 
. oy R hs And he 
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And Moſes took the bones of Joſeph with him: 
for he had ſtraitly ſworn the children of Iſrael, ſaying, 
Gop will ſurely viſit you; and ye ſhall carry up my 
bones away hence with you. 

And they took their journey from 80888 and 
encamped in Etham, in the edge of the wilderneſs, 

And the Loa p went before them by day in a pillar 
of a cloud, to lead them the way ; and by night in a 
pillar of fire, to give them light: to go by day and 
night. 

He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, 
nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people. 
And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 

Speak unto the children of Iſrael, that they turn 
and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and 
the ſea, over againſt Baal-zephon : before it thall ye 
encamp by the ſea. 

For Pharaoh will ſay of the children of Iſrael, They 
are intangled in the land, the wilderneſs hath {ut 
them in. 

And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he ſhall 
follow after them: and I will be honoured upon 
Pharaoh, and upon all his hoſt ; that the Egyptians 


may know, that I am the Loxp. And they did ſo. 


And it was told the king of Egypt that the people 

fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and of his ſervants 

was turned againſt the people, and they ſaid, Why have 

we done this, that we have let Iſrael go from ſerving 
us! a 


And 
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And he made ready his chariot, and took his people 
with him. And he took fix hundred choſen cha- 
riots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains 
over every one of them. 

And the Lorp hardened the heart of Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, and he purſued after the children of 
Iſrael : and the children of Iſrael went out with an 
high hand, 

But the Egyptians purſued after them, (all the 
horſes and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horſemen, 
and his army, and overtook them encamping by the 
lea, beſide Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-zephon. | 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of 


Irael lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians 


marched after them ; and they were ſore afraid ; and 
the children of Iſrael cried out unto the Lok, 
And they faid unto Moſes, Becauſe there were no 


graves in Egypt, haſt thou taken us away to die in the 


wilderneſs ? wherefore haſt thou dealt thus with us, 
to carry us forth out of Egypt. 
Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, 
ſaying, Let us alone, that we may ſerve the Egyp- 
tians? for it had been better for us to ſerve the 
Egyptians than that we ſhould die in the wilderneſs. 
And Moſes ſaid unto the people, Fear ye not, 
ſtand ſtill, and ſee the ſalvation of the LorD, which 
he will ſhew to you to-day : for the Egyptians whom 
ye have ſeen to-day, ye ſhall lee them again no more 
for ever. 
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The Loup ſhall fight for you, and ye ſhall hold 
your peace. And the Lo v ſaid unto Moſes, Where- 
fore crieſt thou unto me ? ſpeak unto the children of 
Iſrael, that they go forward. 

But lift thou up thy rod, and ſtretch out thine 
hand over the ſea, and divide it : and the children of 
Iſrael ſhall go on dry ground through the midſt of 
the ſea. | 

And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians, and they ſhall follow them : and I will 
get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his hoſt, 
upon his chariots, and upon his horſemen. 

And the Egyptians ſhall know that J am the Lory, 

when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, and 
upon his chariots, and upon his horſemen. 
And the Angel of Gop, which went before the 
camp of Iſrael, removed and went behind them: 
and the pillar of the cloud went from before their 
face, and ſtood behind them. 

And it came between the camp of the Egyptians, 
and the camp of Iſrael ; and it was a cloud and dark- 
neſs to them, but it gave light by night to theſe; 
ſo that the one came not near the other all the 
night. 


and the LoRD cauſed the fea to go back by a ſtrong 
caſt wind all that night, and made the ſea dry land, 
and the waters were divided. 


And 


And Moſes ſtretched out his hand over the ſea ; 
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And the children of Iſrael went into the midſt of 
the ſea upon the dry ground : and the waters were a 
wall unto them on their right hand and on their 
left. | 

And they went at large like horſes, and leaped 
like lambs praiſing the LoxD who delivered them *. 

And the Egyptians purſued, and went in after 
them to the midſt of the ſea, even all Pharaoh's 
horſes, his chariots, and his horſemen. 

And it came to paſs that in the morning watch the 
Lord looked unto the hoſt of the Egyptians through 
the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the 
hoſt of the Egyptians, and took off their chariot 
wheels, that they drave them heavily: fo that the 
Egyptians ſaid, let us flee from the face of Iſrael ; for 
the Loxp fighteth for them againſt the Egyptians. 

And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Stretch out thine 
hand over the ſea, that the waters may come again 
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon 
their horſemen. 

And Moſes ſtretched forth his hand over the ſea; 
and the ſea returned to his ſtrength when the morn- 
ing appeared: and the Egyptians fled againſt it: and 
the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midſt of 
the ſea, 
And the waters returned and covered the chariots, 
and the horſemen, and all the hoſt of Pharaoh that 
came into the ſea after them : there remained not ſo 
much as one of them. 


* Wiſdom xix. 9. 
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But the children of Iſrael walked upon dry land in 
the midſt of the fea : and the waters were a wall unto 
them on their right hand and on their left, 

Thus the Lord ſaved Iſrael that day out of the 
hand of the Egyptians : and Iſrael faw the Egyptians 
dead upon the ſea-ſhore. 

And Iſrael ſaw that great work which the Loxp 
did upon the Egyptians : and the people feared the 
. Lorp, and believed the Lorp, and his ſervant 
Moles. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


Had the Iſraclites been left to follow the dictates of their 
own minds, in all probability they would have taken tlie 
neareſt way to the land of Canaan ; but they were very unfit 
for war, as they were eaſily intimidated, having had their 
{ſpirits kept in ſubjection by ſevere bondage; and were there- 
fore utterly unqualified to encyunter ſuch formidable enemics 
as the Philiſtines, who would naturally oppoſe the paſſage cf 
luch a numerous body of men through their land. Beſides, 
the Iſrachtes were apt to murmur and repine at every diſap- 
pointment, and it is likely would have revolted, and joined 
themſelves to other nations, if they had perceived a proſpect 
of preſent advantage. It certainly was the gracious intention 
of God, not only to bleſs them, but to teach them how they 
might pay him acceptable ſervice : and for this purpoſe alſo 
he led them about through the wilderneſs, that in ſuch a re- 
tirement they might without interruption receive and learn 
thoſe laws his wiſdom ſhould ordain for them; and by de- 
arees, be entirely weaned from idelatrous practices ſo abo- 
minable in his fight ; which there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, many 
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of them were addicted to, and would moſt likely have re- 
tained in the promiſed land. | 

We find that the Iſraelites marched out of Egypt in regular 
order, and that Moſes did not forget to take the bones of 
Joſephi with him: theſe circumſtances prove, that they en- 
joyed perfect tranquility of mind, and had no dread of tlie 
enemy. | | 

The pillar of fire, which went before the Iſraelites, was a 
token that the LoRD GOD was preſent with them: of its ap- 
pearance we can form no idea, tor without doubt it was very 
different from that of common fire, or any other object in na- 
ture : one very aſtoniſhing particular attended it, which was, 
that it put on different forms at the ſame time, affording 
light to one people, and caſting darkneſs on another. Jo 
the Iſraclites it ſerved not only as a guide in their journeyings, 
but as a defence from the atfaults of their enemies: it covered 


them from the heat of the ſun in the wilderneſs, where there 


were but few trees to ſhelter them; it alſo ſerved as a ſtand- 
ing oracle, to wiich they might on all occaſions reſort to 
know the divine will, Tlüs cloud may properly be called 
the vehicle of the LORD Gob, the place of Ivs inyeitic pre- 

ſence, | 
Had not Gop condeſcended to give a viſble teken of his 
preſence, the Iſraelites would ſcarcely have had courage to 
leave Etham, and follow Moſes; for they were ordered to 
encamp in a place which was ſo ſituated, as to furniſh no 
means of eſcape from utter deſtruction, but by the particular 
providence of their heavenly Leader. On one fide of then! 
a range of craggy rocks, on the other (as is ſuppoſed) forts 
and garrifons of the Egyptians; before them the tea, behind 
them the hoſts of their enemies, at whoſe appearance, in all 
probability, they had been uſed to tremble; who had humbled 
their very ſouls by their barbarous treatment, and whoſe 
commands it was death to diſpute; they were ſtrangers to tlie 
R 4 art? 
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arts of war, unſkilled to wield the ſword, to draw the bow, 
or throw the ſpear and lance ; nor could they climb the lofty 
rocks, and hide themſelves from the impending dangers ; 
neither were they furniſhed with veſſels, to carry them acrof:; 
the ſea in ſearch of a place of refuge or retreat. 

The LorD knew * that Pharaoh had not given the Iſraelite; 
leave to depart in obedience to His commands, but mercly 
from ſudden dread of divine vengeance, and that both he and 
his people would repent and purſue after them; the LORD 


therefore removed his terror from the minds of Pharaoh and 


his people, and left them at liberty to follow the dictates oi 
of their own obdurate hearts, in conſequence of which, 
wlüle they were yet mourning and making lamentation at the 
graves of the dead, they committed another act which diſco- 
vered a mind void of judgment, for hearing that, inſtead of 
returning, the Iſraglites continued their journey, they pur— 
ſued thoſe as fugitives whom they had juſt before entreated 
to be gone . 

Fo a ſet of unarmed men, the fight of ſuch a formidable 
loſt muſt Fave been very dreadful, but after the numerous 
zaltances of the power and goodneſs of the LoRD, which they 
had ſo recently beheld, the Ifraclites had ſuikcient foundation 


to hope that they ſhould be eftectuaily delivered from their 


enemies, and therefore it was fintul in them to throw aſide 
their confidence, even while the LORD was vitbly among 
them, but conſidering thera as the poſterity of His faithful 
ſervants, Abraham, liaac and Jacob; and in remembrance 
of his covenant, the LoD pardoned their weakneſs, and 
animated their faith by ſreſh promiſes. Their ſituat'o.1 was 
ſuch, that they could do nothing for themſelves: all that 


Gop required was, that they ſhould remain quiet, and only 


vhſerve in what manner He would effect their deliverance. | 
W hoever has viewed the ſea, may eaſily recollect with 
what mag nificence and ſtrength its waves follow each other; 


* Wiſdom xix. 1, 2. + Tdid. 3. 
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their ordinary force cannot be reſiſted by the moſt powerful 
army; how wonderful muſt it then have been to ſee them 
dividing and ſtanding ſtill on heaps at the lifting up of Moſes' 
rod! | 

The ANGEL oF THE LoRD undoubtedly was the ſame 
Almighty Being who had been to mankind from the creation, 
the ible image of the only true Gop. 

It is ſaid, that the pillar of the cloud gave light to the I- 
raelites, but caſt darkneſs upon the Egyptians, from whence 
we may infer, that the latter had advanced into the ſea, be- 


fore they knew any thing of the miracle that had been 


wrought.—How great then muſt have been their conſterna- 
tion, when the glory of the Loxvy beamed forth and diſfco- 
vered to them the danger of their fituation—mountainous 
waves ſtanding on heaps collected together by that omnipo- 
tent Being whom they had ſo repeatedly offended, and ready 
to fall on their preſumptuous heads! -A ſudden conviction 
of the power of the Lo xp, and their own weakneſs, ſeizing 
upon their ſpirits, and impelling them to flee from the un- 
armed people they were the inſtant before with full confidence 
of victory purſuing! It is likely that in this confuſion the 
Egyptians drove againſt each other, and by this means broke 
their chariot wheels.—At length the divine command was 
given; Moſes again lifted up lis rod, and the fare of thoſe 
who ha ſo leng oppoſed the will of the SOVEREIGN OF THY 
UNIVERSE, was in an inſtant determined. —Well might the 
Iſraelites fear the Lo RD, and believe his faithful miniſter ! 
From the wonderful hiſtory. of Pharaoh and the Egyptians, 
we learn that Gop is undoubtedly the Lo RD and GOVERNOR 
of all things; for every part of nature is ſubſervient to His 
will, and he can alter or diſpoſe of it according to His plea- 
ſure.— Pharaoh himſelf could not have maintained a conteſt 
with Gov for a moment, had not his almighty antagoniſt 
armed him with ſtrength to endure his vengeance for: the 


purpole of proving his own omnipotent power. | 
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We alſo learn from this portion of Sacred Hiſtory, hoe 
diſpleaſing in the ſight of Gop are pride, cruelty, and impiety : 
let us therefore be thankful to the LoxpD for his goodness, 
and never make an improper ule of his gifts, left we provoke 
Him to turn them into curſes: and let us carefully guard 
our minds againſt the firſt temptations to preſumprueus ſin, by 

entertaining an humble opinion of ourſelves, not omitting to 
pray to Gop to give us his grace, that we may not fall into 
hardneſs of heart, or contempt of His holy will and com- 
mandments. 

From this part of the Hiſtory of the Iſraclites, we may in- 
fer, that there is no ſituation in life, however diſtreſſing i 
may be, but Gop is able to deliver us from it. We muſt 
not indeed expect Him to perform miracles in our favour, 
by changing the courſe of nature, becauſe miracles have 
ceaſed ſince the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity ; but if we read 
the hiſtory of different nations, and obſerve what paſſes in 
the world around us, we may find that his providence fre- 
quently interpoſes in a wonderful manner, to relieve the diſ- 
treſſes, and ſoften the afflictions of thoſe who truſt in him. 
We ſhould therefore pray to him for protection, uſe the 
means he has furniſhed us with for our ſupport, and when 
danger threatens, or misfortunes befal us, we ſhould then 
ſubmit to his diſpenſations with patient reſignation, and 
humble hope of deliverance, by his infinite mercy and 
coodneſs, | 


S. K C T. Ln. 
TEE SONG OT Mos Es. 


HEN ſang Moſes and the children of Iſrael this 
& fong unto the Lok, and ſpake, ſaying, I will ſing 
unto the Lorp : for he hath triumphed gloriouſly ; 

the horſe and his rider hath he thrown into the ſea. 
8 The 
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The Load is my ſtrength and ſong, and he is be- 
come my falvation : he is my Gov, and I will pre- 
pare him an habitation; my father's Gop, and J 
will exalt him. | | 

The Lord is lige a man of war: the Loa p is 
his name. Pharaoh's chariots and his hoſt hath he 
caſt into the ſea : his choſen captains alſo are drowned 
in the Red Sea. 

The depths have covered them, they ſank into 
the bottom as a ſtone. "Thy right-hand, O Lok, 
is become glorious in power: thy right-hand, O 
LozD, hath daſhed in pieces the enemy. 

And in the greatneſs of thine excellency thou haſt 
overthrown them that roſe up againſt thee : thou 
ſenteſt forth thy wrath, which conſumed them as 
ſtubble. 

And with the blaſt of thy noſtrils the waters were 
gathered together: the floods ſtood upright as an 
heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of 
the ſea. 

The enemy ſaid, I will purſue, I will overtake, I will 
divide the ſpoil : my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon them: I 
will draw my ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy them. 

Thou didſt blow with thy wind; the ſea covered 
them : they ſank as lead in the mighty waters. 

Who is like unto thee, O Lorp, amongſt the 
gods? Who is like thee, glorious i in holineſs, fearful 
in praiſes, doing wonders 
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Thou ſtretchedſt out thy right-hand, the earth 
fwallowed them. Thou in thy mercy haſt led forth 
the people which thou haſt redeemed : thou haſt 
guided them in thy ſtrength unto thy holy habitation. 
The people ſhall hear, and be afraid: forrow fthall 
take hold of the inhabitants of Paleſtina, 
Then the dukes of Edom ſhall be amazed: the 
mighty men of Moab, trembling ſhall take hold upon 
them : all the inhabitants of Canaan ſhall melt away. 

Fear and dread ſhall fall upon them : by the great- 
neſs of thine arm they ſhall be as ſtill as a ſtone : till 
thy people paſs over, O Lox, till thy people pals 
over, which thou haſt purchaſed. 

Thou ſhalt bring them in and plant them in the 
mountain of thine inheritance; in the place, O 
LorD, which thou haſt made for thee to dwell in; 
in the ſanctuary, O Loxp, which thy hands have 
eſtabliſhed. 3 

The Lox ſhall reign for ever and ever. 

For the horſe of Pharaoh went in with his chariots, 
and with his horſemen into the ſea, and the LORD 
brought again the waters of the ſea upon them: but 
the children of Iſrael went on dry land i in the midſt 
of the ſea. 

And Miriam the propheteſs, the ſiſter of Aaron, 
took a timbrel in her hand: and all the women went 
out after her with timbrels and with dances. | 

And Miriam anfwered them, Sing ye to the Loxp; 
for He hath triumphed gloriouſly ; the horſe and his 
rider hath He thrown into the ſea, 
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This divine ſong was ſo admirably adapted to the occaſion, 
that it is needleſs to write a comment on it; it conveys a moſt 
lively idea of the ſenſe which Moſes entertained of the won- 
derful deliverance of the Iſraelites. Some parts of it are 
prophetical, and foretold the ſubſequent conqueſts of God's 
people. We find, from this paſſage of ſcripture, that ſing- 
ing of pſalms, or devotional ſongs, was a very antient cuſ- 
tom: —when performed with Seriouſneſs and ſolemnity, it 


is certainly extremely edifying, and ſerves to elevate the 
thoughts to heaven. 


Miriam is ſuppoſed to have repeated the whole of Moſes' 
fong in concert with the women. 


S E TN. LAYH: 


THE IsRAELITES MURMUR AGAINST Moss. 
G0D FEEDETH THEM WITH MANNA. 


80 Moſes brought Iſrael from the Red Sea, and they 
went out into the wilderneſs of Shur, and they 
went three days in the wilderneſs and found no water. 
And when they came to Marah, they could not 
drink of the waters of Marah; for they were bitter : 
therefore the name of it was called Marah. 
And the people murmurred againſt Dons, ſaying, 
| What ſhall we drink ? | | 
And he cried unto the LoRD: and the LoRD 
ſhewed him a tree, which when he caſt into the wa- 
ters, the waters were made ſweet: there he made 
for them a ſtatute and an ordinance, and there he 


proved them : 
And 
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And ſaid, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the 
voice of the LoRD thy Gop, and wilt do that which 
is right in his ſight, and wilt give ear to his com- 
mandments, and keep all his ſtatutes ; I will put none 
of theſe diſeaſes upon thee, which I have brought 
upon the Egyptians : for I am the Lord that healeth 
thee. And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells 
of water, and three ſcore and ten palm trees: and 
they encamped there by the waters. 

And they took their journey from Elim, and all 
the congregation of the children of Iſrael came unto 
the wilderneſs of Sin, which is between Elim and 
Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the ſecond month, after 

their departing out of the land of Egypt. 

And the whole congregation of the children of Iſ- 
rael murmured againſt Moſes and Aaron in the wil- 
derneſs. 

And the children of Iſrael ſaid unto them, Would 
to Gob we had died by the hand of the LoxD in the 
land of Egypt, when we fat by the fleſhpots and 
when we did eat bread to the full: for ye have 
brought us forth into this wilderneſs, to kill this 
whole aſſembly with hunger. | 

Then ſaid the LoxD unto Moſes, Behold, I will 
rain bread from heaven for you ; and the people ſhall 
go out, and gather a certain rate every day, that I may 
prove them, whether they will walk in my law or no. 
And it ſhall come to paſs, that on the ſixth day, 
* they ſhall prepare that which they bring in; and it 
: ſhall be twice as much as they gather daily. 

| | be And 
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And Moſes and Aaron ſaid unto all the children of 
Iſrael, At even then ye ſhall know that the LoRD 
hath brought you out from the land of Egypt. | 

And in the morning then ſhall ye ſee the glory of 
the Lord: tor that he heareth your murmurings 
againſt the LoRD: and what are we, that ye mur- 
mur againſt us ? | 

And Moſes ſaid, This ſhall be, when the Lon 
thall give you in the evening fleſh to eat, and in the 
morning bread to the full, for that the Loxp heareth 
your murmurings which ye murmur againſt him: 
and what are we? your murmurings are not againſt 
us, but againſt the LoRD. 

And Moſes ſpake unto Aaron, Say unto all the 
congregation of the children of Iſrael, Come near 


before the LoR D: for he hath heard your murmur- 


=P. | 
And it came to paſs as Aaron ſpake unto the whole 


congregation of the children of Iſrael, that they looked 


toward the wilderneſs, and behold, the glory of the 
LorD appeared in the cloud, 

And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, I have 
heard the murmurings of the children of Iſrael ; ſpeak 
unto them, ſaying, At even ye ſhall eat fleſh, and 
in the morning ye ſhall be filled with bread : and ye 
ſhall know that I am the LoRD your Gop. 

And it came to pals, that at even the quails came 


up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the 
dew lay round about the hoſt, 8 
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And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold 
upon the face of the wilderneſs there lay a ſmall round 
thing as ſmall as the hoar froſt on the ground. 

And when the children of Iſrael ſaw it, they ſaid 
one to another, What is this? * for they wiſt 
not what it was. And Moſes faid unto them, This 
is the bread which the LorD hath given you to eat. 

This is the thing which the Lorp hath com- 
manded, Gather of it every man according to his 
eating: an omer for every man, according to the 
number of your perſons ; take ye every man for 
them which are in his tents. 

And the children of Iſrael did fo, and gathered 
ſome more, ſome leſs. 

And when they did mete it with an omer, he that 
gathered much, had nothing over, and he that ga- 
thered little had no lack: they. gathered every man 
according, to his eating. | 

And Moſes ſaid, Let no man heave of it till the 
morning. 

Notwithſtanding they hearkened not unto Moſes: 
but. ſome of them left of it until the morning, and it 
bred worms and rank: and Moſes was wroth with 
them. | 

And they gathered it every morning, every man 

according to his eating: and when the ſun waxed 
hot, it melted. 5 

And it came to paſs that on the ſixth day. they ga- 

hered twice as much bread, two omers for one man: 


and 
* Marginal tranſlation. 
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and all the rulers of the congregation came and told 
Moſes, 

And he ſaid unto them, This is that which theL ORD 
hath faid, Fo- morrow is the reſt of the holy ſabbath 
unto the LoR PD; bake that which ye will bake, to- 
day, and ſeethe that ye will ſeethe; and that which 
remaineth over, lay up for you to be kept until the 


morning. 


And they laid it up till the morning, as Moſes 
bade: and it did not ſtink, neither was there any 
worm therein. 

And Moſes faid, Eat that to-day ; for to-day is a 
ſabbath unto the LorD: to-day ye ſhall not find it 
in the field, | 

Six days ye ſhall gather it, but on the ſeventh day, 
which is the ſabbath, in it there ſhall be none. 

And it came to paſs, that there went out ſome of 
the people on the ſeventh day for to gather, a and they 
found none. 

And the Lozp ſaid unto Moſes, How long refuſe 
ye to keep my commandments and my laws ? 

See, for that the Lord hath given you the ſab- 
bath, therefore he giveth you on the ſixth day the 
bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, 
let no man go out of his place on the ſeventh day. 

So the people reſted on the ſeventh day. 

And the houſe of Iſrael called the name thereof 
Manna: and it was like - coriander ſeed, white, and 
the taſte of it was like wafers made with honey. 

And Moſes ſaid, This is the thing which the Lox» 


commandeth, Fill an omer of it to be kept for your 
| ne 
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generations; that they may ſee the bread wherewith 
I have fed you in the wilderneſs, when I brought 
you forth from the land of Egypt. 

And Moſes faid unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put 
an omer full of manna therein, and Jay it up before 


the Lord, to be kept for your generations. 


As the LoxD commanded Moſes, fo Aaron laid it 


up before the teſtimony, to be kept. 


And the children of Iſracl did eat manna forty 
years, until they came to a land inhabited: they did 
eat manna until they came unto the borcers of the 
land of Canaan. 

Now an omer is the tenth part of an ephah, 


ANNOTATIONS axD R ELECTIONS. 


The apoſtle St. Paul teaches us to regard the pailuge thro' 
the Red Sea as a ban +, Oo, of His own rte metcy, 
opened a way for the Iſraclites to efcape from Egyptian bon— 
dave; and received the whole nation under his protection, as 
His peculiar people. By entering into the fea, each in- 
dividual expreſſed his faith in the divine promiſes, Tie 
LokRp went before them, to guide them to the land cf Ca- 
naan. They willingly followed His guidance. From hence- 
forth each perſon was a men her of the Lord's conzregatior! 


or church, His adopted ſon, and en inheritor, or heir to 


the Land of Promiſe. 

The time was not yet come, at which the Leap propoſe: 
to deſtroy the idolatrous nations, and ſettle His own people it: 
theirſtead ; beſides, the Iſraclites had contracted many bad 
habits in Egypt, and their faith in Gop was very imperlect. 
He therefore ſaw fit to expoſe them to a variety of viciſſitude:, 
partly to improve their minds, and mend their hearts; and 


| party, 
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partly, to ſhew to the world the methods of his Providence 
towards thoſe whom He acknowledges as His people. 

How ſoon did the Iſraelites forget the mercy of the Loxp, 
in preſerving them from the plagues of Egypt, and deliver- 
ing them from bondage! On the very firſt diſappointment, 
they began to murmur againſt Moſes, inſtead of praying to 
the LoRD to ſend them relief. It is likely that they began to 
think that Gop was going to bring a ſucceſſion of plagues 
upon them, as he had done upon Egypt. To remove their 
apprehenſions, the Loxy immediately made the bitter water 


ſweet, and cemmiſſion2d Moſes to give them a ſtatute and an 


ordinance; by the obſervance of which they might, through 
His infinite mercy, ſecure to themſelves individually the fa— 
vour and protection which He had freely granted them as a 
nation. This law required both faith and obedience. 

Anti: nt hiſtorians affert, that there are ſeveral fountams 
of bitter water near the Red Sea; — poſſibly that at Marah 
was one of them. The author of the book, Eccleftiaſticus, 
ſeems to be of opinion, that there was a natural virtue in 
the wood of the tree, which Moſes caſt into the fountain, to 
correct the bitterneſs* ; and that Gop graciouſly pointed out 
this medicine, that its valuable property might be known to 
the world. Others ſuppoſe, that both the bitterneſs and the 
correction of it, are to be aſcribed to the immediate power 
of Gop, who uſed the wood as a fon, rather than an inflru- 
ment; — however this was, the goodneſs of the Loß p was 
equally diſplayed to the Iſraelites. What a pleaſing receſs 
muſt Elim appear, after the turbulent ſcenes the people had 
lately paſſed. Here they had an opportunity of reſting them - 
ſelves, and leiſure to meditate on the wonderful goodneſs of 
the Lox Dp; — but their all-wiſe Conductor knew, that con- 
tinued proſperity would corrupt their minds; and it was 
proper to put their faith and obedience to the teſt, How im- 
perfe(} did theſe prove on trial! The people ſaw themſelves 

| | in 
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in a wild barren waſte, where they thought they had no other 
chance but to periſh with hunger; inſtead of truſting to the 
Lord for their relief, they murmured againſt Moſes and 
Aaron, and fooliſhly wiſhed to return again to the bondage, 
from which they had been ſo lately delivered. To convince 
them, that He was actually preſent among them, the Loxy 
promiſed to give them a view of His Glory. What muſt have 
been their confuſion, when it beamed forth upon them, — 
Well might they exclaim, when they ſaw the Manna, Wha; 
is this! Who could have expected that bread would fall, 
like rain, from heaven ; or that a number of fowls, ſufficient 
to feed ſo great a multitude, would ſuddenly come to hand, 

In what a variety of ways can the Almighty diſplay His 
| Power and goodneſs! 

In the middle of April (which was the time of the Iſraelites 
encamping in the wilderneſs) quails are known to fly out cf 
Egypt a-crofs the Red Sea in great numbers ; — the miracle, 
conſiſted in Gop's directing them to the camp, at the very 
time He promiſed to fend them. | 

The author of the Book of Wiſdom deſcribes manna, as 
able to content every man's delight, agreeing to every taſie."' * 
The Lord ſent manna from day to day, to make the Iſraelites 
ſenſible of their dependence on him for their daily ſupport, 
The with-holding it on the ſabbath day ſerved to keep in 
mind that it actually came from him, and that they were 
required to Feep that day holy. It wasa very aſtoniſhing cir- 
cumſtance, as it was of ſo corruptible nature, that a portion 
of the manna ſhould be miraculouily preſerved for ſo many 
years. This ſeems to be the firſt time that the reſt on the 
ſeventh day was ſolemnly appointed to the Iſraelites as a 
people. In the family of Abraham, we may preſume, the 
remembrance of the day in which Gop ceaſed from the 
works of Creation was preſerved ; but during their hard 
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ſervitude in Egypt, it is likely they were not allowed oppor- 
tunity of reiting from their labour, their deliverance furniſhed 
an additional reaſon for keeping it. 

To an attentive obſerver, great reſemblance will appear 
between the ways of Gop towards the Iſraelites as His people 
and towards Chriſtians in the ſame view. The preſent ſec- 
tion affords a lively repreſentation of his goodneſs to the lat- 
ter in paſling over the. natural corruption of their nature, 
forgiving the offences they had committed before he called 
them: His opening a way to a heavenly Canaan by means of 
baptiſm—requiring faith and obedience on their part—trying 
them with alternate adverſity and proſperity — ſhewing his 
glory among them—ſupplying their temporal neceſſities, &c. 

It is impoſlible to read an account of the Iſraelites murmur- 
ings and forgetfulneſs of the divine mercy, without blaming 
them. While reaſon leads us to paſs condemnation on them, 
let it awaken conſcience to an examination of our own hearts, 
and if we find there any propenſity to return to the bondage 
ef fin, let us think of what Gop has done for us. Let us 
vather up the bread that he has given us from heaven; even 
the comforts and bleſſings which flow from our Saviour; and 
let us keep the LoRp's Sabbaths with religious veneration, 


U L M ENT. 


When the congregation of Iſrael removed from Sin, they 
pitched their tents in a place called Rephidim; here they 
were diſtreſſed for want of water, on which they conceived 
fears that they ſhould periſh with thirſt, and began again to 
murmur againſt Moſes. He endeavoured to perſuade them | 
to wait with patience to ſee what the Lo RD would do for 

| them, 
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them, but his remonſtrances were vain, and at length the 
people became fo outrageous, that they were almoſt ready to 
ſtone him, on which he had recourſe to the Lokp, who 


wrought an aſtoniſhing miracle for their relief. Gob in- 


formed Moſes that He would ſtand before him (or cauſe the 
cloudy pillar to reſt) in a certain part of mount Horeb, where 
there was a rock; this rock he commanded Moles to ſtrike, 
who did ſo in the ſight of the elders of Ifrael; on which the 
flinty ſtone immediately guſhed out with water, which afforded 
the people a ſupply, not only during their ſtay at Rephidim, 
but in their other encampments afterwards. 


This water furniſhed ſalutary refreſhment to their bodies, 


but there was a ſpiritual rock which followed them that flowed 
in ſtreams of mercy, yielding comfort and refreſhment to 
their ſouls * :—this rock was Cyr1sTr—the Logp Himſelf, 
the ſame Divine Being whois to Chriſtians the rock of their ſal- 
vation. Moles named the place where this miracle was per- 
formed, Maſſah and Meribah, which ſignifies chiding and remp- 
tation, becauſe they murmured againſt him, and tempted 


the LorD to bring evil upon them, by requiring a ſenſible 


proof of His divine preſence among them, of which they had 
had ſuch repeated proofs. 

While the Iſraelites continued at Rephidim, the Amale- 
kites, a people deſcended from Amalek, the ſon of Eliphez, 
one of the ſons of Eſau, came out againſt them ; upon which 

Moles directed Joſhua, a valiant young man, to draw out 
a party of the choiceſt men in the camp, and go out to meet 
them; promiſing at the ſame time that he would ſtand on 
the top of the rock with the rod of Gop in his hand, during 
the engagement. Joſhua obeyed, and Moſes with Aaron 
and Hur aſcended the mount : in this conſpicuous ſituation 
Moſes appeared as the miniſter of the LorD, and to fſhev 


that victory depended entirely on the divine will, whenever 
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he held up his rod, Ifrael prevailed ; but when he let it 
down Amalek prevailed ; at length the ſtrength of Moſes 
being exhauſted by ſtanding in one poſture, he ſat down on a 
ſtone, and Aaron and Hur ſupported his hands, till the go- 
ing down of the ſun, at which time Joſhua gained a complete 
victory over the Amalekites. It is ſuppoſed that the Ifra- 
elites had furniſhed themſelves with ſwords as well as abund- 
ance of other ſpoils, when the bodies of the Egyptians, Who 
were overthrown in the Red Sea, were caſt on ſhore. 

After the battle was over, Moles was commanded to write 
it for a memorial in a book, and rehearſe it in the ears of all 
the people, that Gop would utterly put out the remembrance 
of Amalek from under heaven, and that He had ſworn to 
have war with the Amalekites, from generation to genera- 
tion; becauſe, on this occaſion they had the preſumption to 
lift up their hands againſt the throne of the LoR D; (that is 
acainſt Gop hunſelt) and the Lo RD knew, that future gene- 
rations would do the ſame. 

It certainly was a very inhuman action in the Amalekites 
to attack this people, if they ſuppoſed them to be defence- 
lefs ; but as they were deſcendants of Eſau, it is moſt likely 
that they knew Gop had pre-ordained to put the Iſraelites 
in poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan; and that truſting in the 
aid of falſe gods, they came out againſt them with the hope 
of fruſtrating the deſigns of the LokD. 

Moſes named the place where this victory was obtained, 
Jznovan Niſli; that is, tlie LoRp is my banner. 

The defeat of the Amalekites opened a way for the Iſrael- 
ites to mount Sinai, where Gop firſt appeared to Moſes in 
the burning buſh, and not tar from the place where Jethro 
his father-in-law dwelt ; who having heard of the wonderful 
things which had been done for him and the people he conduét- 
ed, took his daughter Zipporah, Moſes' wife, and her two ſons, 
Gerſhom and Eliezar, and brought them to the Iſraelitiſh 
| | camp. 
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camp. This meeting gave great joy to all parties. Moſe; 
related what wonderful things had been effected by the power 
of the Lo RD; and Jethro, who was a devout man, offered up 
praiſes to God, ſaying, “ Bleſſed be the Lo RD, who hath de- 
hvered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the 
hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people from under 
the hand of the Egyptians. Now I know that the Loxp i; 
greater than all gods: for in the thing wherein they dealt 
proudly, he was above them.“ He alſo joined with Moſes, 
and the reſt of the elders of Iſrael, in offering ſacrifices, and 
in ſuch other holy rejoicings, as their circumſtances ſug- 
veſted, | 

While Jethro continued in the camp he obſerved that 
Moſes had a great weight of buſineſs, in hearing complaints 
and determining differences among ſo numerous a people; hie 
therefore gave him advice to appoint under him a number of 
inferior officers, men of ability, ſuch as feared Gop, ad- 
hered to truth, and hated covetouſneſs, to be rulers ſome 
over thouſands, ſome over hundreds, ſome over fifties, and 
ſome over tens, with proper authority to hear and d-ter- 
mine all ſuch matters as they were able; but in caſes too dit- 
ficult for their deciſion, to refer to him.—As ſoon as Je- 
thro ſaw his advice put in execution, he took leave of his 
ſon-in-law, and departed into his own country. Jethro 
ſhewed himſelf to be, not only a good, but a wiſe man; for 
the directions he gave to Moſes, furniſh excellent hints for 
the choice of magiſtrates, and officers of juſtice in general 
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THE Law GIVEN BY GOD rRom Mount Sixal 
— MosEs ASCENDS THE Mou NTAIN—BoUN Ds 
PRESCRIBED TO THE PEOPLE. 


IN the third month, when the children of Ifract 
were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, t!:- 
tame day came they into the wilderneſs of Sumi. 
For they were departed from Rephidim, and 
were come to the deſert of Sinai, and had pitched: 
in the wilderneſs; and there Iſrael camped before 


the mount. 


And Moſes went up unto Gop, and the Lonn 
called unto him out of the mountain, ſaying, Thu: 
halt thou ſay to the houſe of Jacob, and tell the 
children of Hracl, Ye have ſeen what I did unto the 
Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles wings, 


and brought you unto myſelf. 


Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant, then ye ſhall be a peculiar 
ireaſure unto me, above all people: tor all the earth 
is mine. 

And ye ſhall be unto me a 1 of prieſts, 
and an holy nation. Theſe are the words which 
thou ſhalt ſpeak unto the children of {rae}, 
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And Moſes came and called for the elders of the 
people, and laid before their faces all theſe words 
which the LoxDd commanded him. 

And all the people anſwered together, and ſaid, 
All that the LoRD hath ſpoken, we will do. And 
Moſes returned the words of the people unto the 
LokRp. 
And the LoRp ſaid unto Moſes, Lo, I come un- 
to thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hcar 
when I ſpeak with thee, and believe thee for ever. 
And Moſes told the words of the people unto the 
Lokv. 

And the Loxp faid unto Moſes, Go unto the 
people and ſanctify them to day and to-morrow, and 
let them waſh their clothes, and be ready againſt the 
third day, for. the third day the Loxp will come 
down in the fight of all the people upon mount Sinai. 

And thou ſhalt ſet bounds unto the people 
round about, ſaying, Take heed to yourſelves, that 
ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border 
of it: whoſoever toucheth the mount, ſhall be ſurely 
put to death: There ſhall not an hand touch it, but 
he ſhall ſurely be ſtoned or ſhot through: whether 
it be beaſt or man, it ſhall not live: when the 
trumpet ſoundeth long, they ſhall come up to the 
mount. | 5 

And Moſes went down from the mount unto the 
people, and ſanctified the people; and they waſhed 
their clothes. And he ſaid unto the people, Be 
ready againſt the third day. 1 
f Ane 
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And it came to paſs on the third day, in the 
morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, 
and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice 
of the trumpet exceeding loud; ſo that all the peo- 
ple that was in the camp, trembled. 

And Moſes brought forth the people out of the 
camp to meet with Gop, and they ſtood at the ne- 
ther part of the mount. 

And mount Sinai was altozether on a ſmoke, be. 
cauſe the LorD deſcended upon it in fire, with thou- 
ſands of his angels* : and the fmnoke thereof afcend- 
ed as the ſmoke of a furnace, and the whole mount 
quaked greatiy. | 

And when the voice oi the trumpet ſounded long. 
and waxed louder and louder, Mofes ſpake, and 
Goo anſwered him by a voice, | 

And the Logp came down upon mount Sinai, 
on the top of the mount; and the Lorp called 
Moſes up to the top of the mount, and Moſes went 
up. | 
And the Lonxp faid unto Moſes, Go down, 
charge the people, jeſt they break through unto the 
Lok p to gaze, and many of them periſh. And let 
the prieſts alſo which come ncar to the LoRD, ſanc- 
tify themſelves, left the Loh break forth upon them. 

And Moſes faid unto. the LorD, The people can- 
not come up to mount Sinai; for thou chargedſt us, 
aying, Set bounds about the mount, and ſanctify it. 
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And the Lord ſaid unto him, Away, get thee 
down, and thou ſhalt come up, thou and Aaron 
with thee : but let not the prieſts and the people 
break through, to come up unto the Lord, left he 
break forth upon them. 

So Moſes went down unto the people, and ſpakc 
unto them. | 

And Gop ſpake all theſe words, ſaying, 

I am the Lord thy Gop, which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the houſe ol 
bondage. 

Thou fhalt have no other * before me. 

Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeneſs of any thing that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the wa- 
ter under the earth. | | 

Thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to them, nor 
ſerve them: for I the LoxD thy Gop am a jealous. 
Gop, viſiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me: and ſhewing mercy unto thouſands 
of them that love me, and keep my command- 
ments. 

Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain: for the Lok will not hold him guilt- 
leſs that taketh his name in vain. 
Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Six 
days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy work. But 
the ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the LoxD thy Gop: 
in it thou ſhalt not do any work, thou, nor thy ton, 
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nor thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor thy maid- 
ſervant, nor thy cattle, nor thy ſtranger that is 
within thy gates: for in fix days the Loxo made 
heaven and earth, the fea and all that in them is, 
and reſted the ſeventh day; wherefore the Lorn 
pleſſed the Sabbath-day, and hallowed it. 

Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy da!“ 
may be long upon the land which the Lonxp thy 
(30D piveth thee. | 

Thou ſhalt not kill. 

Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 

Thou ſhalt not ſteal, 

Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy 
neighbour. 

Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's — thou 
ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man- 
ſervant, nor his maid-ſerv ant, nor his on, nor his 
aſs, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's. 

And all the people ſaw the thunderings, and the 
lightnings, and heard the noiſe of the trumpet, and 
beheld the mountain ſmoking : and when the peo- 
ple ſaw it, they removed, and ſtocd afar off, | 

And they faid unto Moſes, Speak thou with us, 
and we will hear: but let not Gop ſpeak with us, 
leſt we die. : 

And Moſes faid unto the people, Fear not; for 
Gop is come to prove you, and that his fear may 
be before your faces, that ye fin not. 

And the people ſtood afar off, and Moſes drew 
near unto the thick darkneſs where Gop was. 


oe And 
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And the LorDp faid unto Moſes, Thus thou ſhalt 
lay unto the children of Iſrael, Ye have ſeen that ! 
have talked with you from heaven. 

Ye ſhall not make with me gods of filver, nei. 
ther ſhall ye make unto you gods of gold, 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


What a wonderful event is here recorded. It is impoſ- 
ſible ſurely to read it, without being filled with the utmoſt 
reverence and veneration. It happened exactly three months 
atter the departure of the Ifraelites out of Egypt. 

The Lokb was now going to enter into covenant with the 
people whom He had ſaved and redeemed out of the land of 
Egypt. He deligned to beſtow great honours and privileges 
upon them; but expected that they would comply with cer- 
tain conditions, which he ſhould require on their part.— 
The advantages which, in his meſſage by Moſes, Gop pro- 
z<ſed to the Iſraelites, were aſtoniſhingly great—To be the 
beculiar treaſure of that GREAT Bring, who is the propric- 
tor of the whole univerſe—12\ kingdom of priefts, or a kingly 
prisſthood, authoriſed to offer up ſacrifices acceptable to 
Gop; and to be an holy nation ſanctified by the wifeble pre- 
fence of the Loxp Gop among them.—All that the Lozp 
expected in return, was, that they ſhould W obey His 
commands, and keep His covenant. 

There was ſuch amazing condeſcenſion and goodneſs in 

this propoſal, that no rational being could heſitate a moment 

in expreſſing a ready concurrence with it. 

Jo prevent the Iſraelites from entertaining any ſuſpicion 

that Moſes deceived them, the Loxp promiſed to appear 

Himſelf, for the purpoſe of entering into this covenant with 
e His 
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His people; but required Moſes to ſan&ify them, by with- 
drawing them from ſecular employments, in order to givr 
them time to prepare their minds for the approaching folem - 
nity ; and alſo to waſh their apparel, that they might, wh-n 
they approached the Divine preſence, be as free from defile- 
ment, both in body and foul, as they could pullibly render 
themſelves. 

Hitherto the Iſraelites had ſeen the Loxp only in His 
wonderful works, and in the pillar of the cloud, which, tho” 
a pledge and token of His preſence, gave no idea of His 
Divine Majeſty.,——Little did they conceive what an awful 
ſcene was preparing for their view. It was highly proper 
to aſſign bounds to them, that they might keep at a reſpect- 
ful diſtance from that ſacred ſpot, choſen by the Lob for 
Himſelf and his heavenly attendants, 

As there was no regular order of prieſthood at that time, 
we may ſuppoſe, that heads of families were the prieſts here 
mentioned, | | | 

At length the expected day arrived, and the Loxp de- 
ſcended (or made the preſence of the Piru manifeſt) on 
Sinai. The ever memorable morn was uſhered in with the 
ſound of the trumpet of the Archangel, The ALMIGHTY, 
making the clouds His chariots *, came flying upon the 
wings of the wind + ; He covered Himſelf with light as with 
a garment, and was cloathed with majeſty and honourf. 


The pavilion of the High and Lofty-One that inhabiterh - 


eternity, a thick cloud and impenetrable darkneſs , in 
which His ineffable glory veiled itſelf from mortal eyes, was 
pitched on the Holy mountain. The carth ſhook, and the 
heavens alſo dropped at the preſence of Gor; even Sinai 


itſelf was moved at the preſence of Gop, the Gop of If-_ 


_raelh. —Thouſands of celeſtial ſpirits, ſhining in immortal 
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beauty, ſurrounded the darkneſs that covered the glory of 
the Loxp “. Their appearance was like flames of fire; and 
out of the fire went forth lightnings F. At the ſound of the 
trumpet the people are ſaid to have trembled :—What muſt 
then have been their ſenſations, when, coming forth to mect 
their Gop, they beheld the glorious ſpectacle, of which the 
words even of the inf; pired writers can give but a faint idea”? 
Strengthened to ſuſtain the heavenly viſion, Moſes ſpake un- 
to the LoRD: what he ſaid, is not related; but we may 
conjecture, that it was ſomething expreſlive- of the people's 
penitence. To ſhew his kindneſs to them, the Loxp called 
Moſes (who acted as a Mediator between Him and the Iſ- 
raclites) up to the top of the mount ; and after repeating 
His charge, that the people might not break the preſcribed 
bounds, the Lorp ſpake all the words of that excellent law, 
called the Decalogue, or Ten Commandments, every ſen— 
tence of which demands particular examination, as the ob- 
ſervance of its precepts makes a principal part of the Chril- 
tian religion; and this law will never be aboliſhed as long 
as the world laſts 8. 

We may allure ourſelves, that this law was ſpoken by 
Gop Himſelf, IIad it proceeded from an angel, or any 
created being, it certainly would have tended to lead the 
Iſraelites into the very crime they were repeatedly required 
to avoid, that of idolatry ; for the people would naturally 
worſhip Him, who declared himſelf to be the Gop, to 
whom their adoration was duet. Ad | 

What Chriſtian, that calls to mind the ſolemnity with 
which the law was given from Mount Sinai, and that it was 
deſigned to be of perpetual obligation to all thoſe who ſhould 


* Pſ. Ixviii. 17. + Fzek. i. 13. 


& It were ſuperfluous to write a particular comment on the Deca- 


logue, as every Catechiſm furniſhes an explanation of the Command- 
ments. | 1 Exod. xxi. 1. | 


be 
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be conſidered by God as His peculior treaſure—a' kinodom of 


prizts—a holy nation can ſorbear to practice its Divine pre- 
cepts? By obeying the voice of our LoD, and keeping His 
covenant, Chriſtians can alone ſecure to themſelves theſe ho— 
nourable diſtinctions. Let us then pay grateful homage to 
that tranſcendantly glorious BEING, who delivered Ifrac:l 
from Egyptian bondage, and us from the bondage of fin; 
and let us make His Divine precepts the rule of all our 
actions. 

The Law, we find, was given with ſuch proots of the 
greatneſs and majeſty of Gop, that the people were ready to 
die with fear and apprehenſions, and requeſted that, for the 
future, Moſes might be their mediator. Moles endea— 
voured to remove their terrors, by aſſuring them, that the 
ALMIGHTY only meant to prove to them, that He was above 
all the heathen gods; and that this tremendous ceremony 
was intended, not to impreſs their minds with a flaviſh fear, 
but only to excite reverence, and reſtrain them from the 
commiſſion of preſumptuous ſin. 

Having ſaid that Moles was henceforth to be a Mediator 
between Gop and the people of Iſracl, it is neceſſary to ob- 
lerve, that the word Mediator ſignifies one who acts as a 
peace-maker, or interceſſor, between two contending par- 


ties; or as a deputy and repreſentative ot each to the other, 


48 Ss may require. 

It is to be particularly obſerved, that the lines were 
commanded not to make to themſelves gods of ſilver or geld. 
This may be done without making graven images ; for who- 
ever ſuffers riches to occupy that place in his affections, 


which the Deity ought to fill, or puts. his truſt in them, 


makes a Gop of thein. 
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ND the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, He that ſmiteth 
a man, fo that he die, ſhall be ſurely put to 
death, 

And he that ſmiteth his father, or his scher 
ſhall be ſurely put to death. And he that curſeth his 
father, or his mother, ſhall ſurely be put to death. 

Thou ſhalt neither vex a ſtranger, nor oppreſs him: 
for ye were ſtrangers in the land of Egypt. 

Ye ſhall not afflict any widow or fatherleſs child. 

If thou afflict them in any wiſe, and they cry at all 
unto me, I will ſurely hear their cry. 

And my wrath ſhall wax hot, and I will kill you 
with the ſword; and your wives ſhall be widows, 
and your children fatherleſs. 

T hou ſhalt not raiſe a falſe report : put not thine 
hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witneſs. 

Thou ſhall not follow a multitude to do evil: nei- 
ther ſhalt thou ſpeak in a cauſe, to decline after many, 


to wreſt judgment. 


If thou meet thine enemies ox or his aſs going 


aſtray, thou ſhalt ſurely bring it back to him again. 


If thou ſee the aſs of him that hateth thee lying un- 
der his burden, and wouldeſt forbear to help him ; 
thou ſhalt ſurely help with him. 


Keep 
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Keep thee far from a falſe matter: and the innocent 
and the righteous flay thou not : for I will not juſtify 
the wicked, 

And thou ſhalt take no gift : for the gift blindeth 
the wile, and perverteth the words of the righteous. 

Six days thou ſhalt do thy work, and on the ſeventh 
thou ſhalt reſt; that thine ox and thine aſs may reſt, 
and the ſon of thy handmaid, and the ſtranger may 
be refrethed. 


Behold, I ſend an angel before thee, to keep thee in 


the way, and to bring thee into the place which I 


have prepared. 

Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him 
not; for he will not pardon your tranſgreſſions: for 
my name is in him. 

But if thou ſhalt indeed obey his voice, and do alt. 
that I [ſpeak ; then I will be an enemy unto thine: 
enemies, and an adverſary unto thine adverſaries. 

For mine Angel ſhall go before thee, and bring, 
thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the. 
Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and ths. 


| Jebuſites : and I will cut them off. 


STATION cos REFLECTIONS. 


In addition to the Decalogue, . Moſes received a number of 


ceremonial, political, and moral laws; the former related 
ſolely to the Jewiſh conſtitution, and are aboliſhed ; but thoſe 
of a moral tendency are calculated for the whole race of man- 


kind, and are worthy of the attention of Chriſtians, This 


ſection conſiſts of an abſtract of them, 


E It 
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It appears perfectly juſt and equitable, that he who take. 
another's lite ſhould forfeit his own, becauſe it is impoſſible 
for him to make reſtitution. 

The unnatural crime of ſtriking a parent, one who is the 
cauſe of ſo much good to us, is alſo deſerving of capital 
puniſhment, though our laws do not take cognizance of it. 

How uncomfortable muſt it appear to a foreigner, to be 
amongſt a ſet of people who endeavour to oppreſs him! How 
engaging the behaviour of thoſe who do him good offices! 

If we Chriſtians were not ſtrangers in Egypt, we are at leaſt 
ſtrangers and pilgrims upon earth, and therefore ſhould treat 
our fellow travellers with kindneſs and humanity, 

Taoſe perſons ſurely muſt have hearts of flint, who can 
forbear to relieve the fatherleſs and widow ; but if any un- 
feeling wretches are ſo inhuman as to injure them, they juſtly 
provoke the wrath of Gop to expoſe the tendereſt objects of 
their love to the ſame calamities they bring on others. Gop 
is ſo merciful, that the widows and orphans, even of bad 
men, may ſtill look up with confidence and hope to him, it 
they endeavour to render themſelves objects of his favour. 

Many people have a kind of falſe ſhame, which often re- 
ſtrains them from good actions, and leads them into wicked 
ones, merely for the ſake of being taſhionable ; but we ſhould 
reſolve to be ſingular rather than ſinful; it is no excuſe in 
God's ſight, that we may have many companions in guilt, 

It is a proof of generoſity and greatneſs of mind to return 
good for evil, in humble imitation of the ſupreme Being; 
and on the contrary, it ſhews great meanneſs of ſpirit, to ex- 
tend our reſentment againſt any perſon to their domeſtic ani- 
mais 3 for they have never oftended us, whatever their owners 

may have done. | | 

It appears from thoſe precepts that relate t to brute animals, 
that the Lox n remembered the everlaſting covenant, in which 
they were included after the flood; and that the inſtitution of 

| | | the” 
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the Sabbath was partly deſigned for their benefit; we ought 
therefore to pay a tender regard to their reſt and happineſs. 
The Angel whom Gop promiſed to ſend to keep His people 
in the way, could be no other than the Ax EL or THE 
Loxrp, His DivixE IMAGE. He certainly cannot juſtly be 
regarded as a created heing, for no one could have the name 
of Goy in him, who was not of the ſame nature, for we have 


already ſeen that this great name, viz, I AM THAT I AM, 


is incommunicable to any creature, If it was dangerous for 
the Iſraelites to diſobey Him to whom the name of Gop ſo 
eſſentially belonged, it muſt be equally ſo for Chriſtians to 


diſhonour Him, ſince it is He alone that can keep them in 


the way of everlaſting life, 


b R O . Ix, 


MoskEs AGAIN AsCENDS THE Movunr. 
JosHuA AND THE ELDERS BEHOLD THE GLORY. 


ND Gop faid unto Moſes, Come up unto 
the LorpD, thou and Aaron, Nadab and Abi- 
hu, and ſeventy of the elders of Iſrael : and worſhip 


ye afar off. And Moſes alone ſhall come near the 
LoRD : but they ſhall not come nigh ; neither ſhall 


the people go up with him. 
And Moſes came and told the people all the 
words of the Lok D, and all the judgments : and all 


the people anſwered with one voice, and faid, All 


the words which the Lorp hath ſaid, will we do. 
And 


— 
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And Mofes wrote all the words of the Lox, 
and roſe up early in the morning, and builded an 
altar under the hill, and twelve pillars according to 
the twelve tribes of Iſrael. 

And he ſent young men of the children of Iſrael, 
which offered burnt-offerings, and ſacrificed peace- 

offerings of oxen unto the LoR p. 

And Moſes took half of the blood, and put it in 
baſons; and half of the blood he ſprinkled on the 
altar. 

And he took the book of the covenant, and read 
in the audience of the people: and they ſaid, All 
that the LoRD hath ſaid, will we do, and be obe- 
dient. 

And Moſes took the blood, and forinkled it on 
the people, and ſaid, Behold the blood of the cove- 
nant, which the LoxD hath made with you con- 
cerning all theſe words. 

Then went up Moſes and Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu, and ſeventy of the elders of Iſrael. 

And they ſaw the Gop of Iſrael: and there was 
under his feet as it were a paved work of ſapphire- 
ſtone, and as it were the body of heaven in his 
clearneſs. 

And upon the nobles of the children of Iſrael, he 
laid not his hand: allo they ſaw Gop, and did eat 
and drink. 

And the Lokp ſaid unto Moſes, Come up to me 
into the mount, and be there: and I will give thee 

| tables 
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tables of ſtone, and a law, and commandments, 
which I have written, that thou mayeſt teach them. 
And Moſes roſe up, and his miniſter Joſhua : and 
Moſes went up into the mount of Gop, 
And he ſaid unto the elders, Tarry ye here for us, 


until we come again unto you; and behold Aaron 


and Hur are with you : if any man have any matters 
to do, let him come unto them. 

And Moſes went up into the mount, and a cloud 
covered the mount, 

And the glory of the Loxp abode upon mount 
Sinai, and the cloud covered it fix days: and the 
ſeventh day he called unto Moſes out of the midiſt 
of the cloud. 

And the ſight of the glory of the LorD was like 
devouring fire on the top of the mount, in the eyes 
of the children of Iſrael. 

And Moſes went into the midſt of the cloud, and 


gat him up into the mount: and Moſes was in the 


mount forty days and forty nights. 


And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak 


thou alſo unto the children of Iſrael, ſaying, Ve- 
rily my ſabbaths ye ſhall keep: for it is a ſign be- 
tween me and you throughout your generations; 


that ye may know that I am the Lokxp, that doth 
ſanctify you. 


Le ſhall keep the Sabbath therefore : for it is holy 


unto you. Every one that defileth it, ſhall furely 


be put to death ; for whoſoever doeth any work 


therein, 
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400 THE TABLES OF TESTIMONY. 
therein, that ſoul ſhall be cut off from amongſt his 
people. 

Six days may work be done ; but in the ſeventh 
is the Sabbath of reſt, holy to the Lord : whoſoever 
doeth any work in the Sabbath-day, he ſhall ſurely 
be put to death. 

Wherefore the children of Iſrael ſhall keep the 
Sabbath, to obſerve the Sabbath throughout their 
generations, for a perpetual covenant. 

It is a ſign between me and the children of Iſrael 
for ever: for in fix days the Lokp made heaven and 
earth, and on the RYent day he reſted, and was 
refreſhed. 

And he gave unto Moſes, when he had mids. an 
end of communing 'with him upon mount Sinai, 


two tables of teſtimony, tables of ſtone, written with. 
the finger of Gon, 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 


It is evident, from the beginning of this ſection, that net- 
ther Moſes or the people had yet beheld the IMAGE Or 
Gop in the refulgence of Divine majeſty. At the firſt vi- 
ſible manifeſtation of the Deity to him, Moſes ſaw a burn- 
ing buſh, from the midſt of which Gop called unto him, 
On other occaſions, during the plagues of Egypt, he heard 


the words of the Lo RD, and it is likely ſaw ſome token of 


the Divine preſence ; perhaps the cloudy pillar that after- 
wards went before the Iſraelites. From this pillar, which, 


(as we have before obſerved) might juſtly-be denominated 
8 | the 
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the vehicle of the LoRD Gov, a glimpſe of His glory darted 
on the people, ſufficient to convince them that He was ac- 
tually preſent, and heard their murmurings for want of fleſh 
and bread. —When the Law was ſpoken on mount Sinai, they 
only heard a voice, they ſaw no ſimilitude “; for the Lo RD 
Gop was hid, by clouds and thick darkneſs, from the eyes 
even of Moſes, who was permitted to approach much nearer 
to the pavilion of the ETERNAL Kine, than any of the Iſ- 
raelites: the honour of beholding Him was reſerved for the 
time when He ſhould perſonally ratify the covenant He had 
propoicd to His people. Gop required that they ſhould 
firſt teſtify their acceptance of the conditions ſpecified : this 
we find, they did, by declaring their readineſs to do all that 
the LorD had ſaid. As ſoon as the people had given their 
aſſent, Moſes wrote the Covenant in a book, that it might 
be formally ſealed, 8 

It appears, from different parts of Scripture, that, ac- 
cording to the appointment of Go», remiſſion of ſins was 


to be granted to mankind through the blood of the Re-. 


DEUFMER T. Till the time ſhould be accompliſhed for the 
ſhedding of this, the blood of beaſts was conſtituted, as a 
ſacramental repreſentation of it, ſignifying, that the LoRD 
would give thoſe, who had faith in Him, and practiſed the 
obedience He required, an intereſt in the great ſacrifice, 
that would be offered for mankind in general, ſo that they 
ſhould enjoy the benefits it was deſigned to purchaſe. 

It was obſerved in the hiſtory of Abraham, that the LoRD 
made two covenants with him t, both of which were ſo— 
lemnly ratified and confirmed, the firſt by a Divine. promiſe 
on Gop's part, that He would fulfil the conditions of it, 


and on Abrahams by ſacrificing animals; — the latter by an 


OATH on Gop's part, and on Abraham's by offering his 

ſon, | be ao, 

* Deut, iv. 12, 15. + Matt. xxvi. 28. Rom. iii. 25. 
1 See Sections 13, 17, 19, and 24. 
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The covenant which the Loxp made with the Iſraelites 011 
mount Sinai, was to them a renewal of the frft of theſe cove. 
nants, and related to their temporal ſtate, as the deſcendant: 
of Abraham.—The everlaſting covenant which related to the 
ſpiritual concerns of all who ſhould at any time come under 
the denomination of Gop's people, operated unperceived by 
them for many ages, till grace and truth came by Jesus 
CHRIST“; but its benefits were conveyed to the Iſraelites, 
through the temporal covenant, till the time ſhould come for 
the ratification of the ſp:rizzal covenant. As the everlaſting 
covenant was to be ſealed with the blood of the RrD PEM. 
ER, it was requiſite that the emporal covenant ſhould be 
ſealed with that of his appointed repreſentative : on this ac- 
count Moſes made uſe of the blood of beaſts, as is here de- 
ſcribed. The twelve pillars which he erected, were deſigned 
as memorials to each ſeparate tribe, of the alliance they were 
going to make with Gop. By ſprinkling the altar, Moſcs 
dedicated that to the purpoſe of receiving the ſacrifices which 
were afterwards to be made on it, and by this means it be- 
came a witneſs to the contract.—By ſprinkling the book, he 
made that a witneſs alſo; and by ſprinkling the people, he 
fienified that the Loxrp accepted their ſacrifices, and was 
ready to ratify-the covenant with them, and conſider them a; 
His ele people. 

In all civil contracts, it is uſual to have two copies, one for 
each party: in like manner was the LoRD's Covenant con- 
ducted; one copy was written by Moſes, as has been already 
related: the other was written by the finger of Gop. That 
Moſes might not be ſuſpected of colluſion in this im- 
portant atfair, the Lokp graciouſly vouchſafed to appear 
before a number of witneſſes, who were the chief heads of 
the families of the Iſraelites, men of approved abilities and 
integrity , in order to convince them, that He was actually 


preſent, 
ol John i. 17. + See Exod, «Iii; 21. 
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What a wonderful viſion were Moſes and his companions 
honoured with !—from the ſhort deſcription which is given of 
it, we may judge, that it agreed with thoſe which the pro- 
phets afterwards had; exceeding every object in the whole 
creation tor brightneſs and beauty ; but ſo moderated, that 
human nature might ſuſtain it“. | 

As the Lokp had many inſtructions to give to Moſes, He 
called him up into the mount, and the glorious ſcene which 
had been juft exhibited was hidden from view. Moſes was 
left to reflect on the viſion; and to exerciſe his faith, he 
waited till the return of the next Sabbath, before he received 
any farther communications from the LoRD. 

It ſcems, that there was, in many particulars, great reſem- 
blance between the religious ceremomes of the heathens, 
and thoſe of the patriarchs, during the lives of Abraham, 
Taac, and Jacob; for each built altars of ſtone or earth, and 
oſtered ſacrifices on them, but the former paid theſe divine 
honours to idols; the latter to the Lo RD, the liuing Gon. 

While the people of Iſrael abode in Egvpt, they were either 
addicted to idolatry, or extremely inattentive to religion; and 
had, in a great meaſure, loſt the knowledge of the Loxp, 
which Moſes was ſent to reſtore, They had been ſo accuſ- 
tomed to ſee a ceremonial worſhip, that they would not readily 


have received a religion purely ſp;r:zual; therefore Gop, in 


condeſcenſion to their ignorance, and witha view of repreſent- 
ing in a ſenſible manner, divine things, reſolved to convey 
inſtruction by a variety of ceremonies calculated to diſtinguiſh 
Him as the SuyREME Go, and them as His peculiar church, 
who were to ſhew forth His name and honour to the world, 
by ſuch forms of worſhip as hore evident marks of holineſs, 


| dignity, and purity, in oppoſition to the worſhipers of idols, 


who had introduced into their ſacrifices the moſt ſhocking 
abſurdities that can be imagined, 


* Iſa. vi. F zch, i. 10. Rev. i. 4+ 


We 


404 PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


We have reaſon to ſuppoſe, as has been obſerved before, 
that from the beginning of the world, while the worſhip of 
the Loxp Gop remained uncorrupted, ſome particular place 
was diſtinguiſhed by a viſible token of the Divine Preſence, 
for we read that in the days of Enos, men began to call upon 
the name of he Lorp *; or, as it is underſtood to mean, 
joined in public worſhip of the LoRDY Gop. 

When the Iſraelites were ſeparated from the idolatrous 
nations, they received evident proots that Gop was among 
them, by the appearance of the cloudy pillar; and as He 
promiſed to diſplay His glory to them ina diſtinguiſhing man- 
ner, He required them to make a Sanctuary, or Holy Place, 


in which he promiſed to manifeſt His Divine Preſence on 


ſolemn occaſions. 
Gop could undoubtedly have received the. adorations of 


His people in Heaven; but as the Lo RD vouchſafed to be the 


KING of the Iſraclites, He choſe to have an earthly palace, 
or Tabernacle, to which they ſhould repair, to do Him homage, 
by offering the ſacrifices He was pleaſed to ordain, accompa- 
nied with prayer and thankſgiving. During His long abode 


in the mount, Moſes received ample inſtructions concerning 


the tabernacle, its appurtenances, and the ceremonies which 
the LoRD required to be obſerved in His worſhip; of which 
we ſhall give an account in a following ſection, | 

As ſoon as Man was created, he received command to 
keep the Sabbath day holy, becauſe, on it the Almighty reſted 
from all His work ; and, without doubt, this cuſtom was ob- 
ſerved by Seth and all the deſcendants of Adam, as long as 


they retained the worſhip of the true Gop; but long before 


the time of the Iſraelites ſojourning in the wilderneſs, idola- 


try had taken place, and many nations had quite ſet aſide 


this inſtitution, and forgot the occaſion of it; theretore the 
ſtrict obſervance of it was enforced upon the Iſraelites, as 


-# See Section 4. | 
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ſoon as they were ſeparated from heathen nations, as Gop's 
peculiar people; and it was appointed by the Lokp as a 
ſign to diſtinguiſh them from idolators, and as a laſting token 
of His covenant, ſo that it might be conſidered as the ground- 
work of all their ordinances. 

As the people of Ifrael were to have ſo much work aſſigned 
them to be done with expedition, they might have imagined 
themſelves exempted for a time from a regular obſervance 
of the Sabbath; therefore Moſes was commiſſioned to tell 
them expreſsly, that they muſt on no pretence prophane it. 

The tables of teſtimony contained the Ten Command- 
ments; and were, in all probability, a counterpart of the 
Teſtimony written by Moſes. —Theſe tables are ſaid to have 
been written with the frger of Gop, becauſe the writing was 
impreſſed on them by His immediate power, not by human 
inſtruments. | 

This ſection furniſhes us with an additional proof, that 
there is in the GopHtap, a wiſble Image, who is to be 
honoured as Gop. It alſo teaches us the great importance 
of a religious obſervance of the Sabbath day, to thoſe who 
call themſelves the people of Gov. 

If we Chriſtians lay aſide worldly purſuits, and ſpend this 
holy ſeaſon in works of piety and charity (as the Lo RD directs) 
it will be inconſidered by Him as ag that we love and honour 
Him; and the inward ſatisfaction and other bleſſings which He 
will fallibly beſtow on us for doing ſo, will be a ſign that 
Gop loves us.—Nothing will ſo effectually ſeparate us from 
wicked and profligate perſons, nor more eminently recom - 
mend us to the favour of the good part of the world, as the 
ſervants of the living God, than a ſtrict regard to the Sab- 
bath day. If ſo, ought it not to be our great concern, not 


only to employ it well ourſelves, but to inſtruct the ignorant 
to do the ſame? 
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A ND when the people ſaw that Moſes delayed to 


come down out of the mount, the people 
gathered themſelves together unto Aaron, and ſaid 
unto him, Up, make us gods, which ſhall go before 
us; for as for this Moſes, the man that brought us 
up out of the Jand of Egypt, we wot not what is be- 
come of him. | 
And Aaron ſaid unto them, Break off the golden 
ear-rings which are in the cars of your wives, of 
your ſons, and of your daughters, and bring thern 
unto me. 


And all the people brake off the golden car-rings 


which were in their ears, and brought them unto 
Aaron. 


And he received them at their hand, and 40 


it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten 


calf: and they ſaid, Theſe be thy gods, O Ifrael,. 


which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

And when Aaron ſaw it, he built an altar before 
it; and Aaron made proclamation, and ſaid, Fo. 
morrow is a feaſt to the Loxp. 


And they roſe up early on the morrow, and offered 


burnt-offerings, and brought peace-offerings : and 
the people ſat down to eat and to drink, and roſe up 


to play. And 


— — 
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And the Loxp faid unto Moſes, Go, get thee 
down : for thy people, which thou broughteſt out of 
the land of Egypt, have corrupted themſelves. 

They have turned aſide quickly out of the way 
which I commanded them : they have made them a 
molten calf, and have worſhipped it, and have ſacri- 
ficed thereunto, and faid, 'I hele be thy gods, O Iſrael, 
which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, I have ſeen this 
people, and behold, it is a ſtiff-necked people. 

Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may 
wax hot againſt them, and that I may conſume them : 
and I will make of thee a great nation. 

And Moſes beſought the LoxD his Gop, and ſaid, 
LorD, why doth thy wrath wax hot againſt thy people, 
which thou haſt brought forth out of the land of 
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 

Wherefore ſhould the Egyptians ſpeak and ſay, 
For miſchief did he bring them out, to ſlay them in 
the mountains, and to conſume them from the face 
of the e-rth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and re- 
pent of this evil againſt thy people. 
Remember Abraham, Iſaac, and Ifrael, thy ſer- 
vants, to whom thou ſwareſt by thine own ſelf, and 
ſaidſt unto them, I will multiply your ſeed as the ſtars 


of heaven, and all this land that I have ſpoken of, 


will I give unto your ſeed, and they ſhall inherit it 
for ever, 


And 
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And the Lorp repented of the evil which he 
thought to do unto his people. 

And Moſes turned, and went down from the 
mount ; and the two tables of the teſtimony were in 
his hand: the tables were written on both their 
ſides ; on the one ſide and on the other were they 
written. | 

And the tables were the work of Gop, and the 
writing was the writing of OD; graven upon the 
tables. 

And when Joſhua heard the noiſe of the people, 
as they ſhouted, he ſaid unto Moſes, there is a noiſe 

of war in the camp. 
And he aid, It is not the voice of them that "IO | 
for maſtery, neither is it the voice of them that cry 
for being overcome: but the noiſe of them that 
ſing, do J hear. | 

And it came to paſs as ſoon as he came nigh unto 

the camp, that he ſaw the calf, and the dancing: and 
Moſes” anger waxed hot, and he caſt the tables out of 
his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. 

And he took the calf which they had made, and 
burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and 
ſtrewed it upon the water, and made the chilaren of 
Iſrael drink of it. 1 

And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, What did this people 

l unto thee, that thou haſt brought ſo great a fin 1 885 to 
| them ? : Up 
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And Aaron faid, Let not the anger of my lord 
wax hot: thou knowelt the people, that they are 
ſet on miſchief. 


For they ſaid unto me, Make us gods, which ſha!l 
go before us: for as for this Moſes, the man that 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not 


what is become of him, | 

And I faid unto them, Whoſoever hath any gold. 
let them break it off; ſo they gave it me; then I caſt 
it into the fire, and there came out this calf. 

And when Moſes faw that the people were naked 
(for Aaron had made them naked unto their ſhame 
amongſt their enemies) 

Then Moſes ſtood in the gate of the camp, and 
ſaid, Who is on the Lord's fide? let him come unto 
me. And all the ſons of Levi gathered themſelves 
together unto him. 

And he ſaid unto them, Thus ſaith the Lon C307 
of Ifrael, Put every man his ſword by his fide, and 
go in and out from gate to gate throughout che camp, 
and ſlay every man his brother, and every man his 
companion, and every man his neighbour. 

And the children of Levi did according to the 
word of Moſes : and there fell of the people that 


| day about three thouſand men. 


For Moſes had ſaid, Conſecrate yourſelves to-day 


to the Lok, even every man upon his ſon, and 
upon his brother: that he may beſtow upon you a 


bleſſing this day. | 
a TT « And 
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And it came to paſs on the morrow, that Moſes 
ſaid unto the people, Ve have ſinned a great fin : 
and now I will go up unto the LoR D; peradventure 
I ſhall make an atonement for your fin. 

And Moſes returned unto the Lox b, and faid, Oh, 
this people have ſinned a great ſin, and have made 
them gods of gold. 

Vet now if thou wilt, forgive their ſin: and if not, 
blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou 
haſt written. 

And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Whoſoever hath 
ſinned againſt me, him will I blot out of my book. 

Therefore now go, .lead the people unto the 
place of which I have ſpoken unto thee : behold, mine 

angel ſhall go before thee : nevertheleſs, in the day 
when I viſit, I will viſit their ſin upon them. 

And the Lorp plagued the people, becauſe they 
made the calf, which Aaron made. 

| And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, Depart, and go 
| © up hence, thou and the people, which thou haſt 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land 
which I ſware unto Abraham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob, 
ſaying, unto thy ſeed will J give it: 
l And I will ſend an angel before thee: and I will 
| drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, 
* and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebuſite: 
3 Unto a land flowing with milk and honey; for ! 
f will not go up in the midſt of thee; for thou art a 
ſtiff- necked people, leſt I conſume thee 1 in the way. 
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How ſtrange does it appear, that in ſo ſhort a time after 
the wonders they had both ſeen and heard, and juſt after 
they had ratificd the Covenant with the Lokp, the Iſraciites 
mould fall into idolatry! It ſeems they were impatient to 
purſue their journey; and, perhaps, ſuppoſe that Moſes 
had periſhed in the devouring fire that appeared on the top 
of the mountain; and that the cloudy pillar would no longer 
guide them towards Canaan, and therefore reſolved to have 
ſome viſible repreſentation of Gop, according to the prac- 
tice of the heathens among whom they had lived, who made 
images of imaginary deities, What the particular form of this 
idol was, is not material to us; but, from its being called a 
calf, it is ſuppoſed to have been made in imitation of the 
cod Apis, a bull, which was worſhipped by the Egyptians, 
and which they uſed to conduct in great trumph to Mem - 
plus, their capital city. 

Our own reaſon will tell us, that the ſetting up of this idol 
was a very atrocious crime; eſpecially as Gop had mate it 
a part of the Covenant, that they ſhould not mike to them- 
ſelves graven images, or ſet up any thing in competition 
with the Divine IMACE, who was ewery Gop of wp 
CoD. | | Ein | 

The people had without doubt juſtly incurred the diptea- 
ſure of Gop; but the SUPREME BRING is not Die man- 
kind, ſubject to a variety of conflicting paſſions, which agt- 
tate the mind, and ſometimes rife to ſuch a height as to 
produce revenge, hatred, and maiice:—He is at all times 
the ſame; no malignancy influences Him. When, there- 
fore, we read, that Gop ras angry, and that Hs avrath 
cba d hot, &c. we arc to underſtand, that the wickedneſs 
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of men deſerved that His juſtice ſhould puniſh them with, 
ſuch ſeverity as wrath and anger would ſuggeſt : and when 
it is ſaid in Scripture, that Gop refented, we are to under- 
ſtand, that His mercy abated the rigour of the ſentence. 

The LoRp had already determined what he would do, in 
reſpect to his rebellious people, namely, to accept of the 
interceſſion of their mediator, and ſave them, as a nation, 
for his ſake ; but that Moſes might have an opportunity ot 
ſhewing the regard which he had for the honour of Gop, 
and the extent of his love for the Iſraelites, the Lord did 
not make known this purpoſe to him, but gave him oppor- 
tunities of expreſſing his ſentiments. 

The firſt interceſſion which Moſes made, ſhewed, that the 
honour of the Lozxp was his principal chject. The argu- 
ments he uſed were ſuch as would juſtity Gop in ſparing 
the people; and Gop acted by the Iſraelites in conformity 
to theſe arguments, ſparing that nation, for His carh's ſake, 
which had forfeited the privileges He had granted them. 

No wonder that Moſes was provoked to ſo great a degree, 
when he found the Iſraelites in the very act of rebellion 
againſt their Heavenly King; or that he ſhould break the 
Tables of the Teſtimony, when they had broken the covenant. 
The honour of Gop was concerned that he ſhould do ſo; 
for it was unreaſonable that one party ſhould be bound, 
while the other refuſed to be keld by the obligation. 

From the excuſe that Auron made for himſelf, he feems 
to have been influenced by fear of the people; while thoſe, 
who required him to make a god for them, acted from « 


rebellious preſumptuous ſpirit : as his was the fin of z7firmity, 


he met with mercy ; but it was the will of the Lonp that 
the preſumptuous inner ſhould be cut off“. 

It is ſaid, that Aaron bad made the people naked to their 
enemies the meaning of this expreſſion is, that having for- 


* Numbers xv. 27, &c. 
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feited the protection, which Gop had promiſed to them 
while they adhered to Him, they were now in a detencelefs 
ſtate. 

It is very ſhocking to read of people's flaying their own 
relations; but we muſt obſerve, that it was at God's con- 
mand; and there is reaſon to believe, that thoſe who were 
killed by the Levites, were the very perſons who had been 
guilty of preſumptuous fin, by caſting off their obedience to. 
the LoRb, and worſhipping the idol, as the repreſentative 
of ſome imacinary god. 

When theſe were dead, Moſes, moſt likely, was directo! 
by a Divine impulſe to endeavour to make an alenement for 
the reſt, who, perhaps, had joined in the offence through is- 
norance, fear, inconſideration, &c. which, tho! very ſinſul, did 
not exclude them from the forg;wenrfs of Gon, Every ail 

of wickedneſs, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is a %u egainft Gop; but 
thoſe offences, which have a direct tendency to diſhonour 


His Holy Name, are called cmplaticaily, Aus againſt Gop. 


It is evident, that Moſes greatly regretted the neceflity he 
had been under, to command the Levites to cut off the pre 
ſumptuous ſinners ; and that he wiſhed to preſerve the na- 
tion, even at the expence of his own life.—The expreſſion, 
Blot me out of thy book, &c. ſignifies, Let me die rather than 
fee them caſt out from thy favour, and exterminated from the 
earth. | 

The interceſſion having been made, Gop aſſured Moſes, 
that the Iſraelites ſhould be ſaved: He gave them to him, 
and promiſed that He would, for his ſake, and tor the ſake of 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, preſerve them, and put them 
into poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, | 

The AN EI, who is here promiſed, is evidently the ſame 
Divine Being that is mentioned in a former ſfection®*, viz, 


+ See Section 70. 
T.:3 Tur 
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Tar ANGEL OF THE LoRD, or, as He is frequently called, 
the PxzszNCE of the Lop, infinitely ſuperior to all crea- 
tures. According to the rules of Divine juſtice, Gop could 
not, without deftroying them, go up in the midſt of a peo- 
ple, who had fo heinoufly offended Him, as they had not 
vet as a nation humbled themſelves, and obtained His par- 
don: but we ſhall find that, when they did this, He ſuffered 
the interceſſion of Moſes to prevail, and then went up in the 
midſt of them, 


We learn from this ſection, that the appointed mediator 
of a covenant between Gop and a people ſeparated to Him, 
might make interceſſion and atonement for the fins of the lat- 
ter, and Gop would ſpare them for his ſake, provided he 
was willing to ſuller in their ſtead the puniſhment due to 
their {1. 

As the Lokp accepted the Mediator of the Temporal Cowe- 
pat, and remitted the puniſhment of remporal death, which 
the fews as a body of people had incurred by apoſtacy, we 
may be certain, that the interceſlion of the Mediator of the 
Emwerlaſting Covenant has prevailed, ſo as to preſerve the body | 
of people for whom he interceded, from eternal death in re- 
ſpect to individuals, thule who refuſe to fulfil the conditions of 

the Covenant, will certainly be cut off from the community 
to whom the privileges of the Covenant were promiſed. 


8 ECT. LXXIII. 


Mosts DESIRES TO BEHOLD THE GLORY OF God 
—THE NAME OF THE LORD PROCLAIMED— 
A CovENANT MADE. 


mourned : and no man did pur on him his or- 
naments. ; For 


| | AN? when the people heard theſe evil tidings, they 
| 
| 


D 
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For the Lokp had ſaid unto Moſes, Say unto the 
children of Iſrael, Ye are a ſtiff-necked people: I will 
come up into the midſt of thee in a moment, and 
conſume thee; therefore now put off thy ornaments 
from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee. 

And the children of Iſrael ſtript themſelves of their 
ornaments by the mount Horeb. 

And Moſes took the tabernacle, and pitched it with - 
out the camp, afar off from the camp, and called it 
the 'Taberaacle of the Congregation, 

And it came to paſs, when Moſes went out unto 
the tabernacle, that all the people roſe up, and ſtood 
every man at his tent-door, and looked after Moſes, 
until he was gone into the tabernacle. | 5 

And it came to paſs, as Moſes entered into the ta- 
bernacle, the cloudy pillar deſcended, and ſtood at the 
door of the tabernacle, and the Lo ip talked with Mo- 
ſes. ED 

And all the people faw the cloudy pillar ſtand at 
the tabernacle-door: and all the people roſe up and 
worſhipped, every man in his tent-door. | 

And the Lord ſpake unto: Moſes face to face, as a 
man ſpeaketh unto his friend. And he turned again 
into the camp: but his ſervant Joſhua, the ſon of 
Nun, a young man, departed not out of the taber- 
nacle. | 
And Moſes faid unto the Lorp, See, thou ſayeſt 
unto me, Bring up this people: and thou haſt not let 
me know whom thou wilt ſend with me. Yet thou 

| ; I | haſt 
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haſt ſaid, I know thee by name, and thou haſt alſo 
found grace in my ſight. 

Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace 
in thy ſight, ſhew me now thy way that I may know 
thee, that I may find grace in thy fight: and conſider 
that this nation is thy people. 

And Gop faid, My Preſence ſhall go with thee, 
and I will give thee reſt. 
And Moſes faid unto him, If thy Prad go not 

with me, carry us not up hence. 

For wherein ſhall it be known here, that I and thy 
people have found grace in thy ſight? Is it not in that 
thou goeſt with us? So ſhall we be ſeparated, I and 
thy people, from all the people that are upon the face 
of the earth, 

And the Lok ſaid unto Moſes, I will do this thing 
alſo that thou haſt ſpoken: for thou haſt found grace 
in my fight; and I know thee by name. 

And he faid, I beſeech thee, ſhew me thy glory. 

And Gop ſaid, I will make all my goodneſs paſs be- 
fore thee, and I will proclaim the name of the Lox p 
before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will thew mercy on whom I will ſhew 
mercy. | 

And he ſaid, Thou canſt not ſee my face: for there 
ſhall no man ſee me, and live. 5 

And the Lox p ſaid, Behold, there is a place bj 
me, and thou ſhali ſtand upon a rock: 


And 
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And it ſhall come to paſs, while my glory paſſeth by, 
that I will put thee in a clift of the rock; and will co- 
ver thee with my hand while I pals by. 

Ana 1 will take away mine hand, and thou ſhalt ſee 
my back parts: but my face ſhall not be ſeen. 

And the LoRD ſaid unto Moſes, Hew thee two ta- 
bles of itons, like unto the firſt: and I will write up- 
on thele tables, the words that were in the firit tables, 
which thou brakeit, 

And be ready in the morning, and come up in the 
morning unto mount Sinai, and preſcat thyſelf there 
to me in the top of the mount. 

And no man ſhall come up with thee, neither let 
any man be ſeen throuchout all the mount: neither 
let the locks nor herds feed before that mount. 

And Moſes hewed two tables of ftone like unto the 
firſt: and he roſe up car}y in the morning, and went up 
into mount Sinai, as the Loz b had commanded ! him, 
and took in his hand the two tables of ſtone. 

And the Losp deſcended in the cloud, and food: 
with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LoR. 

And te LoxnD paſſed by before him, and pro- 
claimed, i he LoRD, the LoRPp Gan, merciful and 
gracious, long-ſufrering, and abundant in goodneſs and 
truth; keeping mzrcy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, 
tranſgreſſion, and fin, and that will by no means clear 
the guilty, viſiting the ipiquity of the fathers upon tie 


1 children, 
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children, and upon the children's children, unto the 
third and to the fourth generation. 

And Moſes made haſte, and bowed his head to- 
ward the earth, and worſhipped. 

And he ſaid, If now I have found grace in thy ſight, 
O Lorv, let my Lory, I pray thee, go amongſt us; 


(for it is a ſtiff-necked people: ) and pardon our 1ni- 


quity and our fin, and take us for thine inheritance. 
And he ſaid, Behold, I make a covenant: before 
all thy people I will do marvels, ſuch as have not 


been done in all the earth, nor in any nation: and all 


the people, amongſt which thou art, ſhall ſee the work 
of the Lokp, for it is a terrible thing that I will do 
with thee. 


Obſerve thou that which I command thee this day: 


behold, I drive out before thee the Amorite, and the 


Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and 
the Hivite, and the Jebuſite. 

Take heed to thyſelf leſt thou make a covenant with 
the inhabitants of the land whither thou goeſt, leſt it 
be for a ſnare in the midſt of thee, 

But ye ſhall deſtroy their altars, break their images, 
and cut down their groves. 


For thou fi:alt worſhip no other Gop: for the 


Lon p, whoſe name is Jealous, is a jealous Gop. 


And the Loxp fad unto Moſes, Write thou theſe 
words; for after the tenor cf theſe words I have made 
a covenant with thee and witi: Iſrael, 


And 


MOSES GLORIT IE PD. 4179 


And he was there with the Loan forty days and 
forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink wa- 
ter. And Gop wrote upon the tables the words cf 
the covenant, the ten commandments. 

And it came to paſs when Moſes came down from 
mount Sinai (with the two tables of teſtimony in Mo- 
ſes's hand, when he came down from the mount) that 


Moſes wilt not that the ſkin of his face ſhone, while 


Gop talked with him. 
And when Aaron and all the children of Iſrael ſaw 
Moſes, behold, the ſkin of his face ſhone; and they 
were afraid to come nigh him. 

And Moſes called unto them; and Aaron and al} 


the rulers of the congregation returned unto him: and 


Moſes talked with them. 

And afterward all the children of Ifrael came nigh: 
and he gave them in commandment all that the 
Lord had fpoken with him in mount Sinai. 

And till Moſes had done ſpeaking with them, he 
put a vail on his face, 

But when Moſes went in before the Lord to ſpeak 
with him, he took the vail off, until he came out. 
And he came out and ſpake unto the children of Ifrae! 
that which he was commanded. 

And the children of Iſrael ſaw the face of Moſes, 
that the ſkin of Moſes' face ſhone: and Moles put the 


vail upon his face again, until he wentin to ſpeak with 


him. 


1 & And 
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And it came to paſs that every one who ſought the 


Lon p went out unto the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion that was without the camp. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


The Lord, (as we read in the laſt ſection) graciouſly ac- 
cepted the interceſlion of Moſes for the Iſraelitiſh nation, but 
in reſpect to individuals, their being ſaved or blotted out ſtill 
depended upon the will of the Lok p, who alone had the power 
of diſcriminating fit objects of his juftice or his mercy. 

No greater misfortune could befal the Iſraelites, than that 
of Gop's withdrawing his Preſence from them. ——It was 
very proper that they ſhould be made ſenſible of the danger 
to which their rebellion had expoſed them ; and that, before 
they received pardon, each perſon ſhould humble himſelf 
in the ſight of the Great Being, whom they had offended. 

It ſeems that though the tabernacle in which the law was to 
be depoſited, was not yet made; there was a temporary one, 
to which they reſorted for public worſhip; this they had now 
no right to enter, as they were no longer Gop's people, but 
conſigned to Moſes. | 

To ſignify that the PRESENCE of the Lo RD would not abide 
ia the midſt of them, Moſes removed this tabernacle to a diſ- 
tance from the camp, while the people, not daring to approach, 
remained at their tent doors. Joſhua alone entered the taber- 
nacle; he had not been a partaker of the people's fin. With 
Moſes, as the Mediator, the Lokxb condeſcended to hold a 
conference—The words which Gop ſpake upon this occaſion, 
are not recorded; but we may judge or their import, by tlie 
reply which Moles made. It ſeems that Moſes was in a ſtate 
of great perplexity; the Lorp had given him aſſurances of his 
favour to himſelf, and had commanded him to conduct the 


eople 
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people towards Canaan; but having declared, that whoſoever 
had finned againſt Him, He would lot out of his book, Moſes 
did not underſtand whether al! the people were to go, or whe- 
ther ſome were firſt to be cut off by Divine vengeance; he 
therefore wiſhed to have the way of the LokD made plain to 


him, that he might know how to ſerve Him in an acceptable 


manner. To calm this apprehenſion, the Lo xp aſſured him 
that His Preſence ſhould go with him, &c. The expreſſion, I 
know thee by name, ſignifies, that the LoRx D admitted him to 
an extraordinary degree of familiarity with Him.—Moſes's 
wiſh to ſee the glory of the Lo RD, ſeems to have included a 
deſire to underſtand the Divine nature, and to know the Lord 
as He is.—In this particular, Moſes aſpired to a degree of 
knowledge above the reach of his faculties; but as he was ac- 
tuated, not by curioſity, but by a ſincere deſire of paying due 
honour to Him, the Lorp was not diſpleaſed, but promiſed 
to make ſuch a diſplay of his perfections, as ſhould convince 
Moſes that He is of a kind and beneficent nature; and leſt Mo- 
ſes ſhould ſuppoſe that he had a right to the information he re- 
queſted, the Lord taught him to conſider the revelation He 
was going to make as an act of His free grace and favour. 

Whether Moſes went into a clift of the rock, or was con- 
tented with a milder diſplay of the glory of the Lo Rp, is not 
related, but he was certainly convinced, that it was Gob him. 
ſelf that talked with nim; and we may underſtand, that the 
beauty, ſplendor, and magnificence, with which the Lok 
Gop makes Bis preſence viſible, in Heaven, to ſuperioi be- 
ings, is ſuch, as human nature, with its preſent infirmities, 
cannot behold and live. 

By the Face of Gon, I think we may underſtand, the Di- 
vix t IMAGE in the reſplendency of Heavenly glory, as Ile 
appcars to the angelic hoſt; by his back parts this glory mo- 
derated;—By God's covering Moſes with his hand, perhaps 
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is meant, that He fortified him againſt thoſe fatal effects of 
aſtoniſhment, which, without Divine ſupport, ſuch a | yawn 
would have produced. 

By proclaiming His name, we may underſtand, that the 
LoRD vouchſafed to make known His nature and attributes, 
From this proclamation we learn, that the Gop of Iſrael is 


the Sur RRERMRE BrinG, the Lokp of the whole creation— 


The ſame who was known in His Divine Image as the Lorb 
God; that He is by nature merciful, &c. but at the ſame 
time ut; and that he is a jealous Gop; that is to ſay, He 
requires to be honoured by His creatures above all Beings, 
and will not ſuffer any thing to ſtand in competition with 
Him, to aſſume thoſe titles, or receive that homage which 
is due to Him alone. 

As ſoon as Moſes was aſſured that the Lo RD would par- 
don tranſgreſſion and fin, he intreated Him to forgive the 
iniquity of the Iſraelites ; which, in conſideration of Moſes's 
intercefſion, and the penitence they had lately expreſſed, 
God of His infinite mercy did; and received them again 
into favour, on conditions conſiſtent with His honour, and 


their duty. 


Without doubt, Moſes was joyfully received by the re- 


pentant Iſraelites, when he returned from the Mount with 
the Teſtimony of the Covenant in his hands. As the Me- 


diator of this Covenant, the Loxp diſtinguiſhed him from 


the people, by ſhedding a viſible glory on him. This ſerved 
to confirm their belief in the relation which Moſes doubtleſs 
gave, of what had lately been revealed to him. 


In this ſection we perceive the value of Divine Revelation; 


without this, the nature and attributes of the SUPREME 


BrinG could not have been aſcertained ; for ſuppoſing that 
mankind could have diſcovered by the light of reaſon, that 
Gop was good, gracious, and merciful, they could not have 


been abſolutely ſure that He would pardon ſin; neither 
could 
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could they have known that He would not clear the guilty ; 
that is to ſay, paſs over guilt, without ſome atonement be- 
ing made for it; and this ignorance might have occaſioned 
them to fall into the extremes of laviſh fear, or ill- founded 
confidence. 

It certainly muſt have afforded great ſatisfaction to Moſes 
and 'the Ifraclites, to know what kind of a Being Gop is, 


in reſpect to His Divine attributes; and Chriſtians may me- 


ditate on this portion of Scripture with delight and advan- 
tage, —If God is merciful, gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant 
in goodneſs and truth, He has a juſt claim to our love, gra- 
titude, and obedience. —If he will not clear the guilty, but 
viſit the ſin, for which atonement is not made, and pardon 


obtained, upon children's children, unto the third and fourth | 


generation, we ſhould be careful to avoid fin, and deſirous 
to receive His gracious pardon, through our Mediator, who 
has made atonement for the ſins of the whole world, but 
whoſe interceſſion is {till neceſſary for individuals. 

From the remarkable .inſtance which is here recorded of 
the favour of the Lord to Moſes, we learn, that the Al- 


MIGHTY is not diſpleaſed with thoſe who wiſh to know Him; 


and we may aſſure ourſelves, that though He does not vi- 
ſibly appear to us, He will diſplay His attributes to the 
minds of thoſe who truly love Him, ſo that they ſhall ſen- 
fibly feel, that He is good and gracidus, long ſuffering, abun- 
dant in goodneſs and truth, 


SUPPLEMENT. 


It was mentioned in a former ſection, that the LoRD re- 
quired a Sanctuary or Tabernacl- to Le made, which was to 
ſerve as a receptacle for the ark, and as a place of public 

| | worſhip 
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worſhip for the congregation, during the firſt forty days that 
Moſes abode on the Mount. He received particular direc. 
tions concerning the form, dimenſions, materials, and ap- 
purtenances of the Tabernacle; but before he returned tv 
the people, they had worſhipped the golden calf, and ſo 
greatly offended the Lord, that, inſtead of permitting them 
to make a Sanfuary for Him to dwell amongſt them, He 
commanded Moſes to remove . the tent in_ which they had 
been accuſtomed to offer their public devotions : this was a 
ſign or token of His withdrawing His preſence from them. In the 
preſent ſection, and others immediately preceding it, we have 
an account of the reconciliation, which, through Divine good- 
neſs, was effected between the LORD and His people, by 
the mediation of Moſes.—The favour of Gop being thus 
happily reſtored, He vouchſafed to draw near to them again; 
and to ſhew that He meant to dwell or abide with them, 
gave to Moſes a freſh teſtimony of his willingneſs to renew 
the covenant they had fo abominably violated before. — 
Having received the tables of the law, Moſes gathered the 
people together, and after giving them a ſtrict . injunction to 
keep the Sabbath-day holy, as the fgn that was above all 
things to Giſtinguith them as the people of the Loxp: he 
called upon every man who had a willing heart to make an 
offering of gold, filver, braſs, blue, purple, ſcarlet, and 
fine linen, ram ſkins, badger ſkins, and Shittim-wood, oil, 
ſpices, and precious ſtones ; and upon all who had {kill and 
ingenuity, to afliſt in making the Tabernacle and its appur- 
tenances, and alſo the prieſts' garments. | 

No ſooner was this ſummons iſſued, than a general emu- 
lation prevailed among the people, both men and women; 
and quantities of gold, ſilver, jewels, and other Precious 
materials, which they had brought out of Egypt, and hi- 
therto had no uſe for, were in a ſhort time collected, 


Moſes 


THE PEOPLE's OFFERINGS. 425 


Moſes then informed them, that the Lo RD had choſen 
two men, named Bezaleel, of the tribe of Judah, and Aho— 
liab, of the tribe of Dan, to be maſter-workmen ; and had 
inſpired them with wifdom, ſo that, without any human in- 
itruction, they ſhould be able to contrive all kinds of curious 
works for the ornaments of the Tabernacle, &c. He then 
called for Bezaleel and Aholiab, and other men, who were 
alſo filled with ingenuity by the ſpirit of the Lorp, and 
committed to them the offerings which the people had 


brought, and they immediately ſet about the neceſſary pre- 
parations. 


Such an ardent deſire now prevailed among the people, 
to ſhew their attachment to the Loxp, that every morning 
and evening one or other brought freſh offerings, till Moſes, 
finding the ſupply more than ſufficient, cauſed proclama- 
tion to be made, that they might deſiſt.— The work of the 
Tabernacle now went on with the greateſt expedition. Wlüle | 
the men were employed about the laborious and ornamental [ 

parts of it, the women ſpun and prepared linen for the 
hangings, and for the prieſts' garments. 

As the people dwelt in tents, the Tabernacle, or Houſe 
of the Lory, was of the ſame conſtruction, that it might 
conveniently be taken down, in order to be removed from 
place to place. *The Tabernacle was in the form of an 

_ oblong ſquare, thirty cubits in length, and ten in height 
and breadth; and it was divided into two parts, viz. 
the Holy Place, and the Holy of Holies. The Holy Place was 
twenty cubits long and ten wide; in this ſtood the golden 

candleſtick, and the Altar of Incenſe. The Holy of Holes, 
which was alſo called the SanFuary, was ten cubits long 
and ten broad : it contained the Ark of the Covenant, and 
was ſeparated from the Holy Place by a veil or hanging made 

of rich embroidered linen, which hung upon four pillars of 
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Shittim or cedar wood, that were covered with plates of 
gold, but had their baſes made of braſs; and at the entrance 
of the Tabernacle, inſtead of a door, there was a veil of the 
ſame work, ſuſtained by the like pillars, which ſeparated it 
from the outward court, 

„The boards or planks, of which the body of the Ta- 
bernacle was formed, were in all forty-eight, each a cubit 
and a half wide, and ten cubits high; twenty of them went 
to make up each ſide of the Tabernacle, and at the weſt end 
of it were the other eight, which were all let into one ano- 
ther by tenons above and below, and compacted together by 


bars running from one end of it to the other; but the eaſt end 


of it was open, and only covered with a rich curtain. 

« The roof of the Tabernacle was a ſquare frame of 
planks, reſting upon their baſes; and over theſe were co— 
verings or curtains of different kinds; of theſe the firſt in 
the inſide was made of fine linen, curiouſly embroidered in 
various colours, of crimſon and ſcarlet, purple and blue, 
The next was made of goat's hair, neatly woven together, 
and the laſt of ſheep or badgers” ſkins (ſome dyed red, and 
others blue), which were to preſerve the rich curtains from 
wet. | | | 

“ Round about the Tabernacle was a large oblong court, 
an hundred cubits long, and fifty broad, encompaſſed with 
pillars overlaid with filver, and whoſe capitals were of the 


ſame metal, but their baſes were of braſs. Ten of theſe 


pillars ſtood towards the weſt, fix to the eaſt, twenty to the 
north, and twenty to the ſouth, at five cubits diſtance from 
each other; and over theſe hung curtains made of twined 


linen thread, in the manner of net-work, which ſurrounded 


the Tabernacle on all ſides, except at the entrance of the 
court, which' was twenty cubits wide, and ſuſtained with 
four columns overlaid with plates of ſilver. Theſe columns 
had their capitals and baſes of braſs, and ſtood at propor- 

; tionable 
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tionable diſtances, and were covered with a curtain made of 

richer materials. ; 
In this court, and oppoſite to the entrance of the Ta- 

bernacle, ſtood the Altar of Burnt Offerings, in the open air, 


that the fire, which was kept perpetually upon it, and the 
ſmoke ariſing from the victims that were burnt there, might 
not ſoil the Tabernacle. It was five cubits long, as much 
in width, and three cubits high, was placed upon a baſis of 
ſtone-work, and covered both within and without with plates 
of braſs. 

« At the four corners of this Altar, were four things 
like horns, covered with the ſame metal; and as the altar 
itſelf was hollow, and open both at the top and bottom, 
from theſe horns there hung a grate made of braſs (ſaſtened 
with four rings and four chains) on which the wood and the 
ſacrifice were burnt, and as the athes fell through, they 
were received below in a pan. At a very ſmall diſtance 
from this altar, there ſtood, on the ſouth ſide, a brazen veſ- 
ſe}, which, on account of its extraordinary ſize, was called 
the Brazen Sea, in which the prieſts uſed to waſh their feet, 


whenever they were to offer ſacrifice, or to go into the Ta- 


bernacle, 
% In that part of the Tabernacle, which was called the 


Holy Place, there was, on the north ſide, a table made of 


Shittim wood, covered with gold, two cubits long, one in 
breadth, and one and a half in length: about the edge of it 
was an ornament or horder made of gold, together with a 
crown of gold in the middle, and at each end was placed an 
offering of the ego bread, viz. fix loaves in a pile, to re- 
preſent the twelve tribes. The bread was changed every 
day, and not allowed to be eaten by any but the prieſts, 

% Over againſt this table, on the ſouth ſide, ſtood the 
candleſtick, which was made of pure gold, upon a baſis of 
the ſame metal, and had ſeven branches on each ſide, and 

one 
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one in the middle. The branches were at equal diſtances, 
adorned with ſix flowers like lilies, with as many knohs like 
apples, and little bowls like half almond ſhells, placed al. 
ternately, and upon each of theſe branches there was a gal. 
den lamp, which was lighted every evening,. and extin- 
guiſhed every morning, 

„ Betwixt the table and the candleſtick, was placed the 
Altar of Incenſe, which was but one cubit in length and 
breadth, and two cubits high; but it was covered with. 
plates of braſs, and had a crown of gold over it. Every 
morning and every evening, the prieft in waiting for that 
week offered incenſe of a particular compoſition upon this 
altar, and to this end carried a ſmoaking cenſer filled with 
fire, which he took from the altar of burnt offerings into 
the Tabernacle, and having placed it upon the other altar, 
'retired, | 

« The ARE was a kind of cheſt or deter, made of Shit- 
tim wood, overlaid with pure gold within and without: it 
was two cubits and a half long, a cubit and a half broad, 
and the ſame in height, and round the top of it was a crown 
of gold: it had rings of gold at each corner, and there were 
ſtaves made of Shittim wood, covered over with gold, tc 
put through them to hear it by. | 

« On thetop of the Ark was the mercy-ſeat, which ſerved 
as a covering to it, and at each end of this was a cherub, 
with his face towards the other, their wings extended, 
ſo that they met and covered the mercy-ſeat*. In this was 
depoſited the Tables of Teſtimony, and it was Placed i in the 
Holy of Holies. | 
Anciently every head of a family was a oriety but as 
the Lord had appointed a Tabernacle, or habitation of His 


* The form of the Cherubim cannot from Scripture be exact!) al- 
certained, 


holineſs 
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holineſs, and would not allow the people to enter the place 
where He deſigned to diſplay His glory, He thought proper 
to eſtabliſh an order of prielts, to be His immediate ſer— 
vants. 

When Moſes was on the Mount the firſt time, he received 
command from the Lo Rp to ſeparate Aaron and his ſons for 
the Prieſts' office, and gave directions in reſpect to the ha- 
bits they ſhould wear, which were afterwards made. The 
dreſs of Aaron, as High Prieſt, was very magnificent, It 
conliſted of the Ephod, with the breaſt-plate and girdle, the 
robe of the Ephod, the embroidered linen coat, and the 
mitre. Theſe were all of linen, and covered the whole 
body from the neck to the heels; over theſe was a purple 
or blue tunick, which reached not ſo low, but was curiouſly 
wrought all over, and at the bottom of it were pome- 
granites and bells, at equal diſtances; the pomegranites 
were made of purple and crimſon wool, and the bells of 
gold: the intent of the latter was to let the people know, by 
the ſound of them, when the High Prieſt was going into the 


Sanctuary, and when he was coming out; and alſo to inti- 


mate to them, that he ſhould not go without ceremony into 
the preſence of Gop. _ ar 

The Ephod was a kind of girdle, embroidered with gold 
thread, and other threads of divers colours, which, being 


brought from behind the neck over the two ſhoulders, was 


put acroſs upon the ſtomach, and hung down as low as the 


feet. Upon that part of it which croſſed the ſhoulders, | 


were two large precious ſtones, on which were engraven 
the names of the twelve tribes of Iſ.ael, fix on each ſtone; 
and where the Ephod croſſed the breaſt, there was a ſquare 
ornament called the breaſt-plate, wherein were ſet twelve 
precious ſtones, with the names of the twelve tribes, engra- 
ven on them, on each ſtone one. In the breaſt-plate was 

| | | the 


| 
| 
1 
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the UI and THhuMMIm, or the ORACLE OF GOD, by 
which the Divine Will on particular occaſions was made 
known. The girdle of the Ephod was embroidered like the 
reſt, and faſtened it cloſe to the waiſt, 

The Mitre was of fine linen; it covered the head, and on 
the forehead was a plate of gold, on which was engraven, 
HoliINx ESS TO THE LoRD; this plate was alſo called the 
Holy Crown. The mitre was tied behind with two ribbons 
faſtened to its ends. 

The other prieſts had only a ſimple tunick, a linen mitre 
or bonnet, and a girdle, &c. 

There were a great variety of utenſils for the Tabernacle 
ſervice, ſuch as cenſers, baſons, ſpoons, &c. made of gold 
or braſs. _ | 

It is impoſlible for us to know all that was meant by the 
inſtitutions under the Moſaic diſpenſation ; but we may col- 
lect, from ſeveral parts of the New Teitament, that they 
. were deſigned as hes or repreſentations of various particu- 
lars under the Chriſtian diſpenſation ; and alſo as pledges of 
the bleſſings that God's faithful people ſhould in a future 
ſtate enjoy in heaven. 

We have before obſerved, that Moſes was the Mediator 
between the LoR D and the people: his mediation after the 
eſtabliſhment of the prieſthood, ſeems to have related chiefly 
to their temporal affairs. In reſpect to ſpiritual concerns, 
the High Prieſt was the Mediator, who was to make atone- 
ment and interceſlion for them; and his dreſs indicated the 
nature and efficacy of his office: its magnificence implied 
the dignity of that Great Being, whoſe miniſter he was. 

The literal meaning of the words URiM and THUMMIM, 
are ſaid to be light and perfection; or the ſhining and the per- 
feat. There are various conjettures concerning the URIN 
and THUMMIM ; but as the Scriptures are ſilent, it is im- 

| poſſible. 
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poſſible to come at any certainty on this head: all we know 
is, that the Breaſt-plate contained within it ſomething which 
was the appointed method of making known the Divine 
will on ſolemn occaſions. | 


The inſcription on the golden plate, which was on the 


front of the mitre, ſignified, that the people were not to 


adore the High Prieſt; but to aſcribe holzneſs to the LORD 
only. The common prieſts were aſſiſtants to the High 
Prieſt. | | | = 

In about ſix months, the whole work of the Tabernacle, 
and all its appendages, were compleated, The whole amount 
of the gold that the people offered, was about 150, oool.; 


in ſilver, about 34,0001. of our money; excluſive of 6600Ibþ. 
of braſs, 
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